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PREFACE

This report is the result of research in the field while the author
was employed by the Qovernment of the Trust Territory as Anthropological
Field Consultant for the Marshalls District, August 1950 to August 1951 and
from October 1951 to the present date,

It is felt that the information obtained Will'bé.of immediate practical
value to those concerned with ¢ judication of land disputes and other analogous
problems.
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INTRODUCTION: LAND TENURE

Land in the Marshall Islands is placed in many categories, each
with its own descriptive nawe and rules of inheritance. The land is of
paramount importance to the Marshallese people whose agricultural economy
is based on copra production and much of whose diet comes from their land.
This land area is so small--74 square miles scuttered over 29 atolls ‘and
five islands throughout 375,000 square miles of ocean, that it is patently
 precious to its 11,000 inhabitants, each of whom is born with land rights.

The Marshallese system of land tenure provides for all eventualities
and tzkes care of the needs of all of the members of the Marghallese society.
Ho one need go hungry for lack of land from which to draw food. There are
no poor gouges or old peoples! homes in the Marshall Islands. The system
provides for all members of the Marshallese society; it is, in effect, its
soclal security. . ' .

The Marshallese have sn attitude of security which is wndoubtedly
due to a great degree to thelr gystem of land temure. Despite the fact
that they have seen three foreign powers take over their islands--Germen,
Japenese, and Awerican, they still have possession of most of their land,
unliike the unfortumate indigenes in many other areas of the world.

The present policy forbids sale of land to non-indigenes and, at
long last, steps are being taken to return lands cccupied by American forces
during the war and to pay retroactive rent for their use.

It is anticipated that former Japanese Government lands and land
selzed by the Japsnese for military installations will be made available for
the use of the Marshallese people. Other land needed for U.S5. military and
Civil Administration use, a relatively small amount, may be leased or pur-
chased from the owners. High level policy in regard this importsnt matter
is undecided, however, at this writing.

Although the Marshallese system of land tenure may seem overly com-
plex, it has developed to meet the needs of this particular group of people
and is an integral part of the culture. Any radical change by outsiders
would disturb the society and do irrveparable damage--as any student of social-
anthropolozy well Xnows.

Future administrators would do well to respect this system of adjust-
ment to the environment which the Marshallese people have evolved and should
allow any changes in the system of land tenure to come from within the culiture.
The U.S. Naval Administration, in accordance with the Trusteeship Agreement,
has on the whole respected indigenous customs and has not attempted to force
the Marshailese people into an American mould or to drastically modify the
culture. It is hoped that the future administrations will follow this wise
course.
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The typicel Marghallese land-holding or waito congists of a strip
of land stretchjng from lagoon to ocean and varying in size from aboul one
to five acres in extent. Each wato has 1ts own name and history.

Sometlmes the wato may be broken up into two or three wato(s) with
transverse boundary lines. The boundaries, kotan wilo are marked off by
lilies, red shrubs, or frequently by slashes on coconut trees. These markers
are called kakolle.

The extended family {(bwii) members may live on the _walo or merely
melkte copra on it and use its food resgources: coconuts, breadfruit, pandanus,
arrow root, taro (mainly in the Southern Marshalls) and fish from the ad-
Jacent marine areas, if they posgsess more than one wato as is usually the
case. On most of the islands, the people live cn their wato(s). The
gbtructures found are usually a cook nouse, ane, two, or three sleeping
houses, and a copra drying shed.

The houses are mainly constructed of native materials with sheet
netal and salvage lumber used in varying degrees throughout the islands.
The gleeping house area is covered with small coral stones from the beach--
donle in Ralik, iole in Radek. These serve ag drainage and prevent the
arez oromnd the house from becoming a morass during the rains. This per-
meable covering is renewed regularly by the women of the household. This
was the typlcal household arrangement prior to the coming of the foreign
regimes.

When the Geimans snd later the Japanese set up their capital at
Jabwor in Jaluit Atoll, people from all over the Marshalls were attracted
to the "Big City" for various reasons. Those who did not have land or
relatives in the atoll were forced to live ;n large “guest houses" each of
which accommodated as many as sixty people, i.e., Arno house, Wotje house,
Namu, Ailinlesplap, etc.--almost all the atolls. These were of wooden con-
struction-~ca. 40' x 60" in dimension. The traditional pattern of living
vwag changed by this congregation of people from different atolls in large
population centers.

Although the beehive metropolis of Jabwor was destroyed by American
bombers, the "guest house"--communal quarters type of dwelling, was per-
petuated on Majuro Atoll which became the new seat of government under the
American regime. Here, two large former Japsnese army barracks are used
by the Arno Atoll people and the northern Radek people respectively. Another
large house is known as the Mille house and used by the people from that
atoll. 5till another group composed of individuals of mixed Gilbertese-
British-German-Marshallese ancegtry, in varying combinations, occupy a group
of houges known as the "Gilbertese Village'.

The "villages" on Majuro and Kuajlen constructed by the Naval Ad-
ministration for its employees repregent another change in the traditional
pattern of life. The household routine remains relatively unchanged in the
nev type surroundings except that living is done in closer proximity than
before. Cook houses, bath houses, and benjo(s) are shared by all who live
in the communal houses and "CivAd Villages".
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The CivAd / Civil Administration_/ center of Majuro is atypical also
in that a "squatters'" town has arvisen on Jare] (Rita), one of the islends
adjacent to the GlvAd center. Many Marshallese,. attracted to the adminis-
trative ceater by much the same motives that attracted people to Jabwor in
the Japunese period, have occupied abandoned quonsets or have bullt houses
of their own of salvage material. A small quasi-"shanty town" has arigen on
the island, perpetuating the Japanese acculturative influence of Jabwor.
Spoehr gives an excellent account of an acculturated Marshallese community
in Majuro. (2).%

Aeide from a few atypical communities, the pattern of land usage
remains s it was before the advent of foreigners except, of course, that
the large villages have added stores, council houses, dispensaries, and

. church bulldings. The gystem of land tenurs end usufruct has changed but
slightly despite the acculfurative forces of three different regimes.

LAND USE

Members and associated members of the bwii (lineage) work the land,
clearing it of underbrush and performing other tasks necessary for the simple
type of agriculture practiced in these low-lying corel atolls with thelr
limited resources. In some instances people will be allowed to work land not
belonging to their lineage and when lineage members do not require its use,
i.e., vhen they have more lhan enough land for their own needs or want fo
help some less fortunate person. : '

The head of the lineage {alab) is in charge of the land and workers on
the land, and a share of the food produced on the land as well as a share of
the money received from copra sales is collected by him. The alab represents
his or her lineage in thelr relations with other members of the soclety, the
iroii, and, today, ac a member of the atoll council, vis-a-yis the represent-

~atives of the American administration.

The iroij (paramount chief) also receives a percentage of the money
received for each pound of copra produced on land in vwhich his suzerainty is
recognized.** This share varies, renging from 1 1/2 mills in part of Ralik to
1 cent in the Radak chain depending upon the amount of copra potential of the
atoll or island and the attitude of the people toward their ireij. "First
fruits" and a share of the food taken from the land and sea are also presented
to the ireoii, formally and informally. In Radak where the position of iroij
erik (little chief or king) still exists, the iroll elap gives that subordin-
ate intermediary a regular percentage of the money he has received from the
alab in return for gervices rendersd as his vepresentatbive over a certain area.

#* See Bibliography
it Bxcept on Ujilen Atoll, home of the displaced Enewetek people. The pattern
ig different here in that each of the two_iroij lablab has an island and a
wato of his own which he works with the help of the kajur. He does not receive
income from any other land. This same pattern was followed on Enewetak.
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Here we have a system of land use roughly analogous to the feudal

system of medieval Zurope ... a stratification of individuvals with reciprocal
duties and obligstions as well as privileges,

HECHAMICS OF DIVISICN OF COPRA SHARE

The cash crop, copra, is sold by the individual producers to the copra
buyer on the atoll or island or more often to the local general store which is
nsvally a cooperative enterpflsb ovmed by all or a large segment of the atoll
population. After the irolj share (uhlch varies) has been withheld by the
alab, his share, usually 55% of the total cash, is retained and the remainder
turned over to the drd jerbal ro (workers). The senior dri jerbzl under the
alab may keep all of The cash and give the other workers spending money, clothes,
food, etc. vhenever they need it, or he mey distribute the cash on a per capita
bagis to these who have actually made the copra. The former is the general
method of division of proceeds from copra sales,

Sometimes thz alab moy keep all of the proceeds less the iroij share
and allow the workers ©o Jo the same thing with the next copra sale. The workers
may also follow the same procedure rather than attempting to divide the monsy up
regulaviy with the alab, this be.ng especwally advantageous when there are a
large nuber of workers on a small piece of land.

Althouzh there are some deviabions from this pattern, the recognition of
the interests of irolj and alab are manifested by the general adherence to the
rayment of the share,

DEVIATIONS FRCII THE GENERAL PATTERN

The most notable exception to the general pattern of land tenure is the
atoll of Likiep owmad in fee simply by the descendants of two European advent-
wrers who purchased .the entire atoll from the iroli lablab of Northern Radak
{JURTAKA) in 1877, with all rights and privileges appertaining thereto.

The land is worked by these "mixed-blood! descendants and a Larger
group composed of descendants of the original inhabitants of the atoll and others
brought in from neighboring atolls, This latier group produced copra on a
share-~crop basis.

Relationships beftwean the two groupu have been strained for years,
the "owmers" complaining of absenteeism and non-production and the workers come
plaining of peonage and oppression. Investigationswere made of this situation,
and a working agreement was negotiated early last year. Conditions seem to have
been ameliorated; however, as was anticipated, complete mutual satisfaction and
accord do not prevail on Likiep today. This is a salient example of the problems
created by the intrusion and implementation of foreign concepts of land tenure
into an indigenous systane

Before the turn of this century, the twenty or more inhabitants of
Ujilalr Atoll were forced to leave thelr atoll forever to make room for a German
copra plantation, They went to Jaluit and Mewetak; their descendants are dis-
persed throughout the HHarshall Islands today,
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Large scale alienation of land occurred again during the post-World
War II period when the inlkabiltants of the atolls of Enewetak and Bikinl were
required to leave tlieir alolls which becume testing grounds for atomic warfare.
The Enewetak people, trensplented to the uninhabited tut much smaller atoll
of Ujilan, huve been able to meke a fairly successfui adjustment to a less-
favorable environment and huve modified their traditional land tenure system
in their new home. (See APPENDIX).

The Bikini people, on the other hand, have not been sble to make a
successful adjustment, due principally (in the opinion of this observer) to
unfavorable scological conditions., 4ill, their new home, is a small islend,
limited in lend area and lackilug the natural resdurces afforded by a lagoon
environment. %ili is isolated from the rest of the Marshalls many months of
the year dus to heavy sarf, saother factor for discontent.

The iend terurc pattern-on Kili differs markedly'from that which pre-
vailed on Bikini. A communal type of land tenure prevails in which the former
iroli lablab (king, of Bikind is not recogaized.

he ‘traumstic exodus, the Ilimited land area, the personalities of the
dvoii duvolved and his aelr, ill-advised statements bty outsiders, wnd errone-
ous press releaseg, were some of the factors respongible for discontent and
change in the socic-econcmic puttern.

The gensral attitude of everyone concerned at this writing is one of
insecurity wnd dissatisfaction. This unfortunate situation aside from its
obvious aspect of e trausplentcd group in the throes of adjustment to a new
environment is another ercellent example of sudden change in a socio-economic
system brought about primarily by exbternal forces., For a detailed report on
the removal of the Bikinil peovnie, see Mason, L., (1).

