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Family TROGONIDAE: Trogons

TROGON STRIGILATUS STRIGILATUS Linnaeus

Trogon strigilatus Linnaeus, Systema naturae, ed. 12, vol. 1, 1766, p. 167

(Cayenne)

.

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 (f, Caicara, March 24, 1948; gonads small; iris brown, eye ring blue-white,

bill blue-gray, feet black; gizzard contained fruit.

Apparently all the individuals of this trogon do not breed at one

time of the year. This example was not in breeding condition in

March, while others from southern Venezuela (Friedmann, Proc. U. S.

Nat. Mus., vol. 97, 1948, p. 426), taken in Februaiy, March, and

April, were found to have enlarged gonads. The present specimen is

in good fresh plumage.

This beautiful trogon was recorded in the deciduous seasonal woods

at Caicara during March and July. The collector was informed

locally that it was a rather common bird and that it could often be

heard calling at night. Quite possibly that is true, for the bird was

heard uttering the loud rather distmctive caU cow-cow-cow after dark

as well as during the day. It was a quiet bird, often sitting motionless

for long periods, inconspicuous in spite of its size and coloring.

Notmthstanding its local name, "gusanero" (worm-eater), fruit and

seeds were found in the gizzard of the specimen collected.

Family ALCEDINIDAE: Kingfishers

CERYLE TORQUATA TORQUATA (Linnaeus)

Alcedo torquata Linnaeus, Systema naturae, ed. 12, vol. 1, 1766, p. 180 (Mar-

tinique and Mexico).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf, Cantaura, May 2, 1948; one testis (right) small, the other very small and
irregular in shape; iris dark brown, bill dull gray, green at base; an adult in fairly

fresh plumage.

The great-ringed kingfisher was encountered uncommonly on the

Guarapiche River, where it flowed through the lowland seasonal

forest at Caicara, and on the Guanipa River on the open savanna.

It was recorded in April, May, August, September, and November.

This species was heard to utter a low chuck.

CHLOROCERYLE AMAZONA AMAZONA (Latham)

Alcedo amazona Latham, Index ornithologicus, vol. 1, 1790, p. 257 (Cayenne).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9 , Cantaura, October 12, 1947; gonads enlarged; iris brown; plumage fresh.

This kingfisher was common on the Guarapiche River at Caicara;

it was also encountered occasionally at the savanna ponds. It was

recorded during April, May, September, and November, apparently

breeding in September.
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The call note vfas a short, harsh chrrt.

Local name, "martin pescador."

CHLOROCERYLE AMERICANA AMERICANA (Gmelin)

Alcedo americana Gmelin, Systema naturae, vol. 1, 1788, p. 451 (Cayenne).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9 , unsexed, Cantaura, March 1, 1946, August 17, 1947; gonads not enlarged

in March bird (no comment on label of August specimen); iris brown or black;

gizzard contained remains of small fish.

Both specimens are in somewhat abraded plumage, the March bird

more so than the August one.

This small kingfisher was present, but not common, about streams

and ponds in the woodland or edge both around Cantaura and Caicara.

It was recorded during March, April, May, September, and December.

The collector did not find it at the savanna lagoons, although those

bodies of water contained enough animal life to support small flocks of

herons and spoonbills.

The specimen collected was not heard uttering a call note; however,

others that the collector believes were all this species and not Chloro-

ceryle amazona had two distinct notes, a sharp click and a short

chrrupy which was uttered while flying.

Both of the present species and the larger Megaceryle torguata are

known locally by the name "martin pescador."

Family GALBULIDAE: Jacamars

GALBULA RUFICAUDA RUFICAUDA CuTier

Galbula ruficauda Cuvier, Rfegne animal, vol. 1, 1817, p. 420 ("La Guyana";
Cayenne)

.

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9) Caicara, December 15, 1945; gonads slightly enlarged; iris brown, feet

yellow-green; soles dull yellow.

This jacamar was encountered singly in the wet woods around

Caicara, where it was a common bird. It was observed once at

Cantaura in March. At Caicara it was noted in March, April, July,

November, and December.

The bu'd has a variety of calls, generally composed of short clear

notes given in succession and running up or down the scale.

In the collector's field catalog this bird is noted as the "jilguero."

Though this is its local native name, "jilguero" is usually used for

small finches in Spanish-speaking countries.

Family BUCCONIDAE: PufFbirds

HYPNELUS BICINCTUSIBICINCTUS (Gould)

Tamatia hicinda Gould, Proc. Zool. Soc.f London, 1836 (1837), pt. 4, p. 80

(Cayenne ? = Venezuela)

.



VENEZUELAN ORNITHOLOGY—FRIEDMANN AND SMITH 491

SPECIMENS COLLECTED

1 (f, 1 9 , Cantaura, May 21, June 15, 1947; gonads slightly enlarged in both;

brood patch very evident in 9 ; iris pale yellow; gizzards contained dragonfly and
other insects.

Both birds are in worn plumage, the May female more so than the

June male.

Although the collector searched for this species during 1944, 1945,

and 194G, he was never able to record the bird mthin the study area.

However, from June 1947 until May 1949 it was fairly common
throughout, generally recorded singly, but with as many as 10 seen

in one day during every month of the year except July. The collector

feels certain that it was not simply through oversight that the species

was not recorded during the first three years, but that the bird was
actually absent or very rare in the area. It was encountered most
commonly in the deciduous seasonal woods, but it was present also

in the edge habitats and in the lowland seasonal forest.

Local name, "aguantapiedra"—used at least by the boys of the

region, in the sense that this sluggish bu'd will endure or tolerate

(aguantar) stoning (piedra) for considerable time without flushing.

CHELIDOPTERA TENEBROSA TENEBROSA (Pallas)

Cuculus tenebrosus Pallas, Neue nordische Beytrage, vol. 3, 1782, p. 3 (Surinam).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9 , Caicara, November 8, 1947; gonads enlarged; iris brown, feet and bill

black; remiges molting; gizzard contained "stink bugs."

This specimen agrees with birds from northern Brazil and southern

Venezuela in the color of the middle abdomen and shows no tendency

to paler gray there as in the description of pallida Cory from north-

western Venezuela. (This latter race may not be valid, as Peters-

Check-list of birds of the world, vol. 6, 1948, p. 23, synonymizes it

with tenebrosa.)

This bird was fairly common at the edge of the lowland seasonal

forest at Caicara, becoming abundant outside the study area toward

Caripito. Several were observed at Cantam'a in February. It was

recorded at Caicara in January, March, June, July, August, and

December. Generally it was found in small flocks that perched at

the tips of dead branches or on telephone wires, from whicti they

sallied forth to catch insects in the air, much in the manner of fly-

catchers.

Family RAMPHASTIDAE: Toucans

RAMPHASTOS TUCANUS Linnaeus

Ramphastos tucanus Linnaeus, Systema naturae, ed. 10, vol. 1, 1758, p. 103

(South America; restricted to Surinam by Griscom and Greenway, Bull.

Mus. Comp. Zool., vol. 81, 1937, p. 430).

855851—50 6
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SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf, Caicara, December 27, 1945; gonads not enlarged; iris brown; tarsi and toes

light cobalt. Some of inner primaries and secondaries are externally edged with

dull sepia, making it seem as if the bird were in molt when collected, the old brown

remiges showing among the black new ones. However, there is no other visible

sign of molt.

This beautiful toucan was common in the wet woods around Caicara;

it was not encountered elsewhere. The birds were generally seen in

pairs, although five or six often could be heard calling at the same

time. Its call consists of three loud notes, uttered rhythmically with a

brief pause between each note. It may be written peeah-po-co; the

first note is high and downward-slurring, accented at the beginning;

the other two notes are lower in tone. These notes aU carry equally

well; even at a distance the peeah-po-co is still clear and unmistakable.

The bird bobs its head to the rhythm of the call. Locally it is thought

to make the sign of the cross at this time.

It was recorded in February, March, April, June, July, September,

and December. A female examined in July was found to be in breed-

ing condition, the ovary with "small yolks."

Local name, "piapoco," in imitation of the call.

PTEROGLOSSUS AEACARI RORAIMAE Brabourne and Chubb

Pteroglossus roraimae Brabourne and Chubb, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist., ser. 8,

vol. 10, 1912, p. 261 (British Guiana).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 ? , Caicara, December 21, 1945; gonads not enlarged; iris brown, tarsi and

toes dull green; in molt.

The limited material available for study does not lead to a conclusive

decision regarding the separation proposed by Brabourne and Chubb
(cit. supra) of a form roraimae from British Guiana and adjacent

parts of Venezuela. Peters (Check-list of birds of the world, vol. 6,

1949, p. 76) accepts this race, and we follow his arrangement. Our
present example agrees with two from British Guiana in its broad

black culminal stripe; it differs from them in having darker green

thighs.

On August 28 at Caicara a nest was found in a hole about 40 feet

up in a spiny "habillo" tree. It contained two young almost ready

to fly. Apparently both parents tend the young, as one of the old

birds was killed at the nest several days earlier by a boy with an

air gun, yet the young ones were being fed by the other parent on

August 28.

This small toucan was found uncommonly at the edge of the wet

woods around Caicara; it wa,s not encountered elsewhere. The caU

note is a low, slightly aspirate k'sing Fsing—not a striking call and

one that could easily pass unnoticed.

Local name, ''tilin," in imitation of the call note.
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Family PICIDAE: Woodpeckers

MELANERPES HUBRICAPILLUS RUBRICAPILLUS (Cabanis)

Centurus rubricapillus Cabanis, Journ. fur Orn., 1862, p. 328 (Barranquilla,

Colombia).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf , Cantaura, December 2, 1945; gonads not enlarged, iris pale yellow. The
single specimen obtained is in molt.

The red-crowned woodpecker was abundant in the deciduous sea-

sonal woods-edge habitat, where it was recorded throughout the year;

it was rarely encountered elsewhere. The bird appeared to be nesting

in June, but early in February it was seen to dig a nost hole in a soft

tree. Early in April it was entering the hole regularly at sundown,

apparently to pass the night.

The common call note was a soft chrrrr.

Local name, as for most woodpeckers, "carpintero," carpenter.

CHRYSOPTILUS PUNCTIGULA PUNCTIPECTUS Cabanis and Heine

Chrysoptilus punctipectus Cabanis and Heine, Museum Heineanum, vol. 4, 1863,

p. 163 (Venezuela).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9 , Cantaura, December 4, 1945; gonads not enlarged; plumage very abraded.

This woodpecker was usually recorded at stands of "moriche"

palm on the savanna; it was also seen occasionally in the deciduous

seasonal woods-edge habitat. It was recorded in April, May, August,

November, and December.

The call note was a harsh, low peeek.

DRYOCOPUS UNEATUS LINEATUS (Linnaeus)

Picus lineatus Linnaeus, Systema naturae, ed. 12, vol. 1, 1766, p. 174 (based on

Daubenton, Planches enlumin^es, pi. 717; Cayenne).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 c?, Cantaura, May 1, 1946; gonads not enlarged; iris light yellowish white;

feathering worn.

This magnificent woodpecker was common throughout the year

both in the dry and wet woods around Cantaura and Caicara and

at stands of moriche palms in the savannas. The call note may be

written peek-cuchrrrrr, the peek being high and clear in tone, the

cuchrrrrr lower.

All woodpeckers are Icnown in Venezuela by the general name
"carpintero"; this species was further designated locally as "car-

pintcro cope rojo," red-crested woodpecker.

VENIUORNIS KIREU CONTINENTALIS Hellmayr

Veniliornis kirkii continentalis Hellmayr, Nov. Zool., vol. 13, 1906, p. 39 (Carip6,

near Cumani, Venezuela).
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SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9 , Cantaura, February 16, 1945; gonads slightly enlarged; iris brown.

The specimen collected agrees very well with other Venezuelan

examples of this race but appears, from the brightness and the extent

of the red on the lower back, rump, and upper tail coverts, to be an
unusually highly colored individual.

This red-backed woodpecker was present, but not common, in the

dry woods around Cantaura, where, at times, it was found in small

groups of five or six individuals.

The species was not recorded from Caicara, but the collector be-

lieves it should be found there, especially in that Caicara is consider-

ably closer to Caripe, the type locality for the bird.

PICUMNCS SQUAMULATUS ROHLI Ziminer and Phelps

Picumnus squamulatus rohli Zimmer and Phelps, Amer. Mus. Nov., No. 1270,

1944, p. 6 (Cotiza, Caracas, Venezuela, altitude about 1,000 meters).

specimens collected

1 (^, 1 9 , Cantaura, March 27, 1946; gonads of male enlarged, of female

slightly so; iris brown.

These specimens corroborate the characters given by Zimmer and
Phelps for this recently described subspecies. Our two birds are in

worn plimaage.

This tiny woodpecker was fairly common in the dry woods around

Cantaura and Caicara, and was recorded February to July, and in

November. In spite of its soft tail the bird's actions were distinctly

woodpeckerlike, generally climbing about on the small twigs at the

ends of the branches. It is a quiet bhd; the collector never heard it

utter a sound.

Family DENDROCOLAPTIDAE: Woodhewers

DENDROPLEX PICIROSTEIS PHALARA Wetmore

Dendroplex picirostris phalara Wetmore, Smithsonian Misc. Coll., vol. 98, No. 4,

1939, p. 4 (El Sombrero, Estado Gudrico, Venezuela),

specimen collected

1 cf, Cantaura, February 17, 1945; gonads not enlarged; iris Ught brown, bill

brown with a pinkish cast.

Although this individual is sexed as a male and is said to have small

gonads, the collector notes that it has a "very evident brood patch,"

an indication that the male may do a large part, if not all, the incu-

bating. The specimen is in molt, especially in the tail. It was
collected in a clump of trees in a bushy field, where it appeared to

have been feeding on beetles, the remains of a number of which were

found in its gizzard.
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This specimen has been compared with the type and paratypes of

phalara by the original describer and found to agree very well. It

extends the known range eastward for a considerable distance, bearing

out Wetmore's contention (Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., vol. 87, 1939, p.

214) that "it is probable that this race extends across the northern

llanos."

