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Oreodoxa regia. See Roystonea regia.
Oreopanax capitatum. PALO CACHUMBA,

Family Araliaceae: a shrub, 4 meters high, on hills near Coamo. (Stahl.
4: 198, as Aciadoplyglhnon eapitatiom.)

Ormosia dasycarpa. PaLo DE MATOS.

Family Viciaceae: a tree, 10 meters high. in mountains. Wood of good quality.
(Stahl, 3: 99.)

Ormosia krugii. PaLo pe MATOS,

A leguminons tree of 10 to 25 meters, known only from Porto Rico and Domin-
ica. Specimens in the National Herbarium, collected by Sintenis, near Juncos.
show the wood to be light and pithy. The leaves are very large, about 20 inches
(70 centimeters) long, and the pods are brown and leathery, containing from one to
three red and black beans,  Another specimen from Mount Francis, Sierra de las
Piedras, has mnch smaller, closely veined leaves. more densely pubescent on the
under side.

Orosne. See Polygala panicnlata,
Orozuz. Sce Seopurio duleis,
Ortegon. See Coccolobis rugosa.
Orteld. See Marsypianthes hyptoides.

Ortiga.

An ingredient for a refreshing drink, on sale by a herb dealer in the market of
Ponce.  Sald to be derived from a tree; perhaps ortegon,

Oryza sativa. RICE.

Very little rice is now grown in Porto Rico. and this is planted without irriga-
tion in ordinary fields, such as we might use for wheat, A considerable gquantity
is, however, imported from the East Indies, largely by way of Germany and
Spain.  The gquestion has been raised as to whether the low grade and broken rice
produced in onr Southern States might not he advantageonsly utilized in Porto
Rico. and there seems to be every probability that considerable quantities would
find g ready market.  In the United States rice is seldom treated as a staple article
of foul, bnt is looked upon merely as an accessory dish or dessert, for which
fancy prices are readily paid. This. however, excludes from the market all of the
broken kernels and lower grades. The food value of these is. however, quite as
great as that of the higher-priced article, and there is a large ¢lass in Porto Rico
which might be expected to avail itself of a cheap but wholesome article of this
kind. |
Ossesa fascicularis. Sec Heunriettella fuscicularis.

Otaga. See Opuntic decttmbens.
Otaheite apple. Sce Fugewia malaceensis.
Otaheite gooseberry. Sece Cicca disticha.

Ouratea litoralis.

A shrub or small tree 2 to 5 meters high, belonging to the family Ochnaceae,
Reported from thickets and sandy beaches, Cangrejos, Bavamon, Fajardo, Yuba-
coa. and Manati. (Urban. Symb. 1: 363.)

Ouratea nitida. GONFIA LUSTROSA.

A shrub or tree with the same habitat and dimensions as the preceding.
(Stahl, 2: 120, as (Jomplia witida,)
Oxalis corniculata, VINAGRILLO.

Family Oxalidaceae: a herbaceons annual, preferring stony places, rather shaded
and wet. (Stahl, 2: 169.)

Oxalis corymbosa., VINAGRILLO MORADO,
A herbaceous plant, cultivated in gardens., (Stahl, 2: 170, as Oxalis murtiana.)
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Oxalis frutescens. VINAGRILLO.
A low, tortuous shrub. (Stahl, 2: 170.)

Oxalis martiana. See Oralis corymbosa.

Oxandra laurifolia. Hava BLANCA,
An indigenous anonaceous tree. reported by Bello; also called “ yaya.” It
reaches a height of 30 feet (Y meters), and fruits in January. (Stahl, 2: 28,)

Oxandra virgata. Hava PRIETA,
An indigenous trec. originally deseribed from Cuba.

Pacholi.
The strongly aromatic roots of a grass. perhaps Awdropogon nardus, were on
gale in small bundles in the market of Ponce.  They,are put in chests to keep

ﬁ“t]llﬂtllﬁ. d Iﬁ ‘!!-; f ,‘Er.,f-' :'Jir .pt‘i* 1 - - .-'.' f'--
Pachyrrhizus angulatus. YaM BEAN. FRIJOLILLO DE RAME,

A shrubby, legnminous vine. having thickened horizontal roots, several inches
in diamneter, and 6 to 8 feet (2 to 2.5 meters) long. Althongh edible, these roots
are inferior to the true yam * cassava.”” or " taro,”” and when cooked they are
sald to resemble turnips in textnre and taste. In some countries they form a
resource in times of scareity resulting from the failure of the usual crops. In
Porto Rico this species was observed only in the vicinity of Rio Piedras, though
it doubtless exists in other parts of the island. (Stahl, 3: 70.)

Pachyrrhizus tuberosus, YaM BEAN,

A leguminous vine with large edible roots: reported from Rincon
Pacyrrizus angulatus. See Puachyrrhizius angnlatns.

Pajuil. See Auvcvcardimm oceidentule.

A tree from all parts of the island: height, 12 to 15 feet (3.5 to 4 meters); diam-
etar, 9 to 10 inches (22 to 25 millimeters). Wood pinkish, soft: specific gravity.
0.5350; fruit tree.  (EKxp. 1857.)

Palm,

The palms thus fur reported from Porto Rico are as follows:

Phocuiv dactylifera (date palin), Inodes ecausiariom (Porto Rican hat palm).
Thrinay proaceeps, Theinar ponecana, Thrincona alta, Thringis toea, Theinges
latifrons, Acvia oltennata (lame), Areee ealechn (Betel nut palm)y, Roystonea
boringuena (Royal palin), Aerista monticola (Palma de Sierra), Baclris acantho-
phylla, Bacetvis porowiana, Corimo calophylle (coyare), Aderocomia  medio
(corozo), Cocos nneifera, and Cocops rivalis.