INHERITANCE PATTERN

The Marshallese system of inheritence of clan membership and of land
rights (o1l of lzZuoren-kzabijukinen land and most types of burij in aje) is
matrilinesl. Linevage (Lwij) wembers trace descent from a comuon ancestress
(alab) for the purpose of claiming land rights. The original lineage normelly
hag been split intc associate lineages or pwij descended from sisters. These
associate buli are known as the older Hwij--bwij exrito or jiob, middle bwii--
bwii 3olob (all intermediate bwij ere known as bwij ioicb no matter how many

“there are), and younger bwii--bwii. erikick, etc., according to the relative ages
of the commun ancestresses who belonged to the same clan (Jjowi).

Initially the senior sibling in the bwij--bwij sritto is alab or bwij -
leader followed by all of her surviving brothers and sisters in chronological
order. After all of these siblings heve been glab, the next generation, person-
ified in the oldest child of the eldést female, becomes gleb and is in tum
succeedec by hls or her siblings in chronological order. This pattern of
succession continues in one maternal line of descent until the line bsconmes
extinct; in this case, the next associate hwil in order of sgeniority will in-
herit the "alabship" and rights in a particular piece of land or lands. Every
Marshaliese 18, as masy be seen, a potential aisb.




THE IDEAL INHERITANCE PATTERN OF LAND RIGHTS
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Figure 2.
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Althongh theoretically, relative age is the determining factor in
succession to the position of leadership, actually a younger brother will
agssume all of the duties and responsibilities of the position from an older
sister vho by virtue of senlority is alab. He will become alab "de facto™
but she will vemain alab "de jure" and will be respected and deferred to as
alab, Her brother will bring her the alab'(s) share of the produce of the
land but will relieve her of all of the burdensome duties connected with the
position, e.g., iroij Kabuas Kold of R31ik has three older sisters, but he
asgumed the alpb position because he is a man. After he dies, his older
sister remeining will sssume the position of glab, followed by her eldest
child, in the pattern previously described.

Males assume this trusteeship popition; are alsb first unless the
-women are very strong or have no male relatives to tale over for them. If
.the male who inherits the glab vosition is too old, feeble, or otherwise
incompetent, the next in line of succession will assume the responsibilities
of ‘the alab- willl be in effect, the representative or regent for the glab.
The alab w111 be recognized ¢nd honored as such by his ovn pecple, however,
if the whole bwii (maternal lineege) becomes extinet (bwii elot) which has
happened, e.g., Ralik iroil, the alab or iroij positions may be inherited
patrilineally for the one generation, from fathers to sons and daughters in
chronologlcal order as described previously, after which they pass in mitri-
lineal line of succession. Thig is the ldeal pattern of iInheritance and is
recognized a8 the mantin &ilin kein (the Marshallese custom) and is followed
in the main. waever, as in other cultures, the custom is sometimes honored
in the breach. Deviation from the accapted custor ‘is the basis of disputes,
several of which are burning issues on various atolls today.

PATRILINEAL USUFRUCT RIGHTS

Although land rights, with - very few exceptions are inherited through
the maternal lineage, individuals are not excluded from usufruct: rights in
thelr paternal lineage land. Even though an- individual may never become
leader alab on his father's linecage land (unless the entire paternal bwij and
all essoclated bwij become extinet), he does have the right to live and work on
hig father's land. These ugse rights are inherited patrilineally by succeeding
generations, each of which has a ﬁescrlptive name. (The same terminology is
used for titles of individuals of ircij descent to indicate the amount of
royal "blood" possessed by the individuvwal ‘title holder.)

Ist generation of aJrl (chxldren) of Lhe paternal buli-byirak

2nd generation " lalibiib
3rd generation " M " ’ UL Jibtok

4Lth generation ¥ * n nonooo Jiblok

5th generation o L L jibhotto
6th generation * L oo ilbbinarstto
Tth generation " * " nwonooon tibjer

The gjri are allowed to live on and use their paternal land if they are
cooperative and do thelr share of the work. Shirkerg and trouble makers and
thoge who do not give the alab his copra share or refuse to make ekkan, etc.,
mey be removed by the alab of the particular land involved, however. These
rights may be extended to include the seventh generation, iibjer, but are
usually taken advantage of only as far as the fifth generation; the ajri rights
become weaker with each succeeding generation and are absolutely concluded with
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the seventh generation, 1ibisr , which translated means "depart from glory".

Individuals ususlly ferego their usufruct rights on the paterneal land
before many generations have pessed. They are usually satisfied with the use
of thelr maternal bwij lands and their spouse's lineage lands.

This system operates to egualize land rights, prevent over-crowding
and serves primarily to strengthen the in-group feeling among relatives.

ADOPTIVE RIGHTS

Adoption of childien or ¥okaiirird (v. and n.),(rough translation: "look
out for the child") has always been a common practice in the Marshalls. Adop-
tion here, however, does not mean alienation of the child from his biological
parents-ag it usuelly does in our culture. The Marshallese child becomes a
part of snother extended family group but also retains hls ties, emotlonal and
otherwige, with the biologlcal parents and other bwij relatives. The child
may reside with elther the foster or biological parents, or with both at
different neriods, as is usually the case. This pattern of extended relation-
ships obviously makes for a greater degree of emotional securlty ag far as the
adopted child is concerned.

An adopted child, kékaiiriri, is dlgo descrlbed as kanni lviien (rough
trenslation: Ystomach iooa"), i.e., the ¢hild will be eating the same food as
his foster father and from the same land; i.e., hé is intimately connected with
his foster father.

Adopted children are allowed the right to work on and enjoy the benefits
derived from the land with the permission of the alab and the bwij.

Kekajariri may remein on the lend after the foster parent dies. The
children of the kGkajariri also-kave rights in the land which become progres—
sively weaker with ensulng generations. These zlghta must aiso be confirmed
by the alab.

The adopted child pessesseés much the samé rights-as the biological child-
ren except that he may only become glab of land of the bwij into which he hag
been adopted upon the extinction of all bwii reletives. A case is now pending
on Mejuro in which an adopted son of an alab now deceaued the lasgt of her bwij
(bwii eo elot), claims to be glab of his foster mother's wij lands. His claim
has been contested by other relatives of the deceased alab.

In addition to the rlghts acquired by adoption, the kaaJarlrl also re-
teins his birthright in his bwij land. The adopted child is also under obiig-
ation to his foster parents &nd regards them as jemma (father) or jind (mother)
as the case may be, glving them the same resvect and loving care in their old
age that is owed and given the biological pavents, e.g., "A'" was adopted by "BY
and his wife when he wag a small child, in 1899. The biological father and
mother of "A"™ went fto another igland in 1904 and remained there for eight
nonthsg; during this time "BY cared for his adopted son. The father of MA" built
2 house nearby his own home for M™A" and his foster parents with whom the latter
lived most of the time even after his father and mother returned from their irip.
He was not alienated from them or any other of his blOlOglCdl relatives, however,
ut retained o close. relatlonshlp with them.
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In the ensuing decades, "A" and "B" meintained a close father and son
relationship., YA" recently brought his now aged foster father to live with
him on Majuro and has assumned the responsibilities for his care although “BY
hag four grown children of his own. This one example shows the differences
in Marshallese and Western concepts of adoption.

Individuals who possess the inherited rights in their bwili land have un-
questioned usufruct rights and may even bacome alab. Ajiri or those who
possess paternal rights are considered to have less rmghb in the land. Xoka-
jardri, adopted children, ure considered to have Lewer rights thon the
members of the bwij or the ajiri.

UBUFRUCT RIGHTS ACQUIKRED BY MARRIAGE

. Residence after marriage ls neither strictly patrilocal or metrilocal,
nor is there a regular periodic bi-local residence pattern as in parts of Mela-
nesia. A man may live ond work on the bwij land of hig spouse or vice versa.
Matrilocal residence, however, is considered more desireble in view of
the tact that the interests of the offspring are bound cloger to the maternal
bwiji land, where someday they may‘become a330 and where t“ey possess Mreal¥
dri je rbai rights.

Marshalliese have been marrying into other atoll groups for centuries,
This process has become progresgively accelerated with improved trensgportation
and commumnication. Opportunities for marriage cutside of the home atoll have
increaged tremendously and today many Marshallese possess land rights in wide-
ly separated areas throughout the Marshalls. This, of course, has done & great
deal to break down atoll ethnocentrism.

If a merried couple should reside on the wifels bwii lond and the wife
should pre-decease her husband, the hugband Liag the right to remaln on the land
providing there are children; in that case, the widower may not be evicted even
if the glab should so desire. The offspring {who have a vested interest in
thelr bvij land) laok out for their father's welfare and help him to remain on
the land.

If there are no offspring, the widower does not have a real claim and the
alah may evict him or allow him to remain at his discretion. Ihe latter course
is usvwally followed unless the widower is a trouble meker or shirks his res-
ponsibilities. Informents huve never heuard of a widower or widow being evicted
from their deceased spouses’pwij land. In most cases, the in-laws want them to
remain. If a widower should remarry to someone outside his deceased wife's
buij, they btoth may remain on the land, at the discretion of the alab, but this
is not usually done.

WILLS— KALLIMUR (WILL OR PROMISE)

In pre-contact times the iroij would, if they felt that their demise
was imminent, call their people together and name their successor, normally
following the accepted cuctom of inheritance.
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The CGermen government started to register wills and the Japanese govern-
nent insisted that everyoue, irolj end kaiur alike, should make a properdy
registered and documented will. This edict vas complied with in the main
during the Japsnese occupation but fell into abeyance after the Japanese vere
expelled from the Marshalls. Since thut time only a few individuals, mostly
iroij. have executed written wills.

RENTALS

The concept of rentel of land or housss was non-existent aboriginally.
This concept was inbroduced by foreigners who wished to acquire sites for thedr
commercial ventures, and who did so.

Transactions of this type involving Marshallese alone have been very rare.
In fact, only oue such case is operative today. This case occurred very recent-
ly and has political wotivations rather than a mere desire for monetary gain.

The land invoived had been rented previously to a Japsnese entrepreneur.
Interestingly enouzh in theée recent dispute, the alab involved, in pressing her
claim for rent, made the distinction between land used for business purposes
{bakery and storse) and that part of her land being used for dwelling purposes.
Rentals were demanded for land falling in the former category only.

An individual who has obtained the alab'(s) permission to eresct a house,
etc., not on his own bwij land may from time to time voluntarily bring food to
the alab of that land. However, the concept of rent “per:rse, is not implied.#

FNCLAVES
TREES (lan)

Individval trees may be given to a person outside of the bwij by the
alab. Nearly every wato on Majuro has trees (coconub mostly) that have been
gset aside for Protestant Church use. There are also many gifis of this kind
on Arno and Ebon and other, but not all, of the atolls. Many of the government
schools have received trees also. Trees are called ni kin (coconut tree) or
nd k3n {breadfruit tree}, etc., depending on the Lype of tree. The affix kin
meang trae or stump. ‘ '

Only the recipient may use the produce of the tree involved. He may
give the alab or others permission to use the tree in his absence, however.
A gift of this sort may revert to the donor upon the demise of the recipient,
(it is considered a transaction between two individuals) or the recipient may
be allowed to retain the kan at the discretion of the alab.

