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TUPPER CENTER SEMINARS 

Tue, Sep 23, noon seminar speaker will be 
Robert Srygley, University of Washington 
Butttrfly Migrations Across tht: Isthmus 

of P/lrItlma: 'Whtrt?, How? and Why? 

AbstrQct 
Southwesterly migrations of approximate­
ly seven spedes .of pierid butte:rlUes (sulp­
hurs and whites) and ' three,·- species of 
nymphaIid butterflies (chocolates and 
daggerwings) peak annually in Mayor 
June on Lake Gatun, Panama We have 
charaderiz.edthe trOnsitroutes (flyways) 
from the Caribbean Sea to the relatively 
dry forests hi the CHiler of the isthmus 
and Ule PadRe roast. Conservation of 
flyways requires U\ilt migrating organisms 
are goal-oriented and capable of adjusting 
for being blown off~urse. Yiith,measures 
·,.1 i ndivid1..W-'flight 'speeds ahd diteCtions 

ambient -wind speeds and directions, 
we found that sulphurs and daggerwings 
were capable of compensating for being 
blown off~rse when over water. By 
changing the butterflies' sense of time, we 
demonstratedthatsulphurs-u5e-a t:ime<'O­
mpensated sun compass to orient. Prelimi­
nary results suggest that the migrations 
may be associated with a decline in larval 
food availability at the onset of wet season 
on the Atlantic coast. 

PEOI'LE 

Arrivals 
• Andrew Snedden, Short-tenn visitor 

from the University of Kansas, Sep 20 
- Oct 7, to study the chorus structure 
in Tiingara frogs, in Gamboa. 

• Ana Isabel Perdices, Museo Nadonal 
de Madrid, Sep 21-30, to work on 
freshwater fishes, at Naos. 

• John Pkkering, University of Georgia, 
Sep 24 - Oct 4, to study the stability of 
=- tropical forest and tropical forest 

una on military installations of the 
Panama Canal Area . 

• John Pearse, Senior scholar, Sep 25 - Oct 
3, to visit SfRI and present a seminar. 
Yktoria Pearse will also visit SfRl. 

Enrique MorQres (second from tile left), president of till! Honduras Corlll Reef 
Fund, was pruettt Ilt tM opening of tile STRI's Coml Rut Exl.ibit Ilt tIu San 
Pedro Sulll Intemationlll Airport, last montlt. Also in tIle pl.oto Ilt'e Marco 
Dfaz. STRI, and local tlUtltoriti{.s ••• Enrique Morales (segundo, de izquierda a 
dcrccha), pr<SUienl, de '" FundDciOn Hondurena para '" 0>_ de ea;c. 
Cochinos, tstuoo JnSenlt in tl acto tit inaugurad6n de Ia txhibicWn de amdfes 
roralinos de STRl, m el Atropumo Internadonal San Pedro Sula, el mes pasado. 
Ap1rectn tommen en /a jato Marco Diaz, STRI, Y Qlltoridades Iocnles. 

(Foro: Corti:SMl de la Ofia'tul de Asuntos Ertenws) 

• Eugene Morton, SI National Zoological Park. Sep 26 - Oct 3, to study 
territoriality in two tropical biIds: Why not cooperate?, in Gamboa. 

Departures 
• Paul Colinvaux, Sep 20-27, to Curitiba, Brazil, to teach an ecology 

course at the Universidad Federal de Parana. 
• John Christy, Sep 21-27, to Baltimore, MO, to attend the ICES 

sympoSium and workshops a t the John Hopkins University. 
• Hector Cuzman, Sep 22-26, to Manila, Philippines, to prutidpatc in the 

workshop ''Reefs at Risk", invited by the World Resources Institute. 
• Jeremy B.C Jackson, Sep 23-26, to Santa Barbara. CA, to attend the mee­

tings of the National Center for Ecological Analysis and Synthesis. 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW 

SI'RI Marine FSP Available in New Webpage 
The STRI Marine Environmental Sciences Program now has its own page 
within STRI's website. The temporary address for that page during 
revision of STru's website by OIT is hup:/ / 160.111 .157.3/mesp.html; 
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eventually it will be http://www.stri.org/mesp/html. That 
MFSP page provides a program desoiption, lists of types of 
data collected and those currently available, and site maps. 
When orr has finished revising STRI's website users world­
wide will be able to immediately download MESP data, 
along with full documentation. Only sea temperature data 
will be accessible at this first stage; other monitoring datasets 
will be added in the near future as their documentation is 
prepared. Data not made available at that page are available 
as usual on diskette. 

