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TUPPER CENTER SEMINARS 
Tuesday, Mar 9, noon seminar speaker 
will be Christian Komer, Univ. of Basel. 

Experiments with tlrtifjcial tropictll 
pbJnt communities under elevated COl' 

PEOPLE 

Arrivals 
• Christian Komer, Man:h 7-17, Univer­

sity of Basel, to give seminar and par­
ticipate in the CAM Workshop. 

• HillaJy jefflQns, Astrid Ferrer I< Martin 
Dahm, of the British Broadcating Co., & 
Jim Moris, UCLA, Mar 11-25, to film 
sexual escape displays of ostracods and 
the bioluminescence in nature in San Blas. 

• Tammy McGovern, Univ. of Houston, 
Mar 12-28, to set up for studies of the 
reproductive consequences or frag­
mentation in Plexaura in San Bias. 

Departures 
• Leonar Motta, executive officer, Mar 

7-31, to 51 on ofCiciai business and 
then on vacation. 

Note of Appreciation 
I would Like to extend to all STRI s taff and 
collegues my sincerest appreciation for 
yow best wishes and gifts during my re­
cent conva lescence. Thank you so much. 

Audrey Smith 

Reminder 
Tuesday, Mar 9, Scientific Staff Meeting at 
the Tupper Center Meeting Room, 1 :3Opm. 

TIIINGS TO KNOW 

Smithsonian wide N<HIl\oking Policy 
Takes Effed Man:], 1 from The Ton:h 

Beginning March 1, the Smithsonian will 
be smoke free. The Office of Environmen­
tal Management and Safety, led by Direc­
tor Bill BiUingsley, has put together a 
policy prohibiting smoking throughout the 
institution. The new policy will apply to aU 
facilities owned or leased by 51 worldwide, 
induding private offices and 51 vehicles. 

It applies to aU employees, volunteers and 
visitors, and in all circumstances, including 
receptions, dinners and special events. 
There will be no designated smoking areas. 

Tony Coates presents Gilberto OCiliia with the retiremmt gift from tile 
STRI sdentifie staff during the reception held in Dr. Oealia's ',onor and 
attended by '.is colleagues and fril!nds, on Feb 26, at tI,l! Tupper Exhibit 
Hall ••• El 26 de febrero, en el SalOn de Exhibidotlt'.S del Centro Tupper, TOllY 
Coates /liz<> mt",S" de un "'galo de iubiiacWn de I"rte del pen;onaI cientifico del 
STRl a Cilberlo Ocaii.a, duranle Ia recepciDn llevr:ufil a mho OJ su honor, dotuh se 
buxmtmba" sus coIegas yamigos. (Foto: A. . Mon"nD) 

Enforcement of !.he no-smoking policy will be the responsibility of each 
individual bureau and office head. According to Billingsley, ''51 staff should 
view this policy as a strong commitment by Secretary Adams and Under 
Secretary Newman to preserve employees' health and wellness." 

Nueva Politica de ''No funuu" a Partir del 1 de Marzo 
A partir dell de maTZO el Smithsonian estara libre de humo. La Oficina 

de Manejo Ambiental y Seguridad, dirigida por Bill Billingsley, ha elabora­
do una polftica que prolube fumar en 13 Instituci6n. Esta polftica se aplica 
a todas las dependendas y edifidos del Smithsonian en el mundo, e incluye 
ofidnas privadas y vehiculos propiedad del 51. 

Se apika a todos los empleados, voluntarios y visitantcs, y a todas los 
eventos, induyendo recepciones y cenas. No habrci tireas asignaclas para fu­
mar. La ejecuci6n de esta politica sera 13 responsabilidad de cada ;efe depar­
tamento. De acuerclo a Billingsley, "el personal del Smithsonian debe tomar 
esta nueva politka como el fuerte compromiso del Secretario Adams y Ia Sub­
Secretaria Newman para preserva r Ia salud y el bienestar de los empleados." 