#  See ADDENDUM
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TARO PATCHES (sing. bwil; pl. bwil ko)

A Ywil or taro pateh within a wito may be given to individvals ouisgide
of the bwij or it may be retained within the bwij, at the discretion of the
alab. An example of ‘the different categories of bwil which may be found on
one vabo moy be seen on Eram wBlto on Ebon Atoll, one one of the southern Marshalls,
where the largest amount of taro is to be found. Vizs 1. One bwil is assigned
as iroii bwil (bwil sn ireij). It is tended and cleared by the dri dri jerbal but
is not harvegted except when the bwij makes speclal gkkan (ar m&glgj—"our
(bwii) alone®, to the iroij. The ] pwll produce is not used for any other pur-
pose, and,byél,gg irolj ere inherited by the heir of the ircij.

2. One bwil assigned to "AY who is a kOkajariri (adopted child); she
tends the taro patch and harvests the taxo Tor the use of herself and fanily.
The alab will not touch this tarc pateh; if he should do so {cultivate it, ete.),
it would imply that he wished to evict the person to whom i1t had been assigned.
(This is also true of land in general). A new alab will subtly signify his
approval of previous agsignments to bwil and will ratify same by saying to the
incumbent: "I would like a basket of taro from your hwil."

3. Another kwil was assigned to "B" and his brothers. Before the turn of
the century, "B" had been born into a lineage holding Eram yato. At that time,
male and female twins were considered as being incestuous, having spent the pre-
natal period in juxtaposition--within thelr mother's womb. "BY was, wniortun-
ately, one of thege. According to custom, his twin sister was allowed to live
("to become alab") and "B" was buried alive. He wes exinmed immediately, how-
ever, by & pitying neighbor who reared him as her kSkejiriri {adopted child).
When "B" had grown to young menhood, "C%, his female cousin, invited him back
to the bwiil londs. She had ottpndba the Prote tent Mission School on Kusale
" and disapproved of the rejection of "B" Ly their lineage. "O" was the senlor
female in her lineage and next in line to be alsb, consequently wvery powerful
end much respected. "C" allocated a pwll and the gri jerbal rights in two of
thelr bwii wito(s)to "B". Although "BY could never become zlab because of the
"incestuous“ clreumstences of his birth, he was tacitly sccepted within his

wij by the other bwij members. When "B" died, hig bwil was inherited by his
Son vho holds the use ilghts to it today.

4. There are six other bwil or Lram wdto, the tarc of which is used by .
the dri jerbal of the wEto. An alab may reserve all of the bwil for himself to
be used for gkkan., In this case the dri jerbal will not use the produce from .
the taro patch unless the alab gives them explicit permission. This is not the

case on Eram wato, however, the aleb allows the drd jerbal free access to the |
buwil which was not true of some of his predecebsorp.

5. Another type of bwill 1s that which is exchanged for another bwil or a
good breadfruit tree {md kggl This is usually done to cement ties of friendship
and marriage, e.g., about thirty years ago a bwil on Eram was given to "C", a
men wao had merried into the bwij, in exchange for a VYreadfrult tree located on
"C"1g bwii land. The taro fyom this particular bwil was considered to be the
property of this individual and respected ag such. bonverbelyg the fruit from
the particular breadfrait tree was considsred 4o be the exclusive property of
the alab and people of Eram.

About nine years ago, "CY commenced "stealing™ the breadfruit from the
tree and later signified his desire to regain his former property by climbing
the tree and openly stripping it of dits fruit. This angered the people of Eram,
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who felt that "C" had broken tradition end affronted them by teking bread-
fruit from the tree while continuing to use ‘the bwil and then seeking the
return of the tree (which was a very good one).

6. Temporary usufruct rights: a section of a taro patch may be
allocated as a source of fuod for people who are visiting an island for a
short while (this is not an outright gift), e.g., Namrik Atoll people visiting
their children who were attending the Japanese Govelnment School at Ebon were
afforded this priviiege.

7. Gift, as kitre to one's wife: taro patches oy be given by a man to
his wife as kitre. There are some instences of this on Ebon, Likiep, and
Mejil, ete. Permission of the alab and bwij must be obtained before a bwil
mey be given as kitre. Failure to do this may cause serious disputes, e.g., on
Mejij, an iroij who had worked a taro patch without any assistance from his
relatives gave the pwil to his wife as kitre three years before he died. This
was done without conpuEtlng his bwij. After he dled, his byij contested this
gift. The dispute was finally settled amicably & fGW‘months agoe. The buil
agreed to allow the childless widow to use the bwil until she dies, at which
time it will revert to the buij. The bhwij mey allow the decendants of a woman
who received kitre to retain possession of the taro patch involved. Non-Mejij
Marshallese who heard of this case stated that the women's byij is entitled to
possession ol this bwll according to custom.

REED" RIGHTS

Throughout the Marshalls the reefs were claimed by the iroij =s emo or
perbondl property if the fishing was good around them. The ireij would declare:
"har in buruan.® (My own reef) or else "Wur in iroij" (reef of the iroij). After
this tabu was instituted, no one else was permitied to fish thal particuler reef
on penslty of deabh or expulblon from his land. In 1934 the Japanese authorities
"broke the tabu® by declaring the reefs open to everyone. From then on everyone
vho so desired has utilized these onece forbldden fishing grounds.

Thege reef areas were usually near the entrance to the lagoon where fish
are especially plentiful, e.g., within Arpo Atoll about one half mile from the
shore of Malel Island lies a reef called "Moen". This reef is the habitat of
many tuna and other fish which feed around it. The tabu described previously
applled here also. The reef fishing on Ebon is very good, several isolated
reefs are the habitat of a large fish “ellok“, vhose flesh is considered par-
ticularly good. There were five wur in iroij here: Tokdinbarao, Hodrenlap-—-
(translation:. big reef)}, Tokimkil, “Furuan Lewoj--{translation: Lewoj, an old
Ebon iroij, wents the reef), and Neminaujedr.

" These choice fighing spots were regerved for the irpij lablab alone as
previously degeribed. Other people were afrald to disobey the tabu until it
was lifted by governmental edict. Omall islands were also occasionally
tabooed, e.g., Kaben, a small island with a few trees on it on Wotto Atell,
was taken by tne iroij for his personal use because of the abundance of coco-
nut erabs on it.

Cn Likiep Atoll a stretch of beach on ﬁhe main island extending from
the gite of the Catholic Mission to the Northern tip of the island, a distance
of about 2000 meters, was forbidden territory. It was smo to fish within thirty
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yords of the shore along this avea, which is the habitat of large schools

of toun (mackerel). The "owers" of Likiep considered themselves as iroij
and instituted this prohibition in Cerman times. Here again the tabu is not
enforced today. Rmo (forbidden) fishing sites were in existerce on every
atoll.

FISHING RIGHTS

According to custom, the property rights extended out to the area
where people stood, usually waist deep, in orvder to fish with a pole. Momo
and rijo were the fish commonly sought. These rights belonged exclusively to
the lineage, bwij, vhose land holding, wite, bordered the marine area.

This custom continued until 1934 when the Japanese authorities declared
that all marine areas, up to the high water mark, belonged to the Japanese
governuent., Mavshallese informants believe that this change was made in order
to allow the Japenese to claim logs, barrels, lumber, and other items of flot-
sam and jetsam. These objects were highly prized in this ares where heavy
timber was scarce and especially so in pre-contact days when metal was only
obtainable from the above mentioned sources.

The iroii lablab of the particular area into which these materials
drifted cleimed exclusive rights to them. The loss of royal prerogatives and
attendant revenue was, of course, resented by the jroij, who were powerless to
prevent it, however. This break with tradition has continued under the
Americen trusteeship and is apparently accepted by everyone today.

GAME RESERVES-~'"BIRD ISLANDGH

The Northern Radek atolls of Bikar, Boksk (Taongi), Toke, the island
of Jemo, and the islands of Erik and Imij in Erikub Atoll have been used from
time immemorial as geme reserves. These areas are the habltat of myriads of
sea turtles and nesting fowl. Periodically, turtles and turtle eggs, birds
and their eggs were taken, as described later (see emo).

Due to the scarcity of water supply, these islands have never been
regularly inhabited. The Germens used this fact to justify the seizure of the
atolls of Bikar and Bokak as govermnment property. The Japanese took them over
with all the other German government properties. They were not exploited by
elther foreign power, however, and the Marshallese from Northern Radak have
continued to utilize their resources.

Lafimoj, the iroij lablab of northern Radak, whose ancestors owned the
two atolls, claims personal title to Bikar and Bokak as mo lend and has stated
that the German claims were invalid. This writer agrees with the Marshallese
position that land used as & source of food supply, etc., should not be alien-
ated from its owners merely because it is not regularly inhabited and cultivated.

It is recommended that the United States Government withdraw all claims
to Bikar and Bokak in favor of the Marshallese who feel thet they have never
legally lost their rights in then.
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INDIGENOUS ATPITUDES TOVARD THE LAND

Lend is considered to be the most valuable asset to the Marshallese who
are so dependent upon it for their day-to-day existence. Land disputes have
been and still are the cause of aluwost all family schisms. People are always
plotting to obtain more land, by marricge today and by warfare, marriage, and
black magic in the past.

Black megic, ekabel, was sometimes used to kill off the older members
of the lineage, particularly in- the case of the iroij bwij: '"Hubrub fon ro
nejin® (destroying the obstacle to her children), i.e., removing the obstacle
(person) to her children's succession to land rights. A non-relative is always
asked to meke the magic. It is believed that the illuness or death sought for
the enemy wiil "boomerang! and also-afflict the person who performs the magical
rites if he or she is related to the proposed victim of black magic. According
to. informants, ekabel, is sometimes performed today.

Land is regarded as sacred "something to fight for and die for" and has
been, as far ag may be ascertained, sold or given away to outsiders only because
of fear of either physical or woral force. A salient example of this attitude
was obgerved recently £t Majuro. A rumor had been circulated to the effect that
the United States Government was planning to reimburse the owners of the land
upon which the administration functions are located by giving them pleces of
former Germen-Japanese government lands located in Majuro and nearby atolls.
This rumor created a tremendous amount of anxiety, insecurity, and distrust on
the part of the individuals concerned. This writer was deluged with queries as
to the validity of the rumor. The concensus of opinion of the Marshallese in-~
volved was: "We will never willingly accept any other land in exchange for our
lineage lands." : S

They will not willingly accept complete alienation of their land. The
individual Marshallese is fully aware of the particular categories into which
his lineage lands fall and what rights he possesses in them. Genealogies, both
royal and commoner, are traced back in some cases ten or more generations and
many of thewm have been written down, are carefully preserved by their owners,
and used as evidence to support claims in Jand disputes.

The younger generation of Marshsllese, however, those under thirty or so
years of age, as a whole are not fully cognizant of the less basic concepts and
customs of land tenure. : '

CONCEPTS OF LAND OWNERSHIP

‘In the pre-contact period, the iroij lablab (the senior ranking member of
the senior lineage of the ruling clan (Jjowi) was the acknowledged owner of all
the land and moveable property in his realm in a socio-economic system roughly
analogous to the feudal system of medieval Western Europe or closer at hand, to
the social gystem of pre-contact Polynesian cultures with the recivrocal rights
and obligations of all classes within the framework of the society. The sub-
jects of the iroij could not be evicted from the land without good reason, how-
ever, {mainly for offenses against the iroij himself), and their rights were as
a rule, respected by the iroij. The more commoners (kaiur )an iroij had in his
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realm, the more power he possessed--a large reservoir of humen beings to draw
upon for labor and warfare. (The word kajur itself weans power). It was there-
fore manifastly incumbent wupon the iroil to treat his subjects with consider-
ation and retain their loyalties.

