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Abstract
The Upholstery and Chairmaking Trades of Eighteenth-Century Newport, 1730–1790

This thesis aims to advance existing scholarship on the chairmaking and upholstery trades of eighteenth-century Newport through biographies of craftsmen, analyses of Newport’s chairmaking and upholstery trades, and a careful examination of chairs with surviving original upholstery. The basis for my study was records compiled by Yale University Art Gallery for its Rhode Island Furniture Archive. The culmination of years of research on the state’s furniture and furniture makers from the seventeenth through the early nineteenth centuries, these primary source documents include judicial, land, probate, town-meeting, and town-council records. Supplemental information was gleaned from genealogical records, census data, and historical newspapers. Based on the aforementioned sources, this thesis argues that there was a much livelier and more robust eighteenth-century Newport chair trade than previously imagined. My analysis of available evidence indicates that upholstered seating furniture was being produced in Newport as early as the 1730s, and that a greater number of craftsmen than previously supposed were engaged in the city’s upholstery and chairmaking trades.
