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S. Dillon Ripley (1913-2001)
S. Dillon Ripley, 87, the eighth secretary of the Smithsonian

Institution and a well-known biologist for his studies on the

birds of India, died of pneumonia on Monday, March 12, at

George Washington University Hospital, Washington, DC.

Ripley, who served as secretary from 1964-1984, was

responsible for an unparallel period of growth and expansion

at the Smithsonian. During his tenure, eight new museums,

seven new research facilities and numerous Smithsonian

outreach programs were launched. He started the

Smithsonian Magazine, organized the Smithsonian

Associates, started the American Folklife Festival, and

multiplied the number of visitors, the operating budget, and

the amount of employees. Ripley wrote a number of books,

among them, The sacred grove, a series of essays on museums;

Trail of the money bird, a book about his New Guinea

adventures; Search for the Spiny Babbler, an account of his

Nepal expeditions; A Paddling of ducks, on his experiences

with waterfowl; A synopsis of the birds of India and Pakistan; The Land and wildlife of Tropical Asia, Paradox

of the human condition, Rails of the world, and others. He is survived by daughters Julie Dillon Miller,

Rosemary L. Ripley, and Sylvia McNeill Addison. (Taken from Small, Lawrence. March 12, 2001.

“S. Dillon Ripley, Smithsonian Secretary for 20 Years, Dies.” Washington, DC. Complete

information at www.si.edu)

S. Dillon Ripley, 87, el octavo secretario del Smithsonian y biólogo reconocido por sus estudios en

las aves de India, murió de neumonía el lunes 12 de marzo en el Hospital de la Universidad de

Washington, en Washington DC. Ripley, quien sirvió como secretario de 1964 a 1984, fue

responsable for un período de crecimiento y expansión sin paralelo en el Smithsonian. Durante su

administración se inauguraron ocho nuevos museos, siete nuevos centros de investigación, y

numerosos programas de extensión del Smithsonian. Empezó a publicar la revista Smithsonian,

organizó a los Asociados del Smithsonian, empezó a celebrar el Festival Folklórico de América, y

multiplicó el número de visitantes, el presupuesto de operaciones y el número de empleados. Ripley

escribió un número de libros, entre ellos The sacred grove [Arboleda sagrada], una serie de ensayos

sobre museos; Trail of the money bird [Sendero del ave de dinero], sobre sus aventuras en Nueva

Guinea; Search for the spiny babbler [Búsqueda del charlatán espinoso], sobre sus expediciones en

Nepal; A paddling of ducks [Un reyeno de patos] sobre sus experiencias con aves acuáticas; A synopsis

of the birds of India and Pakistan; [Sinopsis de las aves de India y Pakistán] The land and wildlife of tropical

Asia [La tierra y la vida silvestre del Asia tropical], Paradox of the human condition [Paradoja sobre la

condición humana], Rails of the world [Pilares del mundo] y otros. De la familia de Dillon Ripley

quedan sus hijas  Julie Dillon Miller, Rosemary L. Ripley, y Sylvia McNeill Addison. (Tomado de

Small, Lawrence. March 12, 2001. “S. Dillon Ripley, Smithsonian Secretary for 20 Years, Dies.”

Washington, DC. Información completa en www.si.edu

Tupper seminarTupper seminarTupper seminarTupper seminar
Tuesday, March 20, noon
seminar speaker will be W.
Owen McMillan, University
of Puerto Rico
Speciation and species

boundaries in coral reef

fishes

Bambi seminarBambi seminarBambi seminarBambi seminar
Thursday, March 22, Bambi
seminar speaker will be
Roland Kays, New York
State Museum, and Martin
Wikelski, Princton University
Automated telemetry on

BCI

ArrivalsArrivalsArrivalsArrivals
William Eberhard, Mary Jane
West-Eberhard, STRI, Costa
Rican Project, William
Laurance, STRI, Biological
Dynamics of Forest
Fragment Project, Brazil, A.
Stanley Rand and Joe Wright
will arrive in Panama next
week, to attend the
Fellowships meetings.

Alexander Lang, Karl-
Franzens-University Graz,
Austria, Mar 17 - Apr 28, to
work with Ingeborg Teppner
on the environmental
gradients in predation by bats
and its influence on acoustic
communication in
neotropical katydids
(Orthoptera: Tettigoniidae),
on BCI.

Sabine Spehn, Universität
Tübingen, Germany, Mar 17 -
Feb 20, 2002, to study the
mechanisms of coexistence
of two insectivorous gleaning
bats (Phyllosthomidae:
Mycronycteris hirsuta and
Tonatia bidens): resource and
habitat use and prey
detection, on BCI.
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Prince Hussain Ali Khan
and H.H. Aga Khan
(Photo: http://akdn.org/
gallery/sorb91.html)

STRI receives first-ever
charitable gift annuity
Recently, SI supporter Joan Siedenburg directed a
$50,000 charitable gift annuity to STRI, marking the
first time the Institute receives this type of gift. Joan,
a science enthusiast who has studied zoology and
other areas of biology, visited STRI during a
Smithsonian Associates trip in 1999, as was struck by
the unusual fertility of Panama's land and sea. A tour
to the San Blas Islands with staff scientist Stanley
Heckadon left her appreciating both the diverse
species in Panama and the diverse culture of its
people. “The dollars given to STRI accomplish a
great deal because STRI's work has practical
applications to the environment and to people,”
stated Siedenburg, encouraging others to follow her
example. We expect her at STRI in Apriil, with
members of the development staff. In the photo,
director Ira Rubinoff meets with Joan Siedenburg in Washington DC, to thank her for her gift.

