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Przewalski’s horses (PH) have been considered the last surviving wild horse species (1). Gaunitz et al. provide new information on their phylogenetic origin, with PH more closely related to Botai than domestic horses (2). They concluded PH are not wild but feral because Botai horses are considered the first domesticated species by some (4). However, it is possible Botai horses were only tamed since they form a distinct clade from extant and ancient domesticated horses. Similar taming of a wild species occurred in Asian elephants which have never been domesticated but have been used as draft and war animals for thousands of years (5). Regardless, there is no strong evidence that PH are feral descendants of domestic ancestors. Rather, they are unique descendants of horses within the Botai/Borly clade, representing genetic diversity that no longer exists within other extant horses. Thus, while the new data highlights a close relationship with Botai horses, it does not confirm domestication or that PH are feral. In addition, the ‘ancient’ PH samples used were very recent and indicate little about PH diversity given genomic encroachment of the common domestic horse in the region. Twenty-five domestication experts warn against this type of assumption, and recommend that authors limit the definition of domestication to the “initial independent process”, consider whether more than one domestication has occurred, and do not apply the definition to admixtures that comprise genes and traits of wild populations never domesticated (6). Even if one argues that PH are feral, they are the best of the rest of the true wild horses. PH were ranging freely in wild populations well into the 20th century and are integral to healthy steppe ecosystems. Restoration and conservation of PH remains a significant goal for global conservation and for preserving what is left of ancient wild horses. 
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