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SEMINAR NEWS 

On Tuesday, November 6 our speaker will 
be RAMIRO BARRANTES, University of 
Costa Rica. His subject will be: 

The Genetic Structure 
Tribal Groups: A Case 
Costa Rica and Panama 

ARRIVALS & DEPARTURES 

of Human 
Study from 

November 5 - Arriving, PHIL RUNDEL, 
University of California at Irvine, to 
continue studies on "Limiting resources for 
growth and photosynthetic capacity in 
tropical forest seedlings." He will be at 
BCI until November 16. 

November 7 - Arriving, BETSY MACLEISH, 
from the Smithsonian Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Science, for a visit 
of STRI facilities. She will be in Panama 
until November 10. 

November 8 - Leaving, SYLVIA CHURGIN, 
to attend the Smithsonian Institution 
Libraries semi-annual meeting in 
Washington, D.C., November 13 - IS. She 
will return to Panama November 18. 

November 8 Arriving, MATTHEW 
GROBER, University of California at Los 
Angeles, on a STRI Short-term Fellowship, 
to study the . anti-predator functions of 
bioluminescence in tropical ophiuroids. He 
will be in the San Bias field station until 
March 1985. 

LIBRARY NEWS 

The Library will close on Friday, 
November 2nd and Saturday, November 3rd 

During her visit to Washington, D. C. 
Sylvia Churgin will receive advanced 
training on DIALOG databases, and 
meet with officials at the Library of 
Congress and the National Agriculture 
Library to initiate direct interlibrary loans 
and rapid delivery of information. 

NEW BOOKS: 
-African Ornithological Bibliography (Elliot 
Coues, 1879). 
-Biology and Evolution of Crustacea 
(Australian Museum Memoir No. 18, 1983). 
-The Birds of tropical West Africa (David 
Armitage Bannerman, 1930-1951). 
-Body Weights of 686 species of North 
American birds (John B. Dunning, 1984). 
-Checklist of the Beetles of North and 
Central America and the West Indies (Flora 
and Fauna, 1983). 
-Environmental Physiology of Fishes (M.A. 
Ali ed, 1980). 
-A Story of Life on the Isthmus (Joseph 
Warren Fabens, 1853). 
-Manual of Medical Entomology (Deane 
Phili p Furman, 1982). 
-Trade and Exchange in early Mesoamerica 
(University of New Mexico, 1984). 

NEW S LET T E R 
NOVEMBER 1ST, 1984 

MARINE MAMMALS OF THE WORLD 

The exhibition, "Marine Mammals of the 
World," will be inaugurated on Tuesday, 
November 6, at 7pm at the Casa Museo of 
the BANCO NACIONAL, 34th Street, 
between Ave. Cuba and Ave. Justo 
Arosemena. ALL at STRI are invited to 
attend (SEE BACK of NEWSLETTER). 
Organized by the Smithsonian Institution 

Traveling Exhibition Service, the 
exhibition is co-sponsored by the 
DIRECCION GENERAL DE RECURSOS 
MARINOS and ST RI, and will run through 
December 4, Tuesdays - Saturdays, 8: 30 
am - 4: 30 pm. Consisting of 106 paintings 
in acrylic and illustration board, it is also 
the first collecfion of paintings to 
represent every species of marine mammal, 
from the sightless Ganges River Dolphin, 
and the tusked Narwhal to an Indo-Pacific 
Beaked Whale, which has never been seen 
and is known only from two skull 
specimens. The accompanying text in 
Spanish and English describes the habits, 
geographical range , and physical 
characteristics of these mammals. A 
habitual diver, Ellis shared close quarters 
with some of these animals in his search to 
gain firsthand information about their 
actual shape, size, markings and habits. 
Photographs of the artist diving and 
recordings of some marine mammal 
vocalizations complete the exhibition. 

CHANGES AT SI 

Effective Oct. I, the Smithsonian 
established a new Directorate of 
Inte rnational Activities, and JOHN E. 
REINHARDT, formerly assistant secretary 
for history and art, was designated 
director of this new office. Secretary 
Robert McC. Adams announced that this 
office was being established "because of 
the great comple xity and importance of 
international activities at the Smithsonian, 
which will increase further with the 
impending completion of the Quadrangle 
Project. " 

GRETCHEN GAYLE ELLSWORTH, director 
of the Office of Fellowships and Grants, 
was recently designated to serve as deputy 
director under Dr. Reinhardt. When 
Ellsworth assumes her new responsibilities 
later this month, ROBERTA RUBINOFF will 
be acting director of the Office of 
Fellowships and Grants. 

NOTES OF INTEREST 

-A dead shark, measuring 2.24 meters was 
found last Saturday near Barbour Point off 
Barro Colorado Island. The shark had no 
injuries and its mandible will be sent to 
shark specialists for identification. 

-STRI offices will be closed on Nov. 2nd 
since Nov. 3rd ( Panamanian Independence 
Day), an official ST RI holiday, falls on a 
Saturday. Local business establishments 
will open Nov. 2nd, but will be closed On 
Nov. 3rd. 



 

UNA INVITACION 
PARA TODOS LOS EMPLEADOS, ESTUDIANTES Y VISITANTES DE STRI 
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