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Trochoideus desjardinsi Guérin-Méneville, 1838
is a mycophagous beetle in the family Endo-
mychidae, originally described from Mauritius but
nowwidespread and commonly collected throughout
the Old World tropics, particularly southeastern
Asia (Strohecker 1980; Skelley and Burgess 1995;
Shockley et al. 2009a). In the literature, T. desjardinsi
is often reported to be myrmecophilic or termito-
philic, having been found in the nests of some
species of ants and termites (Wasmann 1894; Arrow
1925; Beeson 1941; Lawrence and Reichardt 1969;
Hölldobler and Wilson 1990; Shockley et al.
2009b). However, this species is not just a nest
inquiline with social insects, because it has also
been collected on rotting coconut husks, under the
bark of logs, and in heaps of refuse (Beeson 1941;
Shockley 2009; Shockley et al. 2009b), as well as
with stored and transported grain products (Hinton
1945; Aitken 1975; Shockley et al. 2009b).
Because T. desjardinsi feeds on the mold that

occurs on grain or rotting coconut husks, the species
has now become cosmopolitan in distribution due to
the globalization of shipping, but it remains largely
restricted to more equatorial climates. According
to data from the Ministry of Agriculture and For-
estry of New Zealand (MAF), living and dead T.
desjardinsi specimens are regularly detected dur-
ing the inspection of sea containers arriving in
New Zealand by ships carrying a variety of dif-
ferent cargoes (Border Management Group 2003).
Because of the beetle’s ability to survive on a variety
of stored products and/or the fungi that grow on
those products, it has the potential to be economi-
cally important. Thus, new country records remain

Fig. 1. Female Trochoideus desjardinsi, collected in
the Jibacoa Playa, Cuba.
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important for tracking changes and expansions in
the species’ distribution.
Herein, we report, for the first time, the detection

of T. desjardinsi in Cuba (new country record),
only the second report of this species for theWestern
Hemisphere, having been previously collected only
in Florida (USA) (Skelley and Burgess 1995).
Collection data are as follows: 23.II.2017, Cuba,
Mayabeque Province, Jibacoa Playa, 23°08ʹ49.2ʹʹ
N, 81°51ʹ08.5ʹʹ W, S. Yu. Mukhanov leg. (five fe-
males) (Fig. 1). According to the collector, the
beetles were collected under bark in coastal tropical
forest (Fig. 2). This collection event suggests that
there may be an established population in Cuba,
given that the locality was not associated with a port
of entry (the most common interception/detection
point for T. desjardinsi). Given that the endomychid
fauna of Cuba is relatively unknown (or at least
unpublished), the report of any species adds to our
knowledge ofWest Indian beetle distributions and is
therefore noteworthy.
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Guérin–Méneville, F. E. 1838. Sur le genre Trochoide,
Trochoideus, Westwood. Revue et Magasin de
Zoologie Pure et Appliquée (2e Série) 1838:
22–24.

Hinton, H. E. 1945. Lathridiidae, Murmidiidae, Endo-
mychidae [pp. 112–188]. In: A Monograph of the
Beetles Associated with Stored Products (H. E.
Hinton, editor). British Museum of Natural His-
tory, London, UK.

Hölldobler, B., and E. O. Wilson. 1990. The Ants.
Harvard University Press, Cambridge, MA.

Fig. 2. Coastal tropical forest, showing the habitat where the specimens of Trochoideus desjardinsi were
collected.

THE COLEOPTERISTS BULLETIN 72(3), 2018 501



Lawrence, J. F., and H. Reichardt. 1969. The myrme-
cophilous Ptinidae (Coleoptera), with a key to
Australian species. Bulletin of the Museum of
Comparative Zoology at Harvard College 138(1):
1–27.

Shockley, F. W. 2009. Family Endomychidae [pp.
109–114]. In: The Coleoptera of the Seychelles
Islands (J. Gerlach, editor). Pensoft Publishers,
Sofia, Bulgaria.

Shockley, F. W., K. W. Tomaszewska, and J. V.
McHugh. 2009a. An annotated checklist of the
handsome fungus beetles of the world (Coleoptera:
Cucujoidea: Endomychidae). Zootaxa 1999: 1–113.

Shockley, F. W., K. W. Tomaszewska, and J. V.
McHugh. 2009b. A review of the natural history

of the handsome fungus beetles (Coleoptera: Cucu-
joidea: Endomychidae). Insecta Mundi 72: 1–24.

Skelley, P. E, and G. R. Burgess. 1995. Trochoideus
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