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DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW NORTH AIMERICAN RABBITS.

BY E. AV. NPXSON.

V
Study of the great series of North American rabbits in the

National Museum (mainly in the Biological Survey Collection)

reveals the existence of several previously unrecognized species

and subspecies. As considerable time must elapse liefore pub-
lication of my monograph on the group I have thought it advis-

able to publish the new forms in adyance. The present paper
includes a new Jack Rabbit and several Cottontails.

In this connection I wish to acknowledge my indebtedness to

Dr. C. Hart Merriam for the opportunity to monograph this

interesting group after he had devoted consideral)le time to its

study with the same object in view. I am under obligation also

to Mr. N. H. Hollister, Assistant in the Biological Survey, for

help in arranging and comparing the great mass of material in

the National Museum Collections.

All measurements are in millimeters.

Genus LEPU8 Li.vx.

Lepus californicus magdalenae .subsp. nov.
• MAGDALEXA ISLAND JACK RABBIT.

Type No. 146,168, adult male, U. S. National Museum (Biological Survey

Collection), from Magdalena Island, Lower California, Mexico; collected by
E. W. Nelson and E. A. Goldman, Novendier 26, li»05.

Geographic distribution.—Magdalena and Margarita Islands, Lower Cal-

ifornia, Mexico.

Subspi'cljjc characters.—Upperparts ])rownish bufFy, most like L. c.

xanti but paler, witb a ligbter vvasb of black on ])ack
;
front of ears grayer

and back of ears, especially on basal half, much wliiter
;
ears decidedly

shorter.

Measurements of type.
—Total length, 550; tail vertebra?, 92; hind foot,

117; length of ear from notch in dried skin, O-t.
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Genus SYT.VILAGrS Gray.

Sylvilagus cognatus sp. iiov.

MANZANO .MorX'lAlN COTn »\TA IT,.

Tt/jie No. 1.".(;,.")(•.'.), ;i4nlt, V. S. Natimuil .Mii^cnm ( Biiiliij^it^.a! Survey Col-

lection), from 1(1,0(1(1 t'(vt altitude, near the Huininit of IManzano Moun-

tains, New Mexico; collected l)y A. Ilea, February, ]'.I05.

Gi'ngraphic disfrlhiitioN.—Tlis-jier slopes of the mountains of central and
eastern New Mexico.

Specific characters.—tJeneral colur pale sli*rhtly l)ufty <;ray like .S'.

robustus but smaller with smaller skull, mueli smaller bulhe an<l sk'iiderer

supraorl)itals.

Mcnxiireinciita of ti/pr.
—Total len.u^h, .")'.)(); hind t'lmt, KlO; lenirth of ear

from notch, (51) (all the foR'ujitinu; measurements are from the dry skin).

Sylvilagus floridanus similis subsp. nov.

NEBRASKA COTTONTAIL.

Type No. 69,517, adult male, U. (-'. National Mii-eum ( lliological Purvey
Collection), from N'alentiue, Nebraska; colleeteil by C. P. ''treator, No-

veml)er 10, 1S!»I.

Gcofjrapliir dhtrihulinn.—Western border of Minnesota, eastern border

of the Dakotas, Nebraska and the northeastern (piarter of Colorado.

Subspecific chararten^.—A pale, gray form like meanisl but smaller and

distinctly paler.

Measurernents of tifjH'.
—Total len>,dh,4IO; tail vertebra-, (il

;
hind foot,

100; length of ear from notch in dried skin, oj.

Sylvilagus floridanus restrictus sul)S]). nov.

MICHOACAN COTTONTAIL.

Type No. 33,087, adult male, U. S. National Mu.seum (Biological Survey

Collection), from Zapotlan, Jalisco, Mexico; collected by E. W. Nt-lson,

April 25, 1892.

Geographic dixtriliuiion.—Mainly in the pine and oak forests of the

Sierra Madre in the States of Michoacan, southern and western .lalisco and

the soutbeasti'rn part of the Territory of Tepic, INIexico.

Suljspccijic churaclers.—Similar in size to >S'. /. saJx-iitriu.^ but decidedly
more rusty reddish (almost as in aztccxii^) with legs nmch brighter rufous

than in any other form oi floridanus on the Mexican tableland.

Measure iiu'rita of ti/}>e.
—Total length, 425; tail vertt'bne, 55

; hind foot,

94; length of ear from notch in dried skin, 58.

Sylvilagus auduboni vallicola subsp. nov.

.SAN .)O.V(.il'L\ COTTONTAIL.