A regular channeled tribute system, ekksn, was adhered to by the sub-
jects of the iroij. In the latter part of the nineteenth century with the
development of copra as the cash crop, the share of the iroiij and the people
who produced the copra wag established. (See LAKD USE)

The concept of ireij ownershin of the land apparently continued and was
unquestioned until Japanese times, prior to World War IX. At that time the
Japanese Introduced the concept that the iroij owned the land and the kajur
owned the trees growing uoon the land. This was probably done to facilitate
acquisition of the land needed for military pase® and installations.

Some informsnts believe that the new concept was a result of Japanese
misundergfarding snd jumping at conclusions. It is alleged that when the
Japanese offlcialg queried as to who planted the trees, the Marshallese replied:
"The kajur did: The Japenese then supposedly assumed that the trees were the
propoerty of the kajur who had planted them. As a corollary, we may logically
assume that the ircij upon being questioned, informed the Japanese that the
Lland belonged to the ireoii, as per custom.

This foreign concept of separate ownership title to the land and of all
of the trees growing upon the land was implimented by the Japanese officilals
who peld some of the iroil and alabfs) involved for land and trees respectively.
The foreign concept of division of ownership plug the fact that the foreigners
beginning with the Germans had supplanted the irpij as the supreme suthorities
were undoubtedly contributing factors to the gradual shift of orientation which
hes continued to the present time and which was accelerated by the social dig-
ruption attendent upon World Wer II and the American invasion and occupation of
the Marshalls. The concepts of M"libertiy", "freedom", and "democracy" were free-
1y disseminated by the new rulers without, it is believed, adequate definition
or explenation. This further contributed to change in attitude in regard to
gocilo-aconomic concepts on the part of a segment of the population especially,
as might have been expected, on the younger eleuent who were in closest contact
with the Americans.

The general attitude today in regard land vights (as far as this writer
has been able to determine) is one of joint ownership of land rights with the
iroij possessing certain rights and the kajur possessing other rights in the
land, holding these vights as e member of a lineage (bwij) in common with the
other bwij members.

The general concensus of opinion seems to be that the Japanese concept
was an artificial one and that the trees cannot be separated from the land.
The concept of joint ownership of land rights is sironger in Ralik thaen in the
Radak Chain, probably because the tyue iroij heve become extinct with a few ex-
ceptions 1n R&lik while the true iroij still flourish throughout the Radak
Chain. » .

The prevailing opinion was exempiiiied by the actions of the last
"Mershallese Congress", where representatives of the mass of the population,
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the "House of Asgembiy", met with the 1Lo;l, "House of Iroij". At that time,
this matter was debated at length. The iroij declared that they owned all of
the land and were upheld by a small percentage of the older kajur. However,
the najority, young and old, disagreed, stating that the land is owned by
everyone. '

A small anti-Llroi] sentiment exists today, largely composed of younger
men most of whom have been closely associated with Japanese and Americens.
These individuals (none of whom are organized as a group) are anti-iroij only
in the sense that they are opposed to deferring to certain individual iroij.
They are not ageingt the institution of ircij per se. In fact, the desire to
retein the economic prerogatives of the iroij for themselves is the principal
motivation for their deviation from the norm.

At the other end of the pole are, of course, the iroil and their ad--
herents, most of whom are the older and more conservabtive element. It is anti-
cipated that the iroij position, "where disputed” will become correspondingly
weaker o this older and more conservative eiement dies out.

It is hoped that the administration will continue the "lalssez faire!
policy insofar as possible in regerd to the land rights situation. Any dis-
agreements may be brought before the District Court if the disputants them-
gselves fail to reach en amicabls asgreement. (This is the current aveilable
mechenism for settlement of land disputes of which there are many.) However,
at this writing, only one case invelving lend rights has been brought before
the District Court. -Apparently the Marshallese are wary of legal processes
that are outside of the local culture pattern snd are reluctant to bring the
highly dmportant problem of land rights before an outgider. This writer has
personal knowledge of many instances where land disputes have been channeled
through to the traditional authorities rather then through the alien

imerican mechanism for hendling these problems.

The administration should not support one group or the other invelved
in land disputes; but should remain neutral offering advice to all sides if
requested. This obvlouqu requires z great deal of “tight wire walking", so
to speak, but it ie¢ abgsolutely necessary if the govcrnmng authorities are to
have the confidence of everyone and accomplish their mission. The Marshallese
are watching every move that the Administration makes regarding land matters.
Any ill-advised move by the adminlstration might very well upset the present
balance, causing any of thoge vwho maey be uncertain end wavering in their
attitudes to follow the administration's lead. It is, therefore, obviously
necessary for the administration to treat all situations involving land rights
with the wimost discretion. These problems should be worked out by the
Marshallese people themselves with the minimum of American interference and that
only vwhen absolutely necessary.

CATEGORIES OF LAND
‘Land is divided into three general categories:
A. lamoren or Kabijukinen (rough translation: old "family land").

B. HNinnin (llterally. "nurse from the breast!)--land allocated by
a parent to offsprlng. '
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C. Imonaje (burdi in gje)-—(Literally: "divided land!).

The terms lamoren snd kebljukinen are applied to the same type of land,
the ancestral lund holdings of the maternal bwij; however, there is a ghade
of difference of meening in the two berms. Lamgren (literally: "old stone",
from the 1&--Bbeach. stones", pebbles;, placéd avound the home site, inside and
out) refers to the ancestral land (earth) itself, while kabijukinen or birbir
(foundation) as it is sometimes called, has a poetic connotation of deep
affection and sentiment and is used in much the game way on a larger sczle,
ag the Japanese sometimes describe their homeland by the word "Yamato" rather
than the more commonly used "nippon" or as the Irish refer to "the ould sod%,
the Russlans to "Mother Russia®, etc. The majority of land holdings in the
Marshall Islands belong to this category. -

Burii in aje (imon aje) is the descriptive term for land that was given
by the iroii for outstending services in war and peace time. Many types of
land are included in this general category each with its own descriptive name.

With the end of local warfare {during the German period) gifts of land
regulting from warfare, i.e., maruiinkol, waenbwe, etc., ceased. Other buriji
in aje such as rewards for magic, medicine, and navigation, etc., are made very
rarely today. Ninnin (lend given by a parent to an offspring) is still made
occagionally today, however. :

BURLJ IN AJE ~ IMOWAJE - DIVIDED LAWD

Itonaje (Ralik and Radak) is land given to a person who helps the iroij
by nursing, bringing food, eic., makes medicine, etc. The iroij may glve food,
mats, rope, etc., instead of land. This is imown as mveien kalotlot {(goods for
nursing) or aweien tiriamo (goods of sorrow) end is given by the ilroij only,
to anyone. The 1rgij may meke imonsje to e kejur, either glab or dri jerbal;
no one else may do s0.

In the old days tvo men remained with the wife of the iroij at all times
in the capacity of wetchmen or body guards. One remained outside at all times-—-
escorted the iroij's wife, brought food to her, etc. This functionary was .
called dri jutek loto (tronslation: “men who stends by the iroii's room).

These men received imonaje land for their services. They were related to the
Aroi] on the father's side; they were last in succegsion and least likely to
try to kill the iroij to gain his position; therefore, the most trustworthy.

An informant acted as drd jutek loto for the late jroij lablab Murjil of
northern Radak ca. 1916 to 1919. He is a cousin to the said Murjil on the
paternal side. IHis food was given to him by the irolj. He carried a knife with
him at all times Wut was never forced to use it. Informant stated that he had
to stay awake on guard against pessible attack many nights because of trouble
between two jroij--Murjil and Tonuia, ireij of Airck (Maloslap). This trouble
lasted for about one year. o S :

The person nursing the iroilj as & baby is known as the dri-jubak lomalal;
this person belongs to an jirolj bwii, one of whose members has the honor of
belng the dri-jutaek lomalal. The dri~jutak loto position goes to a brother or
son like regular paternal inheritance, in order of seniority. The iroij alvays
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chooses the women lie wants as wet nurse for his children from his bwi] or
that of his father, vhelther iroij or not.

Land was alvays given for these services; informant received land for
his services. He became aleb and receives the iroii erik share now but is
not a reel ireij erik, and he is not called by that title. There are no
positions or title of this kind now, dri-jutak, ete. After iredld Murjil
died (during the middle phase of the German occupation), these positions
became extinct. .

The offices were continued during the life time of the incumbents, from
youth until their health failed and ithey were unable to discharge the duties of
their positions. A4t that time, the ireij instructed the outgoing dri-jutak
loto or dri-jutak lomelsl to name the successor--gomeone he trusted in his
bwlj or on his paternal side as the ease might have been.

Burii in aie is aiso used o describe land given by the iroij to refugees
from an arsa devastated by typhoon, drought, tidal wave, etc. The iroij or
leroij might allocate lend to their respective spouses as burdl in ale.

Inheritance Pattern:

The recipient of purij in aie, imon aje may-either assign it to his
bwij or to his children, as he so desires. In the latter case, all of the
children will share in the use rights of the said land. The eldest of the
children will become aizb ag per the customary matrilineal inheritance pattern.

The decision as to future disposal of ‘the land may then be made by the
alab in the succeeding generations. The land may be retained within the bwij
or divided again between the siblings. It is alleged that in most cases, the
land is retained within the bwij.  Siblings vsually cooperate with each other
in this matter "because they all shared the same breasth.

Jikin Kolotlot--Tmon Kolotiot-~Jemlok {The Ending) is land given for
nurging or caring for ireij or alab when ill., Given on death bed ususlly or
prior to death when person is becoming old. Gift must be approved by the
iroij elan. The recipient may be a medicine man (dri vno) who nursed the
donor of the land, e.g., when iroij Tobo was ill on Arno in 1950, meny people
gathered about him, as is the custom; some of them brought food to him, carried
him to the outhouse, bathed him, etc. His dri uno remained near him at all
times dvring his long illness. This functions as a sort of Ysick care insurance".
Land of this type is passed down through the bwij. During the German period,
Kwier Island on Kwajalein Atoll was allocated to Leanmo as Jikin kolotlot by
iroij Jeimata and his half-sister, Libetok, upon the death of the former jiroij
lablab Leit. (See NOTE).

NOTE: -

1. Hen in kolotlot is personal property; clothing, fish hooks, money,
etc., not belonging to &ll share holders of the land. The money, etc., is given
to the eldest child to divide among the siblings. Adopted children are not
included. Money may not be glven to an outsider "becesuse this creaies disputes”
as informants have explained. A men may leave a house, cistern, etc., to his
(NOTE continued on p. 18) : o




"IMON AJE®, "BURIJ IN AJEY

#TROIJ LABLABM

A

B {Original Recipient)

l Alab (Eldest Sibling)

g8, 5550

4/ ?

I IT
Bwij of B Children of B

"IMON AJBY "BURIJ IN AJE" (divided land) may be allocated to either
"bwij" (I) or children (II).

Figure 3.
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Imon Ato (Ralik), Montutu (Radak) (come ashore to get lend)--land, not
an islend, given to a person who adopts, nurses, guards, and cares for the
child of an iroli, gives him special anoinitment (kokabit) with coconut oll,
etec. The guardian (kwor) may be either a man or & women and his or her bwi]
become kwor elsc. Any member of this bwi] may correct the child of the ireil
when he wisbehaves, by beating him and pulling his hair (usually very tabu)

~and may stop him from fighting; i.e., they are in the position of parents to
the child of the ircij, whom their bwij member has nursed. The ireij provides
food for the child and the guardian. When the child has grown up, his iroij
father gives the land to the guardian (kwor). Someone other than the wife of
the iroilj nursed the children of the iroij. People vied for this respected
and lucrative position.

