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HALINA BEDNAREK-OCHYRA, Institute of Botany, Polish
Academy of Sciences, Ul. Lubicz 46, 31–512, Kraków, Po-
land; e-mail: bednarek@ib-pan.krakow.pl

The Bryologist 107(1), p. 138
Copyright q 2004 by the American Bryological and Lichenological Society, Inc.

RYSZARD OCHYRA, JAN ZARNOWIEC, AND HALINA

BEDNAREK-OCHYRA. Census Catalogue of Polish
Mosses. Biodiversity of Poland. Volume 3. Polish
Academy of Sciences, Kraków. Available from:
Editorial Office, Institute of Botany, Polish Acad-
emy of Sciences, ul. Lubicz 46, 31-512 Kraków,
Poland. Price: US$35.00 1 postage and handling
(soft cover). ed-office@ib-pan.krakow.pl

Of far more importance than its title would imply, this
volume should quickly become an essential reference in
any bryological library. The title, in fact, is unfortunate
because it can only call to mind those dreary British pro-
ductions with their tedious tabulations of numbered vice-
counties. The present work is in no way similar.

The unillustrated text consists of 10 sections, not count-
ing the introduction and summary, most of which are var-
ious kinds of lists. Leading off is a ‘‘Systematic Arrange-
ment of Taxa’’ organized according to the systems of Vitt
et al. (1998) and Buck and Goffinet (2000) ‘‘with some
modifications and changes resulting from our own ideas
of evolution and phylogeny.’’ For each taxon is given the
scientific name with authors and a Polish name. It is this
list that is cross-referenced with superscripted numerals to
the massive section (96 pages) of ‘‘Annotations’’ that is
the real meat of the work. Then follow lists in which bib-
liographic references are given for each taxon, with su-
praspecific taxa being listed in the same sequence as the
first list and species taxa listed separately in alphabetical
order. Two pages are devoted to excluded taxa.

The alphabetical list of ‘‘synonyms’’ is where you find
out what the moss you always knew by another name is
called in this book as the result of the many new combi-
nations introduced here. This is followed by an alphabet-
ical list of Polish names. Inventing ‘‘common’’ names for
mosses has always struck me as an unrewarding activity.
Still, for the shared taxa, it might be amusing to compare
the Polish names with the Icelandic ones in Jóhannsson’s
bryoflora of Iceland if only someone could be found with
an intimate knowledge of Icelandic, Polish, and English.
A third alphabetic list consists of genera with an indica-
tion of the family in which each is placed in this work.
These three lists function more or less as indices, which
the book otherwise lacks. A list of abbreviations used for
authors of moss names that appear in this catalog gives
the author’s name in full, with year of birth and death. A
58-page bibliography precedes a list of ‘‘Taxonomic and
Nomenclatural Novelties.’’

The 17 new taxa proposed in this work comprise one
new genus (Diobelonella Ochyra for Dicranella palus-
tris), eight suprageneric taxa and eight infrageneric ones.
There are 10 new synonyms, mostly of infrageneric taxa.
By my count, there are a staggering 278 new combina-
tions, 178 of which are in the Grimmiaceae, mainly seg-
regates of taxa formerly included in Grimmia and Raco-
mitrium. There are also 51 new combinations in Campy-

lidium (ex Campylium or Campylophyllum), Hymenoloma
(ex Dicranoweisia), and Rosulobryum (ex Bryum). These
changes are fully discussed in the ‘‘Annotations’’ and are
extended to all the species within a given genus, so that
new combinations are made for species that occur far from
Poland, with consequences affecting nomenclature around
the world.

I don’t doubt that there will be considerable grumbling
about some of this. The old familiar Grimmia, for exam-
ple, had already been reduced by the removal of such
genera as Schistidium and Coscinodon prior to the very
recent revisions of the genus by Muñoz and Pando (2000)
and Greven (2003). With the ink scarcely dry on the latter,
Ochyra et al. divide the Polish species that Greven in-
cluded in Grimmia among Dryptodon, Guembelia, Hydro-
grimmia, Orthogrimmia, and Grimmia in its most restrict-
ed sense yet. They also recognize as full species two that
Greven synonymized. Greven (p. 6) stated that because of
morphological variability a world-wide key for the 93 spe-
cies of Grimmia that he recognized ‘‘does not work.’’ If
there are really multiple genera to be recognized among
these 93 species, one is compelled to ask ‘‘Why not?’’ A
lot of other toes of recent revisers have been stepped on
in this volume and it is safe to predict that some of the
changes promulgated here will not be embraced enthusi-
astically in all quarters.

Regardless, the ‘‘Annotations’’ are a mine of informa-
tion on the latest revisions of species, genera, and families
of mosses occurring in Poland, many of which are com-
mon to the rest of Europe and North America. Thus, this
book will be an extremely handy source for finding the
most up to date references for the characters, status, and
relationships of many well-known or widely distributed
taxa of mosses.

Someone will doubtless complain that such a regional
checklist is not a proper forum for so much innovation
and compilation, but given that the authors were con-
strained by circumstance to produce a list of Polish moss-
es, they can scarcely be faulted for not wishing to use a
classification that they believed to be inadequate. As a
result, instead of a pedestrian local catalog, they have pro-
duced a scholarly work of far-reaching consequence and
immense utility.
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