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TUI'I'ER CENTER 
Tuesday, Apr 26, noon seminar 
speaker will be Richard Hanlin, 
University of Georgia 

Tropiad Ascomycd~ Fu.ngi 

AbotToct 
Fungi 'e ...... ot. large .. opottIon 
01 the bIoIogiaI d1von1ty In the 
tropiG, but are oon!Iy understudied. 
A>comy<:eta an the Iarg<st group 
0I1ungI. ind pnsent • tremendous 
varletyol'NturaI hlslOrieo. Tropical 
asoom~, mainly from Venezue­
la, will be used to illustrate the 
range of rborphoJogies and ecolOgi­
cal roles "","Oiled by these beau­
ti/uI, o/ten ignored organisms. 

srEClhI. 

Tuesday, Apr 26, evening seminar 
will be Fernando Santos, Facultad 
Latinoamericana de Ciencias Socia· 
les, Quito, at 5:30pm. 

Historias Etniau 0 Historia$ 
Inte,itnicas? LeecioM. del 
pQsado Amu.~ha (S~lf)a Cen­
tral), Ptnl 

I lUsumen 
La etnotb.oria de I", pueblos 
amaz6nico& ha naddo tomando ro-
mo rele:rerlda el enloque antropo16gi-
ro cIUloo~ es dedr, tomando 00100 

unidad de esIudio • una etn/a en 
particular Y exploJando .... av6 de 
un aN.lisis de fuentes escribu y or .. 
les 10& avatares de au hlstoria. El 
objetivo d. IA ......."., ponencia es 
ruestionar dicho mode1o Y demos-
tn>r, • trav~ de la presmtad6n del 
caso de los Amuesha de IA Selva 
Central del Pert1, que una hlstorla 
~ --una hIsIoria companoti-
va que aborda eI esIudio del pasado 
de WI pueblo a partir de su Imbrica-
d6n en 1m determinado conjunto 
lInico- oonstituy<! la dnica manera 
de prod~ una Imagen iNs exacta 
de IA hIsIiirta de un detenninado 
pueblo ind!gena. 

Membus 0/ the diplomiltic corps who visited Bel on Friday, April 15 listen 
to Oris Acevedo explain about the variolls facilities on the Island ••• 
MiLmbros del cuerpo diplomdtico que visitaron Barro Colorado tl vin1Ies 15 de Rbril, 
tsCuchan las upiicacione5 de Oris Acevedo sobre las diversas instoladones dt la Isla. 

(Foto; M.A. GWDT2) 

Friday, Apr 29, noon seminar spea- domains. On the basis 01 thls anaIy-
ker will be Fernando 5.1nt05, sis, I shall reflect on the validity of 
FLASCO, Quito the aoove-mentioned debate as it 

Amlluh .. Environ,"ental P},ilo- Ns been formulated. 
sophy Ami Pmct;ce: in Between 
A CONServAtion Ethics Anti a Earth Day ••• vu. de '" Tierra 
CrAving for New Technology 'They dosed down down Fifth Ave-

Absh'act nue in New York,. attended eco-fairs 
The debate as to whether Amazonian In Chicago and staged "teach-ins" 
ind;genous people are "ecological and "trash-ins" all across the 
noble savages" or "resource wasters" country. More than 20 million Arne-
is far from being resolved. In this Mcans showed up for what turned 
ronference, I shall present the tradi- out to be the launching of the rno-
tional environmental philosophy and dern environmental movement. It 
ronservation ethics of the Amuesha of was Earth Day, an extraordinary 
Western Amazon (Pert1), and analyze "harpenrung" that occurred exactly 
t!>< extemal -politlOO<COnOlllic-<On- (24 yea" ago, on April 22, 1970. For 
slraints- and the InIernaI eIernents the first time, the nation woke up to 
-<he craving Ioc new tedUloIogler- the fact that degradation of the natu-
that hall< eroded the e/fJCaCY 0/ their ral world threatened not only the 
native system Uld have led to waste- quality of life but its very founda-
ful practices In certraIn productive tions." (Smithsonian, 1990). In 1970, 
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Dennis Hayes, a Californian political activist declared 
April 22 as Earth Day, but it is to Gaylord Nelson, then 
a US senator hom Wisconsin who is sometimes re­
ferred as Ithe father of Earth Day, because he was 
instrumen~l in getting it off the ground. lhat same 
year. the National Environmental Protection Act, the 
Environmental Protection Agency and the National 
Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration were 
founded. Since then, the "Earth Day" environmental 
movement has been dispersed worldwide on a grass 
root level It is in the decade of the '90s that different 
groups and. agencies started to celebrate Earth Day in 
Panama. Today, STRI joins PROMAR'. efforts, with a 
beach dean-up at Culebra ••• "Cerraro" III Sill Avenida 
m New York, fueron Q feriiz8 tc016giazs tn Ch-icQgo, y st 
llevIIron • aWo _ de 1M" ed_ivas y jontlldlls plra 
recogtr' blaiura en todo el pais. Mds de 20 millones tit norte­
amD"iauws 1 Sl presentarrm ptJlll 10 que st convirtiO en el 
dtsptgue ,u, movimiento lI.mbienW.ist" moderno. Fve "EArth 
Day" (OW: ik III r ...... ), un "evento" extraordiraario que 
0CIlrri6~emcUunenkI24J_, <122 de abril de 1970. Par 
pri,..,. ",", ' III _ IEE.UU.J despert6 al htcho de que III 
tUg~ lUI mundo natural no solamellfe amtnaZilba III 
ailidIUI de hl vida, sino tambiin a sus propios pilo.res." 
(Smithsonian, 1990). En 1970, Dennis Hayes, un activislll 
poIi!ico Miforniano, declllr6 aI 22 de abril como <I ex. de III 
rltml, ".,. .. a GIlylord Nelson, en ... tiempo Senado, de 
Wiscor&sin. d quim st It ml)noct como tl pad~ de "E4rth 
rNzy", ~ que fue €I quint It dio el empuje nteeSIlrW ptH'1l 