Type No. ^I'f^h adult female, U. S. National Museum ( Iliological Survey

Collection), from San Kmigdio Mancli, Kern County, ('alifornia; collected

byE. W. Nelson, October 22, ISO!.

Geof/rajiJiic dii<lrihulion.—INIainly in the southern two-thirds of the San

Joaquin and adjacent connected valleys, central California.
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Subspecip'c chararftT.'f.—Size about as in true rtii<Ji(li<iiii Imt cars ninch

larger and color of u]iperi)arts i)al('r and more yellowisli bully bniwnish;

bullpe larger, jugals slenderer.

Measurements of type.
—Total length, .")7o

;
tail vertebra^ 7:J; hind foot,

SS; length of ear from notcli in <lricil skin, CiS.

Sylvilagus auduboni cedrophilus snbsp. nov.

( KDAR BELT COTTONTAIL.

Tt/pe No. 14S,287, adult female, V. >'. National ^Inseum ( Biological Sur-

vey Collection), from Cactus Flat, twenty miles nortli of Cliff, New Mex-

ico; collected by Vernon Bailey, November 0, li)OC>.

Geographic disfrihnllon.—Mainly in the cedar and ])inyon pine belt of

the southern two-thirds of New Mexico and eastern bimler of Arizona.

Suhspecifc characters.—Larger and nmch richer and darker huti'y tlian

,S'. a. minor; underside of neck usually rich ochraceous bully.

Measurements of type.
—Total length, oSo; tail vertebrae, M")

;
hind foot,

92; length of ears from nolch in dried skin, (i(>.

Sylvilagus auduboni neomexicanus snbsp. nov.

.\i:W MKXICO COTTONTAIL.

Type No. 118,477, adult male, U. S. National Museum ( Biological Survey

Collect,ion), from Fort Sumner, New Mexico; collected by J. II. Cant,

September 23, 1902.

Geographic distribudon.—The IVcos Valley, New Mexico, and thence

into the adjacent parts of western Texas and north through western Okla-

homa to the central southern border of Kansas.

Sulispecifr characters.—Size about as in S. a. minor Init ears shorter,

bulke smaller and color nmch more rusty Iniffy, or rusty reddish.

Measurements of type.
—Total length, 385; tail vertebrae, .")9

;
hind foot,

91
; length of ears from notch in dried skin, oS.

Sylvilagus auduboni warreni sub.sp. nov.

COLORADO COTTONTAIL.

Type No. 148, (;o2, adult female, U. S. National Museum (Biological

Survey Collection ) ;
from Coventry, Colorado; collected by C. H. Smith,

January 4, 1907.

Geographic distrilnitloii.—Southwestern Colorado and adjacent parts of

Utah, New Mexico and Arizona.

Sutispecijic characters.—Similar to haileyi in size, length of ears and

abundant pelage but darker colored with more distinct gray rump patch

and darker rufous on nape and legs.

Measurements of type.
—Total length, 375; tail vertebrae, 51; hind foot,

102; length of ears from noteh in dried skin, 70.

Sylvilagus mansuetus sp. nov.

SAN JOSE ISLAND BRUSH RABBIT.

Type^o. 79,041, adult male, U. S. National Museum ( Biological Survey
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Collodion), from San Jose Islaml, (inlf of Califnrnia, Mexico; collectt'il

by J. E. McLellan, Antrust 2, IS!):).

Geof/niphir illsfrllintion.—San Jose Island, (inlf of California, [Mexico.

Specific cJt(n-(iclcrs.—Size oi Sjilril<ii/ii>< IxirJniKnii ri^erdsccnx; ears larger

anri color inucli jialer.

Measurcmoits of 1 1/pi'.
—Total lentrth, .">;'.!); tail vertel)ra% -II; hind foot,

73; length of ears from notch, in drieil skin, (i:!.

Sylvilagus bachmani exiguus snbsp. nov.

Li>\vi;it (•alif(»j;n"ia dimsh kaihsit.

Ti/pe Xo. i:i!),(i(i7, adult male, U. S. National ]\luseum ( biological Survey

Collection), from Yubay, central Lower California, Mexico; collected by
E. AV. Nelson and F. A. (ioldman, Scptcniber ID, I'JOo.

Gcogrojihic di>>ti'i}iiiti<iii.—'V\{v ari<l middle }iart of the l\'niusula of

Lower California, Mexico.

Siih.yirclfic clKiriiclcrx.—^imilar in si/.e to cincrasmis but difl'ers from

that form in its mucli longer ears, larger buihe and well marked gray

rump patch.

Measurcmciils of tiipr.
—Total length. '.W't; tail vertebr;e, ;;'_'; hind foot,

68; length of ear.s from notch in dried skin, (it.