This woodhewer was abundant in the dry woods around both

Cantaura and Caicara, often seen in pairs and threes. It was also

present commonly in the edge growths, but it was rarely seen in the

deep wet woods and was absent in the lowland seasonal forest at

Caicara. It was recorded in every month of the year except Septem-

ber and October. Fledglings of this species were brought to the

collector in April and May. In July the collector saw one of these

woodhewers carrying food in its bill, and it was apparently about to

feed the young. He was surprised by this action and took special

note of it, as he had thought the species might feed its young by
regurgitation.

The call was a series of loud, whistled chui's, descending the scale

and becoming more rapid at the end. It was also uttered by the

fledglings.

No distinction was made locally between the woodhewers and the

woodpeckers; both were known under the general name "carpintero."

XIPHORHYNCHUS GUTTATUS JARDINEI (Dalmas)

Dendrornis jardinei Dalmas, M6m. Soc. Zool. France, vol. 13, 1900, p. 140 ("Cote

de Paria"= vicinity of Cumand, Bermudez).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

Icf, Caicara, November 4, 1947; gonads small; iris brown, bill black; remiges

molting, otherwise plumage fairly worn; gizzard contained insects.

In allocating the present example to the race jardinei we agree

with the classification advocated recently by Phelps and Phelps

(Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, vol. 62, 1949, p. 113-114).

This bird was found in deep wet woods. It was observed only once

(the specimen collected), in the densest part of lowland seasonal

forest at Caicara.

LEPIDOCOLOPTES SOULEYETII UTTORALIS (Hartert and Goodson)

Picolaptes albolineatus littoralis Hartekt and Goodson, Nov. Zool., vol. 24,

1917, p. 417 (Quebrada Seca, "Estado Bermudez," Venezuela).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 unsexed, Cantaura, May 12, 1946; iris dark brown.

The specimen is in worn plumage and imperfect condition, with

most of the mandible broken off. It has been compared with speci-
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mens from near Maracay and from near Parapara, with which it

agrees very closely.

The call is an even, rapid series of chi notes, rather wrenlike in

quality. It may remain at the same pitch throughout the call or

the pitch may rise and fall.

This species was relatively common locally in the deciduous seasonal

woods and at the edge of the lowland seasonal forest. It was re-

corded in March, April, July, and August, and was apparently nesting

in July in a hole in a "papaya" tree, about 8 feet above the ground.

Local name, "carpintero."

CAMPYLOKHAMPHUS TROCHILIROSTRIS VENEZUELENSIS (Chapman)

Xiphorhynchus venezuelensis Chapman, Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist., vol. 2,

1889, p. 156 (Venezuela).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 unsexed, Caicara, December 17, 1945; gonads destroyed by shot; iris brown,

tarsi and toes dull pea green; plumage abraded.

This species was common locally in the wet woods around Caicara

(recorded in May, August, and December) ; it was not present around

Cantaura. While the local name of tliis bird is "tanguero," anteater,

the collector did not observe the bird eating ants. However, he often

saw it using its long curved bill to probe to the bases of the pineapple-

like leaves of the epiphytic plants common on the trees in the wet

woods.

The call note of this species is similar to that of Dendroplex picirostris

phalara, although it is less musical. It usually commenced with four

or five spaced notes, followed by a series of staccato notes, which rose

rapidly to a peak and rapidly dropped back to the pitch at which the

caU began.
SITTASOMUS GRISEICAPILLUS GRISEUS (Jardine)

Sittasomus griseus Jardine, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist., vol. 19, 1847, p. 82 (Tobago).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

Ic?, Cantaura, April 13, 1946; gonads very enlarged; iris dark brown.

Hellmayr (Catalogue of the birds of the Americas, pt. 4, 1925, pp.

359-360) writes that "comparison of a large amount of material . . .

fails to disclose any constant difference between Tobago and mainland

examples" and gives the range in northern Venezuela as from Bermu-
dez west to Merida. Our present specimen is considerably duskier,

more brownish olive, than specimens from Tobago and San Julian

(near Caracas) , while one from Rancho Grande is much more greenish

than any of the others. It would seem, from this, and in light of the

recent separation of a west Venezuelan form perijuanus Phelps and
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Gilliard, that additional material may well reveal other separable

groups at present kept under the name griseus.

This bird was found once at the edge of open woods. The example

collected was the only one seen.

DENDKOCINCLA FUUGINOSA MERULOIDES (Lafresnaye)

Dendrocops meruloides Lafresnaye, Rev. Mag. Zool., ser. 2, vol. 3, 1851, p. 467

("Cote ferine"= vicinity of Cumand, Bermudez, northeastern Venezuela).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9 , Caicara, November 4, 1947; gonads small; iris light brown, bill with

maxilla blackish, mandible blue-gray, feet blue-gray; gizzard contained insects,

plumage somewhat abraded.

This bird was found but once, in deep, wet woods.

Family FURNARIIDAE: Spinetails, Ovenbirds

SYNALLAXIS ALBESCENS TRINITATIS Zimmer

Synallaxis albescens trinitatis Zimmer, Amer. Mus. Nov., No 819, 1935, p. 2

(Princestown, Trinidad Island).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9 , Cantaura, January 20, 1946; gonads slightly enlarged; iris very pale tan;

plumage fairly fresh.

The forehead in our specimen is somewhat darker than in others

from El Sombrero, and Soledad. However, it is not a great difference,

but it may vaguely point to a variational trend southward toward

the characters of josephinae of southwestern Venezuela and British

Guiana.

The collector noted that this bird had a habit of continually jerking

its tan up and down. The example collected was one of a pair (?)

seen doing this.

This form was collected in a fairly open field. It was common in

overgrown fields at both Cantaura and Caicara, recorded throughout

the year. During the third week of July one was seen carrying nesting

material.

The call was high phoebe note, not unlike the song of the North
American black-capped chickadee (Penthestes atricapillus) , although

somewhat harsher. Often this call was repeated again and again,

even in the heat of midday.

PHACELLODOMUS RUFIFRONS INORNATUS Ridgway

Phacellodomus inornatus Ridgway, Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., vol. 10, 1887, p. 152

(Caracas, Venezuela).

SPECIMENS COLLECTED

1 cf, 1 9 , Caicara, December 19, 1945, and July 24, 1948; gonads not enlarged;

iris dull milk white in the male, brown in the female.
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The male agrees fairly well with the type, but it is in fresher plum-
age; the type is a molting bird. The female is partially albinistic

in both wings, the albinism taking the rather vmusual pattern of

forming external margins to the bases of both webs of the primaries

and secondaries and occupying more than the proximal half of the

latter feathers.

This bird was common at the edges of the wet woods at Caicara;

although it was rare around Cantam-a. The call notes commonly
heard were a loud harsh chick-chick-chick and a chip-chip-chip-chip,

which reminded the collector greatly of the call of the eastern chip-

munk {Tamias striatus fisheri) of the United States,

Although the gonads were not enlarged in the specimen collected

on December 19, these birds were observed early in January placing

more twigs on their bulky nests.

XENOPS RUTILUS HETEKURUS Cabanis and Heine

Xenops heteruriis Cabanis and Heine, Museum Heineanum, vol. 2, 1859, p. 33

("Columbian"= Bogota, Salvin, Ibis, 1869, p. 319).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 c?", Caicara, November 4, 1947; gonads enlarged; iris light brown, bill dark
brown with base of mandible flesh color, feet dark blue-gray.

Hellmayr (Catalogue of the birds of the Americas, pt. 4, 1925, pp.

240-241) writes that in Venezuela this species occurs only in the moun-
tain ranges from Merida to Caracas and Bermudez. Since Caicara

is hardly a highland locality, the range of the bird is apparently more
extensive than statements in the hterature indicate.

Hellmayr also mentions that birds from Peru and from western

Venezuela (Merida, Caracas, Carabobo) are like those from Colombia
in size but that specimens from Bermudez and Trinidad seem to be
smaller. The present specimen has the wing 68, tail 46, and culmen
from base 13.5 mm. long and agrees with Peruvian specimens (a male
from Matchu Picchu in comparable plumage condition has the wing

68, tail 44, and culmen from the base 15 mm.).
This species was observed once in the densest part of the lowland

seasonal forest at Caicara where the present example was collected.

It was heard to utter a trilling call.

Family FORMICAPJIDAE: Ant-thrushes

TASABA MAJOR SEMIFASCIATUS (Cabanis)

Diallactes semifasciatus Cabanis, Journ. fiir Orn., vol. 20, 1872, p. 234 ("Pard,

Guiana and Venezuela"; Para accepted as type locality, auct. Hellmayr,

Nov. Zool., vol. 12, 1905, p. 283).

SPECIMENS COLLECTED

1 cf, 1 9 , Caicara, November 2 and 6, 1947; gonads small in cT, slightly

enlarged in ? , which had an evident brood patch; iris bright red in cf , orange in
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9 , bill black, feet blue-gray; gizzards contained a grasshopper and the remains

of a small lizard.

The male shows signs of active molt in the remiges, the female

shows none.

This large antshrike was recorded three times in the lowland

seasonal forest at Caicara, single birds each time, the first two being

collected. It was seen in March and December.

SAKESPHORUS CANADENSIS TEINITATIS (Bidgway)

Tharnnophilus trinitatis Ridgwat, Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., vol. 14, 1891, p. 481

(Trinidad).

SPECIMENS COLLECTED

2cf (1= 9 ), Cantaura, February 12, and April 4, 1946; gonads not enlarged in

February bird, slightly so in April example; iris brown, bill, tarsi, and toes blue-

gray.

1 cf, Caicara, July 6, 1947; gonads not enlarged; iris dark brown, feet blue-gray;

gizzard contained small insects.

These three specimens are not easy to place subspccifically, as they

are more or less intermediate between trinitatis and intermedius.

This species was fairly common in the dry woods, especially around

Caicara, particularly in heavy undergrowth or in patches of "maya."

It was recorded in March, April, July, xiugust, September, and Decem-

ber. It was present, but less common, around Cantaura. The call

note of this bird was a scolding chree. A variety of other calls, gen-

erally quite loud and consisting of a series of short notes, repeated at

brief intervals, were characteristic of this species.

The name "pavita" is applied locally to all ant-thrushes.

THAMNOPHILUS DOLIATUS FRATEBCULUS Berlepsch and Hartert

Tharnnophilus doliatus fraterculus Berlepsch and Hartert, Nov. Zool., vol. 9,

1902, p. 70 (Altagracia, Venezuela).

SPECIMENS COLLECTED

Icf, 1?, Caicara, December 19-22, 1945; gonads slightly enlarged in ?, not

in cf ; iris of 9 white, of cf dull pale yellow; feet of c?* dull blue.

A common wide-ranging bird of the bushy scrub country around

Caicara. It was rarely observed in the vicinity of Cantaura. The

collector noted it during March, April, August, November, and

December.

The call note was a low chuck. The bird also uttered calls similar

to those of Sakesphorus canadensis trinitatis.

FOBMICIVOBA GRISEA INTERMEDIA Cabanis

Formicivora intermedia Cabanis, Arch. Naturg., vol. 13, 1847, p. 225 (Aragua,

northern Venezuela).
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SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf , Caicara, December 22, 1945; gonads not enlarged; iris brown; somewhat
worn feathering.

This antbird was encountered in the deciduous seasonal woods and

in the lowland seasonal forest, where it was rather common. It was
recorded in January, March, April, May, June, July, August, Novem-
ber, and December.

It had a scolding call, somewhat similar to that of the red-eyed vireo

(Vireo v. virescens), and it also uttered a soft, but clear, descending trill,

sometimes followed by several clear, spaced notes at a slightly higher

pitch.

Local name, "pavita."

MYRMECIZA LONGIPES LONGIPES (Swainson)

Drymophila longipes Swainson, Zool. Journ., vol. 2, No. 6, 1825, p. 152 ("from

some part of Brazil . . . ," error = Trinidad; suggested by Hellmayr,

Nov. Zool., vol. 13, 1906, p. 33).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cT, Caicara, December 18, 1945; gonads not enlarged; iris red brown; tarsi

and toes bluish.

The specimen, which is in fairly fresh plumage, agrees with a small

series of others examined. It shows no approach to griseipectus

Berlepsch and Hartert.

This bird was fairly common locally in December 1945, in the wet

woods around Caicara; it was never observed again. The collector

heard the bird utter a short song, composed of six hollow, whistled

notes followed by a short trill. It might be written too-too-too-too

tee-tee trrrr, with all notes at the same, rather low pitch, except for

the fifth and sixth ones, which are slightly higher. It also uttered a

series of short notes on a descending scale.

This species appeared to be much more a bird of ground than the

preceding ant-thrushes, which were usually observed in dense bushes.

Family COTINGIDAE: Chatterers

TITYRA INQUISITOR ERYTHROGENYS (Selby)

Psaris erythrogenys Selby, Zool. Journ., vol. 2, 1826, p. 483 ("Pernambuco,"

error; Cayenne suggested by Hellmayr, Catalogue of birds of the Americas,

pt. 6, 1929, p. 220).

SPECIMENS collected

1 cf, 1 9 , Cantaura, January 5, 1945, and March 24, 1948; gonads not enlarged;

iris brown, maxilla black, mandible dull blue, feet black.

The female specimen is one of those individuals that are heavily

marked with blackish on the upper back, but, as Hellmayr has indi-
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cated (Catalogue of the birds of the Americas, pt. 6, 1929, p. 220),

this is purely a matter of individual variation.

The rufous-cheeked tityra occurs from the Guianas west across

Venezuela to the eastern base of the eastern Andes in Colombia,

A flock of five of these birds was observed sitting quietly in the

tops of trees bordering a small field; one was collected.

This bird was encountered in the deciduous seasonal woods-edge

habitat at both Cantaura and Caicara during the months of January

through April and in July, often in small flocks of less than 10 indi-

viduals. This species appeared to be a migrant, simply passing

through the study area.

The call note was a soft rattle.

Family PIPRIDAE: Manakins

CHIROXIPHIA LANCEOLATA (Wagler)

Pipra lanceolaia Waglek, Isis, 1830, p. 931 ("Guiana sive Cajenna," error).

SPECIMENS COLLECTED

1 cf , 1 9 , Caicara, December 17-20, 1945; gonads not enlarged; iris red-

brown; tarsi and toes of ? yellow-ochre.

The lance-tailed manakin was found around the edges of wet

woods. It was common in the wet woods and forest edge around

Caicara in April, May, August, September, November, and Decem-
ber, and as many as 10 individuals were seen together feeding on
small berries, the fruit of a tree-climbing vine common in the area.

