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Martin H. Moynihan (1928-1996) 
Martin H. Moynihan, STRI's founding director, who was born in Chi­

cago, Illinois,S February 1928, died in Albi, France, the morning of 3 
December 1996, after a struggle with lung cancer. 

After taking his A.B. in biology at Princeton, he re<:eived a D. Phil. 
at Oxford in 1953. In 1957, when he was a postdoctoral fellow at 
Harvard University, he accepted a post as a resident naturalist at a 
field station on Barro Colorado. This tropical post "made" Martin 
Moynihan, calling forth his exceptional abilities to the full. He 
transfonned a struggling field station into the Smithsonian Tropical 
Research Institute, one of the principal organizations for basic research 
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in tropical biology, both terrestrial and 
marine. 

He had a distinctive style which those 
who worked for him will never forget In 
becomming director, he never ceased to 
be a practicing scientist, just as, in becom­
ing a scientist, he never ceased to be an 
artist of real distinction. His scientific 
experience and judgement gave him an 
uncanny ability to "smell out" real talent 
in people others were unable to readily 
perceive. Those of us whom he called to 
his scientific staff may wonder how much 
we would have accomplished without his 
inspiration and example. StiU, we marvel 
at one who could choose us colleagues of 
such varied interests and approaches, 
whose research ranged from orchid clas­
sification 10 anthropology, from trees to 
coral reefs, from how soil forms to how 
spiders snare and eat their prey and how 
spotted cats learn to hunl, from the evo­
lution of cooperation to the origin of 
species. In building his institute, he in­
variably bet on individual human minds, 
ralher than on technology for its own 
sake, or on hierarchicaUy organized team 
research. Moreover, he saw to it that his 
institute concerned itself with the human 
dimension of tropical biology, that it 
recognize the human influence, past and 
present, on tropical nature. 

Moynihan resigned from the direc­
torship in 1973, but stayed on as a senior 
staff scientist beyond 1993, when he 
retired from STRI, but continued writing 
and research in Panama and in his coun­
try house near Albi, in the south of 
France. To his wife, Olga F. Linares, the 
STRI community extends its deepest 
sympathy ••• Mnrlin H. Moynihan, direc­
tor fUlidador de STRL quien nacid el 5 de 
[cOrero de 1928 en ChiCllgo, Illinois, murio en 
Albi, Francia, en fa mar1mUl del 3 de diciem­
bre de 1996, fuego de Will larga ludta co"lra 
aiflrer pulmollar. 

Luego de recibir su lirellciatura en 
biolog(n e'l Princeton, oblllvo su doctorado 
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en Oxford en 1953. En 1957, siendo un becario postdoctoral 
en fa Universidad de Harvard, acept6 una posici6n como 
"aluralista residente en 10 estaci6n de Cllmpo de Barro 
Colorado. Esta posid6n en el trOpiro "hUo" a Marlin Muy­
niJum, desarrollando pienamente sus habilidades excepcionales 
Trans[orm6 una estaci6n de campo que luchnba poT establecer­
st., en ellnstituto Smithsonian de Investigaciones Tropicales, 
una de las principales organizaciones para estudios btisicos en 
biologfa tropical, tanto te"estre como marinn. 

Ten{n un estilo muy especial que nutlca olvidaremos los que 
tmbajamos paTa il. A l convertirse en director, nunca dej6 de 
seT un cientffico en la prticticn, de fa misma mantra que 
mienlTas crecfa como cienti{ico, nunca dej6 de ser un gran 
artisto. Su e:rperiencia y criteria denJ{ficos Ie diero" una 
lIabilidad muy poco cornun para "olfatetl'" al vcrdadero 
talenlD de la gef/te, 10 que para alros hubiera side dif£cil. 
Aquellos de nosotTos que {uirrws llamados a perlenecer a su 
perso1Wl cientifico, pudiimmos pregunlarnos qui tanto 
hubihamos logrado sin su inspiraciOn y su ejemplo. Y 
tambiin nos maravillamos ante alguien que pudo elegirnos, 
leniendo lanlos i,llereses y formas tan diversas de enfocar los 
problemas, estudiJmdo desde fa clasificaci6n de las orqu{deas 
a fa antropolog(a, de los arboles a los arrecifes cora/inos, de 
cOmo Sf! forman los suelos a c6mo las aralias alrapan y comen 
a sus presas y como los felinos numchados apremien a CQZJlr, 
y desde Ia ~lucwn de Ia cooperacion al origen de las 
especies. Al constTilir su instituto, siempre aey6 en fa mente 
de aula ser humano mas que en fa tecnologfa 0 en equipos de 
investigacion orgatlizados de manera jerarquica. Mas aun, se 
enazrgo de que su i'lstituto se preocupara de ill dimenswn 
humana de Uz biologfa tropia"', recotlociendo Ia influencia 
humana, Ia pasada y la presente, en Uz naturaieza tropiml. 

