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DRACAINA AMERICANA, DoONN. SMm.

DRACZENA AMERICANA, 7. Sp.

Leaves linear-ensiform, tapering from about the middle to an acute apex, contracted above the
dilated and obliquely amplexicaul base, from 21 to 35 centimetres long, from 1 to 2.3 centimetres
broad, pergameneous, with scariose margins, green on both surfaces, ecostate, at first erect, becom-
ing recurved ; nerves prominent above and beneath, at the base of leaf from 16 to 19, and at its
middle from 40 to 50, including the intermediate weaker ones. Panicles ovoid, dense, from 13 to
24 centimetres high, scarcely equalling the nearest leaves ; branches alternate, leafy-bracted, short,
spreading at an angle of from 45° to 60° ; racemes from 4 to 8 centimetres long ; pedicels solitary,
binate or ternate, from 3 to 6 millimetres long, articulated above their middle ; bractlets cuspidate-
deltoid, minute ; perianth white, 7 millimetres long, the segments 6 times longer than the tube;
stamens 5 millimetres long ; filaments yellow, broadly applanate, contracted at each end ; anthers
a third shorter, pallid, affixed near their base; ovary oval, with the twice longer style equalling
the perianth in length, ovules solitary, orbicular. Berry greenish yellow, pulpose, 5 or by abor-
tion 2-1-seeded ; if 3-seeded, depressed-globose, slightly and obtusely 3-lobulate, transversely
about 2 centimetres in diameter ; if 2-seeded, transversely oval; if 1-seeded, globose ; seeds sub-
globose, from 10 to 12 millimetres in diameter.

A tree, from 7 to 12 metres high, with a trunk from 2 to 3 decimetres in diameter, clad with a
grayish and somewhat exfoliating bark ; branches dichotomous ; young branchlets striate, marked
by the oblique and completely annular scars of fallen leaves, densely leafy for the space of from
3 to 4.5 decimetres below their tips. Fruit maturing in December.

Guatemala: Department of Alta Verapaz, forests of Hacienda Cubilquitz, at an altitude of 350
metres above the sea-level, H. von Tiirckheim, March, 1902 (No. 8312 of my Series of Central
American plants). Honduras, Department of Santa Bdrbara, San Pedro Sula, at an altitude of
300 metres above the sea-level, C. 7hieme, May, 1888 (No. 5602 of the same Series); Rio Tela,
Puerto Sierra, Percy Wilson, February, 1903 (No. 425). Costa Rica, Comarca de Puntarenas,
Puente Lagurto, at an altitude of 500 metres above the sea-level, Adolfo Tonduz (No. 4811);
Comarca de Puntarenas, Santa Fe, Enrique Pittier, February, 1897 (No. 11200).

According to the arrangement in Baker’s Monograph of the Asparagacem (Jour. Linn. Soc. Xiv. 508), this species
belongs to the Section of which Dracena Draco, L., is the type. It is, in fact, nearest to that species by its minute
flowers. Since the genus has been known hitherto only from the Old World, its representation in America is an inter-
esting discovery. The widely separated localities, as above cited, indicate the general distribution of this species
throughout Central America in the tierra caliente of both the Atlantic and the Pacific slopes. Young plants produced
from seeds, brought by Mr. Wilson from Honduras, are under cultivation in the New York Botanical Garden. Du-
plicates of Nos. 8312 and 5602, under the name of Cordyline oligosperma, Donn. Sm. ined., have been communicated
to the following herbaria : Arnold Arboretum and Gray Herbarium, Harvard University ; Smithsonian Institution ;
Columbia University ; Missouri Bot. Garden ; Royal Gardens, Kew ; Konigl. Bot. Museum, Berlin; Bot. Museum

der Universitit, Munich.
JouN DONNELL SMITH.

Baltimore.



” _ ..” P T - ..,'—- "_
.-$Aw1$ *rs,‘_ \5.\:‘

> --g) v(v

‘*"—'I-‘?d‘?.'- N - _ :
L 3 v - . - ‘ -. '»f‘

’."4_}.--,.' 1 Y -
W . A y: )

N . . - : v : .
- - . . . . v ! .
- - . - - <l _—r » s 5> P
. - f"""'."‘T"‘ i e _‘:l el . < S o & Ny z o i
- _ - -3 ; PR Pl . s S LY .,-;__-L."‘me -
- )
=

.-"‘ TR ’_: '.:. AL oty LE o 2 . _._.,;‘ R" e 0”&&- 4 )I, - -.' .‘_. "\w
' et LT e s "‘“‘ "‘r*“ 1»&“4 M% E

. . . z : - . - ¢ . ';A
: et o L Sl tg,,.‘ ?hu.‘*"“ JL;""-.'.
: S - Tl ) | v | LN e .4,,:.%.