A synopsis of the above species appeared in the Bulletin of the Torrey Botanical
CIab for October, 1901,

Palicburea barbinervis.
Family Rubiaceae; reported from Lares and Anones.  Bello gives the common
name ** tafetan.”

Palicourea cocecinea.
Reported from Aibonito.
Palicourea crocea. CACHIMBO,

A Dbiennial shrub, 1 to 2 meters high, found in waste places; known from
Lares. (Stahl, 5: 77.)

Wood light-colored, soft; specific gravity, 0.482; not used. (Exp. 1857.)
Palicourea pavetta.

A shrub G feet (1.8 meters) high; known from Juncos, on Mount Goyo.

Palicourea umbellata. CACHIMBO VERDE.
A biennial shrub, 1 meter high, found at the buse of mountains, (Stahl, 5: 78.)

Palma christi. See Ricinus communis,
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Palma costa. See Roystoner borinquena,
A name applied to the royal palm in the vicinity of Coamo.

Palma de grana. See Roystonea boringuena.
Palma de 1a Sterra. See Aeristae monticola,

Palma de los cerdos. See Roystonea boringuena.
This means ** pig palm,”™ and is one of the names applied to the royal palin on the
south side of the island,

Palma mauricia. See Mawuritia flernosa,
A Cuban name, also said to be applied to Mawuritia setifera (setigera?).
Palma moriche. Sec Muwuritia fleenosa,
Palma real. See Roystonea boringuenc.
Palmetto. See Subal and Thrinr.

Palo blanco. See Drypetes glanea,

A tree from all parts of the island;: height. 30 to 35 feet (9 to 11 meters); diame-
ter, 10 to 12 inches (25 to 30 centimeters). Wood white, soft: specific gravity,
0.866; nsed in building houses.  (Exp. 1857).

Captain Hansard gives the specific gravity as 0.77.  Used in hut building,
Palo bobo. See Coceolobis diversifolic and Pisowia subeordata,

A tree from all parts of the island: height. 30 to 35 feet (9 to |1 weterr); diame-
ter. 1) to 12 inches (25 to 30 centimeters). Wood white, very soft; specific
gravity, 0.531: not nused. (Exp. 1857).

Captain Hansard gives the specific gravity at 0.54.

Palo bronco. See Malpighic wrens.
Palo cachumba. See ilibertia arborea, (1 lanrifolic, and Oveopeinan capsita-
frem,

Palo cano.

A tree from all parts of the island: height, 35 to 40 feet (11 to 12 meters): diame-
ter. 12 to 15 inchex (30 to 37 centimeters). Wood white. hard; specific gravity,
0.990: not used. (Exp. 1857).

Palo colorado. See Myroaylon schwneekeannme and Ternstroemda luguillensis,
Palo de aceite. See Copaifera oflicinalis.

Palo de boyo. Sec Erythrina microptery.e,

Palo de Brasilete. See Dulbergio monetaria,

Palo de burro. Sece Cuapparts cynoplullophora, C, froudosa, € [atifolin, and

U, verrneased,

Palo de cabra. See Symplocos polpyanthe.

Palo de Campeche. Ses Huematoxylon campechicniom.
Palo dercandela. Sec Myrarglon sehwaneekeonim,
Palo de corcho. Bee Pixonia oblusate.

Palo de cucubano. See ({neftarda scabra,

Palo de doncella. See Byrsonima lucida,

Palo de galleria.

A tree from all parts of the island; height. 20 to 30 feet (8 to Y meters): diame-
ter, 10 to 12 inches (25 to 30 centhineters), Wood white. soft: specific gravity,
0.409; used in bnilding houses. (Exp. 18537.)

Palo de gallina. See .Alchorneopsis portoricensis.
Palo de gangulin. See Gilibertia laurifolia.

Palo de garrocha. Sec Quiararibeo turbinata.

Palo de guitarra, Sece Cifharexylim quadrangidare,
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Palo de hierro. See Leora fervea, Sarcomplalus veticulatus, and Sentio ferrea.
Captain Hansard gives the specific gravity of this wood as 1.07.

Palo de hoz. Sec Drepanocarpus Innatus.

Palo de hueso. See [ea nitida, Linociera compacto, and Maygepea domingensis,
Palo de jaqueca. See Thespesia populne,

Palo de Maria. See Calophylliom ealaba,

Palo de matos. See Orinosia daspyearpo and €0 ragii,

Palo de multa. Sece Fugewia ligustrina,

Palo do muifieca. See (‘ordia boringrensis and Rawwolfio witido,
Palo de nispero cimarron. Sece Symplocos el

Palo de oreja. Sec (ussipowrea elliptica.,

Palo do pan ciumarron. See Boceowio fruteseens,

Palo de perico. See Cordia whmifoliv.

Palo de peronias. See Adenanthera paronined,

Palo de pollo. See DPleroctrpus draco,

Palo de ramon. See Bauara portoricensis.

Palo de rayo. See Parkinsoic aenloata,

Palo de toro. See Faramea odoratissint,

Palo de vaca. See (filibertia laurvifolio,

Palo de geringa. See Moringa moriage,

Palo hediondo. See Lonchocarpus latifolins.

Palo hueso.

