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Week's Seminars 
No noon seminar scheduled for 
Tuesday, December 15.lf you wish to 
gi ve a seminar please contact Neal 
Smith at the Tupper Center, ext. 2300. 

Bambi Seminar 
Thursday, December Bambi speakers 
fo r Thursday, December 17, Bambi 
seminar speakers will be Allen Herre, 
STRI, Blayne Beal, University of 
Pittsburg h, and Rachel Gallery, STR1. 

Ecological Consequences of 
Host-funga l Interactions i" 
Panama? A Progress R~,ort 
from the TrenclJes 

' a nsportati o n a nd dinner 
· ~...ervations are essentia l. Please call 
the BCI a t 272-2124 or E-mail: Bambi 

Arrivals 
• Stuart West, short-term visitor 

from the University of Edinburgh, 
U.K., Dec 15 - Feb 5, to s tud y the 
e volution of reproduc tive 
strategies, the ecology of non­
pollinating fig wasps, a nd the 
stability of the fig-pollinator 
mutualism, at BCl and Gamboa. 

• Ashleigh Griffin, Uni versity of 
Edinburgh, u.K., Dec 15 - Feb 5, to 
work with Stuart West, at BCI and 
Gamboa. 

• Valery Terwilliger, University of 
Kansas, Dec 16 - Jan 7, to study the 
resource use variations of fast 
growing trees in Panama, in 
Gamboa. 
,4ichael Greenfield, University of 
~nsas, Dec 16 - Jan 7, to work 
with Va lery Terwilli ger, in 
Gamboa. 

Margarita Cornejo, Biology DqJarttnent Director at tile University of Panama, and 
Mircya Corr('a, Elena Lomuardo atld Omar L6,JC%, STRI, givc ccrlifica.tc to one 0/ tile 
uiology studcn ts tl,ul pa.rticipatcd in tI,C course " Introduction to Field Biology" at 
Gigallte, coordinated uy STRI and tile University of Pallama. TI,e ceremo"y took 
plllCC at ti,e Tupper Center £Xlliuit Half, on Thursday, Dec 10 ••• Margarita Cornejo, 
directora de /a Escue/a de Bi%gia eJl la U"iversidad de Parumul, y Mireya. Correa, Elel/Q 
Lombardo y Qmar wpez., STRl, mtrega" certlficado a una de las estlJdiantes de bialagia que 
participaron m (I Cursu de Investigaci6" de Bi%gia de Ca.mpo en Gigante, qlltarga.niultl 
STRl y Ia Universidad de Parnll1ui. LA ceremollia se IfroO Q CQro m el Sa./6n de Erhibiciones 
del Cmtro Tu pper. el iI/eves 10 de diciclt/hre. (Folo: M.A. Guwa) 

• John Nason, University of Iowa, 
Dec 17 - Jan 10, to study fine-scale 
population genetiC structure in 
tropical trees. 

People 
Our get well wishes to Roberto 
Borrell, from the Procurement Office, 
who had a car acciden t last Saturday, 
Dec 5. He had successful su rgery on 
Thursday, December 10, and will be 
at the Clinica Paitilla during his 
recovery • • • Nuestros mejo res 
deseos de una pronta recuperacion a 

Roberto Borrell, de 
la Ofiei na de 
Compras, que tuvo 
un accidente de 
carro el sabado 
5 de diciembre. 
Bobby fue inter­
ve n ido ex ilo ­
samenle el jueves, 
10 de diciembre 
y estara en la 
Clinica Pai tiUa 
du rant e su 
recuperac i6n 
micia!. 
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On Leave 
Alejandro Arze will be on annual 
leave from Dec 9 through Jan 4. 
Fernando CabaUero will be in charge 
of the Security IProtection operations 
•• • Alejandro Arze estA de 
vacaciones del 9 de diciembre at 4 de 
enero. Durante este periodo Fernando 
CabaUero estarc1. a cargo de la Oficina 
de Seguridad y Protecci6n. 