Unit Mail Pick-UplDelivery Tunes 
TIle APO fK>St office established effect ive 22 Feb, 1993 pickup and deliv­

ery li mes for all Unit Mail clerks to be from 8:30-11 :30 am and 1:30-3:30 
pm hoursdaUr SfRI's Procurement Department requests that you deliver 
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your mail to the pickup points in time for 
the department to meet the above schedule. 
Everardo Cumey. unit mail clerk or alterna­
tive clerk.. pic:ksup/delivet'S mall as follows: 

DeliverJPidrup hour 
Pickup Sam 
Deliver 1lHl:3Oam 
Deliver/Piclfup 
l1:4Sam-lclSpm 

Pickup 2-2:3Opm 

Tupper Complex 
Tupper Complex 

Naos Complex 
Tupper Complex 

Express mail delivery to the APO mail will 
be at 3pm. Packages and. envelopes mlN be 
at procurement no later than 2:30pm. 

From the VJSilor Services Office 
In IA 0fici1UJ tk Vrsitmd:e; 

Researchers working in the Pipeline Road 
(Soberania National Park) must obtain the 
new entrance key from Maria Morello a t 
the Tupper Center. Otherwise, the key is 
available at the INRENARE offices in Gam­
boa CMon-Fri.. working hours). Please re­
member that an ll'lRENARE permit is 
necessary to coooud studies in this area 
••• Los invtstigadores que llevan a a2bo estu­
diOlS en el CAmirw del OltOdudo (Parque Na­
acnllli Sobemnfa) deben obtener fa nueoo Have 
de In entradn de Maria Morello en eJ Centro 
Tuppu. Tambiht puede obtetlfrse fa llave f1I Ins 
o{icinas del INRENARE '" Gamboa (lunes a 
vit:nu> en hams de InlWjo!. Favor de ""'mfar 
que pam rtIllimr estudios en esta arm, t:s nere-
6Ilrio pos«r 1m permiso previo del INRENARE. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

l"trodllccWn II. IllS lnwstigacimres .u 
Bio/ogUJ en ., Cunpo 
La Universidad de Panama y el Jnstituto 
Smithsonian ofrecer.i,n un curso int:rOO.llCto­
rio para investigaciones de campo del 18 a1 
25 de abril en la Peninsula de Gigante, 
Monumento Natural de BanoColorado. Los 
objetivos del curso son kls de desanollar la 
capacidad de e1aborar ideas y probar hip6te­
sis en el camJXt, observar el mundo natural 
y utilizar metodos cientifiros para entender 
procesos bio16gicos. Los participantes debe­
ran haber terminado, por 10 menos, el se­
gundo ano de ciencias, con un indice acade­
mico mayor de 15, estar en buenas rond i­
clones fisicas, participar en tOO05 los aspec­
tos del rurso y tener capacidad para adap-

On Enrique Moreno presnrt«i D seminar on the climate of Panama since 
the last glaciation at 1M X Nati<mal 5ci<ntific CongrtSS hdd at the Univ<mty " 
PananuJ. (PItoto: M.A G_, 
tarse a condiciones de trabajo y vivienda un tanto inc6modas y difidles. Los 
interesados podran solicitar el fonnulario de inscripci6n en Ia Vicerrectoria 
de lnvestigad6n y Postgrado de 1a Universidad de Panama (64-4242) 0 en 
la Onema de Educaoon dellnstituto Smithsonian (27.f:h12 6 274918). Pecha 
tope: para la entrega de solicitudes: 22 de marzo. Para mayor infonnaci6n 
Uame a los telefonos arriba mencionados. 