The commonest call of this species was a clear whistled series of

notes, beginning with a querulous heni ?, a pause, and then a series

toro-toro-toro. The local name of the bird, "benitoro," is in imitation

of this call.

Family TYRANNIDAE: Tyrant Flycatchers

FLUVICOLA PICA PICA (Boddaert)

Muscicapa pica Boddaert, Table des planches enlumin(5ez d'histoire naturelle,

1783, p. 42 (based on Daubenton, Planches enlumindes, pi. 675, fig. 1,

Cayenne).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cT, Cantaura, July 19, 1947; gonads slightly enlarged, building nest with

another individual when collected; iris brown; gizzard contained small insects.

Though pica and albiventer are obviously very closely related and

are geographic representatives, the fact that the two forms appear

not to intergrade in their characters (long series of both seen) makes it

uncertain whether they are really conspecific as Hellmayr (Catalogue

of the birds of the Americas, pt. 5, 1927, pp. 81-83) and others have

considered them.

This striking bird was recorded near Cantaura at ponds in the

deciduous seasonal woods edge and occasionally on the savanna during
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the months of March, April, May, July, and September. It was seen

only m singles or pairs.

The example taken was one of a pair which were building a hanging
nest about 3 feet up in a small bush.

ARUNDINICOLA LEUCOCEPHALA (Linnaeus)

Pipra leucocephala Linnaeus, Museum Adolphi Friderici Regis . . ., vol. 2,

Prodr., 1764, p. 33 (locality not indicated; Systema naturae, ed. 12, vol. 1,

1766, p. 340: Surinam).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf, Cantaura, July 13, 1947; gonads enlarged; iris light brown, lower part of

mandible dull yellow, rest of mandible and maxilla black; gizzard contained
insects.

This bird was collected on open savanna country near "moriche"
palms. It is in fairly fresh plumage.

This striking species was recorded in January and July on the

savanna in groves of "moriche" palm. It was not common, even in

that habitat.

PYROCEPHALUS RUBINUS SATURATUS Berlepsch and Hartert

Pyrocephalus rubinus saturatus Berlepsch and Hartekt, Nov. Zool., vol. 9, 1902,

p. 34 (Altagracia, Rfo Orinoco, Venezuela).

SPECIMEN collected

Icf, Cantaura, April 13, 1946; gonads greatly enlarged; iris dark brown.

The under wing coverts are sooty blackish in this race; the present

specimen has a few pinlvish feathers among them.

The vermilion flycatcher was common on the savanna and in the

deciduous seasonal woods edge. It was recorded throughout the

year and was found nesting in April and in October; the AprU nest

contained young ready to fly when discovered during the first week
of that month. Both nests were in small trees, between 6 and 10

feet above ground.

The collector recorded the bird in flight song in April, May, and
July and an apparent decrease in flight song during August; no men-
tion is made regarding other months. The bird would rise singing

up to perhaps 60 feet with a fluttering, mothlike flight and then

descend again. The song was a thin, high, but not unmusical chee,

drreeee, drreeee, drreeee repeated over and over This song was heard

at aU hours of the day and night during May, and from the sound it

appeared that even at night the bird was flying as it sang. The caU

note was a sharp zeee'p.

Local name, "sangre de toro," blood of the bull, in reference to the

bright-red color.
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MACHETORNIS RIXOSA FLAVIGULARIS Todd

Machetornia rixosa flavigularis Todd, Ann. Carnegie Mus., vol. 8, 1912, p. 210

(Tocuyo, state of Lara, Venezuela).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

IcT, Cantaura, April 7, 1946; gonads very much enlarged; iris red-brown;

feathering very abraded.

This interesting flycatcher was found in bushy fields, generally not

far from water. It was often seen following cattle, running along

beside their feet or perched on the animals' backs. The bird was not

common in the area but was observed at Cantaura from late in

January through June, August through October, and in December.

The bird utters mouselike, squeaky, and twittering notes and also

a sharp, hissing seep.

MUSCIVORA TYRANNUS TYRANNUS (Linnaeus)

Muscicapa tyrannus Linnaeus, Systema naturae, ed. 12, vol. 1, 1766, p. 325

(Surinam).

specimens COLLECTED

Icf, 19, Cantaura, July 24 and September 19, 1948; gonads small; iris brown,

feet black, bill black; gizzards contained insects; male not fat.

The female, taken July 24, is a young bird molting into adult

plumage, part of the feathering being partly frayed, brownish, juvenal

plumage and partly fresh, adult plumage. The top of the head is

pale brownish gray bordered frontally, laterally, and posteriorly with

black, with one black and one yellow feather coming in on the fore-

crown.

The male, taken September 19, shows active molt in the wings and

tail; the two outermost primaries are barely sprouted but fortunately

show enough of their distal parts to enable definite subspecific identi-

fication to be made. The young female is identified to the same race

only inferentially and by its dark upperparts.

There was very great seasonal fluctuation in numbers. During two

successive years the collector observed the formation of a concentra-

tion at a favorite spot about 10 miles north of Cantaura. Up to the

second week of July less than 10 bu"ds were recorded in a day. From
then on the number remained at slightly less than 50 birds until late

in August, when there was a sharp increase. From this time until the

thu'd week in September there were not less than 3,000 birds in the

concentration, by careful repeated estimates, and at times there

appeared to be double this number present. By the second week in

October no more than 200 or 300 birds remained. Although the

fork-tailed flycatcher was recorded throughout the area, the collector

knew of only two such concentrations within the study area. The
birds composing the July and August flocks were generally short-
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tailed individuals. Later, in September, many long-tailed males
were present. The September birds were very fat; in spite of the small

size of the bird they were sometimes eaten locally. While some were
seen catching insects, a fact confirmed by gizzard examination, the

majority appeared to be feeding on the fruit of a small tree that grew
in the area. It seems possible that the reason for the concentration

was the abundance of such (presumably) fat-producing food.

This is a quiet bird; the only notes heard were a pebbly crrrt and
a metallic zlit. At the concentrations a clicking noise was heard,

probably produced by the birds clicking their bills, or possibly by the

wings.
MUSCIVORA TYRANNUS MONACHUS (Hartlanb)

Tyrannus (Milvulus) monachus Hartlaub, Rev. Zool., vol. 7, 1844, p. 214

(Guatemala).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9 , Cantaura, March 25, 1949, gonads slightly enlarged; iris brown; gizzard

contained insects; bird rather fat.

This example of the pale-backed northern race of the fork-tailed

flycatcher was shot out of a flock of about 25 apparently similar

birds. It shows signs of molting in the inner secondaries.

Two subspecies of this bird occur in our area, one apparently only

seasonally. The present race was recorded throughout the year,

generally on the open savanna.

TYRANNUS MELANCHOLICUS CHLORONOTUS Berlepsch

Tyrannus chloronotus Berlepsch, Ornis, vol. 14, 1907, p. 479 (Temax, Yucatan).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf, Cantaura, December 3, 1945; gonads not enlarged; plumage rather worn.

The specimen has the pale throat and crown characteristic of

the race.

This bird was common throughout the year at the edge of the dry
woods and on the savanna where groups of trees were present. It

was usually seen in singles or in small groups of three to five individuals.

In May the birds were seen carrying nesting material, and in the

first week of September fledglings just out of the nest were recorded.

The call is a fairly loud chattering note, often a harsh chrrr, followed

by a squeaky chee and a rapidly descending chatter.

Local name, "pecho amarillo," yellowbreast.

TYRANNUS DOMINICENSIS DOMINICENSIS (Gmelin)

[Lanius tyrannus] B. dominicensis Gmelin, Systema naturae, vol. 1, pt. 1, 1788,

p. 302 (based on "Le Tyran, de Sainte Dominque" Brisson, Orn., vol. 2,

1760, p. 394, pi. 38, fig. 2: Hispaniola).
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SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf , Cantaura, December 15, 1947; gonads small; iris brown, feet black, bill

very dark brown; bird thin; an adult in worn plumage.

Several individuals were seen in December in the deciduous seasonal

woods-edge habitat, usually together with Tyrannus melancholicus

chloronotus.

EMPIDONOMUS VARIUS RUFINUS (Spix)

Muscicapa rufina Spix, Avium species novae . . . Brasiliam . . ., vol. 2, 1825,

p. 22, pi. 31, figs. 1, 2 ("in provincia fl. Amazonum").

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf, Cantaura, January 19, 1948; gonads small; iris dark, bill dark brown
with base of mandible pale yellow-brown, feet black; feathering very worn.

The specimen has the small bill and generally paler coloration of

the subspecies rufinus. Zimmer (Amer. Mus. Nov., No. 962, 1937,

pp. 22-25) has shown that rufinus occurs farther to the west than

Hellmayr's account (Catalogue of the birds of the Americas, pt. 5,

1927, pp. 113-114) indicates. The present example bears him out

in this.

This flycatcher was taken in the deciduous seasonal woods-edge

habitat. It was also recorded in the woods at Caicara in April

and July.
MYIODYNASTES MACULATUS MACULATUS (P. L. S. Muller)

Muscicapa rnaculata P. L. S. Muller, Natursystem, Suppl., 1776, p. 169

(Cayenne)

.

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf , Cantaura, April 17, 1945; gonads enlarged.

Our specimen is somewhat intermediate between maculatus and
tobagensis Zimmer but is nearer the former, with which it is here

identified. It probably comes from the northern limit of the range

of this race, as tobagensis (Amer, Mus. Nov., No. 963, 1937, p. 7)

is said to inhabit northern Venezuela west to northern Anzofitegui,

southeastward across the Orinoco Delta into British Guiana. Two
specimens from Tobago are so much darker above than our present

example that they cannot be looked upon as the same race; the

character of the supposedly less yellowish, more whitish underparts

of tobagensis does not seem to hold very well in the material studied.

This bird was fairly common throughout the year in the wet woods
around Caicara; it was present but rather rare in the dry woods around

Cantaura, except in April, May, and June, when a definite movement
was taking place. The call note was a series of spaced chee-chee-chee's,

fairly loud, but not very flycatcherlike. A marked temporary in-

crease in the numbers of this bird around Cantaura was noted during

the latter half of April, both in 1945 and 1946.
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MEGARHYNCHUS PITANGUA PITANGCA (Linnaeus)

Lanius pitangua Linnaeus, Systema naturae, ed. 12, vol. 1, 1766, p. 136 (based

on Brisson (ex Marcgrave) , eastern Brazil).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9 , Cantaura, November 2, 1948; gonads small; iris brown, bill very dark

brown, feet black; plumage abraded.

The collector recorded this flycatcher only at the time he took the

present example. Three were seen in the deciduous seasonal forest

on that day, and the bird is probably not uncommon in the area. In

life the bird is rather similar to the common "cristofue," although the

heavier head and shorter tail of the present species should have enabled

the collector to take more satisfactory field notes regarding its

abundance.

MYIOZETETES CAYENNENSIS RUFIPENNIS Lawrence

Myiozeteies rufipennis Lawrence, Ann. Lye. Nat. Hist. New York, vol. 9, 1869,

p. 267 (Valencia, Venezuela).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf , Cantaura, April 19, 1948, gonads slightly enlarged; iris brown, bill and
feet black; gizzard contained small insects; wings and tail molting; the old upper

wing coverts, although quite abraded, showing characteristic rufous external

edgings.

Together with the data recently put on record by Gilliard (Bull.

Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist., vol. 77, 1941, p. 486), Wetmore (Proc. U. S.

Nat. Mus., vol. 87, 1939, p. 227), and Friedmann (Proc. U. S. Nat.

Mus., vol. 97, 1948, p. 503), the present Cantaura record indicates a

much greater distribution for rufipennis than Hellmayr gives (Cata-

logue of the birds of the Americas, pt. 5, 1927, p. 139). Wetmore
found it common in central northern Venezuela (Ocumare de la

Costa), while Holt (reported on by Friedmann, cit. supra) obtained

nontypical specimens as far south as the Casiquiare.

This flycatcher was rather common in the groves of "chaparro"

around some ponds on the savanna and in the deciduous seasonal

woods edge habitat.

It was recorded nesting in May and July. The nest was a bulky,

ovenlike affair of grass, lined with finer grasses, placed about 10 feet

above ground at the tip of a branch.

The caU was a high seeeuu.

MYIOZETETES SIMILIS COLUMBIANUS Cabanis and Heine

Myiozetetes columbianus Cabanis and Heine, Museum Heineanum, vol. 2, 1859,

p. 62 (Puerto Cabello, Venezuela, and Cartagena, Colombia).

specimen collected

1 9 , Caicara, December 30, 1945; gonads slightly enlarged; iris white; plumage
fairly fresh.
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A fairly common and widespread bird in northern Venezuela wher-
ever there are moist woodlands.

This bird was abundant in the wet woods around Caicara, where it

preferred the tops of tall trees. It was also present but not common
in the dry woods around Cantaura. The calls were a high unmusical
twitter that neither rose nor fell in pitch, a chrrr that dropped rapidly,

and a high penetrating cheep. Wlien flying the bird can make a loud

woodpeckerlike thrwp with its wings, loud enough to attract the

attention of the collector even when the birds are flying from the

tops of trees perhaps 60 to 70 feet in height.

PITANGUS SULPHUEATUS RUFIPENNIS (Lafresnaye)

Saurophagus rufipennis Lafresnaye, Rev. Mag. Zool. ser. 2, vol. 3, 1851, p. 471

(Caracas).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf , Cantaura, July 2, 1947; gonads slightly enlarged; iris dark brown; gizzard

contained insects.

Plumage very worn, but showing all the characters of the race

rufipennis, with no approach to those of P. s. trinitatis.

This flycatcher was widely distributed throughout the region.

Especially around Cantaura, it preferred the woods in the vicinity of

water. It was recorded during every month of the year, and it was
observed nesting in March, April, and May.
The call was a vigorous cristqfue or bem-te-vi strongly accented on

the first and last syllables.

Local name, "cristofue," in imitation of the call.

MYIARCHUS TYRANNULUS TYRANNULIJS (MUlIer)

Muscicapa tyrannulus Muller, Natursystem, Suppl., 1776, p. 169 (based on
Daubenton, Planches enlumindes, pi. 571, fig. 1; Cayenne).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 c?, Cantaura, December 1, 1945; gonads not enlarged; iris light brown;
plumage much abraded.