Cherie Wasoff, STRI.

Recientemente, Joan Siedenburg, donante del Smithsonian, donó $50,000 a STRI a través del
programa “Charity Gift Annuity”, la primera vez que el Instituto recibe esta clase de regalo.
Joan, una entusiasta de la ciencia que ha estudiado zoología y otras ramas de la biología, visitó
Panamá en 1999 en uno de los viajes de los Asociados al Smithsonian, y le impresionó la
fertilidad poco común de la tierra y el mar en Panamá. Un viaje a las Islas de San Blas con el
científico Stanley Heckadon le permitió apreciar las especies diversas de Panamá, y la diversidad
de culturas de su gente. “Los dólares donados a STRI logran mucho porque el trabajo de STRI
tiene aplicaciones prácticas para el ambiente y para la gente” comentó Siedenburg, animando a
otros a seguir su ejemplo. En la foto, el director Ira Rubinoff se reúne con Joan Siedenburg en
Washington DC, para agradecer su donación.

Muhammad''''s descendant
visits STRI 
Hussain Ali Kahn of Jordan, 27, the youngest son of the Aga Khan,
Imam (head) of the Shia Imami Ismaili Muslims, visited Barro
Colorado Island and the Tupper Center on Wednesday, March 14.
Hussain Ali Kan is a direct descendant of the Prophet Muhammad
(through his father's cousin and son-in-law, Ali, the first Imam, and
his wife Fatima, the Prophet's daughter). Prince Hussain graduated
from Williams College (USA) and works in cultural activities at the
Aga Kahn Foundation, a non-profit organization that promotes
social development. Prince Hussain has a particular interest in frogs,
and enjoyed visiting the wetlab on BCI and meeting herpetologists
Eric Lindquist and César Jaramillo.

Hussain Ali Kahn de Jordania, 27, el hijo menor de Aga Khan,
Imam (máximo líder) de los musulmanes Shia Imami Ismaili visitó Barro Colorado y el Centro
Tupper el miércoles, 14 de marzo. Hussain Ali Kan es descendiente directo del Profeta
Mahoma (a través del primo y yerno de su padre, Ali, el primer Imam y su esposa Fátima, hija
del Profeta). El Príncipe Hussain se graduó de la Universidad de Williams, EU, y trabaja en
actividades culturales de la Fundación Aga Khan, organización sin fines de lucro que promueve
el desarrollo social. El príncipe Hussain tiene un interés especial en ranas, y disfrutó su visita a
los laboratorios en Barro Colorado y conversar con los herpetólogos Eric Lindquist y César
Jaramillo.

Descendiente de Mahoma visita STRI

More arrivalsMore arrivalsMore arrivalsMore arrivals
Ulrich Mueller and Cameron Currie,
University of Texas at Austin, Mar 18
- May 15, to study the attine cultivar
adaptation to local conditions, in
Gamboa.

Christoph Meyer, Universität
Würzburg, Mar 19 - May 5, to work
with Gerhard Zotz on growth and
survival of hemiepiphyte roots in
aroids, on BCI.

Aubrey Gilbert, Mar 22-31, to work
with Héctor Guzmán on a study of
stress on corals, at Naos.

Hans Gehrig, visiting scientist from
Germany, Mar 23 - Aug 31, to work
with John Cushman on the analysis
of the evolution of crassulacean acid
metabolism plants using DNA
microarray technology, at Tupper.
 

CondolenciasCondolenciasCondolenciasCondolencias
Nuestras condolencias a Diana
Carvajal del Proyecto Arqueológico
de Cerro Juan Díaz de STRI, por la
muerte de su padre, el lunes 12 de
marzo.

New STRI publicationsNew STRI publicationsNew STRI publicationsNew STRI publications
Eberhard, William G. 2001. “Species-
specific genetalic copulatory
courtship in sepsid flies (Diptera,
Sepsidae, Microsepsis) and theories
of genitalic evolution” Evolution 55(1):
93-102. (January) You can read
Evolution articles in .pdf at
http://evol.allenpress.com

Hunt, Jeffrey S., Bermingham,
Eldredge, Ricklefs, Robert E. 2001.
“Molecular systematics and
biogeography of Antillean thrashers,
tremblers, and mockingbirds (Aves:
Mimidae).” The Auk 118(1): 35–55.

Lovette, Irby J. and Bermingham,
Eldredge. 2001. “Mitochondrial
perspective on the phylogenetic
relationships of the Parula wood-
warblers.” The Auk 118(1): 211-215.