A tree from the northeastern part of the island: height, 35 to 4o feot (11 to 12
meters); diameter. 20 to 25 inches (H0 to 62 centimeters). Waod olive green,
hard; specific gravity 1.020; nsed in inaking shelves,  (Exp. I837.)

Gronsourdy (2:407) desceribes the wood as dirty white, and sayvs that it is used
for fuel and the framework of rude honses,

Palo llorén. See \nlirrhove Leeida and Medawea macrophylia,

Palo moro. See ’sychaotria.

This name is applied to nmnerons species of this very large gonnms of Rubiaceae.
Palo pollo. See Plerocarpus draco,

A tree from the swampy parts of the island: height, 35 to 10 feet (11 Lo 12
meters): diameter, 20 to 25 inches (50 to 62 centimeters).  Wond white, saoft:
sprcific gravity 4.614; not used.  (Exp. I837,)

Girows to a considerable height and attains great thickness: very wrregnlar at
base: wood used for handles for nchetes and pans for gold miners: texture hard
and solid.

Palo puerco.

Captain Hansard gives o specifie gravity of 4,87 for this wood, but says that he
does not know the troe,
Palo punz.

A tree from all parts of the isLuul: height, 235 to 30 feet (R to % meters) : diameter,
10 to 12 inches (25 to 30 centimeters). Wood ash-colored. soft: specific gravity
0.725; used in building houses.  Also called  palo santo.””  (KExp. 1857.)

Palo rosa.
A tree fromn the island of Vieques: height, 25 to 30 feet (7 to 9 neters) : diamcter,

15 to 20 inches (37 to 50 centimeters). Wood pinkish, hard; specific gravity. 0.994;
used in building houses. (Exp. 1857.) )
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Palo santo. See Palo punz,

A wild free 80 feet (% meters) or morein height. with a trunk 8 to 12 inches (20
to 30 centimeters) in diameter, Furnishes a soft ash-colored wood that breaks
with a vertical fracture. Used in building houses and fences. (Grosourdy,
2: 407.)

Captain Hansard gives 0.70 as the specific gravity of this wood.

Pana. See (Filibertia arboreea,
Pana cimarrona. See Didgmopcner sorotolond.

Panales.
Small froth-like rolls made of sugar and white of egyg.  They are not for eating,
but are dissolved in water to make a sweetish drink.

Panicum maximum. GUINEA GRASS.  YEREA DE GUINEA,

The gminen grass is said to have been nsed as bedding in the slave ships, and to
have become estublished in tropical America accidentally after floating ashore
from the rubbish thrown overboard when the ships were nnlosded. The origin
of this acconnt should be traced as a note on plant insroduction.

Panicum molle. Para drass, MavnoJginno, Prate XLIX.
As a pasture grass this species is second only to the Guinen or ' verba de
Guines.”” It is grown in the swatpy meardows of the north coast and wherever

the gromnd is too neist for the ntter species,

The Malojillo is deep green in color, decuanbent at base, with very hairy joints.
The Hower stalk has fower and shorter branches than the Gninea grass.  Both
species produce laxuriant crops. but both seein too coarse to represent the food
value of the same inount of the tempetrate grasses,

Papa. See Solawum tnberosan,
Papaw. Sce (arice paper,
Papaya. See (urica poapesiy,

This 18 a cultivated froit, not 4 neountain forest tree as stated by Hill.

Papaya lechosa. See (‘arica popuiie,

Para grass., See uuicwm molle.

Paralejo velludo. See Heleroplerisinurifolic.
Parasita. See Dewdropremon Oicodor,
Parathesis crenulata. See Secd-geirigeanta,

Family Myrsinaceae: av erect shrub, | to 2 meters high, on the sides of ravines.
Bello gives the commnon name " rasca garganta.”  (Stahl, 8: 37, as clrdisic
crontfoto)

Parcha. See Passiflora lawrifolia,

Parcha augosta. See Passiflora subeirosi,
Parcha cimarrona. See Puassiflora maliformis,
Parcha colorada. See Pussiflora rubra.
Parcha de garjos. See Passiflora serratu,
Parche multifiora. See Possiflora multiflora.
Parcha ojillosa. See DPussiflora fulae.
Parcha palida. See Passiflora suberase.
Parcha pelitiesa. Soc Passiflora subeirosi,
Parcha yedra, See Passiflora suberosa.
Paritium elatum. HSee [fibisens efains.

23227 —vouL VI, pr 2 U5 1]
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Paritium tiliaceum. EMaJauUA, Prare L.
A large shrub or small tree widely distributed throughout the warm regions of
the Old and New worlds. It was in use thronghout tropical America before the
advent of Europeans, and is still one of the most important fiber plants for local
and domestic nses. 'The bast furnishes a strong and flexible fiber, comparable to
jute, and having the remarkable (uality of becoming stronger by long macera-
tion in water. Althongh this has been known for mmany years, and althongh the
plant would grow readily and withount cultivation in moist waste tracts comnon
along the coasts of many tropical countries, there seems to have been no serious
attempt at introducing the fiber to commerce or adapting it to civilized uses.

The oft-quoted experiment of Roxburgh. as reported by Watt, 13 as follows:

**A line broke when white with a weight of 41 pounds; after being tanned, with

62 pounds, and after having been farred, with 61 pounds, A simmilar line macerated
in water for one hundred and sixteen days broke when white with 40 pounds;
tanned, 53 pounds, and tarred, 70 pounds, These observations are of great iuter-
est, for of the other fibers experimented with by Roxburgh, the majority were
rotten after maceration, and no other fiber showed so marked an 1improvement
for cordage purposes when tarred. English hemp and Indian grown hemp,
treated in the same manner, were found to be rotten, and sunn-hemp broke with
65 pounds and jute with 60 pounds. The power of endurance under water is,
therefore, a point of great importance.

