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INTRODUCTION: WID TENURE 

Lknd i n  the Marshttll Islands i s  placed in many categories, each 
u i t h  i t s  own descriptive naue and ru l e s  of inheritance. The land i s  of 
paramount importance to  the  Marshal-lese people whose agr icu l tura l  economy 
is  based on copra production and much of whose d i e t  comes from t h e i r  l'and. 
T h i s  land area i s  so snial.1--74 square miles scattered over 29 a t o l l s  "'and 
fi-ve is lands thro-ughont 375,000 square miles of ocean, t h a t  it i s  patently 
precious t o  i t s  ll,OOOinhabitants, each of whom i s  born with land r ights .  

The Marshallese system of land tenure provides f o r  a l l  eventual i t ies  
and takes care of the  needs of dl of the  members of the iularshallese society. 
Iio one need go huli.lry f o r  lack of land from which t o  draw food. There arc? 
no poor i~ouses o r  old peoples1 homes in the Marshall 1s:Lancis. Tile system 
proviaes f o r  all members of the Marshallese society; it is, i n  e f fec t ,  its 
social  security.  

The IGrshallese have an a t t i t u d e  of securi ty  which i s  undoubtedly 
due t o  a great  degree t o  t h e i r  system of  land tenure. Despite the  f a c t  
t h a t  they have seen three foreign powers take over t h e i r  islaads--German, 
Japanese, and her icar i ,  they s t i l l  have possession of most of t h e i r  land, 
unlike the unfor tmate  indigenes in many other areas of t i e  world. 

The present policy forbids  s a l e  of land t o  non-indigenes 'and, a t  
lofig last, s t e p s a r e  being td;cen t o  re turn lands occupied by iunerican forces 
during tile war and t o  piy re t roact ive r e n t  f o r  t h e i r  use. 

It i s  anticipated t h a t  former Japanese Government lands and land 
seised by the Japanese f o r  mi l i t a ry  i n s t a l l a t i ons  w i l l  be made avai lable  f o r  
the  use of the Marshallese people. Other land needed f o r  U.S. mil i ta ry  md  
Civ i l  Adniinistr~tion use, a r e l a t i ve ly  szaa3.l amount, may. be leased o r  pur- 
chased from the owners. High l e v e l  policy in regard t h i s  important matter 
i s  undecided, however, a t  this writ ing.  

A3.tiiough the Marshallese system of land tenure may seem overly com- 
plex, it has developed t o  meet the  needs of t h i s  par t icular  group of people 
and i s  an in tegra l  pa r t  of the culture.  Any radical. change by outs iders  
would d i s turb  the society and do i r reparable  damage--as any student of social-  
anthropdogy well knows. 

Future administrators would do well  t o  respect t h i s  system of adjust- 
ment t o  the environment which the Marshallese people have evolved and should 
allow any changes i n  the system of land tenure t o  come from within the culture.  
The U.S. Naval Administration, in accordance with the Trusteeship Agreement, 
has on the whole respected indigenous customs and has not attempted t o  force 
the MarshaiZese peogle in to  an American mould o r  t o  dras t ica l ly  modify t h ~ .  
culture.  It i s  hoped tha-t the fu ture  administrations w i l l  follow t h i s  wise 
course. 



M A R S H A L L  I S L A N D S  

R . JEMO 1.0 0 *I'D mJ1J I. R 

- WOTTO . Q L I K I E P  
A . a WOTJE . 

WAJUN 
ICNAJALEIN) ERIKUBQ 

, ELIP I. BEELAP 
u . 

JABWOT I. ' 
A I L ~ ~ ~ ~ L A P L A P ~ J  

MA TO^ & ARNO 
jALUIJ O MILEQ 

N-wIw 0 K I L I  I. - NARIKRIX 0 

DISTANCES BETWEEN MARSHALL I S L A N D S  --- - -- 
U J I L A ~  t o  MILE -- 700 m i l e s  ESON to BOKRK -- 600 mi les  

Figure 1. 



PXSICAL DESCRIPTION 

The typical  Harshallese land-holding o r  p& consis ts  of a &r ip  
of laad stretchj.ug froxu ltlgoon .to ocean and v a ~ y i u g  in s i ze  from about one 
t o  f i ve  acres  i n  extent. Each has i ts  own name and history.  

S ~ m t i m e ~  the WZto may be broken up in to  two o r  three xg&(s) with 
transverse boundary l i nes .  The bowdarics, kctan w& are  marked off by 
I.iUes, red shrubs, o r  frequently by s lashes  on coconut t rees .  These markers 
are  cal led k a k a l e .  

