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Tupper Seminar 
Tuesday, August 24, noon seminar 
speaker will be Richard Cooke 

Trade, Symbols and Sodal 
Complexity in Precolumbian 
Patltlma: New Data from "Gran 
CocM" 

Bambi Seminar 
Please consult your bulletin board to 
learn about the next Bambi seminar. 
Remember that transportation and 
dinner reservations are essential. Call BCI 
a t 272-2124 or E-mail: Bambi 

Arrivals 
Stephen Schultz, Universitatal 
Wiirzburg, Aug 22 - Jan 20, 2000, to 
work with Gerhard Zotz on the 
epiphyte community structure and 
dynamic in a tropical wet forest, at Ft. 
Sherman and Tupper. 

• Joe Meisel, University of Wisconsin, 
Aug 25 - Sep 15, to study the linear 
barriers and forest bird movement in 
Gamboa. 

• Nancy Knowlton, STRI, Aug 27 - Sep 9, 
00 a field trip to Bocas del Toro. 

Departures 
• Allen Herre, Aug 19 - Sep 15, to 

Barcelona, Spain, to attend the 
European Evolution Society 
Conference, and to Edinburgh, 
Scotland, to attend the Conference on 
Evolution. He will also visit 
colleagues in Stuttgart, Germany, and 
in Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 

"harIa del Mes 
STRI Y el Patronato del Parque Natural 
Metropolitano in vitan a toda la 

comunidad a la Charla Smithsonian del 
Mes, el miercoles 25 de agosto, en el 
Sa16n Las OropEmdolas del Parque, a las 
7:30pm. La charlascra dictada por Marco 
L. DIn (STRI e IguanaTours) 

Impactos thl Turismo en las Areas 
Naturales de Panama 

jFelicitaciones! 
A Rafael Batista, de 
Ba rro Colorado. y a su 
esposa Anayansi Duran 
de Batista, por el 
nacimiento de Ana 
Cristina, el sabado 14 de 
agosto de 1999 a las 
2:59pm en el Hospital 
Nadonal, Ciudad de 

Panama. Ana Cristina pes6 61bs Y midi6 
49cm al momento de nacer. 

Tropical Plant 
Biologist 
STRI is offering an entry level position 
for a full time plant biOlogist. STRI offers 
a variety of terrestrial facilities, such as 
the Barro Colorado Island Nature 
Monument and canopy access cranes, 
and of marine sites, including sta tions on 
both sides of the Isthmus of Panama at 
Bocas del Toro, Naos and Coibita. In 
addition, STRI also has fully equipped 
molecu lar, paleontological and 
physiological laboratories. Further, 
partner ins titutio ns working in 
conjunction with the Center for Tropical 
Forest Science, opera te a SO-hectare forest 
dynamic plots that provide access to 
tropical forest sites around the world. 
We seek an outstanding candidate with 
an activc research program in tropical 
plant biology, broadly defined for a 
permanent staff appointment. This 
app:>intment has been made possible by 
a grant from the Andrew W. Mellon 

Panama, August 20,1999 

Foundation. Applications will be 
accepted immediately. The committee 
will begin meeting in October and the 
position will remain open until filled. 
STRl is an equal opportunity employer 
hiring without regard to racc, gender or 
nationality. Send applications to 
Chairman, Search Committee/Tropical 
Plant Biologist, Smithsonian Institution, 
Smithsonian Tropical Research InstillJ le, 
WaShington, D.C. 20560-0580. 

Leonor Motta 
Retires 
Se jubila Leonor Malta 
After fifteen years at SfRI, l...eonor C. 
Motta retires (rom her position as 
Executive Officer and Assistant Director 
fo r AdministTation, o n August 31-. She 
started working for STRI in 1984 as 
cxecutive officcr after leaving a position 
as attorney in the Legal Department at 
the Panama Canal Commission. During 
her career at STRl Leonor enhanced 
STRl's administrative image with SI and 
spearheaded the development of our 
telecommunication capabilities_ She has 
represented STRI as president of the 
"Fundaci6n Pro Bibiotcca Nacional" and 
at the "Patronato del Museodel Canal de 
Panama". This past year, Leonor lead the 
transition process of STRI into the year 
2000. On Friday, August 20, coworkers 
offered a breakfast in her honor at Tivoli, 
before she flew to Moroccoand the South 
of France. We wish her all the best ••• 
Luego d e quince anos en STRI, Leonor 
Motta se jubila d e su posici6n como 
"Executive Officer" y Subdirectora 
Adjunta para Administraci6n, el 31 de 
agosto. Motta cmpcz6 a tTabajar cn STRI 
en 1984, dejando su cargo como abogada 
en el Departamento Legal de la Comisi6n 
del Canal de Panama. Durante su carrera 
en STRI, Loonor mejor6 la imagen 
administrative de STRJ ante 51 y dispar6 
el desarrollo de nuestras capaddades en 



cl desarrollo de nucstras capacidadcs en 
tciccumuilicaciuncs. Tambicn ha 
represcl\tado a STRI como prcsidenta del 
ratronato de la Fundaci6n de Ja 
8ibliotc<'a Nacional, y en cl Patronatodc1 
Musco del Canal de Panama. Durante 
cstc af\O lidcriz6 cl proc(.'SQ de transicion 
de STRJ al ana 2000. Companeros de 
trabajo ofrecieron un desa yuno en su 
honor el viernes 20 de agosto en Tfvoli, 
haras antes de salir de viaje hada 
Marruec::os y el Sur de Francia. Nuestros 
mejores deseos. 