Enen Tubu--an island given for the above services.

The person who recelves this type of land may allocate a portion of it
to his chilldren who will have dri jerbal rights only and may not become alsb
unless their father's bwii becomes extinct. These dri jerbal (worker) rights
are inherited by their children, but the lend (enen tutu and montutu} as a whole
belongs to the bwij of the original recipient and is passed on through this
bwij.

Jikin In Kokabit--land used as a special place in which to give magical
medical treatment. It is forbidden land {emg), @ restricted area. The bwirak
(noble) children of the iroij use the area, not the ircij. This is one of the
devices used to enhance the prestige of the bwirak; as an informent explained:

Everyone knows who the iroij is; he does not need as much mo as hils
bwirak offspring.”

The jikin in kokabit is usually a small island, but it may be a small
plece of land. In either case, the land area is not large enough to till.
This land may belong to amy individual but may not be ussed or even walked on
by the "owner". The purpose of these tabus is to prevent people from seeing
the magical treatment.

The bwirsk were annointed to make them strong and attractive and brave
in war. Sexual intercourse was forbidden--~sometimes for as long as six
nonths following the treatment. If the treatment did not prove fruitful, people

(NOTE continued from p. 1)

gon if he has buiit it himself. It will be very difficult to do this, however,
if his brother, uncle, oxr other bwii members helped him o construct same.

2. Incorporeal property such as knowledge of magic, medicine, navigation,
ete,, is traditionally guarded jealously and transmitted within the ireij group
or to individuals vhom the irgij may designaite. Possession of this secret .-
knowledge has served to enhance the jroij position, adding to their prestige
end bolstering their position as leaders of the soclety. This was especially
true in the pre-contact period and immediately following, before an education
(reading, writing, etc.) became available to all,
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would say, "He spoiled his kabten"(head anointment}, i.e., he had indulged in
the forbidden sexmal intercourse. fThese sites are still tabu although it is
not certain whether or not the wagical medical rites ave still practiced. It
is said they were up to the end of the Japanese regzime.

Wuliej Llap (big grave)--the piot of land in which the iroij are buried.
This area is forhidden (emo) to anyone not of the iroij ancestry, with the
exception of the guardian bwli, kwor. It is believed thal supernatural
sanctions will autowstically operate ageinst those who violate the tabu.

This writer recently visited the smliei lap on Mejruirok Island, Jaluit
Atoll in which lie the remains of ILitokwa, Lajutok, and other Ralik iroii.
Two Marshallese youths; one a member of the field party and native of snother
atoll (Kwajaleinm) and the other a local regident, refused to get within 150
feet of the awall plot of ground in which the ireij are buried. The grandson
of Litokwa, however, visited the graves with complete unconcern, explaining
that he had the right to do go.

Hingin (v. and n.)--land given by a father to his children; it belongs
to the bwii. A men's daughter and son will only have dri jerbal (worker)
rights. The bwij may not take these rights away from them.

The senior byi] member is always the alab. If the alab should try to
teke away the land right, the iroij will intervene and prevent it. The gri
jerbal rights are passed down from parents to children from then on, tut alab
rights go down through the bwij. Alab and iroli may allocate this land, not
dri jerbal. A dri jerbal may never allocate alsb rights to snother kajur.

He may, however, allocate dri jerbel rights to his children--real or adopted.
He may ninnin only if the bwij esgrees. The glab himself may not assign bwil
land away unless permigsion ls granted by the hwii.

The glab has suthority over divigion of food and work assignment, etc.,
but on land division matters, he must consult with his ireij and his bwij.
He cannot do enything on his own accord in land division matters. This is true
today and was true in the past, l.e., the alab is not the final authority or
autocratic leader. He must consult with his lineage on these important matters.
He does not have the exclusive rights in the land, e.g., an alab on an atoll in
Northern Radak recently expressed the desire to evict the children of his
mother's- younger sister from the bwi] land because they had been "too haughty",
refused to bring him food (egkkan), ete. He complained te his iroij who told
him that if he evicted the cousins from the land, he would be viclating the
cugtom (menit eo). The dispute was then settled smicably.

If the bwij does not concur with the desire of the alab or dri jerbal
to pninnin to his children, the children may remain on the land as ajri in
bwij. They wiil work for the glab's successor and have practically the same
rights as the dri-in-bwi]j (people with metrilineal dri jerbal rights}. The
difference lies in the inability of the ajri to become alab (unless the entire
bwij and associate buij become extinet). Everyone must have the glab's per-
misslon to cut trees, build houses, etec.

After the recipient of ninnin dies, his or her children may be alloved
to remain at the discretion of the bwij, i.e., the iroij or alab gives pinnin
to one generation only, his son or daughter.
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A lesser chief, iroij erik, may make ninnin to his kajur (commoner)
son but he cannot leave him all nis iroij erik rignts and Titic. These must
go to someone of ireij bloode If the iroi] erik has no relatives lef't,” the
gggg% child may take the irolj eril righTs but not the title. "He is not a

+

frealt irolj erdik." Cases wore cited by informants where iroij erik have -
onie

given a Kajur child part of their lands as ninnin bubt not irol) erik.. .

rights. ~The ninnin goes down through the children and their children,

The iroij Tablab may make ninnin of special land parcels {wEto) to
his children, but the bwij members are not excluded. Ninnin as may be seen
is a mechanism by which & father in this matrilineal society may provide for-
his children. One informant sbated, "Dveryone likes to make ninnin because
they help out their children and everyone likes to recelve nimin because
they get more land,.!

This methed of land division often creates problems; on Mejil,
for example, it has been cause of disputes since German times. Some of the
people who had received ajri rights refused to pay tribute or ekkan of produce
from the land to their 2%abls) on the ground that they had ninnin rights and
did not have to recognize Taelr wcles! authority; conflict ensued,

. Sometimes the alab made the division before his death so each of his
children had rights in a portion of land, The recipient genération of nimnin
and their female children have dri jerbal rights in the land, The male
descendants of this generation have ajri rights only., There is much of this
today; especially on Maloelap, Aur, and Wotje.

Ninnin land is always given by the father to his children. The donor
may be sUch a strong personality thet he is able to go against the wishes of
his bwlj relatives to allocate the land outside of the bwij. There have been
instances of this deviation from the norm. - Most types of imonaje may become
ninnin, = !

Lorjinkot (RElik), Bokman Mare (Radak), ("take at the point of the
spear") -~Tand given by iroij te a warrior for bravery in battle, After
the battle was over, victorious irolj always called the iroij erik and alab(s),
"the ones who know more than the others", together to talk it over., They sat
and listened to the iroij. He would then call the men to his house and would
say, "I give you (such and such a land holding)--morjinkot. Then he would
pass the word to the assembled people who had come to honor him, bearing
ekkani, Morjinkot was always given by the iroij only to kajur. ‘thenever land
was given as morjinkot, the people living on the land might be allowed to
remain on the Land as workers for the new alab or they might be sent away
and new people placed on the land. The iroi] told the original dwellers on
the land uhere to goe.

The recipient could give the land to his childfen or to his bwij. It
was not supposed to be given to anyone but a relative, The permission of the
bwij had to be obtained in order to give land to son. If the original re-
cipient gave 1t to the bwlj, it followed the custom through the bwij. Once
the land is passed down through the bulj, it must continue this way. It is
up to the first recipient to decide: "He is a very important man". If it
should start through the paternal side, it must continue this way; may not
be changed,
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This is very important but is sometimes violaled and causes trouble,
Sometimes, a mun would give the land to his wife; this was "wrong", and was
done very rarely. When land wos given to the wife and from her to her bwij,
much trouble started. Usually the Tirst man who received morjinkot from the
iroij gave the land to his bwii rather than to his children. A man recelving
morjinkot could by-pass his brothers and sisters.

The recipient would tell the 3 roi; how he wanted to dispose of the
land he had received as moriinkot. The iroij then informed the iroid srik
and azlab{s) of the dlprplthn of the land. The izoli could prevent the men
from disposing of the land if he thoughtit was not right.

If thie wan's pwii had fought herd in the war, the ivoij would instruct
the man to ieave the land to the huwij; or if the man and his son or his
brothers were good fighters, the iroll might favor the paternal side, i.e.,
dependent upon actions in the wavr; whieh group fough® the hardest. If the man
had no brothers, sisters, children, or relatives on the paternal side, the
land went to the bwij. Although this land is given to an individual, the bwij
is 1ncluded~—patexna¢ relatives also. Reciplent conferred with his uncles,
and they all divided the land.

A man usuvally had to confer with his alab for dlspo sal of moriinkot
(after he received it) even though the alap had no part in the war. The land
was divided among the recipients and his si giblings, only to clear and work, not
to keep. The siblings were assigned to -different wato(s) if more then one
wAto was given by the iroij, e.g., Lenar Island, Arno after the intra-clan
(dri Mweiior) war of Tawij vs. Ujelail.

Maternal relatlves and paternal relatives toih used the land. Maternal
relatives have a Mreal right" in the land., Paternal relatives could get
food from the land but did not have Wreal! rights in the land. After the senior
bwij member died, the next senior person in the bwii became alab.

The land usually went to the vwhole bwij when the irol] mede a morjinkot
grent. AlL of the fighting men, dri terinae, were accompanied into battle by
their female relatives who acted as "supply'and hospital coprps", carrying

water and food for their men folk, usually in & coconut shell container. The
women involved were -enlled dri bok bdks {(person who brings a water or food
container). The saying was, "They are following us to take care of us when
we are oart." The auxiliaries did not caryy weapons but remained a little
behind the warriors, watching and walting for a mele relative to fall wounded
or dead at which time they would rush to his side to succor hlm or carry. avay
his body. . .

The warrior's wncle would. be atab on the land whether he went to war
or not. The werrior was under him. After the old alap died, -
the alab title went to his siblings according to the cu customary matrilineal
system, and after them, to the warrior's older brothers and sister, in order.
In a case like this, the man who received moriinkot could never become alab
until after his senior's demise, i.e., the benef:t accrued to the hwij Tather
than the individual.
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Hipnin could, however, be made in the first instence. The alab could
moke the division gjej for all of his children. This may be doue generation
after generation. This has teen done on Meji] Island (as previously mentioned).
There one mey see small wito(s) with only fifteen tress. This caused much
friction. The alsb divided up the land among ail of the bulj members. Txis
was last done during Japaness times. The Megzg veople realized Low itprniiicel
ke wep cnd hove stoted thot they believed the practice of pinnin hag been
the cause of wmuch trouble.

The chiidren usually work the land together, and it is 1nhev1tau like
lamoren lamd through the bwij.

A man could not allocate the lend %o his son alone; the bwij had to
share...It was impossible for the land to be given to zn cuteider. On Motje,
land was given {in one case) to relatives of the mother due to extinction of
the bwij. The iroij elap Jorteka turned the land over to the oldest of the
motheris relatives., Informant never heard of a man giving land to anyone out-
gide the bwij. The iroij would become angry." The land wiil avtomatically go
to the next senior hwil when the oldest bwij becomes extinct, ag hes ccoured
during time of war.

Yalenbwe—--lend given by the iroii as a revard for forecasting the future.
A Q;_,QEQQ (asgician) was attached to the iroii'(s) court and wdvised him as to
the appropriate time for going to war, building a new house, going fishing, etc.
But land wes given for giving advice on war only; food, mabs, etc., were given
for provhesies not connected with werfare. & dri Iubu was given land one time
only by the iroij for past, present, and future prophesies. The dri bubu was
and is a highly respected person and many tabus were and are still attached to
his activities. :

Informant's fabher learned mogic from Bouliei, ixoijl lableb of Northern
Radak, who taught his sons and grandsons. He was very proficient at kubu.
In the past, the iroij knew more about magic then enyone else. However, the
restrictions, especizally sexual, caused the iroij to maintain a magician in
his entourage. This knowledge, according to legend, was taught by two demi-
gods, Lewij «nd Laniej, who came down from heaven and lived at Buoj Igland in
Ailinlaplap Atoll for & while, teaching tatooing as well.