The extended family (&iJj members may l i v e  on t h e h o r  merely ' 
make copra on it and use i t s  food resources: coconuts, breadfruit ,  pandatius, 
arrow root, t a ro  (mainly i n  the Southern Marshalls) and f i s h  from tlle ad- 
jacent marine areas, i f  the7 possess more than one & a_s is usually t he  
case. On most of the isiands, the  people l i v e  on t h e i r  -(s). The 
s t ructures  found a re  usutil.ly a cook house, one, tvo, o r  three sleeping 
houses, <md a copra drying shed. 

The houses a r e  mainly constructed of nat ive materials with sheet 
me-kal and s a l ~ a g e  lumber used i n  varying degrees throughout the  is lands.  
The sleeping house area i s  covered with small coral  .stones from the beach-- 
ionle i n  Ilaik, Lo& i n  Radak. These serve as drainage and prevent t he  -.- 
area aroimd &he house from becoming a roorass during the ra ins .  This par- 
meable covering i s  renewed regularly ty the  women of the  household. This 
was the typical  household arrangement p r io r  t o  the comirig of the foreign 
regimes. 

When the Gemans and l a t e r  t he  J a p n e s e  s e t  up t h e i r  cap i ta l  a t  
Jabwor in Jaluit Atoll,  people from a l l  over the  Marshalls were a t t r ac t ed  
to the Wig Cityf1 f o r  various reasons. Those who did not have land o r  
re la t ives  in the a t o i l  s e r e  forced t o  l i v e  in Large "guest housesll each of 
which accommodated a s  many a s  s ix ty  people, i . e . ,  Arno house, Wotje house, 
Namu, Ililiiilz.plap, etc.--almost a l l  t h e  a t o l l s .  These were of wooden con- 
struction--ca. 40' x 60' in dimension. The t rad i t iona l  pattern of l i v i n g  
was changed by this congregation of people froa d i f f e r en t  a t o l l s  i n  l a rge  
population centers. 

Although the beehive metropolis of Jabwor was destroyed by American 
bombers, the  "guest housen--communal quar ters  type of dwelling, was per- 
petuated on Majuro Atoll  which became the new sea t  of government under the  
American regime. Here, two la rge  former Japanese army barracks are used 
by the Arno Atoll  people and the northern Radak people respectively. Another 
large house i s  known a s  the Ni l le  house and used by the people from t h a t  
a t o l l .  S t i l l  another group composed of individuals of mixed Gilbertese- 
British-Germm-Marshallese ancestry, i n  varying combinations, occupy a group 
of houses known a s  the  "Gilbertese Village1I. 

The "villagesll on b j u r o  m d  Kuajlen constructed by the Naval. Acl- 
ministrtiiion f o r  its employees represent another change i n  the t rad i t iona l  
pattern of l i f e .  The household rout ine remains r e l a t i ve iy  unchanged i n  the 
new type surroundings except t h a t  l i v i n g  i s  done i n  c loser  proximity than 
before. Cook houses, bath houses, and m ( s )  a r e  shared by a l l  who l i v e  
in the c o m a 1  houses and "CivAd Villagesll. 



The CivAd i-civil ~drpinistrationJ center of Majuro i s  a t y p i c j l  a lso 
in tha t  a llsquatter.slll town has arisen on Ja rc j  (Ri ta) ,  one of the  i s lands  
adjacent t o  tile CivAd cerhe?. Many l.Iarshcilleso,. at1;racted t o  t he  adminis- 
t r s t i v e  center by much the saine motives t ha t  a t t r ac t ed  people t o  Jabwor i n  
the Japanese period, hxve occupied abandoned quonsets o r  have b u i l t  houses 
of t h e i r  owl of 'salvage material .  A srud.1 quasi-"shanty town!' has ar isen on 
the island, porpetuating the Jzpanese accul turat ive influence of Jabwor. 
Spoehr gives an excel.lent account of an acculturated Marshallese community 
i n  Majuro. (2) .* 

Aside from a few atypical  communities, the  pat tern of land usage 
remains a s  it was before the advent of fozeigners except? of course, t h a t  
the la rge  vilLages have added s tores ,  council hou.ses, c?ispensaries, and 
church builuings. The sysi;em of Land tenureand  usuf'rv.ct has changed but 
s l igh t ly  despite the  accul turat ive forces  of three d i f fe ren t  regimes. 

LAND USE 

Members a id  associated members of the  &iJ (lineage) work the land, 
clearing i t  of undwbr-ash and performing other tasks  necessary f o r  the simple 
ty.pe of agriculture practiced i n  these low-lying cora l  a t o l l s  with t h e i r  
l imited resources. In some instances people w i l l  be allowed t o  work land not  
belonging t o  t h e i r  lineage and when l ineage inembers do not require i t s  use, 
i . e . ,  when they have more bhan enough land f o r  t h e i r  ohm needs o r  want t o  
help some l e s s  fortunate person. 