‘“ The fiber is readily separated from the green or unsteeped branches. the work
of preparation being less tedions than applies to the other fiber-yielding plants of
this genus. It appears to be well adapted for making ropes, mats, snd possibly
paper {Cameron). The fiber seems h*_lghl}r sultable for the paper trade, and
1mimense guantities of it might be conveyed in boats to the paper mills of Bengal,™

The last suggestion of paper making would seem to be worthy of investigation
by our manufacturers in view of the increasing scarcity of raw materials for a
product of good quality. Emajagua could be produced with extremme cheapness,
Replanting would not be necessary, as sprouts come up abundantly from the
stumps. Cultivation could be carried on after the manner of the basket osiers.

In Porto Rico nearly all the ropes in use are made from emajagua.

Recommended in Jamaica by Dr. Morris for windbreaks abouf cacao plantations.

Also called ** Majagua.”

Parkinsonis aculeata. JHRUSALEM THORN. PALO DI RAYO.

A leguminous tree related to the Haematoxylon or logwood. It is supposed to
be native in some parts of tho American continent, but is now so generally culti-
vated that the original habitat 1y in doubt. (Stahl, 3: 119.)

Parra cimarrona. See Vitts caribae.

Parthenium hysterophorus. AJENJO CIMARRON.

An herbaceons annnal composite, found in sandy places.  In Jamnaica this plant
is called *“mugwort " and Lunan gives a number of cases in which it was sup-
posed to have curative value in healing different kinds of eruptive diseases.

(Stahl, 5: 157,)

Pascueta, See Erigeron canadensis,

Pascueta amarilla. See Erigeron rivilaris.
Passiflora angustifolia. See Passiflora suberosa.

Passiflora foetida. Tacua-TAGUa,

Family Passifloraceae; a shrubby vine found along roadsides, - It has » disagrec-
able odor, but the flowers are heautiful and the fruit edible: called *"love in a
miet ' in Jamaica. (Stahl, 4: 144.)

Pasgiflora hederaceae. See Pussiflora suberosd,

Passiflora hirsuta. See Dassiflora suberosa,
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Pasgsiflora laurifolia, ParcHA. |

A woody twining climber, cultivated in gardens; frmit tart and agreeable.
(Stahl, 4: 147.)
Pasgsiflora maliformis. PaRCUHA CIMARRONA.

A woody climmber, found in waste places.  Reported from Utunado.  (Stahl, 4:
148,)

Passiflora multiflora. Pakrcna MULTIFLORA.
The velvety-pubescent Jlong-oval leaves seem characteristic among the Porto
" Rican species; collected by Sintenis at Manati.

Pasgsiflora pallida. See Passiflora suberosa,

Pasgsiflora quadrangularig. GRANADILLA.

A twining vine, cultivated in gardens as an ornamental; used for covering
arbors. Fruits agreeable, The pulp mixed with water and sugar makes a
refreshing drink. (Stahl, 4: 145,)

Passiflora rubra. PARCHA COLORADA,
An herbaceeus vine found in waste places,  (Stahl, 43 150.)

Pasgsiflora serrata. PaRCHA DE GARION,
A vine found in waste places and mountains, (Stall, 4: 1:49.)

Passiflora suberosa.

According to the Kew Index, Stahl's species of Passiflora angustiffora - parcha
angosta,” 2. padlida * parcha palida.” . hirsufa ' parcha pelitiosa.” amd 7.
hederaeed * parcha yedra ™ are inclnded in Passiflora suberosa,

Grows to & height of 20 feet (6 meters). Reported fromm Yarbueo and Guanica,

Paggiflora tulae. PARCHA OJILLOSA.

An indigenous species recently described by Urban as new. It s Murnenjo
ocellata of Bello and Pussiflora ninruenje of Stahl, called ** bull heof » in Jamaica.
(Stahl, 4: 151, as Passiflora wnruenja.)

Pata de cabra.

These samples [pata e cabra and algarrobo] are zo similar in detail of struc-
ture as to be from the same or closely related species.  Color, rich blackish brown,
irregularly mottled. and streaked with areas of pale reddish browm; sapwood
{(present in pata de caba), light brown. Ducts conspicnous, ovccurring singly or
two together, between two medullary rays or often interrupting a ray; evenly
diffused. Medullary rays conspicuous, visible to the naked eye, often discon-
nected. Wood fibers strongly interlaced, giving smoothed surface a “ carled ™
appearance. Very attractive cabinet woods,  Resemble forms of mesqguit, espe-
cially Prosopts odorata.  (Hill and Sudworth,)

Pata de gallina. See Phoradendron chrysocarprn.
Patata. See Solanwne tuberosian,
Patilla. See Citrullus vulgaris.

Paullinis pinnata. BEJUCO PRIETO,

Also called bejuco de costilla,  Family Sapindacene; a woody climber with com-
pound leaves and a winged rhachis like that of Tnge vera. 1t climbs by mecans
of tendrils attached to the flower cluster. According to the Index Kewensis thig
name is & synonym of Serjania cnrassarviea.  (Stahl, 2: 1355,)

Pavonia. See Hibiscns roso=-sinensis,

Pavonia coccinea. CADILLO ANARANJADO.
Family Malvaceae: 4 woody herb. 1 meter high, {(Stahl, 2: R835,)

Pavonia encendida. See Ffibisens roiliafns,

Pavonia racemosa, CADILLO DE CIENEGA.
A shrub 2 to 3 meters high, frequenting mangrove swanps.,  (Stahl, 2: 84.)
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Pavonia spinifex. C(CADILLO ESPINOSO,
An annual or biennial shrub, 1 to 2 meters high. found on mountaing and
shaded places. (Stahl, 2: 83.)