The specimen agrees with other similarly worn examples from San
Antonio and Puerto Ayacucho.

This species was fairly common in all wooded and semiwooded
country visited ; recorded from January through July, August, Novem-
ber, and December. Unfortunately, the collector failed to describe

the call note at the time he secm-ed the specimen, but as he recalls it

this species' note reminded him of that of the North American crested

flycatcher (Myiarchus crinitus) although more subdued.

TOLMOMYIAS FLAVIVENTRIS COLLINGWOODI (Chnbb)

Rhynchocyclus flaviventris collingwoodi Chtjbb, Bull. Brit. Orn. Club, vol. 40, 1920,

p. 109 (Macqueripe Valley, Trinidad),

855851—50 7
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SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9 , Cantaura, January 8, 1945; gonads slightly enlarged; iris light brown,

tarsi and toes bluish black; plumage somewhat worn.

The specimen agrees closely with a long series of Venezuelan

examples.

This little flat-billed flycatcher was fairly common in the dry woods
and edge around Cantaura. Though it was not observed in the vicin-

ity of Caicara, it is probable that it was simply overlooked by the col-

lector. An example taken in May (not preserved) proved to be a male

with the gonads greatly enlarged.

TODIROSTRUM CINEREUM CINEREUM (Linnaeus)

Todus cinerus Linnaeus, Systema naturae, ed. 12, vol. 1, 1766, p. 178 (based on
"The Grey and Yellow Flycatcher" Edwards, Gleanings of natural history,

vol. 2, p. 110, pi. 262; Surinam).

SPECIMENS COLLECTED

1 cf , 1 9 , Cantaura, February 2, 1945, and March 17, 1946; gonads not enlarged

in February 9 , slightly so in March c^; iris white in d^, pale yellow in 9 , feet

black, maxilla black, mandible light pinkish in 9 , apparently terminally dusky

in c? ;
plumage fairly fresh.

The tody flycatcher was common locally at the edge of the wet and

dry woods, both at Cantaura and Caicara, January to May, and

November. In life it was not very flycatcherlike. Instead of hunting

from a favorite perch it chased insects much in the manner of a lively

warbler.

The bird's caU note was a sharp chip. It also had a brief song that

might be written as a series of about six zseet notes, each note a Uttle

shorter and higher than the preceding one.

EUSCARTHMORNIS MARGARITACEIVENTER IMPIGER (Sclater and Salvin)

Euscarthmus impiger Sclater and Salvin, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 1868, p. 171,

pi. 13, fig. 1 (Caracas).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1, unsexed, Cantaura, January 19, 1948; iris very pale yellow, bill and feet dull

brown; plumage fairly fresh.

The example was taken in the deciduous seasonal woods-edge habi-

tat. It was the only time the collector saw an example of this bird.

ATALOTRICCUS PILARIS VENEZUELENSIS Ridgway

Atalotriccus pilaris venezuelensis Ridgwat, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, vol. 19,

1906, p. 115 (San Antonio, Bermudez, Venezuela).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

Icf, Cantaura, June 15, 1947; gonads enlarged; iris pale yellow; gizzard con-

tained insects; plumage worn.

The example taken was found in the deciduous seasonal woods-

edge habitat.
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Phelps and Phelps (Bol. Soc. Venez. Cienc. Nat., vol. 11, 1948,

p. 199) have found venezuelensis to be a valid race.

EUSCARTHMUS MELORYPHUS MELORYPHUS WIed

Euscarthmus melorypphus Wied, Beitr. Naturg. Bras., vol. 3, pt. 2, 1831, p. 947

(boundary line of Minas Geraes and Bahia).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

IcT, Cantaura, July 19, 1947; gonads enlarged; iris brown; gizzard contained

tiny insects.

This specimen was one of what seemed to be a pair. It is in worn
plumage, which may account for the fact that it lacks the dusky-

lateral and posterior edges to the orange coronal-occipital area, which,

in turn, makes it appear to have a larger, more extensive orange area

than any other example examined: 15 from Colombia, 1 from Vene-

zuela, 1 from Brazil, and 2 from Argentina.

This little bird customarily remained hidden in weedy overgrown

patches, with special preference for downed trees and piles of brush.

It was recorded both at Cantaura and Caicara during April, July,

August, September, and December.

The bird had a twittering call and a little chattering song, quite loud

but extremely hard to place. It might be written as chedereee and
cheedier, accented on the last and on the first syllables, respectively.

XENOPSARIS ALBINUCHA MINOB Hellmayr

Xenopsaris albinucha minor Hellmate, Anz. Orn. Ges. Bay., vol. 3, 1920, p. 17

(Quiribana de Caicara, Rfo Orinoco, Venezuela)

.

specimen collected

1 c? imm., Cantaura, December 29, 1947; gonads small; iris dark.

This specimen, kindly identified by Dr. J. T. Zimmer on the basis

of the great collection of Neotropical birds under his care, constitutes

a definite extension of range northeastward. The bird is common in

the Orinoco Basin.

Xenopsaris is one of those genera whose family relationships are

not yet settled. Years ago E-idgway placed it in the Cotingidae,

while Hellmayr has put it in the Tyrannidae. As Dr. Zimmer has

pointed out (in litt.), the lack of rictal bristles and the scutellation of

the tarsus are cotingine, and it may well be that the birds really belong

with the chatterers and not with the flycatchers.

The present example was collected in the deciduous seasonal woods-

edge habitat. It was the only one seen by the collector.

ELAENIA PARVIROSTRIS Pelzein

Elainea parvirostris Pblzeln, Zur Ornithologie Brasiliens, vol. 2, 1868, pp. 107,

178 (Curityba, Parand).
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SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf , Cantaura, July 24, 1947; gonads very small; iris brown, base of mandible
dull yellow; gizzard contained small caterpillars; plumage abraded.

This species breeds in Argentina and spends the southern winter

in northern South America.

This flycatcher was recorded in the deciduous seasonal woods
edge during May, June, and July, at which time it was fairly common.

ELAINIA CHIRIQUENSIS ALBIVERTEX Pelzeln

Elainea albivertex Pelzeln, Zur Ornithologie Brasiliens, pt, 2, 1868, pp. 107, 177

(Ypanema, Sdo Paulo).

specimen collected

1 cf , Cantaura, May 15, 1948; gonads small; iris brown, eye ring prominent in

life; feet black, bill dark brown, the base of mandible gray with a pink cast; gizzard

contained seeds; bird very fat; plumage fairly worn.

This specimen agrees with a series from various parts of the range

of this race.

SUBLEGATUS GLABER OEINOCENSIS Zimmer

Sublegatus glaber orinocensis Zimmer, Amer. Mus. Nov., No. 1109, 1941, p. 5
(Altagracia, Bio Orinoco, Venezuela).

specimen collected

1 9 , Cantaura, February 3, 1946; gonads not enlarged; iris dull brown, tarsi

and toes black; feathering rather worn.

The specimen is fairly large for its race (wing 64 mm.), but in

pallor of coloration it agrees with the characters of orinocensis.

This was a fairly common flycatcher at the edge of the dry woods.

It was a rather noisy bird with a variety of "chrrring" call notes.

PHAEOMYIAS MURINA INCOMTA (Cabanis and Heine)

Elainea incomta Cabanis and Heine, Museum Heineanum, vol. 2, 1859, p. 59

(Cartagena, Colombia).

specimens collected

1 cf , Cantaura, December 1, 1945; gonads not enlarged; iris dark brown.

1 9 , Cantaura, December 29, 1947; gonads small, iris brown, feet black, maxilla

brown, mandible dull yellow; line over eye prominent in life.

1, unsexed, Cantaura, October 10, 1948; iris dark, feet black, bill dark brown
with base of mandible dull yellow; body fat.

All three specimens are in worn plumage.
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CAMPTOSTOMA OBSOLETUM VENEZUELAE Zimmer

Cam-piostoma obsoletum venezuelae Zimmer, Amer. Mus, Nov., No. 1109, 1941, p.

12 (La Cascabel, Rfo San F61ix, Venezuela).

SPECIMENS COLLECTED

1 unsexed, Cantaura, January 8, 1946; iris brown.

1 9 , Caicara, November 8, 1947; gonads small; iris brown, bill and feet black.

The Cantaura bird is in very worn plumage; the Caicara example
is less abraded. They were collected in semiopcn bushy fields.

The race venezuelae appears to be of only doubtful validity, but we
do not have sufficient material to make a definite decision.

The collector experienced some difficulty in distinguishing this

flycatcher from the preceding form in the field. He considered both
to be fairly common at the edges of overgrown fieldsi

PIPROMOKPHA OLEAGINEA CHLORONOTA (D'Orbigny and Lafresnaye)

Muscicapa chloronota "Lesson" D'Orbigny and Lafresnaye, Synopsis avium,
in Mag. Zool., 1837, cl. 2, p. 51 (Yuracares, Bolivia).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 c?, Caicara, July 5, 1947; gonads slightly enlarged; iris brown, feet blue-gray

gizzard contained large seeds.

This specimen is very slightly paler below and, to a still lesser ex-

tent above, than a series from southern Venezuela and northern

Brazil, but not enough so to warrant considering it as of the race

pallidiventris (Hellmayr) of Bermudez, northeastern Venezuela, and
Trinidad and Tobago. Hellmayr (Catalogue of the birds of the

Americas, pt. 5, 1927, p. 498, footnote) calls pallidiventris an unsatis-

factory race at best.

Family HIRUNDINIDAE: Swallows

PROGNE CHALYBEA CHALYBEA (Gmelin)

Hirundo chalyhea Gmelin, Systema naturae, vol. 1, pt. 2, 1789, p. 1026 (Cayenne).

SPECIMENS COLLECTED

1 cf , 1 9 , Cantaura, June 28 and August 17, 1947; gonads very small in June 9 ;

slightly enlarged in August cf ; iris dark brown ( 9 ), black ( cf) ;
gizzards contained

small insects; both specimens are in worn plumage.

This martin was rather common in season, being encountered in

small flocks of less than 10 individuals, in all types of open country,

not necessarily near water.
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Tlie call, a rising chrrr, was not unlike that of the purple martin

{Progne suhis suhis) although not so loud or so often repeated. It

also had a "song," a warbling, rather musical chrrr chrrrr chee chrrr.

PHAEOPKOGNE TAPERA TAPERA (Linimens)

Hirundo tapera Linnaeus, Systema naturae, ed. 3, vol. 12, pt. 1, 1766, p. 345

(northeastern Brazil).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9 , Cantaura, August 17, 1947; gonads very small; iris dark brown; gizzard

contained insects; bird in fairly worn feathering.

The collector saw this swallow only once, when a flock of about 20

was encountered near water on the open savanna and the present ex-

ample was collected.

STELGIDOPTERYX RUFICOLUS AEQUALIS Bangs

Stelgidopteryx ruficollis aequalis Bangs, Proc. New England Zool. Club, vol. 2,

1901, p. 58 (Santa Marta, Colombia).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf , Caicara, November 2, 1947; gonads small; bird apparently juvenal; skull

not ossified; edges of gape fleshy, iris brown; gizzard contained insects; for a

young bird remarkably adult in plumage.

The Caribbean rough-winged swallow occurs across northern

Venezuela south to the Orinoco drainage basin and westward into

Colombia.

This swallow was abundant on the Guarapiche River at Caicara;

it was not seen at Cantaura. At Caicara it was often seen in flocks

of over a hundred birds and was recorded during February, March,

AprU, August, September, November, and December.

The call was a rising chirwp.

HIRUNDO RUSTICA ERYTHROGASTER Boddaert

Hirundo crythrogaster Boddaert, Table des planches enlumin^ez, 1783, p. 45

(Cayenne)

.

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf , Cantaura, March 21, 1948; gonads small; iris dark; gizzard contained

small beetles; molting from juvenal into adult plumage.

Apparently the molt is a very slow and prolonged affair, as in

another collection a similar male, in postjuvenal m.olt, was taken on

the Rio Negro in northern Brazil, on October 10 (Friedmann, Proc.

U. S. Nat. Mus., vol. 97, 1948, p. 524).

The barn swallow was quite common at Cantaura and Ca,icara

during April, May, August, September, and October. It was seen

customarily in small flocks of less than 20 birds, the maximum being

about 40. Particularly in the fall the flocks would come over fljnng
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straight and fast, generally between 20 and 40 feet above ground.

They traveled silently; only an occasional chirp could be heard.

There could be no doubt that the birds were on migration. There was
something so purposeful, so determined about their direct, silent,

and very rapid flight that even the most casual observer could scarcely

doubt that they were birds of passage in the area. To those familiar

with the birds' graceful circling over the meadows in the United

States the difference was indeed striking.

On two days over a week apart the collector found a flock of these

birds passing the night at a certain place on the open treeless savanna.

He had often watched the flocks following the same route over the

plains and wondered how and why they followed the same local "trail"

so closely, but he was even more surprised to find what must have

been two different flocks staying overnight in the very same place,

when there was apparently absolutel}^ nothing there that could make
that particular spot more desirable than any other for miles around.

IRIDOPBOCNE ALBIVENTES (Boddaert)

Ilirundo alhiventer Boddaert, Table des planches enlumin^ez, 1783, p. 32 (Cay-

enne).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf , Cantaura, December 30, 1947; gonads very much enlarged; iris brown;

plumage somewhat abraded.

This swallow was very irregular in the study area, being encountered

at bodies of water in all types of habitat, but never for extended periods.

Small flocks of less than 10 birds would be encountered at a pond one

day, but would be gone the next. The bird was recorded in March,

April, June, July, October, November, and December, the December
male being in breeding condition.

Family CORVIDAE: Crows, Jays

CYANOCORAX VIOLACEUS Du Bna

Cyanocorax violaceus Du Bus, Bull. Acad. Roy. Sci., Lettr. et Beaux-Arts Belgique,

vol. 14, 1847, p. 103 (Peru).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9 , Cantaura, April 19, 1946; gonads slightly enlarged; iris brown; gizzard

contained seeds; plumage fresh.

As pointed out by the senior author in another paper (Proc. U. S.

Nat. Mus., vol. 97, 1948, p. 525), it may be that Venezuelan and

Guianan birds will prove to be separa,ble from topotypical violaceus,

in which case the name hyacinthinus Cabanis will be available for them.