Thank You N ole 
Since Chrisbnas season is approaching 
I would like to thank all of you who 
have made possible the suocess of ow 
community outreach program called 
the "Charla Smithsonian del Mes" 
during 1m. These talks, held on the 
last Weds of every month, at the 
Metropolitan Natura] Park, are co 
sponsored by the ''Patronato'' or board. 
of directors of the Park and by STRI. 
These talks by members of STRI began 
in 1996 to commemorate the 150 
anniversary of the SI and the 50th of 
STRI. Originally they were meant to 
last six months but the enthusiasm of 
the local audience and our researchers 
has kept it going. This year over one 
thousand people attended. People from 
all walks of life and social levels, 
interested in knowing more about the 
incredible biological diversity of the 
tropiCS. My wannest thanks to the 
following naturalist who gave so much 
of their time, knowledge and 
motivation to make the presentations 
for 1998 such a success: 
• Biff Bermingham: Los Peces de 

Agua Dulce de Panamo. January. 
• Joe Wright: La Commte del Nirio Y 

los Bosques de Panant4. February 
• Mireya Correa: La Flora de PaMma. 

March. 
• Jim Dalling and Julia Velazquez 

Runk: La Artesania y el Futuro de 
los Basques de Panant4 April. 

• Gabriel Jacome: Los Arredfes de 
Coral y Ja Pe.sc;a ell Panama . May 

, Roberto Ibanez: Los Allfibias del 
Aren Central de Panama. June. 

• Salomon Aguilar: "Los Bosqu~ dela 
Cue1lca del CaMl de PalUlnt4. July. 

• Martin Mitre: Cantidad yCalidad del 
Agua en la Cuenoz del Canal. 
August. 

• Todd Capson: Ln Busqueda de 
Medicamentas en eJ Bosque TropiCilI 
Pilnamdio. September. 

• Frank Solis and Cesar Jaramillo: 
Las Serpientes de Panama. October. 

• TomKursar:ElManejoSosteniblede 
los Cativales de Darien. November. 

Elena Lombardo and Monica 
Alvarado provided constant support. 
This has included funds to produce a 
small colorful phamplet with the 
summaries of all the talks and the 
opportune chilean "vinito" to 
celebrate the completion of the XXX 
Charla on November 25, given by 
Tom Kursar. The staff at the 
Metropolitan Natural Park have been 
just so wonderfully supportive, 
specially Rita Spadafora, the director 
of the park and Jenny Echevarria, the 
educational officer and deputy 
director. Our thanks also go to the 
journalist at La Pre1lso and El Panama 
America, who have given us constant 
free pUblicity during the year. Also to 
the newsdesks at T.V. channels 2, 4, 
11 and 13. I am particulary in debt to 
RPC Radio whose early news 
program, has g iven us access to their 
audience to explain the nature of the 
talks and invite the public. On behalf 
of our very grateful audience, who 
have expressed to me ' their 
appreciation for having learned so 
much from your presentations about 
the wonders of the tropiCS: 
muchisimas gracias. 

Stanley Heckadon MorellO 
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Beca para Panamefio 
STRI y la Universidad de Princeton 
anuncian una beca para unestudiante 
panameno que desee participar en 
tres cursos de biologia que forman 
parte de un semestre de Princeton en 
Panarrui, del 30 de enero al29 de abril 
de 1999. Los requisitos son: ser 
estud iante de biologia (al menos de 
3er ano); hablar ingles fluidamente; 
excelencia academica; disponibilidad 
de dedicarse al programa tiempo 
completo ( inclu ye permanecer con el 
grupo en las diferentes localidades). 
Las solicitudes deben incluir, hoja de 
vida, crMitos universitarios oficiaIes, 
y una carta de presentaci6n indicando 
la raz6n que desea participar en e-ct,. 

programa. Fecha limite: 6deener 
1999. Entregue 0 envie su solicitua a 
la Ofiana de Educaci6n de STRl 0 

mandela al fellows@tivoli.si.edu 