Moynihan dej6 fa direcci6n de STRI en 1973 y sigui6 
lrabajando juuto con e.l personal cieutifico hnsta mtfs aIJd de 
1993, cuando se reliro para. seguir escribielldo y IJevcmdo a 
cabo estudios en Pammuf y en su hogar campestre ell Alb" al 
sur de Francia. La comunidad de STRI extielllie sus nltis 
profundas condoiencias a ill Dra. Olga F. Linares, su esposa. 

Ebgert LLigh, ,r. 

TUPPER CENTER SEMINAR 

Tuesday, December 10, noon seminar speakers will be 
Michaela Hau and Martin Wikelski, University of 
Washington 

Environmental Predictability and Breeding 
Seasons in Tropical Birds: Overview and 
First Data 

BAMBI 

Thursday, December 12, Bambi seminar speaker will be 
Ulrich Mueller, Cornell University 

Natural History of Fungus-Growing Ants 
(and a little bit about phenotypic plasticity 
in symbiosts) 

Transportation and dinner reservations are essentia1 . 
Please call BCI at 272-2124. 

NAOS LUNCHEON SEMINAR 

Friday, December 13, Naos Marine Laboratories Lun­
cheon seminar speaker will be Jose L6pez, George 
Mason University 

DNA Fingerprinting of Coral Species in the 
Montaslraea annularis Complex with AFLP 

PEOPLE 

Arrivals 
• Courtney Murren, University of Connecticut, Dec 2-

22, to carry out studies of gene flow in discontinuous 
populations of a dioecious orchid, at BCl. 

• Jean Pemy Makana, National Parks Institute, Zaire, 
Dec 11-9 Jan, to visit the CTFS and do analysis of 
spatial information from the Iturl Forest Large Plot 
Project, at BCI. 

• David Zeh, University of Houston, Texas, Dec 11-10 
Jan, to work on the polyandry and male variability in 
a heterogeneous environment, at BCI, Gigante and 
Gamboa. 

• Jeanne Zeh, University of Houston, Texas, Dec 11-10 
Jan, to work on the genetic benefits of polyandry and 
test the alternatives, at Camboa. 

• Diane De Steven, University of Wisconsin, Dec 13-9 
Jan, to work on the dynamicS of tropical tree seed 
production and seedling recruitment, at Bel. 

• Robin Andrews, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University, Dec 15-26, to continue with long­
term population monitoring of the forest understory 
lizard AnoUs limifrons, a t BCI. 

• Michael Greenfield, and V. Terwilliger, University of 
Kansas, Dec 15-15 Jan, to work on the functions of 
acoustic signal interactions, at Gamboa. 

• Beth Shapiro, University of Ceorgia, Dec 16-3 Jan, for a 
study of biodiversity comparing parasitic wasps of old 
growth versus young growth tropical forests, at BO. 
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Departures 
• Penny Barnes, Dec 7-31, to Florida and 

the Bahamas on a collecting trip. Then 
on a short vacation and to New Mexico 
to present a paper at the Society for 
Integrative and Comparative Biology 
Meetings. 

• Anthony Coates, Dec 9-17. to Washing­
ton D.C., on official business at 51. 

Annual Leave 
M6nica Alvarado, Dec 2-12 
Angel Aguirre. DEc 5-3 Jan 
Marcos Guerra, Dec 19-3 Jan 

Special Thanks • Agrad~cimiznto Especial 
STRl and the Fundacion Smithsonian held 
its traditional "Night at the Smithsonian" 
on Tuesday. November 26, with Tony 
Coates' lecture "En la hisloria geol6gica, 
PanamA ha cambiado a l mundo." Thanks 
to all who worked to make this event a 
success ··. STRI Y fa Fut/dadon Smithso­
nia" celebrarotl su tradicio'Ull tvetllo "Una 
Noche en el Smithsonian", el maries 26 de 
noviembre, con fa chnrw "En la historia 
geol6gica, Panamd ha cambiado af mundo. " 
Qu.tremas agradecer Q lodos los que trabaja­
ron para lagror que esta actiuidad fuem un 
aito. 

THINGS TO KNOW 

Use or Loose ••• T6melas 0 Dejelas 
As the end of the year approaches, "use or 
loose" leave must be scheduled as soon as 
possible and used by January 5. 1997. Use 
or loose leave is annual leave in excess of 
240 hours, which cannot be carried into 
the next leave year. Under certain concH· 
Hons, such as illness or Smithsonian emer­
gencies, leave may be restored. For more 
details please contact the Office of Human 
Resources at TIvoli, exts. 2228 and 2223 
• •• AI acercarse el fina l del al1o, se les TeCUer­

da programar inmetiiatamente sus homs de 
., Usar 0 Prnler". y usarlas allies del 5 de 
e"ero de 1997. El tiempo de "usar 0 pcrder~ 