This handsome jay was fairly common locally in the diy woods

around Cantaura (February to October), where it showed some prefer-

ence for locaUties near water. Curiously enough, it was not observed
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around Caicara, although the dry woods were very similar to those of

Cantaura, nor was the bird known to the residents there.

These jays were usually encountered in roving flocks of 5 to 10 in-

dividuals. In flight and call the bu'd is typically jaylike, and the call

note, a loud peeow peeow, is frequently given. The local name,
"piarra," is in imitation of this call.

XANTHOURA YNCAS CAERULEOCEPHALA (Dubois)

Cyanocorax yncas var. caeruleocephala Dubois, Bull. Acad. Roy. Belgique, ser. 2,

vol. 38, 1874, p. 493 (Caracas. Venezuela).

SPECIMENS COLIiECTED

1 unsexed, Mundo Nuevo, near San Antonio de Maturfn, Monagas, February
1946.

1 9 , Cantaura, May 25, 1947; gonads slightly enlarged; iris bright yellow;

gizzard contained small tree snails.

Our examples of this jay are unfortunately not in very good plumage
condition.

This striking jay was not encountered in the area during 1944, 1945,

or 1946. However, it was fairly common in the deciduous seasonal

forest at Cantaura during May and June 1947 and was generally seen

in small flocks of less than 10 individuals. Stragglers were recorded

in July of the same year, and again, on April 1, 1949, several were

encountered. These invasions occurred at the termination of the two
driest seasons recorded in nine years, at the very time when the woods
were most barren. This was particularly surprising to the collector,

who had known the bird previously only in the cool woods of the

mountains around Caracas.

The commonest call was a jaylike keen-keen.

The local name for this jay is given as "quin-quin," obviously a

variant spelling of the name "kinkin" recorded by Wetmore (Proc.

U. S. Nat. Mus., vol. 87, 1939, p. 237).

Family TROGLODYTIDAE: Wrens

HELEODYTES MINOR MINOR Cabanis

Heleodytes minor Cabanis, Museum Heineanum, vol. 1, 1851, p. 80 (Venezuela).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9 , Cantaura, January 31, 1946; gonads slightly enlarged; iris reddish brown,

tarsi and toes light blue-gray; plumage worn.

Cantaura appears to be about the easternmost locality from which

the lesser cactus wren has been recorded. It was known previously

from as far east as Caripe, Monagas.

This species was fairly common locally in bushy places on the open

savanna, especially in the vicinity of savanna lagoons, both around

Caicara and Cantaura. It was noted that the bird was able to estab-
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lish itself in the deciduous seasonal woods-edge habitat at Cantaura,

after a camp was established there. This was apparently due to the

increase of available water used for watering lawns and gardens, as

the birds were not present previous to that time.

A decided increase in the numbers of these wrens around Cantaura

was noted during the first week of February. A fledgling, just out of

the nest, was found during the first week of February. The marked

increase in numbers during early February was perhaps due to the

young birds making their appearance, rather than to local movement.

It is most difficult to describe their unbirdlike notes; they might

be written as a harsh glawp glawp boo-chuk boo-chuk.

At times this bird is called locally "pavita," apparently being

confused with the local Formicariidae.

HELEODYTES NUCHALIS BREVIPENNIS (Lawrence)

Campylorhynchus brevipennis Lawrence, Ann. Lye. Nat. Hist. New York, vol. 8j

1867, p. 344 (Venezuela).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf, Cantaura, April 17, 1945; gonads not enlarged; iris pale yellow; feathering

rather abraded.

The specimen collected was one of two bu-ds (a pair?) seen together.

Wetmore (Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., vol. 87, 1939, pp. 237-238) has

indicated that brevipennis is distinct from pardus. Study of the

same material convinces us of the correctness of his conclusions.

The present example fits in clearly with brevipennis and not with

pardus.

This wren was common in the lowland seasonal forest at Caicara;

it was uncommon in the deciduous seasonal woods throughout the

area, especially in locahties near water. It was recorded in March,

April, May, July, November, and December.

In July the birds were seen entering their large nest of twigs,

fashioned at the end of a hanging branch about 10 feet above ground.

Many of the calls of this species resembled those of Heleodytes

minor minor, although not so harsh and somewhat more wrenlike

in tone. The bird also gave a low, wrenlike chrrr.

THRYOTHOEUS RUFALBUS CUMANENSIS (Cabanis)

Troglodytes cumanensis {ex Lichtenstein MS.) Cabanis, Journ. fiir Orn., vol. 8,

1860, p. 408, in text (Cartagena, Colombia).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

Ic?*, Caicara, December 17, 1945; gonads enlarged; iris brown; fairly fresh

plumage.

Caicara appears to be the easternmost locaHty from which this
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form has been recorded, the previous eastern limit being at CumanS,
Sucre.

This shy wren preferred the wet woods wherever heavy underbrush

was to be found. It was fairly common around Caicara and was
observed occasionally at Cantaura. It was recorded in April, May,
November, and December. The call notes were a chunk, somewhat
similar to the scolding note of a squirrel, and a pebbly crrrrit crrrit

scolding note when the bird was aroused by the collector's "squeaking".

The song was a series of hollow notes, generally descending the scale,

often followed by a hollow trill. Thi'ough one rarely obtained a glimpse

of the bird, these hollow notes were typical sounds of the habitat.

TROGLODYTES MUSCULUS CLARUS Berlepsch and Hartert

Troglodytes muscuhis clarus Berlepsch and Hartert, Nov. Zool., vol. 9, 1902,

p. 8 (Bartica Grove, British Guiana).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1, unsexed, Cantaura, February 18, 1946; gonads "decomposed"; iris brown;

plumage fairly fresh.

The single example of the pale-bellied house wren collected agrees

with others from northern Venezuela.

The house wren was common at the edges of the wet woods and

around the town of Caicara itself, where it was recorded throughout

the year. It was not common around Cantaura, being found only

near water. The call and song of this wren were quite similar to

those of the house wren of the Eastern United States (Troglodytes

aedon aedon). This species was observed at Cantaura carrying

nesting material during the last week of April and in November.

Family MIMIDAE: Mockingbirds, Thrashers

MIMUS GILVUS MELANOPTERUS Lawrence

Mimus melanopterus Lawrence, Ann. Lye. Nat. Hist. New York, vol. 5, 1849,

p. 35, pi. 2 (Venezuela).

specimen collected

1 unsexed juvenal, Cantaura, April 15, 1946; gonads "decomposed"; iris pale

yellow:

Our specimen is rather pale, both in the ventral spots and in its

dorsal coloration, but this is purely an individual variation, as is

demonstrated by other specimens in similar plumage.

This mockingbird was common on the open savanna wherever a

few"chaparro" trees were found together and in the overgrown fields

both around Cantaura and Caicara.

Through this species was often observed capturing insects, small

fruits and berries also form an important part of its diet.
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These birds were nesting at least from the end of January to May,
July, and September.

The collector was able to observe a pair of these mockers throughout

their nesting. The nest was placed about 5 feet above ground in a

bush just outside the office in which he worked.

A series of observations was made on these birds. The resume is as

follows

:

July 8-9. Pair come to bush repeatedly, apparently inspecting site.

July 10. Skeleton base of nest of perhaps 20 small twigs at 8 a. m. Both birds

come to nest with twigs, generally at about 5-minute intervals. At times, both

come together. Both sit in nest to form it. At times birds come to nest without

twig. Male often sings away from nest. Birds cease coming at 3 p. m.

July 11. At 7 a. m. nest is already well built, with a good layer of fairly fine

grasses in place. Work must have been done between 4 p. m. and 7 a. m. In the

morning the birds come several times with grass and then remain away for rest

of day. The nest is now completed.

July 12. A bird comes to nest four times in the morning, apparently for inspec-

tion only.

July 13. No observation.

July 14. Two eggs in nest at 7 a. m. Bird comes several times and settles over

eggs.

July 15. Both birds come in and settle over eggs, at least one coming and

leaving about every 10 minutes. At 1 p. m. nest contains three eggs, the third

having been laid sometime after 7 a. m. Bird brooding for short periods, leaving

nest for approximately half-hour periods.

July 16-26. Brooding. Never could be certain that both birds brooded but

presume so as on July 15 both were definitely seen to settle over eggs. The birds

(or bird) invariably followed same route through bush to nest, and almost always

sat facing the same direction, possibly an indication that only one bird brooded.

One was seen chasing a tanager, Thraupis sayaca glaucocolpa that approached

nest site. (This tanager was apparently quite given to destroying other birds'

nests; see remarks under Coereba flaveola luteola, p. 522.) On July 22 the bird

developed a curious display which it repeated three or four times before entering

nest. With body held stiff, it bowed, head down, tail up, wings partially open,

usually raised.

July 27. No observation.

July 28. Three young hatched. All appear dry and "cold", don't appear to

have hatched before 7 this morning but must have hatched in afternoon of 26th

or on 27th, probably both. Bird brooding young at frequent intervals throughout

day. Young covered with sparse black down.

July 29. "Peeping" of young audible at 10 feet. Parent observed coming in

v/ith food for first time at 2 p. m. Birds generally display (July 22) when

entering nest.

July 30. Both parents feeding young. One still broods for short periods and

when raining.

August 1. Primaries beginning to appear as pinfeathers on young.

August 2. Pinfeathers beginnning to show on wings and back of young.

August 5. Pinfeathers on wings and back about % of an inch long, broken

through sheath at tips.

August 8. Young with wings fairly well developed, tail about 1 inch long.

Giving chipping note. One can stand on edge of nest. By afternoon all are very
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active, fluttering their wings briskly, preening themselves, and even hopping out

of nest on nearby twigs and then returning. They utter a soft peee peee while

being fed. Can't make out what the food is. Young uttering a loud cheeup note.

Parents removing fecal matter from nest, at times apparently actually eating it.

Iris of young is dark brown. Parents still giving display when entering bush.

One young taken from nest; parents apparently did not notice difference.

August 9. All gone (remaining two were taken from nest for cage birds) . One
adult comes twice to nest. No alarm given or special excitement shown. Believe

young would have left nest today anyway.

The call notes and song were similar to those of the mockingbird

of the Eastern United States (Mimus p. polyglottos) , although the

quality and volume of the song are markedly inferior. Moreover,

the collector never heard the present species imitate any other bird.

The local name is "paraulata."

Family TURDIDAE: Thrushes

TUHDUS NUDIGENIS NUDIGENIS Lafresnaye

Turdus nudigenis Lafeesnaye, Rev. Zool., vol. 11, 1848, p. 4 (Caracas).

SPECIMENS COLLECTED

1 cT, Caicara, December 26, 1945, gonads not enlarged; iris russet-brown, eye
ring rich yellow, bill dark olive shading to yellow-green at tip.

1 cf, Cantaura, December 29, 1947; gonads small; iris brown, eye ring orange,

bill duU yellow-brown, feet gray-brown; gizzard contained berries.

Our examples, in slightly worn plumage, agree fairly well with one
from Ciudad Bolivar.

This thrush was common in the lowland seasonal forest at Caicara;

it was present, but rare, in the deciduous seasonal woods at Cantaura
and then always near water. It was recorded in the months of Jan-

uary through April, July, September, November, and December.
A nest of mud mixed with a few fine twigs was found at Caicara

the first week of July, about 6 feet up in a crotch formed by a big

branch; it was so covered with moss as to be most inconspicuous. It

contained four blue-green eggs, heavily blotched with russet.

The bird has a variety of calls, some quite thrushlike and some
decidedly not. Among the common calls was a catlike meow and a

rising cha-ray-rah (charera) . The song was melodious and thrushlike.

Kjiown locally as "charera."

TURDUS LEUCOMELAS ALBIVENTER Spis

Turdus albiventer Spix, Avium species novae . . . Brasiliam . . . , vol. 1, 1824,

p. 70, pi. 69, fig. 2 (Pard, BrazD).

SPECIMENS COLLECTED

1 cf , Cantaura, April 20, 1946; gonads enlarged; iris brown.

1, unsexed, fledgling, Cantaura, August 10, 1947; iris gray-brown.



VENEZUELAN ORNITHOLOGY—FRIEDMANN AND SMITH 519

The adult is in somewhat worn plumage; the fledgling has the wing
and tail feathers only partly grown and probably could hardly fly.

As indicated by the senior author in another report (Proc. U. S.

Nat. Mus., vol. 97, 1948, pp. 532-533) ephippialis Sclater (Proc. Zool.

Soc. London, 1882, p. 109, Bogota,, Colombia) is not separable from
albiventer.

This thrush was relatively common in the wetter portions of the

deciduous seasonal woods at Cantaura. It was recorded from Febru-

ary through October. It was not observed at Caicara. The gonads
of the April example were enlarged and the bird was in full song. It

was also nesting in July as evidenced by the August fledgling collected.

The song is clear, melodious, and typically thrushlike. The bird

also has a harsh scolding call note.

Family SYLVIIDAE: Warblers, Gnatcatchers, and Kinglets

POUOPTILA PLUMBEA PLUMBICEPS Lawrence

Polioptila plumbiceps Lawrence, Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia, vol. 17,

1865, p. 37 (Venezuela).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf, Cantaura, February 10, 1946; gonads slightly enlarged; iris dark brown;
plumage fresh and in good condition.

The specimen differs from examples from Ocumare de la Costa, La
TriUa, Independencia, and Maracay, and agrees v/ith others from
Soledad, Ciudad Bolivar, and the Upper Orinoco, in having no whitish

feathers (all blackish) behind the nostrils.

This gnatcatcher was conunon locally at the edge of the dry and wet
woods around Cantaura and Caicara, often in small flocks of three or

four individuals; recorded throughout the year.

The call of this bird was a loud eeeah, which reminded the collector

of one of the notes of the catbird {Dumetella carolinensis) of the East-

ern United States. The song was an even series of clear, spaced chee-

chee-chees, sometimes running slightly up or down the scale.

EAMPHOCAENUS MELANURUS TRINITATIS Lesson

Ramphocaenus trinitatis Lesson, Rev. Zool., vol. 2, 1839, p. 42 ("in insula Trini-

tatis").

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 d^, Caicara, February 22, 1948; gonads small; iris light brown; bill light brown,

feet dark blue gray; gizzard contained insects; plumage fairly fresh.