IuJarIo una rl!Qlidad. EM misnw aflo, Ja Ley Naciotull de 
Prota:r:Wn del Ambient< (EE.UU'), :. Agenda pi" III Prolte­
ci6n del ArnbienI< (EE.UU.) Y :. Asociaci6n Oct.Inial y 
Atmosfbial NIICUmal (EE-UU.) fueron cread<>s. Desd. <nIon" 
ces, d movimiento con8erllaCionista "Earth Day" se ha 
dispmallo en iodo <I mundo. Irwi:; de es{ue17l1S ciauillda/106 
en Q/dQ ~. Frd en III diau/Q de los 90's que diferentes gr."", 
e institucionf:s empailTOft II. alebrar el Dia tIt III Tieml. en 
PIlIIIUIIII. Hoy, STRI se un< a los es{uerzos de PROMAR, 
l/evQndo • aWo una Umpielil en :. playilll de Culebra. 

I'EOI'LE 

Arrivals 
• Ovidlu Dragastan, Boston University, Apr 25-30, to 

carry out studies on the Paleohistory and recent 
history of calcareous green algae (Bryopsidales), at 
Naos. 

• Fernando Santos, FLASCO, Quito, Apr 25-30, to visit 
STRIladUties and present seminars. 

• Heman Ortega, short-tenn visitor from Museo 
Nadonal de Peru, Apr 29-22 May, to collaborate 
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with Eldredge Bermingham and Andrew Martin on 
Panama freshwater fishes. 

Departurea 
• Dave Roubjk, Apr 28-May 30, to the French Guyana 

and Trinidad, on a research trip. 

TIIINGS YOU SIIOULD KNOW 

At the Tupper Center 
The, Apr 26 • DiscusiOn th AtwlctS de AruUisis de 

to lmpacto de las mtenwtiVilS dt mIlnejo 
Fri, Apr 29 pi'" III CIIDKII del o.naI, Plan Mzrena 

(AR/-CTl-USA-BIMJ CH, 8am-4~ 
Tue, Apr 26 • Noon seminar by Richard Hanlin, Au-

ditorium. 
• Evening seminar by Fernando Santos, 

Large Meeting Room, Spm. 
Wed, Apr 27 • Administrative Managers Meeting. 

Large Meeting Room, 2pm. 
Thu, Apr 28 • Tupper Scientific Support Staff Meet­

ing, Large Meeting Room, 9am. 
• Slide Show for Ecotours, Auditorium, 

3pm. 
Fri. Apr 29 • ReuniOn sobn III ProtecciOn y Conserva-

ciOn de la Reserva Biosfera /Cuna Yala de 
PEMASKY: Inventario Foresflli. SrnaU 
Meeting Room 8:30am. 

• Noon seminar by Fernando Santos. 
Auditorium. 

At the Culebra Marine Reserve 
Tue. Apr 26 Diablo Elementary School 
Wed, Apr Tl Los Rlos Elementary School 
Thu, Apr 28 Curundu Elementary School 
Fri, Apr 29 Colegio Euro-Americano 
Sat, Apr 30 Brownie Troop 1<28 (Ft. Clayton) 