Pavonia typhalea. CaADILLO PEQUEQUE.

A shrubby annual, growing in shaded wet places. The sinall white Howers are
collected in u head and give an appearance quite different from related members
of the Malvaceac. Specimens collectad at Tl Rio were called * anamn ™ and
wore reputed a remedy for chigoes,  (Stahl, 2: 81.) :
Paw paw. See Curico popayd,

Peanut. Sec Araclis hypogea.
Poctis humifusa. YERBA DE San Juax.
A woody annnal composite from sandy seashores,  (Stahl, 8@ 145.)

Pectis serpyllifolia. See Peciis himifusa,

Pedilanthus tithymaloides.

A peculiar fleshy Buphorbiaceous plant, with an irregular wing along the nadeib
on the lower side of the leaves.  Freguently planted for hedges,
Pegadora. Sce Menizeliv aspera,

Pega-palma. Sce Maregravic wmbeliata,
Pega-pega.

This name meaning * stick-stick.” like onr " stick-tight.”” s probably applicd
to several seeds adapted for attaching theinselves to one’s clothes, as * plea-plea ™
ix used for many spiny plants.

At Santurce fvivd echiinafa and Aeseligpeonene mericoana woere ecalled " pegan-
pega.’’

Poga-palo. See Bigwaonin tngiis-eali,
Pega pollo. See Boerhiavia seandens,
Pegoge. See Tubernaenonfana eitrifoliea.

Poireskia.

Family Cactaceac; o thick, spiny shiruly or sinall trece, valuable mostly as a stock
on which to graft the various cacti.  Known from speciinens collected by Sintenis
at Penuelas, where it was caltivatod 1in gardoens.

Pcnaejuelo.

A tree from the northeastern part of the island; height, 45 to 50 feet (13 to 15
meters) : diameter, 15 to 20 inches (37 to 50 centimeters). Womd, ash-colored;
rather hard; specitic gravity, 0.810: used for Inmber,  (Fixp. (857.)
Pendejuelo.

Evidently the same as Penaejnelo,

A wild tree, 50 feet (15 meters) high. with o trunk reaching o diameter of 18
inches (45 cventimeters).  Furnishes an ash-colored wood that breaks with an
oblique fracture. Its cominon use is for lamber nsed in building ernde houses.
{Gronsourdy, 2: J08.)

Péndola. BSee (Ythareeglum guadvangidare,
Péndula.

A tree from the eastern part of the isiand; height, 45 to a0 feet (13 to 15 meters) ;
diameter 15 to 20 inches (37 to 30 centimeters).  Wood, vellow, hard; specific
gravity, 0.942: used for Inmber. (Exp. 1857.)

A large tree, trunk rather short: wood very hard, making most excellent
boards and posts. A very valuable wood with a specific gravity of 0.84.  (Captain
Hansard.)

Péndulo blanco. See Videw divaricata,

Pondulo eolorado. Sec Citharcoylum quadrangnlore,
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Pentarhaphia albifiora. PLATE LI

Family Gesneriaceac: this and P. longiflora seem to be very similar species;
rather small shrnbs growing in rocky places, and having the characteristic long-
stalked asymetric flowers, greenish yvellow, mottled with dark reddish stripes and

spots,
Pontarhaphia longiflora. SraNisH Tea. See Penfarhaphia albiflora.

Pentarhaphia reticulata. CoNxrapia,

An herh ¥ to 12 centimeters high: found among rocks and in shady places.
(Stahl, 8: 254.)
Peperomia.

A large penus of Piperaceae represented in Porto Rico hy numerous species,
mostly tather small and delicate herhs. |

Peperomia portoricensis. YERRA DE GUAVA,
An indigenous herb from the mountain forests near Aybonito, Adjuntas, Jtu-
ado, and Maricao. (Urban. Symb. 1: 292.))

Pepinillo. See Melothric fluminensis.
Pepinito. See Cueuwnis angurida,
Pepino. See (‘mnemmis angurica,

Popino angolo. Bee Sicana oldoriferda,
Pepita amarga. See Fevillea cordifolia.

Pepper.

The red, Cayenne, Chile, or garden peppers belong to the genus Capsicum of
the family Solanaceae. while the true hlack or white pepper is derived from
species of Piper.

Peregil cimarron. BSee Scroplidaria micrantha.

Perico cimarron.
Thi.. name was applied at Vega Baja fo a gpecies of Acalypha (No, 1035), still
nnidentified.

Poriwinkle. See 1'fuca rose.
Peronia. See Abrus precatorius.

Peronilas.
Bello gives this nwme for Abrus precatorivs, but probably by error.

Persea carolinensis.
See note nnder * naguacatillo,™

Persea gratissima. AGUACATE.