Yaienbwe was a reward for personal services and could be pinnin to the
recipient's children or could be passed on through his bwij at his da.sc:c’etmna
The reciplent becomes glab whether he i1s tne senior member of the bwij or not.
He may have an uncie or brother who is senior to him end his alab, but this
man will be plab on the bwii land only. The reciplent of walepbwe or kworaclem
land will be an alab himself on this land.

Kwodraelim--lend given by irclj %o a man who galled with hinm and balled
out his outrigger cance (very nard work and necessary to keep the cunoce afloat
and enable 1t to keep undérwey) in war time and peace time. This type of land
could he passed on ithrough mabternal or paternal side--son or deughlter at the
discretion of the recipientu—like vaienbwe. The reward of kwodraelim could
be deferred until & later date. It was like walenbwe in that it was given as
a revward once to an individual and was inherited like walentwe.

Anburo (older word: kitre)--general term for presents of food, clothing,
etc., given by a men to & voman before and/or after he marries her. Anburo
(Literally: "of the heart") and kitre ("out in the open") as opposed to bonerik
(something one hides to buy the heart of the girl one loves). Xobwojbwoj is
the new elang expr9381on for the latter type of gift. An analogy is drawmn by
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informan+s, with two sailing conoes in a race. ‘The peddling done by the
men in one of the canoes which gives the extra adveniage und ving the race
1s like the kBowSjbwd; (pift) given by one of two men who ers courting. the
same girl. The word has a slighily ribald connotation.

Taro potches are sometimes given as kitre.

Katleb--land allocated by the iroij lablab to a kajur. The word wis
derived from ! katleb (large lanting), i.e., the irei] plints (trees) people
on the lund. YFlant the whole tree", i.e., "Plant the islend, all of it, with
people”. Kotleb meang- ail forwer inhebitants were cleored off the lend, no
one remaining on it at “ime of the gift. Whenever lcnd was given ag morjinkot
(reward for bravery) after a war, the inhabitonts might be sent wway 1if any
survived, or they might be sliowed to remain os workers for the new owner. if
the people were thrown off the l.nd because one of their pwii had offended
the iroli (collective pmisiment), +his iroij wpuld not tcke care of their needs
for land. However, snother iroii, hearing of this expulsion, might ilnvite the
dispossessed ones to his side ond would settle them on his land, thus gaining
more cdherants.

HLotleb does not necessa ilLy‘lﬁpl“ ounishment. I *the iroij moved people
off the land merely *o orovide lond for otuers (not to punish trensgressors),
he would find lend for the pecvle whom he hed dispossesced. He usually "con-
fiscated" lund from a bwij thet hed plenty of land.

Some katleb land had no people on it when it wag "planted", due to a
naturel disaster; e.g., land on Ehon vhere cll people had been kilied by a
typhoon about 150 years age.

Katleb is always given to an individucl, not to a bwij. The individual
may coll the bwii in if he wents to. He mdy give it to his children as infoxm-
ant's cncestor did 100 years ago. Retleb lend moy be given away to outsiders,
tut informants heve never heard of this h hegpening. "4 man noturslly wanted
to take care of hig kin folk or children." Only the original recipient cculd
give it to vhomever he wished, bul after that it followed the regulcr custon
through the bwij. Xatleb is then inherited through the wcternal side (bwij)
like Jamoren lend.

Mo lend, Xotra (R8lik ond Radek), Juluburin Ne (Radak only)--personal
land of the iroij. Bech ireij lablab had iand called mo. He wmight suy; point-
ing to en island or a wercel of lend, "Thut 1s ny mg." From that nmoment on,
that particular lund wos forbidden to anyone but the iroi] or people to whom
he geve specisl permission. The word eme itself mewns forbidden or tabu.

When an individuzl is being treated for certain qilmenté, he is md.
Sexual intercourse is forbidden both to himself end the dri ung (meglclne Han)
vho is treating -him during the period of treatment

This term is derived fron Jemo, an. 1slund in noxthern Radam, which
according to tradition is the residence of Lawi Jemc, the spirit or ek;a b of-
an ireij lablab of long ago. It was bellieved that Lawl Jewo, the nigh irolj
of Jemo, dwelt in a huge kanal tree from which he souetimes emerged to walk
around the island. On these cccasions he is sald o have appeared as & tall,
strong, handsome man "because he was an dyoij."
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Jemo is the hiome of myriacds of turtles and birds whose flesh and
eggs hove been a voluable source of protein for the neooie of the neighbor-
ing atolls. Stylized ritval was connacted with the first food gathering
expedition of the year which occurred in the summer time (rak). & fleet
of canoes would sail from one of the neighboring atolls under the command
of the iroij. The kakollol (or navigotion aid used to [ix the position)
of Jemo is szid to be a large flock of birds that fly out to meet the cances
about ten or fifteen wiles from the island. Vhen the. birds were sighted,; the
helsmen would exclaim: Droror timnej or Drorer mej (eyes down), as ¢ sign of
honor and respect to Lawl Jemo.

¥When the cance of the expedition ceme in sight of Jemo Islond, the women
in the party had to hide under mcts in the canoe; otherwise, bed luck in gather-
ing flesh end eggs was certain to follew, .do ‘it was believed. &5 soon as Jemo
was sighted, it was emo to use ordincry Marshcllese--the laroij language
was mandatory.

When the canoes were being hguled un on the beach, special roro (work
chants) were used:

"Rubrub kane in madren e wulik Breck uw firewood, firewood,

Karonren ie jiton, So that we will be able to
rest by the fire,

®Jitofl rik jitom." Charred wood, o litile charred
wood. !

This wad followed by:

"Rubrub jitofl in ib jen ko kgronron ie jiton.
Jiton rik jiton."

"Break up cherred firewood so that we shall gather strength at
the charred firewood.™

These canoe chentes were used on cll of the "bird islands®. They were
used as late cs July, 1949, on Jemo. "To male the people stronger.” SBeveral
elderly infoyments on Ailuk and WutrSk (nearby atolls) exvressed thelr belief
that Lawi Jemo gives them strength to haul the canoces up on the beach when they
use these chants.

The iroij and all of the expedition went ashore. The iroij had to lesd
the first trip of the yeer, and he wes the firet person to step ashore.

Before the party commenced thelr search for eggs, ete., divine sanction
vas requested. Everyone assembled on the beach before procesding inland and
cut a lecf of cocommnt frond. With the iroij leading the wey, they wallied toward
Lawl Jemo (the kafial tree) in single file, each individual carefully stepping
in the footprints of the person in front of him o that only one set of foot-
prints yould appear~=as if only one person had been there.

Vomen were required to hold mots over their hecds vhile on the island so
that they could only see the ground well enough to gather egys, etc. They were
forbidden to see Lawi Jemo. Strict silence was observed on the way to worship
Lowl Jemo.
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When they reached the tree, each men placed his coconut leaf over a
branch of the tree and then sat down in frontof tia tree cnd wolted Tov a
breeze to come and blow the leaf off. Vhen this ocecurred, the kebbwl in
bwil (ritual name for the iroij on this occasion) would say: “Hurin' (we
are lucky). If some branches also fell, the same word would be repeated.

This kind of ritual (kabun) is called katobar..

Lawi Jemo had signified nis aporovel. ZHveryone then proceeded (not
in single file} to & special plece where marutto, a smali, rare plant, grev.
The irepij made medicine by pounding the mparutto plant. Three yellow leaves
and three green leaves were pounded together, and the extracted juice was
drunk by all. Thig was done to prevent anal blesding and diarrhec wiich might
result from the unaccustomed mezl of turtle and birds' eggs. Kirin leaves
were mede into a medicine using the some recipe 1f uwsrutto extract proved in-
effective. (This treatnent for dicrrhes is still used todey throughout the
Marshells: sometimes the leaves are merely sucked.) After taking the pre-
ventative medicine, turtle eggs were gathered independentiy.

EBefore eating, everyone reassembled before the sacred tree 10 resune
the ritual. The irolj or a senior giab whom the Iiroij had apsointed stood
before Lavl Jemo ond commenced chanting:

"ei Jdar wm"-twe start to pray.t
"Jelbo I jelbo, jeibo I lip ke kijen lLowl Jemo-twe worship,
we vorshin, we worsiulp--tiese eggs fed to Lewi Jemo.n

0Tkri, ikbi eafl eo, Lajibwinemon"-tmove it, take it, to the
aorth for Lajibwinemon is the ireij of the north.w

“"Jon rak Lorok'-tto south for Lorok is the iroij of the south.t
"on rear Lokbea"-wto east for Lokbes is the ireii of the easgt.n

on kabilon Lokebilofi"-nge the west for Lokubilof is the
iroij of the west.v : '

Ls ewch direction wes naned, four eggs vere thrown out in that direcilon
as an offering to the gijab. The eggs were then recovered wnd the princisl in
the ritucl consumed all of them. The remaining eg;s were divided up und eaten
by the others in the purty after the leader had enten the sacrificial egus.

A special chant, roro, wes used to obbain supernctural aid in osulling
turties ashore: '

PBuisl erdk ki"- Ypush, rolling on shore.?

"Erk ki, erck ki 'rolling on shore, rolling on shore."

"EIraror wan ﬁaﬁeo“—"roll the food~bringing turtle. This roro
is still used by sowe of the older northern Radak people who believe in its
efficacy.
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VWhile on the "bird island", sexual intercourse was forbidden and as
previously mentioned, the use of everyday liarghallesge was forbidden. It was
believed that supernatural punishment, mij i 18roi] (sickness of the 1Zroii)
would strike the transgressor in the form of dysentery accompanied by severe
anal bleeding.

The 183roij language (stone, 18, or foundation of the ivoilj was mendatory
at all times. This ritual language (which is still known todsy by some of the
older people) may have been the ancestral tongue of the Marshallese, modified
by centuries awey from the homeland; it may have been an exclusive chiefly
(ircij) langucge or an archaic courtesy languege. At any rate, it may provide
a clue in comparative lingulstic studies today, e.g.:

A B. C.

FNGLISE COLLOQUIAL MARSIALLESE LAROLJ LAGUAGE
' {FORBIDDEN) (MLNDATORY)

nan emnan gri kabbil
WOman korz maoy
boy Jadrik laverilk, naberik
pandanus Wp karkar
brezdfruit ma wvaerar
coconut ni ‘ kebor
preserved o

oandarnns mokon walrik
bird bau Lebel ber
cctopus kust RIS werak
shark bako : nifnin
sting ray jemjo jejanjor
come itk Jjekabunl
g0 ilok o jekabunlck
child ajiri nabdri
ship wa - jitom
eges lip unnin
rat kijrik kilukor
sand bok jejaikkiki
fire kijsek T mejwar

turtle Wt v

When the expedition was ready to depart from the island, the dri meto
(navigator in cherge of sailing) would order: "Jen rubrub, (iet's saill},
ekwe, rube jiton kBne® (put the boat in the waterj. Lfter o1l was ready: "Waj
1itof kane" (anchors aweighl): All‘these orders were given in the laroij
tongue which was used until the canoces were half way home. A special roro was
continuously chented by the helsmen to remind people not to use ordinary '
HMarshallese: UYAip#nd - pznd - inl ~ nene ene"......repeated {(mewning unknown).