Ruimtentente 51! mudatv)II al "Centro de Servicios Gennale.s" at AncOlI 
(siguiendo las maneciflas del reloj) Oscar Jiminez, Francisco GuanN, Carlos 
Gmel, Gilberto Howell, Nelson flenuindez,. Consul ChanwtTO, Efra;n 
Dominguez, Rubin L6pez,. Laz/o Vegll, 1051 Ramon PnvmuJ y NicoIRs 
SugasN. (FoIo: MJ\. eum.r, 
son horus de tUOlCioJtes que exatltm de 240, las que no pueden segu;~ acumulnn­
do el siguietlte aRo. Bajo dertas circumstancias como m[ennttim1 0 urget/cia 
dderminadas pM d 5mHhsonian. pueden ser restituidas. Para mayor inJormaci6rI 
faoor pmlOSe en amlacto am Ia Oficina de Rr.cursos Humanos en TfvoIi, ats. 
"l221iy2223. 

New Schedule for BO Launches · NJll!TJO Horario th Lanchas 
Effective December 15, the BCI launch service will have a new 
schedule, as fo llows · •• A partir dellS de diciembre, e1 servico de ranchos 
que van Q &"0 Colorado tendrdn un nuevo horario: 
Monday thru Friday Leaves BCl Leaves Gamboa 
Lunes a Viemcs Safe de BCI Sale de Gamboa 

Jacana 06:30 am 07:15 am 
03:40 pm 05:20 pm 

Satwday, Sunday and Holiday 
Stfbados, Domingos y Dins feriados 

Las Cruces 06:30 am 
02:30 pm 
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08:00 am 
05:20 pm 
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Milria Ltont y Ordis Arosemtna de la Oficina de Visitontes y Marcela Paz 
y Orlando Henuindez de Recepci6n, deamm el tradiciontll arbolito de Navidad 
del Cmlro Tupper. (Fofo: M.A. Cuma) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

About STRJ's Photographic Services 
So,,", Seroicios Fotograficos en STRI 

STRI'a photographic department was reorganized into two independent 
units that report directly to the Assistant Director for Scientific Support 
Services. The reduction in personnel and the introduction of the digital 
imaging services makes it impossible to offer all services furnished in 
the past. However, local commercial a lterna tives have been established 
for processing the film and for printing photographs. Services at Folo 
EI Halc6n and Folo Studio Enoch can be obtained through Marcela Paz, 
at the Tupper Center Reception Desk, where she will provide with the 
necessary instructions. For more information or special requests, please 
contact Marcos Guerra, ext. 2310 ••• El Departamento de Fotografia de 
STRI se reorganiuS como dos unidades independientes que se reporlan 
diredamente al Director Adjunto para Servicios de Apoyo CietlUfico. l.Jl 
reducci6n del pers(mal e introducci6n de im4genes digita les IUlCefi imposiblc 
ofrocer todos los servicios que se ofrecum en el posado. Sin embargo, se han 
establecido altematiuas comerdales locales para procesado e in/presion. Los 
servicios de "Folo El Harc6/1" y "Folo Estudio Enoch" pueden obtellerse a 
traves de Marcela Paz. en fa recepcio" del C~lItro Tu pper, dOllde se sum;­
nistnin las instrucciolles necesarias. Para mayor informilci6n y requisiciolles 
especiales favor poncrsc en contacto con Marcos Guerra, ext. 2310. 
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STRI December Birthdays 
Dionisio Oses 4 
Luis Castillo 6 I· 
Mirna Samaniego 8 
Jose Ramon Perurena 12 
Eileen Jones 15 
Pierre Jacinto-Fuentes 17 
Ira Rubinoff 21 
Yira Ventocilla 22)-

22 ,\1 Jose Nunez 
Anibal Velarde 
Adriana Bilgray 
RaUl Rios 
Elizabeth sanchez 
Mario Santamaria 

22 
24 
25 
26 
27 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

December 9: Celebration of Mother's Day 
in Panama and a Holiday for STRI 

December 10: Scientific Staff Meeting 
December 12: Manager's Meeting 
December 13: STRI's Christmas Party 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Jugueles para "Aguas Frias" 
Los nmos de "Aguas Frias", una pobre 
comunidad darienita, esperan recibir 
juguetes de los 24,(X)() enviados a Panama 
por la Cruzada "Billy Graham", que se les 
robian prometido. Desafortunadamente, 
estos juguetes se terminaron rapidamente 
alllegar, y Jose Ramon Perurena les lleva­
n1 los que puecla recoger hasta el 13 de 
diciembre, ruando viajara a Aguas Frias. 
Se aceptan juguetes nuevos 0 de segunda 
mano en buenas condiciones, empacados, 
indicando road y sexo. Tambien se acepta 
ropa de nilios (1-15 anos), toa11as, zapa­
tilIas, etc. Contacto: Oficina de Personal. 

Nota Turistica 
La Casa de Ia Municipalidad, en Santa 
Ana, al lado de 1a Iglesia de Ia Merced, 
esUi exponiendo decoraci6n estUo vieto­
riano con motivos navidenos, de l Oam a 
5pm, todos los dias. 