Variously known as ‘‘alligator-pear,”’ ** butter-pear.” ** avocate.”” ** avocado,”
ete, Family Lauraceae, This well-known fruit of the Tropies has the external
appearance of a large pear, ut on being cut open is fouud to have a lurge central
seed. which separates readily from the rather firm. somewhat huttery outer pulp,
which is the purt eaten. The ** butter-pear.’” as it 1s sometimes called, 13 a salad
fruit—if such a term may he used—bheing eaten with salt, vinegar, pepper. and
other condiments. The pulp is scraped away froth the onter hard skin with a
spoon. Opinions differ greatly as to the value of this frnit: some are extremely
fond of it, while others consider it gnite insipid. Properly seasoned, it blends
finely with dressings. and has recently been used as an ingredient of rich and
elaborate salads. Treated with oil, salt, and tarragon vinegar, it has also heen
recomnmended cut in slices and served as a relish. or the * hutter ' mashed up
with such a dressing may e applied to sandwiches, At present but a small
quantity of this frnit isx marketed in New York. but the demand is inereasing and
the prices are good, 24 cents apiece belng an average fignre, at which the husiness
wonlid certainly he very profitable.  According to Semler, an oil extracted from



216 CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE NATIONAL HERBARIUM.

the alligator pear is used in large quantities in America in soap manufacture,
but the seat of the oil industry is not stated.

There are a great many varieties of the alligator pear, but the forms already in
Porto Rico comnpare well with those of other countries. In view of the difficulties
experienced in shipping thi« fruit, an effort shonld e made to secnre some of the
thick-skinned varieties of Central America. Selection, or the introduction of new
varieties that will extend the season, will also greatly improve the chances of
making their culture profitable.

One danger in relying on alligator pears as a sonrce of income arises from the
brittle nature of the wood, the branches being casily broken by strong winds,
only occasional trees having been left nninjured by the storm of August, 1901.
The tree is rather handsome, but never reaches very large size. old specimens
being 35 to 40 feet (10 to 12 meters) high and a foot or 1R inches (30 to 43 centi-
meters) in diameter. There is a4 wild species in Cuba, P sylvestris, there called
“aguacate silvestre,”

It furnishes a rather soft wood, with a specific gravity of 0.643. The grain is
very fine. The texture is fibrous and rather brittle. The color is reddish brown,
or sometimes light brown, with poorly-marked lines or wndulations, more visible
in the white parts, while the heart is mottled with light, irregular, cuarved spots
of different colors, disposed almost symmetrically. and giving to the whole a most
beautitul aspect. This wood, which is not used at all, is very brittle, but might,
in our opinion, be employed in cabinet work., The bark is rather thick, very
rough, irregular, ash-colored. (Grosourdy, 2; 358.)

Petangueira. See Fugenia portoricensis.
Petitia domingensis. CAPA BLANCA,

Family Verbenaceae; a trec 10 meters high. The hard wood is good for fine
work. Reported from Rancon and Utunado, (Stahl, 8: 223.)

Petiveria alliacea.

Family Phytolaccaceae; a slender weed very common in waste places but pre-
fering partial shade. It has a very disagreeable odor. strongly suggesting onions
or garlic, and is said to injure the milk of cows, which seemns entirely probable,

Phasemy. See Phaseolus semieroctus.

Phaseolus adenanthus. HARICHUELA CIMARRONA,

Family Viciaceae; a woody, climbing annnal in hedges and at the base of monn-
tains, (Stahl, 3: 76.)

Phaseolus lanceolatus. HABICHUELA CIMARRONA.
(Stahl, 3: 78.)

Phaseclus lunatus. Hapas, LIMA BEAN,
A twining climber, both cultivated and escaped. (Stahl, 3: R1.)

Phageooius semierectus. PHASEMY. HABICHUELA PARADA.

An herbaceons, erect, branching annnal 50 centimeters high, found in pastures.
(Stahl, 3: 77.

In British Guiana experiments with this plant have seemed to warrant the
belief that it will prove to be a tropiecal substitute for alfalfa.

Phaseolus vulgaris. Buray. HapliCHURLA,

beveral varieties of the common hean are imported into Porto Rico, hut the one
‘most favored for local eultivation is a rathier larue, reil variety, A bean collected
near Ponce (No, T96) hasg the pods warted along both edges. It wus called
‘““haba,” but is not the Lima hean to which that name is nore often applied.

Phoebe cubensis.
Family Laaraceae; the form antillanea is veported from Bayamon,
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Phoenix dactylifera. DATE. DaTil.

The date palin has been insroduced into Porto Rico, and while the trees reach
a considerable size, particularly on the drier southern side of the island, it is not
known that any fruit of good qguality has been produced. Specimens of a date
palm were obtained by Sintenis at Puerto Real near Cabo Rojo. and it is in that
region that the tree might be expected to thrive best in Porto Rico, and the
results of experiments which have been made would be of interest.

Although the date palin grows with apparent vigor in Porto Rico it is not
likely that 1t will ripen fruit of marketable gquality, as the climate is too cool and
too moist, The date reaches perfectfion only in desert regions, and while it can
stand slight frosts it mnust have exceedingly hot weather during the ripening
season. That the tree will flourish is no indication that it will produce good
frait. In the Canary Islands an indigenous species of date palm is extensively
grown for the sake of the leaves, which are made into baskets and serve other
domestic purposes, but the fruit is nearly worthless, and genuine date palms
which have been introduced do not succeed.

As yet dates are not known to have been successfully raised in America except
in the desert regions of Arizona, California, and Mexico. In the latter country
the date was introduced very early and was spread to Lower and Upper California
by the Spanish missionaries, Althongh, according to Forbes’s ‘ Califormia,”
dates and figs were exported from Lower California as early as 1837, the mmdustry
has not been greatly developed, owing. perhaps, to the fact that only seedlings
were planted. Of late it has been found that the date succeeds well 1n the
extremely dry and hot regions of Arizona, and cuttings of superior varietics have
been imported in order that fruit of uniform, marketable quality may be secured.