\ 4 ' ) = . — - ) :
\ L - N Attt d - 7 = - - . - 0 et
- —~ e - - v - B
v
T . et c 3 : . - . - P - o
X - y - s By Ve D el - e . . S -
- . . - 4, . 4
- - - - - - -
. " i -
‘ - - - -
< .
. o o L% ' s L
! - - l . " A y d - 2P, ¥ P
’ -4 kY o N s ) " - M . ¢ " 37 S _-
: - - e g 3 S . -] g
. N, < M - LI . - v '. N
> + . x P Yhe SR
» S .
4
. - Lt e
A - -, L
% B
a - ¥
9 - X 3 ~ ~& 1
2 - . i S| " -
S -
a4 < A . =
- 4
- l- | 4 po - - - 4
- s A e =l o o
- . T f o Al s >4 >
, ' Y # - N i A L A
P ohy T S g ' - ’-‘?” T ":".?.‘ Y - LA . =
. - -y B - . - A P o a - AT
. - - d ] 0 — e . TV s - .
it w1, -.’,~“"’1.o<3' Ay e -t ML e
- - -~ - i L8 -~ -y - - e - . A -~
’ -y . ¥ .2 rVL . N..A“"W'\ \ e ”’q e X f“d.f
¢ - - - Y 7T i, NI AL, w4y ot SO R ey
. . - > L AR » -~ A, -
« n il ' . v v “.?’.ﬁo.'-l-t.'\&r -.:' e ¥ -2 >
) — 14 »
S : XYLy < )"'i-“‘ el o S
: | = : Ltz et (L
. ST v gy ™ 22" y 4
i [ URL AP .
e . B~ Yy 'v_'.._,‘_
- -t
3 s > 32 4 P
P S A SO 2
o -t p. ¥ ) DS A ’ " — ,L
' . - .
& f . b - s -
- -_‘n - L R P - rd |_ X é - . e
» ‘s . v " :- v
o 1 . - 1 '
- ' ' = " & - I
; Y - “ ,l
v ¥ Y - A T e &' -
3 J \ R LA o 4 4 b{ ,v‘ X 1y j_\-
- . L ]
. : - et ot - Topl ¥ 2 s34 o) B 4 & B
' 1= , - : o P I B e Y o R L T b €V : s
" el - - > ~ Y Ny o \ O - - g M A " 3 4 ey v o' (RN = T LN ot sy \;"‘ = -‘_y,) e - & LR
. ) . . - - - ’ . ‘ v - . . S - {} \ " -l L 1 &
e ; [ ¢ « g N T ‘{ \a ; R b 1 - > oLt ~1 = 18 B 3 ? ; - ‘7‘4‘0?'-0"'7 ol “l’.}.’ ?':Q J.L-_. o;o $ .‘—.v" - . w.' Y
o - . - s R . . N v - g p -2 i, S ’ . - . P - . - ,.'.' . s ekl - -t ¥ ¢ LA ’ Fe
] . . M= Sy ) Mgl SO e Basarv sy a B Lo ‘ A » Sy i ’ - ‘..._ cotd ‘Q'OL-AL -.}r - TS .‘,‘, P i ® ~
g - > . " - Al N A . - v . ey | i g - e 1.1 , -
- , A e T , - g ) i M gt bk » “_.. .’-., ._____ .n...‘. Wt Y e > .
. SR - 1 » A . . ' A, =1 Sy
J - -9 - L -~ : ’ - . - » b
o '. e "" ~P-- .oq"u! '}.'v AN OIS T e o g1, .
& - § g

. - H o -5 3 = " TRy ST . A% L i .,.‘-\' " < B




Jrr. Lic. PL. Pr. XCVIII

l
'

‘I :
’ ’1
/4 ' /
J :
/ : L
i £/
| / \ : i 1B . ™"
J " ! : ‘ ! | | : )
14l ‘ I
: g ! [ ! |'
y j i
71/ | I M R
! I
I 1!
i '; t t ’
: | : " | |
: v :‘ : ) ,‘/I
! (|l
| .
I R

|
|
.!',

|

’
()

ORY -] By, NN

C. E. F del.
{5 @ACENA AMERICANA, Donn. Sm.