This ritoed end specizl language was used on 2il of the "bird islends”
each of which hud its particular egkiab, all of whom dwell in trees with the ex-
ception of the gkiagb of Bokak, Jo Bokak, & red bird {mum} who has been seen
recentiy.
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After this initial trip made by the ircij or seplor person in the
hierarchy, aryone else could mcke ensuing trips during the rest of the year.
This ritusl was antarent;y method of copservation. Rather than allow people
to swarm &1l over the isiend, possibly frightening away nesting fowl end egg-
laying turtles, the iroii and senior people led the way and the food gathering
procezced in an ovganlzed, methodical fashion.

The early missicnaries svccessful v used their prestige and persuasive
powers to digcourage the worship of Lawi Jemo and the other gkjab. Thls
kabull (ritual) wes last performed at Jemo during German times, according to
a reliable informent, shortly after which the tres, Lawi Jemo, ves cut dowm
for boat timbey, Today peonle gather turtle eggs and birds' eggs, ete., at
any time of year and waik wherever they wish on Jemo. None of the tabus are
ocbserved s far as may ve determined. This is true for the other bird islands
ag well. This religlo-economic pattern clearly illustrates the close affinity
of the aboriginal Marshallese religion to the ecology.

Mo or kotra land (Radek and RAlik), juloburin ne (Radak only) is land
belonging to the iroij elep alone. Vhen the iroij saw an islend he liked, he
had three tebu signs made and placed on the lend (usually very good land}, one
on each end and one in the middle. These "signs” arve colled itiiju or jabne
(no foot), i.e., no foot but the iroij!(s) may step here, and were nade of a
pleited coconut frond tled to the end of a stick (informant mede one for
illustrative purposes). Tiae word kotra itself means the leaf {coconut frond)
that mekes Jand mo {tabu). The itkiiu were placed in position one tine only
and vere not renewed...."people know aboutv it."

Magic (bubu) was mede on the itkiju. It is believed tauct if eny un-
authorized person takes food from the island or ever sets foot.on it, he will
get sick and/or die. Permission to go on the land hud to be obtained from the
iroij. If any peopie had been living on the land, they were forced o leave.
An wninhablted islend was usually chosen, however. Uien the ilroij died, the
people could return to the land unless the new irolj continued the kouvra. The
ireoi] appointed special temporary workers who had no real workersg' rights and
vho shared the proceeds from copra sales or the produce of the land with the
iroij. :

Thils land may be passed from fother to son or it may remain.within the
buwij. The iroii_may do what he wisheg with 1t; it is his psrsonal property.
If the iroii should leave no close ltin, the workers on the lind may have it.
The next iroij may not recover any of the mo lend thal his predecessor may have
given away. : :

An informant!s father received two pieces of land on Wotje Atoll this .
way. His fatizer was iroi] erik in Northern Radak. His father, Jibunemon, weas
paternal uncle to Murjil, the iroij lablab of Horthern Radek. The informent's
father had the itkiiu (tabu) signs placed on the two parcels of land, and the
land was inherited by the informant who is in possession.of it todsy. In-
formsnt is a member of the noble class.
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There are other parcéis_of'ggtra or gmo lend in Ebon, Ailinlaplap,
Majuro; and other atolls, vizs
M0 LANDS OF IROTJ KABUA KABUA

Ailiflaplap Atoll:

Islands Wito ko (pieces of land)
Toledtn Bato
Edridr BarBnelmoui]
Ineltanloto Lolinmak
Tébho Inbar
Mattdn Kokomonmdn
Kaiuikan
Otojome
Kimenmekan

There are no glab(s) or people with real dri jerbal rights on these lands.

Jaluit Atoll: Ebon Atoll:
Iglands - Talands
Arbwe -Eneor

MBneak

There were slab(s) and people with real dri jerbal rights on these londs
before iroij Nelu took them over as mo in Geruen tiues. An agreement was made
whereby the proceeds from the copra produced on these lands was divided on a
50-50 share basis. This divisicn is still in force.

In Japanese times about 1921, Lobareo, iroij elap of northern Radek, had__
a juloburin ne (translation: sole of foot / of iroij only'may touch this lundh/),
island in Mdloe¢ao Atoll on Taroa Islend, Drinjen watc, which he had inherited
from his uncle, the previous ireij eiesp, Murjil. @e used to take all of the
money from the copra proceeds--ireij erik and iroij elap share, dlab and dri
jerbal share. This is the richest land on Maloelep.

The iroij may give juloburin ne laend to his children or to his bwij.
Royal "blcod" is a prerequisite for holdlnb this type of land. If there are
no royel descencdents left, the iroij elap tckes the land back.

Lobareo later turned Drinjen wato over to his son [Laibwij) who inherited
ell the rights except iroeij elap rights which were inherited by Jajua, the
next iroij elaw of northerm Radek. There are no permanent workers on Drinjen
today and no alsb. Informants have never heard of irodd Jjuloburin ne are
passed down from alab to almb; however, there are no permanent workers either,
nly iroij elap end glab.
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Matek in Buro (pain in heart)--lend given by an jroii to his cast-off
wife zg "her husbund", i.e., & sort of slimony.# This done =t “he discretion -
of the ireij. One infoimant knew of a case like this «t Votje stoll.

deter in buro lend remains in the bwij. The cast-off mate was tabu
sexuclly to other wmen forever after unless the iroij told a man that he could
tuke her sesually. This latber usuelly hepoened. & woman vwho had seXial
intercourse without this cermission was sometimes killed ind the lind wes con-
{iscated by the ireij. When a2 kajur husbend was cast off by & leroij, he did
not recelve wetak in burg land. He also was tabu sexuelly at ail tines. Vomsn
avoided hin for fear of being killed for having sexwal relations with him.
His illicit sex pariner was the only one killed.

Lowit--lend thaet had never been used before because of heavy uncerbrush.
There were nuny of these creas in the old days. There is no lowio luond today.
If & kejur wanted land, he asked the iroij pemuission to clear a parcel of
Jowio land to have rights in it. If the individual cleared the land by himself,
he could leave it to his desired heir.

If his bwij helped clear the land, the bwii inherited the land.- The
droij might do the clesripg with nis own workers :nd he would keep the land as
his personal land. This last heppened during early Jesansese times, e.g., on
Majuro Atoll on Ajeltek Iglond, HMwonbat wato has an irpij and temporary workers
only ioday. Dalap, Jonvorwor waito is in the sams siatus but now occupied by an
air strip. On Ponrofi Island, Enlen wito, iroij Lafilan cleared it himself in
1912 and changed the neme from Tur {a geographic term} to its present name.
Dri jerbal were put on this particular lend permanently and are working it today.

Lowio by an iroij may mean that the land mey have been usad by a kajur
but net vworked or cleared by him. The iroij cleared the land snd the kajur "lost!
their rights in it, i.=., a sort of punishment for not carrying out duties and
obligations.

Erenteb--"something, i.e., a gift, to put your shavings (from the canoe)
in.® In the old days canoes were very Impcrtent in the economy and in the
frequent wars. In the absence of metal tools, cance building was a difficult
and time-consuming task. ‘ *

When the ireij wanted & new cenoce, he sent hundreds oi his people out to
cut a huge breadfrult tree for the hull and other trees for the supports of the
outrigzer, the platform, etc. Only a few men in a few lineages knew how to con-
struct a canoce. Special lknowledge of measurements vwas and still is handed. down
within the lineage. ' :

Folded pandanus leaves were used to "blue print" the cance. Two of these
skilled men were usually in charge of the building of a huge cinoe for the iroij.
These wen were rewarded oy the irolj with gifts of mats, rope, food, etc.--
never lend. The other workers received nothing from the iroij but food while
they were working on his cance. One informent sav the iroij Murjil's cance built
and land wes not given. Informents héve never heard of land called erenteb.

* Nets, mats, boats, clothing, ete., given to o cust~off wife by the iroij
are calied mweien tiriamo {these goods~ things - of sorrow) or jenlok {the
ending) .
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The man or men in charge of the cance Wuilding was forbidden to have
sexusl intercourse while the canoe was being built. A dri bnbu made wmagle
to aid in building a good cance. pBola was used before the tanoe wes bullt
to find an auspisgious time. A& cance should be made when there was no dsnger
of surprise attack that would prevent completion or allow capture of the
cenoe.

Enen-Xojou . {land-of-meke disgrace), Jou-Mij (die witkout iand)--the
irei] never took lund away for sdultery if just kajur were involved. . However, .
if en iredij or Jleroij were involved, he or she would get land from the erring
husbend or wife.

If a kajur male was merried to & leroij who had sexual releations with
another man, the kejur might have complained to the iroi] elap who would say
iroij Joman (iroij custow), i.e., the iroij may do anything they wish. However,
if a Jeroi] had a kajur musband (known as iroij emman both.in R&lik =nd Radek)
who committed adultery, she confiscated the land of her husbaad's sex partner.
She did not heve to consuit the iroij elsp about it. She possessed enough
povwer herself. The lsrolj could tear her rivel's vagina open as additional
punishment if she wished; this was done many times according to informants.

A kajur male who hed sexusl intercourse with the iroij elap!(s) wife
was described by a gpeciol term, lafi ebunti (the heavens will fall upon the
people / concerned /). The offending male was always speared to death by an
iroij eril or bwirsk-tak (lesser royalty). The offending wife could be cast
off without metck in burg or killed, at the discretion of the iroij elap, tut
her land was not confiscated. The iroij confiscated the lund of his wife's _
lover, kojjou (throw away). His whole bwiji was throwm off the l.nd :nd told:’
Jou miji {you will die because you have no lend). The lénd was then called
enen kojjou. Informant told of a case of this type that occured in Wutrdk
Atoll in pre-German days.

: A kaiur wale who had sexual relations with the wife of an iroil was
killed and his lend was given to an outsider, usuclly the person who executed
him. His whole bwij was then evicted from the land.

Presumably *his idea of collective punishment for individual trans-
gressions of one member of ithe lineage was designed to prevent commoners from
viclating the ireij sexuul rights end to accentuute the exalted position of the
iroij class and everytlilng perteining to it. The irxeij could dispose of the
ednfiscated land as he pleased. ‘

_ In the cose of a kajur women vho committed adultery with the husband of
a lerolj, the offending voman wes often taken to the ocesn und drowned by all
the lercij. #&a informont had heard of this happening in pre-Buropean times.

In one case, during Japonese times, according to en informent, & kajur male

had sexual intercourse with the kajur wife of a bwirsk lablsb (son of an iroli
lablab father and a libwirsk--lesser rovalty--mother). Uhen his crime was dis-
covered, the offended husband end all of the iroii erik end bwirak beat him
into unconsciousnass. The husband then forgave his wife and continued living
with her.
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All of the iroij were tahbu sexually to kajur except on invitation of
the iroij or leroij. %he lind of the offamding mate leroll (if be wes a kajur--
iroi] emman) could be confiscated by the laroii. If so, all of his bwij was
evicted and another bwij put on the land. " The evictees would move to the domain
of another iroij, as in the case of lind alienation of the izoij'(s) bwij. This
land was passed on through the bw13 of the new occupants and was then CldSblfled
as kotleb,

The offenders: Jleroij'(s) mate and the woman involved, were elther ﬁilled,
beaten, or had their land corflscated any of the three; however, they had no
choice of punishment.