Pholacilia diversifolia. See Trichilia simplicifolia.
Phoradendron chrysocarpum. PATA DE GALLINA.

A parasitic shrub of the family Loranthacecae. Bello gives the name ** yerba
capitana * for Phoradendron bertertanmm, which Urban refers to the present
species. (Urban. Add. 4: 357.)

Phoradendron dichotomum. YERBA CAPITANA.

A parasitic shrub suid to have been fouml on Mangifera indice in Haiti, but
known elsewhere only from native trees.
Phoradendron quadrangulare. YERBA CAPITANA.

Also called ** ¢uasimilla de Canario.” A parasitic shrub related to the mistle-
toe. It attacks numerons species of native trees.

Phthirusa emarginata.

Family Lauraceae: reported froin Aybonito.
Phthirusa parvifolia.

From Guanica.
Phthirusa portoricensis. See Isychotria pendula.
Phyllanthus grandifolius.

Family Enphorbiaceae; reported from Manati.
Phyllanthus nobilis antillanus.

From Fajardo and Ayhonito,
Phyllocactus stenopetalus.

Family Cactaccae; cultivated in gardens at Pennelas.  (Sintenis.)

Physalis angulata. SaCcaBUCHE ANGULOSO,

Family Solanaceae: an herbaceons annnal, 50 centimeters high, found in various
parts of the island.  The fraits are edible and in Jamaica are called winter cher-
ries.  The plant i one of the gronnd-cherry group.  (Stahl. 6: 122,

Physalis linkiana,.
An herbaceons anmmal o wesdd s fromn near (ananica.,
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Physalis pubescens. SACARUCHE PELUDO.

An herbaceous annunal, 60 centimeters high, comanon. This is the common eal-
tivated ground cherry or strawberry tomato. (Stahl, 6: 121.)

At Arecibo the fruit of a species of Physalis was said to be nsed for stomach
tronbles, and the roots for toothache,

Physic nut. See Jutropha cureas.

Pica-pica. See Mucuna prm*frmslmul Flewrya aestians,
Picha de gato. See Seolosanthus grandifoliuns.
Pichana. Sce Wissadula rostrata,

Pichana mocha. See Abutilon leioxpermitin,
Pichana peduncular. See .lbutilon peduneulare.

Picramnia pentandra. ((UAREMA.
Family Simarubaceae; a shrub 10 to 15 feet (3 to 5 meters) high. from the
vicinity of Cayey and Lares. The common name was recorded hy Bello.

Picrasma excelsa. BITTERWOOD,

A small tree of the family Simarabaceac: found in Jamaica, Antigna, and sev-
eral of the sinaller islands. The bark and wood are extremely bhitter and are now
preferred to the genuine guassia from Gunayana and Brazil. Picrasma is found
in forests of low elevation near the sea.

Pictetia aristata. TacHUELO. Pr.ares LII LILL

Family Viciaceae; a tree 6 to 8 meters high. The wood is extremely hard and
heavy. Found in the southeastern coastal regions.  (Stahl, 3: 50.)

Hill identifies ** tachuelo ™ with * hachuelo,”” and with the calabash tree, Cre-
scentia. Our informants, including Captain Logovine and Senor Besosa, agree
in giving the name to an extremely hard and heavy wood, which endures indefi-
nitely in the gronnd and is used in snpporting houses.  The leaves have a spine
from the midrih. A photograph of & hraneh was taken at Penon and a “ habitus-
hild *’ of a clump of shrubl - growth about 20 feet (6 incters) high in an open
pasture at Coamo Springs.

Pictetia squamata.
A specimen from Coamno is in the National Herbarinm,

Pigeon pea. See (‘ujanus cujan.

Pigeon wood.
A nams applied in the British West Indies to several frees helonging to the
genera Dipholis, Diospyros, and Cocecolobis,

Pigweed. See lLmvranthus pawicalatus and A, fristis,
Pilea ciliaris.~
Family Urticaceae, This and P2, elegans, broad-leaved species, are gqnite unlike
P. trianthemoidea.  Known from Adjinntas and Sabana Grande.
Pilea trianthemoides. ARTILLERY PLANT. VERDOLAGUILLO.
A very fine-leaved, fern-like plant, common in most vocky sitnations where the

grommd 1s moist: also on roofs of houses in mountain districts.  The stone water
filters and storage jars for water are often overgrown with this species.

Pilocarpus racemosus.
An indigenons shrub or small tree, 2 to S meters high, belonging to the Rutuceae.
Reported from Agnado. Agnadilla. andd near Rio Grande,

Pimenta acris. Nee .lwowiis earyophgllata.
Pimenta officinalis. See IPiuienta piatcnte,

“The name Adicen Raf. antedatos Pilea Lindl,, Tt the species here referred to
have not heen transferred to thuat genns,
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TACHUELO 'PICTETIA ARISTATA ', SHOWING ARISTATE LEAVES.
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Pimenta pimenta. ALLSPICE,

In Urban’s revision of the Myrtaceae (Add. 3: 89) this species is not reported
from Porto Rico, but the Porto Rican references of Stahl and other writers are
applied to Amomis caryophyllata.

