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Arthropoda, Crustacea, Decapoda, Anomura, Parapaguridae 

Paragiopagurus ventilatus LEMAITRE, 2004 

Size: Shield length 5.8 mm max. (male); 4.9 mm max. (oviger- 
ous female). 

Color: In life, shield and cephalic appendages cream with some 
faded pink areas. Chelipeds and ambulatory legs red or pink. 

Morphology: Gills biserial. Ocular acicles subtriangular, termi- 
nating in strong, simple spine (rarely bifid) with transverse stri- 
ae. Outer faces of basis and ischium of third maxillipeds, che- 
lipeds, and second and third pereopods, with plumose, bacte- 
riophore setae. Chelipeds markedly dissimilar; proportions and 
armature of right strongly affected by size and sex, with that of 
males considerably longer and more elongate than in females. 
Dactyls of second and third pereopods with irregular rows of 
spines on ventromesial margins. Propodal rasp of fourth pereo- 
pod with one row of scales. Anterior lobe of sternite XII (third 

pereopods) with bifid spine. Telson asymmetrical; posterior 
margin separated by broad, shallow cleft, into rounded projec- 
tions armed with few short, corneous spines often ventrally 
curved. Males lacking first pleopods; with unpaired rudimenta- 
ry left pleopod. 

Biology; Specimens collected by beam-trawl among other 
species newly described as mytilid and lucinid bivalves 
(BOUCHET & COSEL 2004), and numerous grapsid crabs (NG et 
al. 2000). At this area, diffuse gas seepage from the bottom. 
The specimens live in gastropod shells of the buccinid Siphona- 

lia. Probably not part of the "obligate" vent fauna. Ovigerous fe- 
males found in May 2001. 

Distribution: Okinawa Arc: Northeastern Taiwan, Tashi fish- 
ing grounds. 

1: Male in vivo; by courtesy of T. Yam Chan. 2: Female in vivo; by courtesy of T. Yam Chan. 
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