Zimmer (Amer. Mus. Nov., No. 917, 1937, pp. 14-15) has outlined

the not-too-clear present status of trinitatis. Without further mate-

rial it is not feasible to attempt to go beyond his presentation of the

case. The present specimen is clearly like those that Zimmer calls
'

' trinitatis (near pallidus) .
'

'
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The specimen was collected in the deciduous seasonal woods at

Caicara; it was not otherwise recorded. The bird was uttering a
chattermg note. At the same time its tail was spread fanwise, cocked

straight up and vigorously swinging from side to side while in that

position. This action was a striking field mark, not hkely to be over-

looked in spite of the small size of the bird.

Family MOTACILLIDAE: Pipits

ANTHUS LUTESCENS LUTESCENS Pncheran

Anthus lutescens (Cuvier MS.) Pucheran, Arch. Mus. Hist. Nat. Paris, vol. 7,

1855, p. 343 C'Br6sil," vicinity of Rio de Janeiro).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf, Caicara, December 20, 1945; gonads not enlarged; iris brown.

Our single example is in molt and is therefore not so useful for

critical study as it otherwise might have been, but it agrees very well

with a good series from Brazil. Specimens from Argentina are some-

what darker, but the difference is not great. Hellmayr (Catalogue

of the birds of the Americas, pt. 8, 1935, p. 91, footnote) cautions

against further "splitting" of this "notoriously variable" species, and
it is true that larger series are needed before the whole matter can be

straightened out.

Caicara appears to be the northeastemmost Venezuelan locality from
which the yellowish pipit has been recorded. Hellmayr does not in-

clude British Guiana in its range; it may therefore be worth while to

record a specimen in the United States National Museum from
"Demerara" (No. 70695). If the admittedly general locality on the

label be accurate it is the northeasternmost record for the species;

if not, our present bird from Caicara would seem to have that honor.

This pipit was abundant on the open savanna at least during March,
May through October, and December.

It was in full song in June. The bird would rise to a considerable

height, often until it appeared a speck in the sky, and utter its four

notes again and again. The song may be written tsit, tsit, tsit, zeeeeee,

the pipit uttering one weak tsit with each successive wing beat, then

falling with outspread wings as it utters the penetrating zeeeeee. In

the middle of June the collector timed one singing bird. It sang ap-

proximately once every 9 seconds for about 20 minutes.

One neat, ovenlike nest of this species was found in the short grass

late in June. It contained five young.

Family CYCLARHIDAE: Pepper Shrikes

CYCLARraS GUJANENSIS FLAVIPECTUS Sclater

Cyclarhis flavipecius Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 1858, p. 448, part (Trini-

dad).
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SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 d^, Cantaura, April 15, 1945; gonads very small; iris bright orange; plumage
rather worn.

The specimen collected has very little buffy tone on the abdomen
but appears nevertheless to be of the race flavipecius in its other char-
acters.

This bird was rather common in the deciduous seasonal woods
throughout the area during the months of March through November,
with a record of a single in January. There was considerable move-
ment during April and May, "waves" of the birds occasionally being
observed, with the bird abundant in places where a short time before

it was totally absent. It was very much more abundant late in April

and early in May than during the rest of the year.

The song of the bird was unmistakable. It consisted of a rapid

cheeee-che-chrrrr, the first note high and accented, the second lower,

and the third still lower. This combination was usually repeated

three times, each set being lower and slightly faster than the preceding

one.

Family VIREONIDAE: Vireos

VIREO VIRESCENS VIVIDIOR HeUmayr and Seilern

Vireo chivi vividior Hellmayb and Seilern, Verh. Orn. Ges. Bay., vol. 12, 191^,

p. 315 (Caparo, Trinidad).

SPECIMEN collected

1 &, Cantaura, April 18, 1945; gonads enlarged; iris dull red, bill and feet

blue-gray.

The present example of the Caribbean vireo collected was quite fat

and had several large seeds and small insects in its gizzard. It was
found in fairly open woods, where the collector noted that its song
was very similar to that of the North American red-eyed vireo {Vireo

virescens virescens), a welcome bit of evidence for their conspecificity.

This vireo was common in the dry woods around Cantaura, March
through August, and in the wet woods around Caicara, Alarch to

December. A marked increase in numbers around Cantaura about
the middle of April was noted both in 1945 and 1946, suggestive of at

least local movement of the species.

HYLOPHILUS AURANTIIFRONS SATUBATUS (Hellmajr)

Pachysylvia aurantiifrons saturate Hellmatr, Nov. Zool., vol. 13, 1906, p. 12
(Rinc6n de San Antonio, state of Sucre, northeastern Venezuela).

SPEC IMEN collected

1 9 , Caicara, November 6, 1947; gonads small; iris brown, feet pale blue-gray;

maxilla gray, mandible flesh color; gizzard contained insects.
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Agrees with other specimens from Ocumare de la Costa and El

Sombrero, farther to the west in northern Venezuela.

HYLOPHILUS FLAVIPES ACUTICAUDA Lawrence

Hylophilus acuticauda Lawrence, Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia, 1865, p. 37

(Venezuela; Puerto La Cruz, Carabobo, suggested as restricted type locality

by Todd, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, vol. 42, 1929, p. 198).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf (?), Cantaura, January 9, 1946; gonads not enlarged; iris brown; tarsi

and toes bluish.

The specimen collected agrees with a series from Soledad and Ciudad
Bolivar.

This small vireo was common at the edge of the dry woods around

Cantaura. It was not recorded from Caicara, possibly having been

overlooked by the collector. The bird was heard to utter two differ-

ent call notes, a high seeeep and a soft chick-chick. At Cantaura it

was recorded in January, March, and December.

Family COEREBIDAE: Honeycreepers

CYANERPES CYANEUS CYANEUS (Linnaeus)

Certhia cyanea Linnaeus, Systema naturae, ed. 12, vol. 1, 1766, p. 188 (based on
"The Black and Blue Creeper" Edwards, Gleanings of natural history, vol. 2,

p. 114, pi. 264, Surinam).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 unsexed (cf by plumage), Mundo Nuevo near San Antonio de Maturin,

Monagas, February 1946.

The only example collected is in a rather disarranged condition but

is obviously an adult male as far as its plumage may be taken as a

criterion. The example was presented to the collector by Pedro

Montes. The species was not present around Cantaura or at Caicara.

COEREBA FLAVEOLA LUTEOLA (Cabanis)

Certhiola luteola Cabanis, Museum Heineanum, vol. 1, 1851, p. 96 (Puerto Cabello

[?], Venezuela).

specimen collected

Icf, Cantaura, April 15, 1945; gonads greatly enlarged; iris dark brown;

plumage somewhat worn.

The present specimen agrees with others examined. It has the

white alar speculum well developed.

The Caribbean bananaquit occurs in northern Venezuela south to

the Orinoco Valley. It was common locally at the edge of the woods

both at Cantaura and at Caicara and was recorded during every

month of the year. It was observed building its little ovenlike grass
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nest as early as February 2, but eggs were not found until the latter

half of April. One nest that appeared finished on March 2 was stUl

being worked on by both birds on Alarch 7, and at that date it still

contained no eggs. This is rather interesting when one considers the

nesting record of the mockingbird {Mimus gilvus melanopterus) and
when the much smaller size of the present bird is taken into account.

The nests were usually placed at less than 10-feet above ground,

often in the crotch of a nettle. An April nest was destroyed by a

pair of tanagers (Thraupis sayaca glaucocolpa) , which tore out most
of the top and entrance. They did not touch the young at the time,

but two days later the nest was empty.

This species has a variety of simple, unmclodious songs. Some
may be written as follows: seeeep, chu-chu-chu; chu-weeet; chuweet;

and chreee, wMtzy-whitzy-whitzy repeated rapidly over and over again.

Family PARULIDAE: Wood Warblers

PARULA PITIAYUMI ELEGANS (Todd)

Compsothlypis pitiayumi elegans Todd, Ann. Carnegie Mus., vol. 8, 1912, p. 204
(Anzodtegui, Lara, Venezuela).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

IcT, Cantaura, December 2, 1945; gonads not enlarged; feathering somewhat
abraded.

This race ranges from Trinidad and Tobago south across Venezuela

to northern BrazU.

This little warbler was fairly common both in the dry woods around
Cantaura and the wet woods around Caicara, from November through

May. The song heard in Caicara in December may be written as

sip, sip, sip, sip, crrrrr, the "sips" being on the same pitch, the "crrrrr"

a rapidly rising note. The song was harsher than that of the North
American parula warbler (Parula a. americana), especially the last

note, which was a distinct cr, rr, r, not a smooth, rising buzz as in the

North American species. The present species also sang crrrrr, cheee,

cheee, cheee, cheee.

DENDROICA PETECfflA AESTIVA (Gmelin)

Motacilla aestiva Gmelin, Systema naturae, vol. 1, pt. 2, 1879, p. 996 (Canada
accepted as type locality)

.

SPECIMENS COLLECTED

1 unsexed (=cf), 1 imm. cT, Cantaura, October 1 and December 29, 1947;

iris dark, bill and feet brownish.

The inamature bird is almost dark enough above to be amnicola

Batchelder of Newfoundland but is matched by other examples of

aestiva of comparable season, sex, age, and wear. Birds in this

plumage are very unsatisfactory for subspecific identification.

855851—50 8
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This warbler was recorded in the deciduous seasonal woods edge

both at Cantaura and Caicara from September through January. It

was generally seen in singles or pairs. The October specimen uttered

a twittering scolding note. It was one of a pair seen together.

DENDEOICA PETECHIA RUFOPILEATA Ridgway

Dendroica rufopileata Ridgway, Proc. U. S. Nat, Mus., vol. 7, 1884, p. 173

(Curajao, Dutch West Indies).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf , Barcelona, July 12, 1948; gonads very greatly enlarged; iris dark, bill blackj

feet pale tan; bird in constant song when taken.

This specimen has been compared with the type and found to

agree very closely, but it has the orange-brick ventral stripes some-

what heavier and more produced caudally, with the upper back

slightly paler, more yellowish, less greenish.

Hellmayr (Catalogue of the birds of the Americas, pt. 8, 1935, pp.

377-378) gives the range of this race of the golden warbler as the

''islands off the north coast of Venezuela" and gives no race as occur-

ring on the mainland. However, Zimmer and Phelps (Amer. Mus.

Nov., No. 1270, 1944, p. 15) list specimens from several mainland

localities, including Puerto La Cruz, Anzodtegui. In their descrip-

tion of D. p. cienagae (loc. cit, p. 14) from La Cienaga, between

Ocumare de la Costa and Turiamo, state of Aragua, Venezuela, they

inform us that this race is similar to rufopileata, "but the stripes, in the

male, extend over the throat and chin, instead of being confined to the

breast." The present specimen has the chin and throat unstriped as

in the type of rufopileata, and it is in no way an intermediate between

the two races.

This warbler was common in the sparse woods within a hundred

yards of the seashore at Barcelona. It was not recorded elsewhere.

The specimen collected was in full song.

SETOPHAGA RUTICILLA RUTICILLA (Linnaeus)

Motacilla ruticilla Linnaeus, Systema naturae, ed. 10, vol. 1, 1758, p. 186 (based

on "The Redstart" Catesby: Virginia).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9 , Cantaura, April 13, 1946; gonads definitely enlarged; iris brown.

Judged by the well-developed yellow alar speculum and the olive-

green color of the back, this example must be considered true ruticilla.

Both this form and tricolora occur together in winter in Venezuela.

The bird collected was one of a flock of several females, the first

ones seen in the spring. No males were seen. Our specimen is in

rather worn feathering.
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This bird was recorded in the deciduous seasonal woods at Cantaura
during March, April, and May, generally seen in small flocks. The
collector did not observe it at Caicara.

Family ICTERIDAE: Troupials

XANTHORNUS DECUMANUS DECUMANUS Pallas

Xanthornus decumanus Pallas, Spicilegia zoologica, fasc. 6, 1769, p. 1, pi. 1

(Surinam).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 unsexed (apparently cf), Caicara, December 21, 1945; iris blue.

The feathers of the back and lower back in this specimen are faintly

edged with deep bay, agreeing in this respect with examples from
Ocumare de la Costa and El Sombrero. Our bird is definitely not

insularis (Dalmas), which must have a very restricted range on the

mainland of northeastern Venezuela.

This bird was fairly common in the wet woods around Caicara,

generally encountered in flocks of 10 to 20 individuals, March to

December. It was not present around Cantaura.

The call was a rattle (vocal?), followed by a hoUow chu ki chu ki

do coooo.

Local name, "conoto."

XANTHORNUS VIRIDIS (P. L. S. MUIler)

Oriolus viridis P. L. S. Muller, Natursystera, Suppl., 1776, p. 87 (based on
"Cassique vert de Cayenne" Daubenton, Planches enlum., pi. 328; Cayenne).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf, Caicara, July 5, 1947; gonads enlarged; iris blue, bill yellow with orange

tip; gizzard contained large insects; an adult bird in worn plumage.

This bird was found only in the lowland seasonal forest at Caicara,

where it was somewhat less common than Xanthornus decumanus
decumanus. It was recorded in March and July.

Local name, "conoto real."

CACICUS CELA CELA (Linnaeus)

Parus Cela Linnaeus, Systema naturae, ed. 10, vol. 1, 1758, p. 191 ("in India";

error = Surinam).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf", Caicara, December 20, 1945; gonads not enlarged; iris milk white; speci-

men in fine fresh plumage.

This specimen was compared with a good series from various parts

of the range of this widely distributed form and found to be in close

agreement in every way.

This caique was rather common in the lowland seasonal forest at

Caicara, being recorded in March, April, July, August, and December.
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Though the bird was not recorded in the deciduous seasonal woods with-

in the area, it was observed in similar woods near water to the north of

the study area, proof that the species was not closely confined to the

lowland seasonal forest.

In June and July colonies of 5 to 30 pairs swung their pendant
nests from the tops of dead trees throughout the forest. Locally they

are reputed to build their nests near large wasp nests for protection.

Whatever the reason, it was often found that a wasp nest would
occupy one of the upper branches of the tree in which the birds were

nesting.

The commonest call was a rising croruck followed by three whistled

notes, wheeo, whow, wu, each lower than the preceding note.