A tree belonging to the Myrtaceae and formerly placed in the genus Eugenia.
Mr. Hill reporty it as abundant on the south side of Porto Rico, in the region
between (Guayama, Coamo, and Ponce; but the species is not, in fact, known to
occur in Porto Rico where the names * pimienta '’ and ‘* pimienta malagueta '’ are
applied to the bay-rum tree, Amomis caryophyllata. The allspice tree has been
found in Cuba and Jamaica, also in Mexico and Central America, but not, as far
a8 known, anywhere else in the West Indies. The allspice of commerce consists
of the unripe frnits, which must be dried (uickly before the flavor has time to
deteriorate. Large quantities are shipped to Europe and the United States from
Jamaica, where the tree is cultivated, or allowed to spread itself over waste lands
or pastures. Hill explains the fact that noe allspice has been exported from Porto
Rico by saying that the fruits are allowed to drop from the trees and are not
properly cured.

Pimenta vulgaris. See Amomis earyophyllata.
Pimento. See PPimenta pimenta.
Pimienjo.
Captain Hansard gives the specific gravity of this wood as 1.31.
Pimienta.
This name. which properly means ** pepper.”” has been applied to Amomis cary-
ophyllata, also in the combination ‘" pimienta malaguneta.”” In Cuba and Jamaica,

where the true allspice tree ([Pimente pinmenta) grows, the same names are used
for it.

Pimienta malagueta. See Amomis caryophyllata.

Pimiento. See (‘apsicum anmunm and Amomis caryophyllata,
Pina.

Enunmerated by Hill among ** forest trees yielding frnits.”” There is nothing to
indicate the identity of the plant alluded to.

Pindar. See Arachis kypogeu.
Pineapple. See lnunasse ananas.
Pino.

A tree from the interior of the island; height, 45 to 50 feet (13 to 15 meters);
diameter, 12 to 15 inches (30 to 87 centimeters). Wood white, very hard; specific
gravity, 0.960; nsed in boat building. Also called " eipil.”  (Exp. 1857.)

Pinon espinoso. See Erythrina corallodendron.

Pifiuela.

A name applied to numerous wild plants having a real or fancied resemblance
to the pineapple. The numerous wild species of Tillandsia and other bromeli-
aceous plants are called " pifluelas,”” as are also orchids, hoth terrestrial and
epiphytic. One of the latter, with large fleshy bualbs, furnishes a strong glue or
varnish-like cement, used particularly for joining the rudely manufactured
domestic guitars. It is guite rare, and each bulb is =uid fo he valuned at 25
centavos,

Pinzona calineoides.
Family Dillemiaceae. A climbing vine from [Utnado,
Piper aduncum.
A species agreeing with other West-Indian material in the National Herbarium

which was collected near Toa Baja (No. 259). The leaves are minutely but dis-
tinctly scabrous on both gides. A shrub 8 feet (2.5 meters) high.
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Piper citrifolium. HIGUILLO AMARUO.

Collected at Atola Teja, between Bayamon and Toa Baja (No. 240). Very
similar in general appearance to the form identified as I*, adunenm, but agreeing
with the present species in having the leaves smooth on both sides.

Piper macrophylium.
Family Piperaceae; a shrub 12 to 20 feet (4 to G meters) high on rocky hills;
known from Adjuntas. ((irisebach,)

Piper marginatum.
Known from Aguadilla.

Piper peltatum. See Heckeria pelfata.
Piper umbellatum. See Heekeria umbellata,

Piptadenia peregrina. CoOJOBANA.

Also known as Cojobilla, Family Mimosaceae; a tree 5 meters high; older
growth covered with spines; found at Bayamon, (Stahl, 3: 144-152.}) See note
under Aeacia angustiloba,

Piptocarpha triflora.
A composite shrub, known from Sierra de las Piedras.

Piquete. Sce Bidens lencantha and Cosmos eandatas,
Pirigueta cistoides. See Piriqueta villosa.
Piriqueta ovala. BSee Piriqueta ovata,

Piriqueta ovata. PIRIQUETY OVALA,
Family Tarneraceae. (Stahl, 4: 159.)

Pirigueta villosa. PIRIQUETA,

An herbaceons erect annunal, 40 to 50 centimeters high. in dry sandy soil,
(Stahl, 4: 157.)
Pisonia aculeata. ESCAMBROX.

Also called *f uiia de gato,” or **cat’s claw.” A spiny shrub helonging to the
family Nyctaginaceae; reported from near Manati,

Pisonia obtusata. MaJAaGUA QUEMONA,
Also called "' palo de corcho.” An indigenous shrub,

Pisonia subcordata. PaiLo kono.

An indigenous tree reaching a beight of 20 meters. According to Urban two
forms, lbide and gigantophylla, have heen found in Porto Rico; reported from
Barranguitas, (Urban, Add. 3: 318.)

Pistia stratiotes. WATER-LETTUCE.
Family Araceae; a floating, stemless, stoloniferons herb, known from near
Manati.

Pitajaya. See Cereus trianguloris,
Pitangueira. See Fugeniu Uiflora.

Pithecolobium filicifolium. CoJoBana.
Family Mimosaceae: a forest tree 10 meters high: leaves finely divided; spine-

less. (Stahl, 3: 137.)

Pithecolobium saman. SaMaN.

Some writers state that the name - algarrobo ™ is applied to this species., A
largo, spreading tree, 15 to 20 meters high, planted for shade 1in yards and public
grounds. The trunk 19 imclined to be short and thick, while the branches are
horizontal and extremmely long. According to Stahl the wood 1s not very hard,
with the heart of a handsome red color.  On account of its lack of durability it is
very little nsed. The flowers appear in gpring and snmmer, and all the growing
parts are slightly hairy, (Stahl, 3: 151))