Job Opportunity 
The Oxiord School seeks a highschool 
biology EngUsh.speaking professor to 
start working inunediately. t nterested 
please contact Margarita Vallarino at 
321-0061 or 321-0062. 

Year 2000 

VIRUS 
del 2000 

ZOO IN A SERIES OF SHORT ARTIQES 
It is difficult to predict the effect of 

the Y2K virus in computers and 
programmable logic con trollers 
(PLC). There are around 10 billion of 
PLCs a round the world. These are 
"chips" used to manage devices like 
VCRs, coffee makers, etc. According 
to the Gartner group, 90% of 
applications will be affected and 
systems will crash if the problem is 
not corrected on time. However, the 
best thing to do is to be prepared. 
Preventative action will depend on 
the variety of installations and 
equipment which may be affected. 
Some general principles follow: 

lOOillFY5IF£TYC2nc.<l5Y51t1Y6 
One of the most important things 

to do is to know which system if it 
fails can put on danger human lives 
or create a large amount of financial 
loses. Examples of those systems can 
be an airplane autopilot system, a 
hospital high·tech health care system, 
or a safety system in a bank. 

REPlACE CI1 OJRRECrr 
Replacing old systems with new 

commercial packages is probably the 
best opt ion but it is costly. Also, it is 
important to know that recently, an 
important company verified 4000 PC 
programs (including some on sale 
today) and it found that only 28% of 
the programs with the Y2K problems 
had been declared as Y2K compatible! 

On the other hand, to locate and 
correct aU incidents of dates in 
computers takes time and money. And 
there is still a chance of error. 

CH,<H;E '-~QTYEARRaDSTO"-~QT 
Of course, th is is the "obvious". 
However, it presents some problems. 
First, two additional digits take 
additional space in printed forms. 
Second, sometimes is not that easy to 
simply Change to four digits without 
redesigning the report or fonn. In a 
database, thi s can result in 
redesigning theentiredatabase! Also, 
during the recent 4OOO-program 
verification, 20% of them used a 
technique of date windowing 10 
expand YY to YVYY, but it couldn't 
be modified by the user. .. 

At STRI, every computer user 
will be responsible for hislher 
computer. The Office . of 
Information Technology (OIU 
will provide the information 
needed for this transition, upon 
request. Don't take any chances! 
Contact Tania Ouiel, OIT, STRI • 
Tel. 212·8152 • E·mail: 
qu ielt@tivoli.si.edu 

zDQ ~ VARlCGART[rua;<DrrCG 
Es dificil predecir el efeeto del 

virus del 2000 en computadoras y 
"chips". Hay cerca de 10 billones d e 
"chips" en videogragadoras, cafeteras, 
etc. De acuerdo al grupe Gartner, 
90% de las aplicaciones se afectamn y 
los sistemas caerAn si el problema no 
se soluciona a tiempo. Por ello, 10 

mejor es estar preparado. Las 
medidas preventivas deberAn ser d e 
acuerdo a la importanda del equipo. 
Ofrecemos algunos principios 
genera les: 

I OOillRru LeG 51ST!' SON fMi ali nCC6 
Empieee por determinar que 

sistemas podrian poner vidas en 
peligro en caso de fallar, 0 que 
causarfa una perdida fina"riera 
mayor. Ejemplo de estos si. I13S 

pueden ser pilotos automaticos en 
aviones, cuidados intensivos de alta 
tecnologia en hospitales. 0 sistemas 
de seguridad en bancos. 

IREflWLAZARO~Rr 
Reemplazar sistemas vlelos con 

paquetes comerciales nuevos es 
probablemente la mejor opci6n, pero 
es costosa. Es importante saber que 
recientemente una importante 
comparua verific6 4000 programas 
para PCs (incluyendo paquetes aun 
en venta) y encontr6 que solamente 
28% de los programas que pueden 
experimenta r problemas del virus del 
2000 se han dechuado como 
compatibles con eI 2000. 

Por otro lado, localizar y corregir 
todas las incidencias de fec::has en un 
aparato computarizado toma tiempo 
y dinero. Ademas, se puedencometer 
errores. 

CAT6IllRaCAI1IPO t:aRb .. t:iQTeG 
Por supueslo, esto es 10 "obvio". 

Sin embargo, tambien presenla 
problemas. Primero, dos digitos 
adidonales toman mas espado en 
una forma. Segundo, algunas veces 
no es facil cambiar a cuatrodigitos sin 
necesidad de redisenar un reporte. 
Algunas bases de datos d eberc1 n ser 
totalmente rooisei\adas. Ademas, 
durante la reciente revision de los 
4000 programas, e120% de ellos usan 
una ventana para fcchaquc secambia 
de YY a YYYY, pero ino puede ser 
modificada por el usuario! 

En STRt cada usuario de 
computadoras sed responsabte 
porsu computadora. LaOficinade 
Informatica (OIU Ie suministrara 
toda la inIormaci6n necesaria para 
Ia transid6n at pedirla. INr- "Ie 
arriesgue! Consulte a Tania c:. I, 
OIT, STRI, Tel 212·8152 • E·mail: 
quielt@tivoli.si.edu 