Local name, "arrendajo,"

MOLOTHEUS BONARIENSIS VENEZUELENSIS Stone

Molothrus venezuelensis Stone, Auk, vol. 8, 1891, p. 347 (Venezuela=Lake
Valencia).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf, Caicara, January 1, 1946; gonads not enlarged; iris brown.

The single specimen collected is in fairly fresh plumage.

The example collected of the Venezuelan shiny cowbird was one

of a pair that were eating blossoms on the top of a tall tree at the edge

of the wet woods. The bird was fairly common in open fields around

Cantaura ; rare during the winter months, increasing in numbers toward
the end of February. - Flocks of more than about 10 individuals were

not observed.

HOLOQUISCALUS LUGUBRIS LUGUBRIS (Swainson)

Quiscalus lugubris Swainson, Animals in menageries, 1837, p. 299 ("Brazil";

error = British Guiana).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9 , Caicara, December 20, 1945; gonads not enlarged; iris white; plumage
fairly fresh.

The bird was taken in open mesa type of country. Comparison

of it with other examples of lugubris and with insularis shows no
trend toward the latter form. It follows that insularis is wholly

confined to Margarita Island as far as present evidence goes.

This grackle was fairly common locally at the edge of the open

savanna both around Cantaura and Caicara, usually encountered in

flocks of from 10 to 30 birds. The call note of this species was a

gracklelike check-check and a high descending cheeee.

It was recorded throughout the year, nesting in February, March,

and September. The nest was a weU-built affair of twigs, fibers,

string, and cotton and was often placed in the Trinitaria bushes

growing against the houses.
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The males were in continual song toward the end of January, one

being timed at four songs per minute. The song consists of five or

six evenly spaced notes, each one a little higher than the last, chee,

chee, chee, chee, chee. The males sang on the ground as they fed in

small flocks, often without the presence of females, and this song was

usually accompanied by a curious display. The singing bird would

lower its head, Hft its outspread tail almost straight up, and utter

its song, jumping shghtly and fluttering its wings with each con-

secutive "chee."

Local name, "tordo."

LEISTES MILITARIS MIUTARIS (Linnaeus)

Emheriza militaris Linnaeus, Systema naturae, ed. 10, vol. 1, 1758, p. 178

(based on "Turdus ater, pectore coccineo" Linnaeus; Surinam suggested by

Berlepsch and Hartert, Nov. Zool., voL 9, 1902, p. 33).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf, San Rain6n, July 23, 1944; gonads enlarged; iris brown; plumage very

worn.

The "sangre de toro lagunero," as this bird was called locally,

was found in wet meadows in the bottomlands of the river valleys.

It was rare in the study area, being recorded as singles or pairs in

wet meadows during June, July, August, and September.

ICTERUS AURICAPILLUS (Cassin)

Icterus auricapillus Cassin, Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia, vol. 3, 1847

(1848), p. 332 ("Mexico," error; and "South America").

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf , Cantaura, January 31, 1945; gonads very small; plumage somewhat worn.

The orange-crowned oriole was common at the edge of the wet

woods around Caicara in December, usually seen in small flocks of

four to six individuals. It was rare around Cantaura in December

and January and was not seen at Caicara except in December.

The call note is a dull, oriolelike cherrr. Some of its other notes

were similar to those of I. n. nigrogularis.

Local name, "toche."

ICTERUS NIGROGULARIS NIGROGULARIS (Hahn)

Xanthornus nigrogularis Hahn, Vogel aus Asien, Africa . . ., livr. 5, 1819, pi. 1

("Jamaica, Me.xico, and Cayenne" = Brazil).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9 , Cantaura, February 11, 1945; gonads not enlarged; iris yellow; plumage

fairly fresh.

Although its habitat is well up in the northeastern part of Vene-

zuela, the present specimen shows no approach toward trinitatis
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Hartert. Hellmayr's statement (Catalogue of the Birds of the

Americas, pt. 10, 1937, p. 133, footnote) that birds from northeastern

Venezuela help bridge the gap between true nigrogularis and trinitatis

must therefore be restricted to the birds of the Paria coastal areas.

This yellow oriole was common in the dry bushy fields and dry

woods edge around both Cantaura and Caicara, It was not common
near the wet woods and was rarely seen in the same places as the

preceding species. During the winter months these bii-ds wandered
about, usually in small, rather quiet flocks of three to five birds.

The flocks tended to break up as April approached and by the middle

of that month the males were in full song. By the second week in

May the hanging yellomsh fiber nests were common; although an
individual was observed making a nest as early as April 4. Nests

were found in April, May, June, September, and October.

The call note of this species is a loud, harsh cheek. The song is

composed of four to eight clear, whistled notes, each note remaining

on the pitch at which it began and not slurring from one to the other

as in the more striking notes of the "turpial" (/. i. icterus), which
was also fairly common in the area.

Local name, "pespes."

' ' ICTERUS ICTERUS ICTERUS (Linnaens)

Oriolus icterus Linnaeus, Systema naturae, ed. 12, vol. 1, 1766, p. 161 (based

primarily on "Le Troupiale" Brisson, Ornithologia, vol. 2, p. 86, pi. 8, fig.

1, "in America calidiore"=" Cayenne" ex Brisson).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf, Cantaura, July 2, 1947; gonads greatly enlarged; iris yellow, eye ring blue,

feet and base of bill blue-gray; gizzard contained insects; plumage very worn.

This beautiful oriole was rather strictly limited to the deciduous

seasonal woods-edge habitat, where it was rather common, being

recorded throughout the year.

The gonads of the July male were greatly enlarged. Locally, this

oriole is supposed to use the nest of the Phacellodomus nijifrons

inornatus rather than build a nest of its own. The collector can neither

confirm nor deny this belief, but in April he did observe the bird on
two occasions, in different localities, entering and leaving one of

these nests.

The commonest call is a clear, loud, whistled tur-pee-al, the second

syllable high and accented, usually repeated many times.

Local name, "turpial."

GYMNOMYSTAX MEXICANUS (Linnaens)

Oriolus mexicanus Linnaeus, Systema naturae, ed. 12, vol. 1, 1766, p. 162 ("Cay-

enne").
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SPECIMEN COLLECTED

IcT, Cantaura, September 1, 1947; gonads enlarged; iris brown, skin around

eyes and bill black; gizzard contained seeds and insects; plumage somewhat worn.

This large yellow-breasted blackbird was common at the savanna

ponds and occasional throughout the deciduous seasonal woods and

edge in the vicinity of water. It was recorded in January, February,

March, April, May, July, August, September, November, and

December, generally in small flocks. In August a bird was seen

carrying food in its bill, presumably to feed young.

The collector never observed it in cornfields, as the local name would

indicate.

Local name, "tordo maicero," corn blackbird.

STURNELLA MAGNA PRATICOLA Chabb

Siurnella magna pralicola Chubb, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist., ser. 9, vol. 8, 1921,

p. 445 (Abary River, British Guiana).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9 , Cantaura, February 9, 1946; gonads greatly enlarged; iris brown, bill

light blue-gray.

The small size (wing 91 mm.) of our specimen leaves no doubt as to

its being pralicola and not paralios. It differs from two male speci-

mens of praticola from Puerto Ayacucho on the Upper Orinoco in

having the nape and upper back more brownish, the dark centers of

the feathers less blackish, and also in having the two stripes on the

head more brownish, less blackish.

The Guianan meadowlark was common on the open savanna; it

was rarely seen in small fields similar to those which, in the eastern

United States, would have supported a pair of North American

meadowlarks (aS'. m. magna). The song was similar to but more

rapid than that of S. m. magna.

It was recorded throughout the year, nesting in May and November.

A fledgling was brought to the collector on May 5, 1945.

The bird was commonly known locally as "mochila vacia" in

imitation of its song. It was known also as "perdig6n."

Family THRAUPIDAE: Tanagers

TANAGRA CHLOROTICA TRINITATIS (Strickland)

Ewphonia trinitatis Strickland, Contr. Orn., pt. 2, 1851, p. 72 (Trinidad).

SPECIMENS collected

1 c?, Caicara, December 23, 1945; gonads slightly enlarged; iris brown; a young

bird molting into adult plumage.

Id',! 9 , Cantaura, January 9, 1946 and February 17, 1945; gonads of January

9 slightly enlarged, of February cT very much so; iris brown in 9, black in cf;

feet of cT black.
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The collector found this little tanager in open wooded areas,

around both Caicara and Cantaura, throughout the year, generally

encountered in small flocks of from 6 to 10 individuals. The clear

high whistle, usually uttered twice, was one of the typical calls in

the habitat. The bird also uttered a thin clear twitter.

Local name, "fin fin," in imitation of the call.

TANAGRA LANnROSTRIS CRASSIROSTRIS (Sclater)

Euphonia crassirostris Sclater, Proc. Zool, Soc. London, 1856 (1857), p. 277
("New Grenada, Bogota.").

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9 , Caicara, December 19, 1945; gonads not enlarged; iris brown, tarsi and
toes dull blue, soles of feet flesh color; plumage abraded.

The collector observed this bird only once, when the present example
was taken in the deciduous seasonal woods at Caicara.

CALOSPIZA CAYANA CAYANA (Linnaeus)

Tanagra cayana Linnaeus, Systema naturae, ed. 12, vol. 1, 1766, p. 315 (based on
"Le Tangara nord, de Cayenne" Brisson, Ornithologia, vol. 3, 1760, p. 21,

pi. 4, fig. 3; Cayenne).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 d', Cantaura, August 17, 1947; gonads small; iris brown; gizzard contained

seeds; plumage somewhat abraded.

This specimen agrees with others from southern and central Vene-
zuela reported on elsewhere by the senior author (Proc. U. S. Nat.

Mus., vol. 97, 1948, pp. 553-554). Judged by the range given by
Hellmayr [Catalogue of the birds of the Americas, pt. 9, 1936, p. 159

(French, Dutch, and British Guiana, southern Venezuela (Orinoco

and Caura Valleys), northern Brazil, eastern Peru)l this bird must be
from near the northern edge of the distribution of its race.

This tanager was recorded on the savanna in groves of "moriche"
palms during April and August, when small flocks of about five

individuals were seen.

THRAUPIS EPISCOPUS CANA (Swainson)

Tanagra cana Swainson, Ornithological drawings, pt. 3, 1836, pi. 37 (no locality

indicated; "Venezuela" suggested by Berlepsch, restricted to Caracas by
Hellmayr, Arch. Naturg., vol. 90A, No. 2, 1924, p. 185).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf, Cantaura, December 30, 1947; gonads small; iris brown, maxilla black,

mandible blue-gray, feet black. The bird is in quite fresh plumage.

Hellmayr (Catalogue of the birds of the Americas, pt. 9, 1936, p. 213,

footnote) writes that birds of northeastern Venezuela (Sucre) and
the Orinoco Basin are intermediate between typical cana and neso'
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philus of Trinidad but nearer to the former race. This is borne out

by the present specimen. The picture is not altogether clear, however,

as is indicated by some of the Venezuelan localities from which Zimmer
(Amer. Mus. Nov., No. 12G2, 1944, pp. 14-15) lists specimens of both

of these races.

This bird was recorded twice, in April and December, both times

near Cantaura in groves of "moriche" palms on the open savanna.

THRAUPIS SAYACA GLAUCOCOLPA Cabanis

Thraupis glaucocolpa Cabanis, Museum Heineanum, vol. 1, 1851, p. 28 ("Caracas,"

Venezuela)

.

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf, Cantaura, March 17, 1945; gonads slightly enlarged; iris brown; plumage

worn.

Study of a small series raises the possibility that the birds inhabiting

Margarita Island are a separable race, on the basis of slightly larger

size, or, at least, longer wing. Thus, a female from that island has a

wing length of 87.2 mm.; a male 91 mm. The present male from the

Venezuelan mainland has a wing measuring 81 mm., while two unsexed

birds from Savanilla, Colombia, measure 82.5 and 86.2 mm., re-

spectively.

This tanager was common in the wet and dry woods around Caicara

and Cantaura, usually encountered in groups of two to five birds.

It appeared to the collector that the local distribution of this species

was rather closely limited by the size of the trees in the area. Given

two or three large trees (40 to 50 feet high) in a bushy field or in a

village park, he could be fairly certain of finding one or two birds of

this species. However, in his experience the bird was rare in deciduous

seasonal woods composed only of trees 15 to 30 feet high.

The call note was a smooth sibilant seeeep; the song was weak and

rambling.

Local name, "azulejo."

THRAUPIS PALMARUM MELANOPTERA (Sclater)

Tanagra melanoptera Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, vol. 24, 1856 (Jan. 1857),

p. 235 (eastern Peru).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9 , Cantaura, October 12, 1947; gonads slightly enlarged; iris dark brown;

gizzard contained one large seed; plumage very abraded, molting in the wings

and tail.

This species was encountered in groves of "moriche" palms on the

savanna at Cantaura during the months of Ivlarch through May and

September. It was fairly common, often in flocks of 5 to 10 individuals.

It was heard to utter a soft whit-whit and a rising seeep.
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RAMPHOCELUS CARBO CAPITALIS Allen

Ramphocoelus astrosericeus capitalis Allen, Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist., vol. 4,

1892, p. 51 (El Pilar, near Carupano, Sucre, Venezuela).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9, Caicara, July 5, 1947; gonads greatly enlarged (small yolks); iris red-

brown; gizzard contained a large caterpillar; in adult breeding condition; plumage
fairly fresh.

This specimen is identified to the present subspecies largely on geo-

graphic grounds, as the race capitalis is one of those forms in which
the distinguishing characters are to he seen only in the males. Hell-

mayr (Catalogue of the birds of the Americas, pt. 9, 1936, p. 255,

footnote) gives no diagnostic characters for the females, and it is not

surprising, therefore, to find that the present example does not differ

appreciably from the female of the race venezuelensis.

This tanager was encountered only in the lowland seasonal forest

at Caicara, where it was rather common. It was recorded in March,
April, July, September, and November. Although the collector

searched for the bird in December, he was unable to record it in that

month.
TACHYPHONUS RUFUS (Boddaert)

Tangara rufa Boddaebt, Table des planches enlumin^ez, 17S3, p. 44 (based on "Le
Tangaroux de Cayenne" Daubenton: Cayenne).

SPECIMEN EXAMINED

1 cf , Caicara, December 23, 1945; gonads not enlarged; iris brown; fairly fresh

plumage.