The SmiIhsonian Community Committee 
by Constana NtwnUln 8. and T. Dennis O'Connor 

'The spirit created within the Smithsonian community by 
the lSOth anniversary year celebration has berome an 
invaluable part of the Institution. The programs initiated and 
administered by the 1SOth Anniversary Community Com­
mittee. .. brought together and recognized all branches of the 
Smithsonian family. VYe have, therefore, established the 
Smithsonian Community Committee as a permanent part of 
the Institution. with tbe mission to: generate enthusiasm for 
being part of the Smithsonian; recognize the various mem­
bers of the Smithsonian family and acknowledge their varied 
and substantial contributions; increase staff awareness and 
understanding of the Instih.ltion; and encourage staff to 
come together as a family. The Community Committee will 
continue to call up:m directors to support, assist, and 
encourage partidpation in its programs by all the staff of the 
Smithsonian museums, research instih.ltes, and offices ... As 
these members rotate off the Community Committee, we 
will call upon individuals from the broad Smithsonian 
family to join and bring additional ideas, perspectives, and 
initiatives, and to help the Committee continue its positive 
influence and be as effective and successful as it was during 
the anniversary year. Initial thought is to continue the fol­
lowing programs as we review and develop new projects: 
Unsung Hero Awards ... Open House Series ... Photo Contest 
and Exhibition ... Staff Art Show ... The Smithsonian Family 
Program at the FolkJife Festival... At the l50th Anniversary 
Festival, volunteers recorded oral reminiscences and collect­
ed 51-related memorabilia from visitors to the "Family 
Tent" ... We look forward to working with the Smithsonian 
Community Committee, and enjoying the programs and 
projects It presents in the future" ••• "EI tspfritu que se croo 
dentm dt ht comuniditd del Smithsonian con los celebraciones del 
150 aniversario, se hiln amvertido en una IXlrle invaluable de /a 
Institud6n. Los programas que se iniciaron y adminislraron por 
ef Comitl de fa Comuniditd 7XJra ef 150 Aniversario ... unieron y 
reconocieron todas /as ramas de fa famifia Smithsonian. Debido a 
tsto, htmOS tslabJeddo un Comitl de la Comunidad del Smithso­
nian como partt permanente de la lnstituci6n, am la misiOn de: 
generar entusiasmo por sa parte del Smithsonian; reCOIIOCtT los 
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dim'sos miembros de bl familiR Smithsonum y Ilgradecn sus 
substanciales y varUuilJs contrilrncionts; Ilumentar Ll conciLnciIl de 
los empftados y su enlendimienlo de la JnstitudQn; y animar al 
personal a sa UnIl familia. EI Comiti de la Comunidad continuard 
/w11Ulndo a los directores Iklra que apoyen, asisWn y animen en /a 
participaci6n en sus programas poT tados ~ miembros del 
personal de los must:OS, instiluciones de investigaci6n y ofidlUlS del 
Smithsonilln ... En bl medida que los miembros del ComiU de /a 
Comunidad roten, esltlremos llamo.ndo a indroiduos th /a vasta 
fgmifia del Smithsonian para que se unan yaJKlrten idttlS adidonll­
Its, nuems persPectivas I.' inioativas, y que aYllden at Comitl a 
continuar su influencia positiva y ser tan eftctiva y exilcsll cxmJJ) 
durante el ailo del anivrnario. us primtras ideas han sido las de 
amlilluar con los siguientes programas mientras se revison y 
desarrollan otros: los premios a los heroes desconocidos ... Ia serie 
de "Open House" ... el concurso fotogrtifico y III exhibici.On ... la 
exhibici6n de arte del personal... el programa de bl fami/ill 
Smithsonian en 1.'1 festival [0Id6rico ... En tl festival del 150 
aniversario, los volunflzrios graNron rtminiscencias oroles y 
rerogieron recuerdos reblcio1Uldos ron tl Smithsonian entrr los 
t1isitantes de bl -r~nt1Q Familillr ..... Destizmos trabajar con el 
Comitl de 111 ComunidDd del Smithsonian, y disfrutar dl 
prograln1lS y proyectos que prcsente en el futuro." 

AT THE OFFICE OF EDUCATION #330 
You will find information that is too long to publish on: 
• El Museo Y 13 Comunidad Sostenible: Cumbre de los 

Museos de Arn~rica 16-20 Abril, San Jose, Costa Rica. 
• Tropical Birding in Costa Rica .. Tropical Science Center. 
• Dendrologia Tropical en Costa Rica, Matzo 2-14, Centro 

Cientifico Tropical. 
• Superad6n ProfesionaJ Pedag6giG> sob,. EdUGlCi6n Am­

biental: Oferta Y Disei\o de Cur.;a; de Pregrndo y Pootgra­
do. Instituto Central de Oendas Pedag6gicas, Cuba 

MISCELLANEOUS 

From the Major's Office • Invitaci.6n del Mrmicipio 
The Panamanian Municipality invites families of the 
STRI community to host a child from the provinces 
during the days of the celebration of the "World of 
Toys" parade, from December 12-15. Interested please 
call the Office of External Affairs, at TIvoli ••• El 
Municipio de Panama in vita a las {ami/ills de fa comunidad 
de STRI a ser padrjnos de UII lIil10 de los 5,000 que Vin I 

de las provillcias para la celebracioll del desfile HMundo ue 
Jugueles " durall1 e los d{as 12 al1S de diciembre. 1rlleresados 
favor llamar a la Oficitra de Asuntos Extemos de STRl, en 
Tivoli. 