Marine Environmental Education Seminar 
Seminario tk Eduau:i6n AmbientJI/ Marino 

The FlrSt Marine Environmental Education Seminar organized by STRI and 
the Ministry of Education (MINIEDUC) will be held from Mar 10-12. The 
objective of this seminar is to acquaint 20 local elementary teachers from 
schools on the coast with hands-on activities that illustrate concepts about 
marine science and conservation to complement the existing curriculum. The 
activities that will be taught are part of the Monterey Bay Aquarium's "Wet 
Science Program", adapted to local subjects by Arge1i<; Guevara, Ondy 
Martin and staff from the Environmental Education Office of the MlNIE· 
DOC The seminar will take place a t the Tupper Center, Cu1ebra Marine 
Reserve, Caleta and the Gamboa School ··· fJ Primer Semi,wio de EdUCtJeimI 
AmbiadaJ Mtui,1Il organizmlo par eI Smithsonian y el Ministtrio de EducaciJn 
(MINIWUC! se l/evani a ",bo del 10-12 de marzo. £1 objetivo es finnilMlrimr a 20 
docentes de primaria de escuelas en fa eosin con adividndes pnfcticas que ilustrl!1l 
COtu;eytos de cumcias mar;,/IlS y conservaci6n y que puedall compicrne1lJar el 
cimiclllilm actual. lAs actividades qllf serdn utiUZJldas forman rmte dcll1rograma 
de ~ Wet Sciencc" dcsarrollado ,)()r cI ACllario de Monterey y adaptado a temas 
lorn/es por ArgeJis Guevara, Cindy Ivfnrlin y 1'1 persDllIl1 d( In 0fid'lIl de £duenna" 
Ambiclltnl del MlNlEDUC. fJ scni'lIlrio Sl realizma en eI Cerllro Tupper, la 
RtserOO Mari,1Il de Culebra, Galeta y la Escueln de Gamboo. 

2 



March 5, 1993 

SMITIiSONIAN TROPICAL RESEAKCH INSTITIITE, Apartado 2:0'72, Balb~ Panama No. 10 

FROM OTHER SOURCES 

"Amazonia" Aims for the Hearts of National Zoo 
VlSitors 

Exerts from Smitllsonian News Seroice 
"Amazonia" -a seven-year design and construction 

effort- is an intended departure from typical zoo exhi­
bits, Michael Robinson, director of the National Zoo, 
says. At 15,000 square feet, it is the largest exhibit buil­
ding to be constructed at the zoo in more than 50 years. 
It includes a cascading tropical river that displays many 
unusual fish; a rain forest featuring 358 species of plants 
and dozens of animals; and a re-created biologist's field 
station where visitors gain insights into the intricades of 
tropical ecology and scientific methods of study. 

The new " Amazonia" exhibit highlights some of the 
incredible life forms that may be threatened. In the 
Amazon Basin the yearly loss of rain forest is estimated 
at 4 million to 20 million acres. These tropical forests 
contain thousands, perhaps millions, of plants and 
animals yet to be identified by scientists. 

We want people to realize that plants are not just a 
backdrop for animals," says exhibit curator Jarem 
Horsley, but that "a plant is a living organism with a 
strategy (or its own survival dictated by its evolution. 
Trees in the exhibit will produce fruit that drops into 
and "feeds" a river that flows among them. Horsley 
emphasizes that the overall experience of "Amazonia" 
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Tropicttl hettt ttnd humidity ttre 
part of the experience for 
visitors to "ArtUlzoniR", II new 
exhibit ttt the Smithsonittn's 
Ntttional Zoological Pttrk in 
Wttshington, D.C. ••• El ador y 
la humedJld tropical son parte de 10 
que erperimentan quienes visitan 
"Amazonia ", un nuevo pabel16n en 
el Parque ZoolOgico Nacional del 
Smithsonian en Washington D.C. 

(Fa/a: Jt!S$~ CdIm) 

should be positive. "I want people to fall in love with 
the Amazon as a place." 

In the same manner, Robinson -who spent more 
than 20 years living and working in Panama at the 
Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute--- wants "Ama­
zonia" visitors "to be impressed by the sheer wonder of 
the Amazon's biological diversity -to understand, 
before it is lost- that it is something to be cherished for 
all time""" 

An Amazon 
forest Itabitttt ttre pttrt of new "Amttzonia" exhibit 
••• Un acuario de peas de un rio del Amaumas y una 
cupula giga ,de para 1tWlItetler ellufbitat del bosque son parte 
de fa tlueva exhibicion .. Amnzollia." (Foto; Jessie Cohm) 
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DE OTRAS FUENTES 

"Amazonia" Apunta al Coraz6n 
de Quienes VlSitan el Zoo\6gico 

Extracto del Seroicin de Noticias del Smithsonian 
"Amazonia" -una nueva exhibici6n en el Parque 

ZooI6gico Nadonal- es intencionalmente diferente a las 
tfpicas exhibidones del zool6giro, explica Michael Robin­
son, director del Zool6gico Nacional. Con una superficie 
de 1,400 metros cuadrados, es el pabell6n de exposidones 
mas grande construido en el zool6gico en mas de 50 aflos. 
En su interior hay un rio tropical por cuyas cascadas se 
mueven una gran cantidad de especies poco comunes de 
peces; una selva humeda que contiene 358 espedes de 
plantas y docenas de animales; y una reproducci6n del 
puesto de campo d e un bi61ogo donde los visitantes 
pueden aprender las complejidades de la ecologia tropical 
y de los metodos cienHficos de estudiarla. 