The bird collected was found in moist woodlands. This species

was common at clearings in or near the lowland seasonal forest at

Caicara, where it was recorded throughout the year. It was not ob-

served at Cantaura. It was very fond of the over-ripe fruit of the pa-

paya (Carica papaya). Flocks of more than 10 individuals often were

seen feeding.

NEMOSIA PILEATA PILEATA (Boddaert)

Tanagra pileata Boddaert, Table des planches enlumin^ez, 1783, p. 45 (based on
"Tangara k coefTe noire, de Cayenne" Daubenton: Cayenne).

specimens collected

2 cf , Cantaura, February 2, 1945 and April 13, 1946; gonads not enlarged in

the February bird, greatly so in the April one; iris bright yellow, tarsi and toes

dull yellow, bill black.

These two specimens agree wdth a fair series from various parts of the

range of this tanager. The April bird is slightly darker above than the

February one.

This bird was seen around Cantaura at the edge of the dry woods
from December until May. It was encountered singly at rare intervals
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until the middle of April, when several were seen daily for about a

week, after which it was rarely seen. The call note is a sharp, loud

chi'p,
HEMITHRAUPIS GUIRA NIGRIGULA (Boddaert)

Tanagra nigrigula Boddaert, Table des planches enlumin^ez, 1783, p. 45 (based on

"Tangara olive h. gorge noire, de Cayenne" Daubenton: Cayenne).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cT, Cantaura, April 8, 1945; gonads very small; iris brown.

The bird collected had apparently lost its rectrices sometime earHer

and the new ones were still in the pinfeather stage, and were lost in the

process of preparing the specimen. Fortunately, however, the char-

acters of the race are not in the tail feathers, and our bird agrees very

well with nigrigula, both by description and by comparison with named
material.

The species was found at the woods edge.

Family FRINGILLIDAE: Finches, Sparrows, and Buntings

SALTATOR COERULESCENS BREWSTERI Bangs and Penard

Saltaior olivascens hreivsteri Bangs and Penard, Bull. Mus. Comp. Zool., vol. 42,

1918, p. 91 (Caparo, Trinidad).

SPECIMENS COLLECTED

2 9 , Caicara, December 22-27, 1945; gonads not enlarged; iris brown.

The specimen obtained December 27 is in molt, but it matches

another similar bird from near El Sombrero. The other one is an

immature greenish-backed bird, very different in appearance from

the gray-backed adult.

Seeds and fruit pulp were found in the gizzard of the adult.

This species was common at the edge of the wet woods around

Caicara; it was not present around Cantaura. The only note recorded

was a short song, which might be written crrrr, cheechu, cheechu,

cheechu, the cheechu slurring from a high chee to a low chee.

Although similar to the song of the following species, that of the

present one was readily distinguishable.

SALTATOR ORENOCENSIS ORENOCENSIS Lafresnaye

Saltaior orenocensis Lafresnate, Rev. Zool., vol. 9, 1846, p. 274 ("remboucbure

de rOr^noque," Venezuela).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf, Caicara, December 23, 1945; gonads not enlarged; iris brown.

This example has the underparts unusually heavily suffused with

tawny-rufescent, almost as in rufescens Todd, of northwestern Vene-
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zuela, but in size it agrees with orenocensis, to which race it should

belong on geographic grounds.

This saltator was common at the edge of the dry woods around

Cantaura and Caicara; it was present, but not common, at the edge

of the wet woods. In its actions, this was a rather quiet bird. It

could often be seen sitting quietly eating blossoms of papaya (Carica

papaya) or cundiamor {Momordica charantia) slowly, one after the

other.

Two calls were noted for this species, a sharp cheep and a scolding

chew-chew-chew. The song varied, but two typical ones were recorded

—

a rhythmic rapid whee-chee-chrrr repeated over and over, the chee being

the highest and accented note, the chrrr the lowest, and a peee-chu

repeated again and again.

Local name, "pichu-pichu," in imitation of the song.

SPIZA AMERICANA (Gmelin)

Emberiza americana Gmelin, Systema naturae, vol. 1, pt. 2, 1789, p. 872 (based on
"Black-throated Bunting" Pennant, Arctic zoology, vol. 2, p. 364, pL 17:

New York).

SPECIMENS COLLECTED

1 cf , 1 ? , Cantaura, February 2 and 20, 1948; gonads small; iris brown, bill

light brown darkening at tip and top, feet brown.

The dickcissel is a common winter visitor in Venezuela. It was
recorded in the deciduous seasonal wood-edge habitat at Cantaura

during the months of January thi'ough April, and November. In

season it was the commonest bird in the habitat, at least 500 being

seen in a day, probably considerably more, as it was difficult to esti-

mate their numbers. Toward evening these birds could be seen flying

over high, in flocks of about 50 individuals. At times the pebbly

chrrt note could be heard, even when the birds were flying rather high.

SPOROPHILA INTERMEDIA Cabanis

Sporophila intermedia Cabanis, Museum Heineanum, vol. 1, 1851, p. 149 (Vene-

zuela) .

specimens collected

1 cf (juv.), 1 ad. cf, Cantaura, March 17 and April 11, 1946; gonads very

small; iris brown.

The young bird, which is in a plumage resembling that of the adult

female, has a dark bill; the adult has a pale beak. The adult has only

a few whitish feathers on the throat. Both birds are in worn plumage.

This finch was seen occasionally in bushy fields around Cantaura

and Caicara, never more than two individuals at a time. It was

fahiy common in the deciduous seasonal woods habitat, at times being

seen in small flocks of less than 10 individuals. It was recorded

throughout the year.
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A pair raised two broods in front of the collector's home. When
the two fledglings left the nest in the third week of September, the

female began on the same day to brood at another nest, a small,

well-built, cuplike affair of grasses placed about 15 feet above the

ground. The female apparently did all the incubating while the

male attended to the young. Perhaps understandably enough, he

was heard to sing very little at that time.

The song reminded the collector greatly of the song of the North
American indigo bunting {Passerina cyanea).

Local name, "pico de plata," silver-bill, referring to the bird's

pale beak.
SPOROPfflLA LINEOLA (Linnaeus)

Loxia lineola Linnaeus, Systema naturae, ed. 3, vol. 10, pt. 1, 1758, p. 174

("Asia"= Surinam, Berlepsch and Hartert, Nov. Zool., vol. 9, 1902, p. 26).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf , Cantaura, July 27, 1947; gonads very small; iris dark brown; gizzard

contained small seeds; plumage somewhat abraded.

Judged by the data given by Hellmayr (Catalogue of the birds of

the Americas, pt. 11, 1938, pp. 209-211) the lined seedeater is an

uncommon bird in Venezuela; he lists but one record from Lake

Valencia, Carabobo, and three from Caicara on the Orinoco.

On two occasions in July small flocks of this finch were seen at the

same pond in the deciduous seasonal woods edge at Cantaura.

SPOROPHILA BOUVEONIDES (Lesson)

Pyrrhula bouvronides Lesson, Traits d'ornithologie, livr. 6, 1831, p. 450 (Trinidad).

SPECIMENS COLLECTED

1 cT, 1 9 , Caicara, July 5, and November 6, 1947; gonads of July cf enlarged,

of November 9 small; iris dark brown to black, bill of 9 light brown with the

base of mandible yellowish, feet blackish; gizzards contained small seeds; cf in

fairly fresh plumage, 9 much abraded.

The male has no whitish flecks on the forehead, agreeing in this

respect with others from Ciudad Bolivar (Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus.,

vol. 97, 1948, p. 565).

This little finch was recorded in the months of April through

September. It was present in the deciduous seasonal woods both at

Cantaura and Caicara and in the lowland seasonal forest at Caicara,

being much commoner at Caicara. Careful search for this species in

other months failed to record the bird, except for one somewhat

doubtful record at Cantaura in January. In September at Caicara

the bird was abundant, in flocks of 10 to 15 individuals, where before

only singles and pairs had been recorded. This was apparently

premigration flocking, as the bird was absent or very rare in October.
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To judge from gonadal condition of the specimen taken, pair

formation, and song, this finch was apparently breeding in July.

The song was a hard, loud, rising trill.

SPOHOPEOLA MINUTA MINUTA (Linnaeus)

Loxia minuta Linnaeus, Systema naturae, ed, 10, vol. 1, 1758, p. 176 (Surinam).

SPECIMENS COLLECTED

1 d', Caicara, December 18, 1945; gonads very small; iris dull brown; gizzard

contained small seeds.

1 cf, Cantaura, April 17, 1947; gonads slightly enlarged; iris black.

The Caicara bird, although sexed as a male, is in female plumage,

and may therefore be young. Both specimens are in worn plumage.

There is a great deal of unexplained variation in the plumages of this

seedeater.

This species was rather common locally in the deciduous seasonal

woods edge at Cantaura and Caicara, being recorded in small flocks

throughout the year. Bii'ds in the adult male plumage were extremely

rare, and curiously enough, many in female plumage were often

heard m what was apparently full song.

VOLATINIA lACAEINA SPLENDENS (Vieillot)

Fringilla splendens Vieillot, Nouv. Diet. Hist. Nat., nouv. ed., vol. 12, 1817,

p. 173 (based on "Moineau de Cayenne" Daubenton, Planches enlumin^es,

pi, 224, fig. 3: Cayenne).

specimens collected

1 9 , Caicara, December 19, 1945; gonads not enlarged; iris dull brown; gizzard

contained small seeds.

1 d^, Cantaura, February 16, 1946; gonads very small; iris dark.

The male is molting into the blue-black plumage. Both examples

have white axillars.

This species was encountered in twos and threes, invariably in

overgrown weedy (not bushy) fields, especially in stands of 3- to 4-

foot-high sedge (?) locally called "carrizo". It was a common bird.

Local name, "carricero," referring to the species' preference for

"carrizo."
SPINUS PSALTKIA COLOMBIANUS (Lafresnaye)

Carduelis colombianus Lafresnaye, Rev. Zool., vol. 6, 1843, p. 292 (Bogotd,

Colombia).

specimens collected

1 cf , 1 unsexed, Cantaura, December 29, 1947, and January 19, 1948; gonads

of c?" small; iris dark brown; bill blue-gray, feet black.

1 cf, Caicara, November 4, 1947; gonads enlarged; gizzard contained seeds.

The Caicara male is in very worn plumage and lacks the white

longitudinal markings on the inner secondaries; the Cantam-a male is
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molting the remiges and has fresh, new inner secondaries with large

white markings.

This goldfinch was recorded in the deciduous seasonal woods-edge

habitat both at Cantaura and Caicara during the months of November
through March, generally in flocks of about 10 birds. It was never

common.
SICAUS LUTEOLA LUTEOLA (Sparrman)

Emheriza lulcola Sparrman, Museum Carsonianum, fasc. 4, 1789, pi. 93 (habitat

not stated; probably Surinam).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 c?", San Ram6n, July 24, 1944; gonads very much enlarged; iris brown;

plumage somewhat abraded.

This specimen is small, having a wing length of only 62 mm., and

this is just under the minimum (63 mm.) given by Hellmayr (Catalogue

of the birds of the Americas, pt. 11, 1938, p. 328, footnote).

This little finch was abundant locally on the open savanna in the

vicinity of San Ramdn and Caicara. It was unaccountably rare on

similar savannas at Cantaura and El Tigre. It was seen in flocks

of 5 to 10 birds in June; by the end of August flocks of more than

100 individuals were seen around the savanna lagoons. The example

collected was in full song when obtained.

SICALIS FLAVEOLA FLAVEOLA (Linnaeus)

Fringilla flaveola Linnaeus, Systema naturae, ed. 12, vol. 1, 1766, p. 321

(Surinam).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 cf (?), Cantaura, February 20, 1945; gonads decomposed; iris black or very

dark brown, feet dull brown; gizzard contained small seeds; plumage fresh.

The bird is in fine, very bright color, and is therefore probably

correctly sexed in spite of the lack of autopsic evidence.

This beautiful yeUow finch was abundant in bushy fields and at

the woods edge both around Cantaura and Caicara. It was usually

found in flocks of 10 to 30 individuals. The example collected was

taken from a flock of about 40 individuals seen in an open bushy field.

It was recorded dm-ing every month of the year, generally in flocks

of over 10 individuals. From February through April the flocks

increased in size. Often 50 to 100 birds would come in at evening

to roost in favorite trees.

The collector was informed locally that this bird nested in holes

in trees. Though he never found a nest, in October he saw a pan-

placing twigs and grass inside a pipe that served as a crossarm on a

telephone pole. This crossarm was over 20 feet above the ground.

Again, in April, he observed a pair repeatedly inspecting a hoUow
branch.
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The call was a rather loud, rising chee-eep. The birds were in full

song in August, the song being rambling, finchlike, rather melodious,

although not strong.

CORYPHOSPINGUS PILEATUS BKEVICAUDCS Cory

Coryphospingus pileatus brevicaudus Cory, Publ. Field Mus. Nat. Hist., orn. ser.,

vol. 1, 1916, p. 346 (Margarita Island, off Venezuela).

SPECIMENS COLLECTED

1 cf, 1 9 , Cantaura, February 2, 1945, and January 14, 1946; gonads not

enlarged; iris dark brown, feet of cT brownish gray; gizzard contained small

seeds; both specimens in fairly fresh feathering.

This red-crested finch was common in the dry open woods and bushy
fields both around Cantaura and Caicara throughout the year. The
collector failed to record the call note of the species, but he noted

that it was singing a rambling song toward the end of January and
July.

MYIOSPIZA HUMERALIS HUMERAUS (Bosc)

Tanagra humeralis Bosc, Journ. Hist. Nat. (Choix de M6moires), vol. 2, No. 17,

1792, p. 179, pi. 34, fig. 4 (Cayenne).

SPECIMEN COLLECTED

1 9 , Cantaura, January 5, 1945; gonads not enlarged; iris brown, tarsi and toes

light flesh color; plumage fairly fresh.

The single specimen collected agrees with others from other parts

of the range of this race.

This httle sparrow was fairly common on the open savanna and
in open bushy fields both around Cantaura and Caicara. Its song

reminded the collector of that of the North American song sparrow

{Melospiza m. melodia) although appreciably weaker, a weak che chreeee

(trill) repeated at spaced intervals.

U. S. eOVERNHENT PRINTING OFFICE: I9B0