Buyout Legislalion ••• Ugis1aci6n sob.-. lncmtiuos 
As you were aware, President Ointon has signed the 
Workforce Restructuring Act of 1994. This legislation 
allows agencies to pay voluntary separation incentive 
payments (VSIP) to certain employees who separate 
during a period specified by their agencies. VSlP's are 
lump-sum payments made to eligible employees who 
either retire (under regular or early retirement) or 
resign. The amount of the VSIP is equal to an emplo­
yee's severance payor $25,000, whichever is less. 
Federal employees who take the VSIP (or buyout) 
cannot return to the Federal Government for 5 yeaTS 
unless they repay the full amount they receive. The 
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VSIP is paid in a lump sum as regular 
income (less the usual required with­
holdings for Federal and State taxes, 
Social Security. etc.). Our program will 
be announced in the next few weeks to 
all employees. We will continue to keep 
you informed as more specific informa­
tion becomes available··· £1 Presidente 
Clinton reoentemente firm6 Itl Ley de Res­
tructuraciOn de Ia Empleonumia de 1994. 
Esb, ley pbmite ofrecer incentivos por 
jubUJu:ion voJuntarill ("VSIP") a ciertos 
emplaulos que opten por renunciar 0 sepa­
raT'St de sus .CJlrgos durQ.nte el periOtio que 
sus resptdivas agencias asf 10 dttenninen. 
Los VSIP's son sumas globales de dineTo 
que se Ie pagan a aquellos empleados que 
sam elegibles. que dtcidlin jubiIarse (QCO­
giindose a UnA jubillu:i6n n0rm41 0 a una 
jubilRci6n tldelanUulD), 0 qut renuncien. El 
monto de estos incentivos VSIP ~rti equiva.­
lente Q loque e1 empltAdo rtdbirfa como 
pago de liquid4Cion 0 $25,000, la menor de 
las sumas. Los empleados federales que se 
acojan a este incentivo no podr4n regreSQ r 
a traooftlr para. el gobiuno federlll por 5 
t,;fos, a menDS que devuelvan III sumlZ total 
que h,"!"n !T<cibido. £1 pago VSIP " paga 
globalmente como ingreso regular (menDS 
los descuentos normales de impuestos, 
Seguro SocUll, etc.). Nuestro progrtuna seni 
anunciJulo .proximamente a todos Jos em· 
pletuloo. COlltinWlremos mAntelliindoios 
informados a medidil que tengamos disponi· 
bl, mRs infontlllCwn tsptclficJ1. 

8th ICRS' Fax Number 
Please note that the office of Maria 
Magela Brenes, Convention Manager of 
the 8th International Coral Reef Sympo-­
sium has a new Fax number, which is 
(507) 28-0970. 

Apo)'o aI Parque Metropolitano 
La exhibici6n titulada "La Biodiversidad 
en Peligro" fue donada por el lnstituto 
Smithsonian de Investigaciones Tropica­
les al Parque Natural Metropolltano 
como una muestra mas del apoyo del 
lnstituto a los programas de educaci6n 

amblentaL que se desalTOILan este parque citadino. Esta exhibic16n, 
que consta de 15 afiches a colores y un video complementario, 
examina las causas, consecuendas y posibles soluciones para la 
perdida de la biodiversidad ante la alarmante desaparici6n de los 
bosques tropicales. Los afiches cubren temas como la variedad y la 
interrelaci6n de las especies en los complejos habitats de los bosques 
tropicales, las humedales y los arrecifes de coral. Tambit~n se ilustra 
la importancia de los zool6gicos, jardines botanicos y parques 
naturales para la continuaci6n de la biodiversidad biol6gica. La 
exhibici6n estar.i proximamente expuesta al pUblico en el Centro de 
Visitantes del Parque Natural Metropolitano. En 1a toto de arriba 
(cortesia del PNM), Elena Lombardo, representante de STRI ante el 
Patronalo del Parque, hace entrega de uno de los afiches de la 
exhibici6n a Daniel Holness, Administrador del Parque. 

From the Mall Room ••• De I" OficinR de Correos 
Please print the sender name (or department) in all correspondance. 
When envelopes are returned to STRI for any reason, the mailing 
department is unable to identify the sender to return the envelope. 
Your cooperation will be appreciated·.· Se agradece a lodos poner eI 
nomhre del remitente 0 departamento e.n tada la correspondenciR. Cuando 
algunos sabres son devaultos II STRI por alguna raz.6n, es imposihJe 
identificar a la persona que enviO dicM correspcmdenda. Gracills por su 
colaboraci6n. 

Pdcticas de F6.1bol 
Todos aquellos interesados en participar en las pr.icticas de FUtbol en la 
cancha de Naos, favor de CQmunicarse con Daniel MilUn" en BO. 
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Join us for an Earth Day Celebration 

Beach Clean-up 
and 

Exposure to Marine Environments 
at the 

Culebra Biological Reserve 

Friday, April 22, 2-5pm 

Unete a nosotros en la celebraci6n del Dia de la Tierra 

con una limpieza en la playa 
y a un 

recorrido a los ambientes marinos 
en la Reserva Biol6gica de Culebra 

el viernes 22 de abril, de 2 a 5 de la tarde 