"Amazonia", pone en relieve algunas de las increibles 
fonnas de vida que pudieran estar amenazadas. En la 
cuenca del Amazonas se estima que 13 perdida anual de 
bosques esta entre 1.6 y 9 millones de hectareas. Estos 
bosques contienen millares 0 quizas millones de plantas y 
animales que todav1a deben ser identificados. 

"Queremos que 1a gente se de cuenta de que las plantas no 
son 5610 un teJ6n de fondo para los animales" dke el doctor 
Jarem Horsley,. rurador de 1a exhibici6n, sino que "una planta 
es un organismo vivo con una estrategia para su propia 
superviveocia dictada por su evoluci6n". Los arboles que 
forman pane de Ia exhibict6n producen frutos que eaen al rio 
que cone entre ellos. Horsley subraya per su parte que la 
experiencia integral de HAmazoniaH debe ser JX)Sitiva. "Quiero 
que 1a gente se enarnore del Amazonas como lugar". 

De la misma Conna. Robinson ~ue pas6 mas de 20 
aflos viviendo y trabajando en el Instituto Smithsonian de 
Investigaciones Tropieales en Panama- desea que los 
visitantes de" Amazonia" se sientan "impresionados por la 
absoluta marnvilla de la diversidad bio16gica del Amazo­
nas- que comprendan, antes de se' que es 
algo que debe ser apreciado j 

Volunt«r Stephen Sdlldze 
tnufs to II brotMlitui in "Ama­
zon;. ... nit exhibit complex 
houses II S5.000-gallon aqua­
rium for Amflzon RWcr 11",111 

5Oon-to-~mpleted Edu­
ClItion Gallery··· Slqilen 
Schulze, voIulltario en ~ Amaz0.­
nia- cuida de una bromelidctxl. fJ 
pabell6tt time 01 su illterior utI 

acuario de 55,lXXl gakmes que 
runtime peas amaz6niro; y llna 
fl/turo Gaferia fAlicotiw. 

(FolD; jessito G:ftorIJ 
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on 
Tower Inc. and Gary Ridgway, 51 Coordinator at 
of EmJironmental Management and Safety ffcft), gave 
intensive course on rope-dimbing tedmiques Il1Id rESOle on 
Ba. Among the participants of tlw course were members of 
tlte. STRI scientific and support staff, BCNM g"J7U! wardens 
and fellows. In tJU! pllOto, Don Windsor enjoys rappeling from 
a tree as lAura Sdl1l£ider begins to climb··· Mike Fisdtessar 
(rentro en tierra), de AJpine Tower Illc. y Gary Riduxly, ooordinador 
de Ia OficiM de Administrad6n Ambim.wl y Seguridiut de 51 
(w,uimla), dienm un curso intensioo tk tres dfas sobrt tlcniaJs TXlra 
f!SC11far arboles y rtsallllr am sogas, en Barro Colorado. En el curso 
TXlrliciJxzro1I miembros del personal citnHfia:t y de apoyo, 
gwmialnsques y broJrios. En fa foto st observa a Cbn Windsor 
disfrulando a/ descardcr de 1m arbol mkntras que LAura Sdrneider 
em,Jie:za a subir. (Ftto: M.A. GIIt'I"nlJ 

Needed ••• Se Necesita 
Bruno Ladr6n de Guevarn, l-month intern, would appreciate 
bonowing a bicycle for transportation from the Anean 
ApmtmenlS to Naos.lf you have one available, ple.asecaU him 
at 28-4022, Naos Lab ••• Brunc l.Juir6n de Guewro, bec.ario de 
Ires meses, agradecerW el prtslamo de una bicic1e/Q JXlra 
Iransporlarse de los Aparlamellios de Ancen a NQOS. Si desen 
ayudarlo, Javor de amllmialrse roll a a los uboralorios de Naos. 