The leroii somebtimes ordered her husband's death wund sometimes her rival
as well bult usually had them beaten. The most usual punishment woas confis-
cation of land. If the iroijf(s) wife wes of iroij "blood", she could sleep
with another man and not be subject to punishuent by the ireij. He could only
"get revenge" by sleeping with znother womon or he might merely scold his wife.
"Both iroij and leroij have the same power sc they cannot punish each other."

Conversely, if an iveij offends his (leroij) wife, she may obtein revenge
by sleeping with another man. This method of "paying back®, as it is called, -
is often practiced todey by Marshallese of all classes. The leroij'(s) kajur
lover could not be punished according to custom and neither could the kajur sex
partner of the iroij. An iroij who had sexual relations with the wife of
another ircii from the same area could not be punished.

The wife, if a commoner (lijela) could be thrown out after being beaten
but her land was not confiscated. If a leroij was offended against by another
deroij, the same thing applied as in the case.of the two iroij. Informant
Jaughingly told of an iroij who slept with the lijels (commoner wife of an
iroij lablab). Vhen the cuckold found out about it, he became angry but did not
do anything zbout it. "A kajur would have been killed." This incident occured
shortly before World War II. However, for example, if an ireij from the Ralik
Chain came to Radak and trespassed sexually on a Radak iroii!(s) wife, war would
ensue. This almost precmgltated a war on Majuro more than one hundred years ago.

A bwirek (lesser iroij) who slept with a lijela would have his land con~
fiscated but not killed; presumebly becanse he was a member of the royal class.
The land confiscated by a leroij from her rivel could be given to the husband of
the adultiress. This was only done occasionally, snd this lund was passed down
through the man's bwij. ZLand of this typs was called mweien tiriamo (goods of
sorrow). The land of a man who slept with the lijela (commoner wife of an iroij)
was never given to his wife bubt was kept by the iroij.

Kaamnakau(not a-land titie; verb) "to put -someone on the land, house, ete.
Similar to kotleb land; it may be any type of lond. It has often been land given
by one 1roi; to another, e.g., Jebrik Lokotwerak, iroii lablab of one-half of
Majuro Atell during Jepanese times, gave an island on Majuro Atoll to Litokwa,
an iroij from Ebon Atoll in the RElik Chain. Litokwa had promised to kaamnak
land to Jebrik in return. He did not leep his promise, however, so Jebrik ook
the land back. This type of land is used by the iroij recipient, and after his
death, it reverts to the iroij donor.

Kotra land, iroij personal land, has been given as kasmmek. Kaamnak
provided the iroij with a place to stay when they visited outside their own
atolls, e.g.; Toemein iroij of northern Radek, had land of this type in Jaluit
Atoll in the R&Elik chain during the Japanese times.
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While the iroil is awcy from his ksamnak lond, the money shere from the
land is given to the originel ireii. Food is given to ey of the recipient
iroii'(s) workers who may be on the isnd, e.g., workers of iroij Toemein on
his kpamnak land on Jabor; Jaluit Atoll.

The usufruct rights in kagmnek mey be transferred to a third party, e.g.,
during the Jepanese period, i;;;j_Jebrik Lotokwerak of Majuroc gave Jable, a
piece of land on Majuro, to iroij erik Lefiien of MaJvro as kpamnak, The latter
had a boat made by a half-caste, Joachim de Brum, end turned this lend over %o
hia for his use in payment for the boat. He predeceased his half-ceste friend,
and the land reverted to the original donor.

VWorkers of this type of land will remain on the land, meke gkkan, and
give the copra share to the new iroij when he is there. This lnd1v1aaal will
inform the orlglnnl iroij who will reply "keep it" (money and eidken), i.e.
temporary tenure is recognized by everyone involved.

CORCLUSION

The Mershallese systam of land tenure has been modifiesd in certain
respects due to the acculturaiive influence of the bearers of western culture.
Warfare has besen eliminated from the pattern of culture anda consequently land
ownership does not fluctuate as radically as in the duys of inter-clan and
familial strife.

With the introduction of foreign administrative authorities ond foreign
concepts, the suthority of the royel (ireij) class has progressively become
weeker. However, as was stated initially, the system of inheritence and usu-
fruct has been retained albeit modified in regard usufruct and is operating to-
day with no overt indications of overall disintegration and with all indications
of continuance. tVhether furthergeouiturmtion and exposure to the concepis of
the American socic~economic system will cause & breakdowa of the present
Marshallese system of land tenure remains to be seen.

It is strongly recommended that the program of returning the former
Japanese governmen®t lands to the former Murshzsllese owners and the payment of
claims against the United States government for occupation and damage to land
be expedited. It 1s further recommended that the land shall never be allowed
to pass intc non-darshallese hands.

This is the explicit desire of the Harshallese people and was presented
in a joint, unanimous resolutiocn in the meeting of the second "lfarshallese
Congress" in August of this year. As such, it deserves the wost seriovus con-
sideration by the powers that be.

This is particularly imporitent in view of the steady inerease in population
due to the superior facilities offered by the Americen medical program which
has almost entirely eradicated wvenereal and other diseases that have prevented
large population increace in the past.

There is no serious population pressure at the present time, but the
time may come when it will become necsssary to utilize every piece of lund to
the maximum extent as in the Southern Gilberts. This eventuclly should e
anticipated and prepared for.
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ADDENDIRM

A possible future trend was seen only this weelr in the request of an
alab on Jarej Island, Majuro Atoll (adjacent to the Administrative Center) to
collect casn rentals Prom various individuals whose bwdlj lands are in other
aress and who have built retail stores and bakeries on this individuel's by
land.

GLOSSARY
& brief resume of terminoiogy used in eonnscilon with land rights follows:

.A.lllnnoon---aoln.o-l-otonco-otoo atO].l

AdTdeeeevenasnenonnsnsnensssasss Literally Ychild"; as used in reference
to & nerson living and working on his
fatherts Land.

-jl_:'L_a.v-}al AL L EE N B N B B B B N BN R B DR B LA B B B B AN -bhe Senior :ﬂ.ember Of the bwj-li; the head
men or woman of a watoc or group of
vato(s).

BOLBeveserressnanasnssassnnnsnae divination by means of stones {counted
out in series).

Buri;i.“@.ﬂl..ll.‘llﬂ'...l.'lﬂl. 1611& (no‘lm)'
Budlieeoeseeisieenrrennoenaessss literally "navel'; the extended family.
group or lineage; used to refer to the
- maternal linezge primarily but is also
- used to refar to the patermal linecge,
&+g.; "that is my father's bwii lend."
Ewif is gométimes used as a synonym for
jowi (clan).

Buij €0 €lotesassecssseraneosss. means that the bwij has become extinet;
‘all the lineal descendants of the founder
of the bwii have died.

BWirako LN S DR B L B I O B B A B B L B B B B ‘title Of lesser I‘Oyﬂl’t ; lib“qira‘:&”mfeIﬁinineI

Dri jerbal..eeceecssssensascaass literally "work people"; everyone vwho
works on the land with the exception of
the alab. This is & comporo tlvelv new
term that cume into usage with the intro-
duction of a cash econonmy with copra as
its base. The people who have the indis-
putable rights in a particular piece of
land are those who might possibly become
&lab througn their matrilineal lineage.
The a ajri or children of the male alab
form another caltegory ond yet another
consists of those individuals vhe are
real ocutgiders, being neither paternal
nor maternsl relatives but who have been
allowed to wprk on the land.

FRKONevroansossnsonssonsenvossss tribute paid to the jroij: food, mais,
ete.
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BNCeeeviiiisieatasarorsarscenees Torbidden, tabu.

H‘lennqoe--ao-o-u--.---ooounnnoc' iSlEﬂ‘ld.

———

[

FONeNCesvessvrsescascnsosscveses Tiae main isgland.
Irol] emian..seeosecerasessnaaa. commoner husband of a lerodj.
ivoli eiap or irxoij leblab...... King or paramount chief; the glab

of the sentor royal wwij; deroij--
queen or chlefess.

Tr0il erileeessasvsveasseanannas Lliterelly "2ittle chief"; secondary
‘ chief; used in the Hedal: chain only.

JiKiNeeaseoaseeecnascesesnanonse place (noun); referring to a plece of
land. : '

Jikin kwellok..veessesrencsassss ploce of assenbly; village'

Jikin jemeir.seececcreenssroess. Llznd of paternal relatives; 3rd person
plural.

Jikin JineiTrececeoovsansoossnnss Land of maternel relatives; 3rd person
plural.

JOWLhoweonoonossosscassnssnsasses Clan, matrilineal and strictly exo-
: gamous with one sxceptions jirikriic,
"lecsuse there are so many Jirlicrikg®.

'Ka;.l.{}“l;oonoooaonao-aou‘--eoda-o---a GOH]mOnSI’.

Kokejdririiceseoscovsoonrveaness adopted child; literally: "to rock and
fondle in one's arms®, i.2., to "look
out? for a child.

Lijeifecercasrecaronsnanscenanss comuoner wife of an iroij.

MoNOTEN  ssesossnancaorroavasasns. lMaternal nephews or nisces.

Monoren 10hOTreN.vsssesrvascocass @ldest femele manoren {the most important

becauge her children will eventuully
become alab).

Hukifeseeoesonsensssasesnnscesss relatives, paternal and maternal.

0K e e evernccransnancessenass. eastern chain of atolls and islands:
Bokak, Bikar, Watrdk, Ailuk, Wotje,
Erikub, Maloelap, Aur, Majuro, Arno,
Mille, Toke, Likiep, Harikrik, Jemo
Tgiand, and Mejij Island.

=
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Ralik..... tererersassenssesasess Wegtein chain of otolls end islands:
Rotilap, Wottc, Lae, Ujae, Kuajlen
(Xwajalein), Ellip Island, Namu,
AiliRlaplap, Jaluit, Namrik, Ebon, Kili
Isisnd, Ujilafi, Ailifiinae, Hofirik,
Enewelak, Bikini, and Jabwot Island.

RAYBKe e s csomvenninsanrneansasss islands (ene ko) or wito(s) (wito ko)
used for making copra bui not regularly
inhabited; also used to describe waste
land, full of zorel boulders and sand
left by a typhoon; area of poor soil.
Usualiy the S. or S.E. portion of an
atoll. Celled gean when on N. or N.t.
and liklal when in the western portion.

Rukorea {Ralik), luleha (Radak). maternal uncle.

Dialectical differences in terminology (Ralik and Radak chains) are noted
vhere existent in this paper.

Piacritical marks: a--as in back, sack; O--approximately as "u" in murder;
a ) 3 P
n--Mg" as in sing, king, etc.
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APPENDIX

MODIFICATION OF THE LAND TENURE SYSTEM ON UJILAN BY THE DISPLACED
ENEWETAK PEOPLE

When the former inhabitonts of Enewetaok were re-located on Ujilaﬁ, the
naval authorities allocated one-half of the atoll to each of the iroij lablab
Johanes wund Abream, following the pattern that prevailed on Enewetszk.

In 1949 each irclj then divided the lund allocuted to him, among his
people. Each individual (from the youngest child to the oldest adult) received
a plot of land some of which support less than ten ccconut trees. The alab
does not receive = share of the dri jerbal copra nor {as previously stoted) does

the iroi].
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As may be seen, this new pattern of ailocating individual land holdings
is & drastic mocdification of the traditional Morshellese land lenure systenm.
Whelher this change wae Lrought aboub by acculturation from the neighboring
Ponupe District within which Ujilan wes incorporabed administratively during
the Japanese period, or whether it was a result of suggestions by Auerican
adninistrative authorities is not clear at thae present time, due to lack of
deteiled information. Further investigation is needed here.