The hetid of the  1.ineage (alab) i s  i n  change of the land and workers on 
the land, and a share of the food produced on the land a s  well at; a share of 
the money received from copra sa les  is col lected by him. The represents 
his o r  her l ineage in  t h e i r  re la t ions  with other members of the  society, the  
iroij, and, today, a:: a member of the a t o l l  council, the  represent- 
a t ives  of the American administration. 

The (paramount chief)  a lso receives a, percentage of the  money 
received f o r  each pound of copra producedon land i n  which h i s  suzerainzy i s  
recognized.'.it This share varies,  ranging from 3. 1/2 mills i n  p a r t  of Ralik t o  
1 cent i n  the  Radak chain de;?ending upon the amount of copra po ten t ia l  of the  
a t o l l  o r  is land and the  a t t i t u d e  of the  people toward the i r  ir02. "Fi r s t  
f r u i t s n  and a share of the food taken from the Land and sea a r e  a l so  presented 
t o  the -, formally andinfomially.  In Had& where the posit ion of Lr& 
&& ( l i t t l e  chief o r  king) s t i l l  exists, '  the a gives t h a t  subordin- 
a t e  intermediary a regular percentage of the money he has received from the 
s l a b  i n  re turn f o r  services rendered as his representative over a cer ta in  area.  - 
* See Bibliography 

+t* Except on Ujilaii Atoll,  home of the displaced Enewetak people. The pat tern 
it; di f fe ren t  here i n  t ha t  each of the two i r o i i  l ab lab  has an i s land  and a 
wiito of h i s  own which he -works with the help of t h e m .  He does not  receive - 
income from any other land, This same pattern was followed on lbewetak. 



Here we have a system of l a i d  use roughly analogous t o  the feudal 
system of 'nedteval 2urope . , . a s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  of inciivid~lals with reciprocal  
duties and obligations as  ~ r e l l  as pri.v%leges. 

IEKXQiICS 03' DIVISION OF COPR4 SHARE 

The cash crop, copra, i s  sold by the individual producers t o  t he  copra 
b ~ y e r  on the a t o l l  or  i s l and  or  more often t o  t he  l o c a l  general s to re  r"?nich i s  
llsually a cooperative eni;erpi.ise owed by a l l  or  a l a rge  segment of the  a t o l l  
population. After the i r o i '  share ( r . rh i& var ies)  has been isithheld by the  
9 h i s  share, u s u a l l n + i  of the  to%& cash, i s  re ta ined and the remainder 
t t m e d  over t o  t h e  rlr-i je&aL r o  (r.rorkers). The senior d r i  jerbal  under t he  -- -- -2- -- 
slab may keep al?. of t h e  c a s  Zii give the other workers spenGng money, clothes, .-- 
food, etc.  rihene<er -they need i - t ,  or  he may d i s t r i bu te  the cash on a per capita 
basis t o  tnose wino have actual ly  made the copra. The former i s  the  general 
method of division 03 proceeds from copra sales ,  

Sometines th  slab may keep a l l  of the proceeds l e s s  the  i r o i j  share .- L 
arid a l lov  the w0rker.s t o  ;lo .the seme thing with the next copra sale. The workers 
may also foliorr t he  s m e  ,rocedure ra ther  than atteinpting t o  divide the money up 
regdalarly with the Chis being especially advantageous uhen there are  a 
large number. of mrlcers on a small piece of land. 

i i l thou~h there  a r e  some deviations from t h i s  pattern,  the  recognition of 
the i n t e r e s t s  of i r o i j  and d a b  are manifested by the  general adherence t o  the  - -- 
payment of the  share, 

The most notable excepEon t o  t h e  general pat tern of land tenure i s  t he  
a t o l l  of Likiep ormed i n  f e e  simply by the descendants of t m  European advent- 
urers ?<no purchased . the  e n t i r e  a t o l l  from the i r o i j  lablab of INorthern Radak - 
(JIJ'RTAICA) i n  1877, v i t l i  all. r i g h t s  and privileges appertain:'ing thereto. 

The land i s  r~orlced by these 19nixed-blood11 descendants and a la rger  
gioup composed of descendants of the or ig ina l  inhabi ta i t s  of .the a t o l l  and others 
brought i n  fror,~ neighboring a to l l s .  This l a t t e r  group produced copra on a 
share-crop basis.  

Relationships between the two groups have been s t ra ined f o r  years, 
the  tlovnerslt complaining of absenteeism and non-production and the riorkers corn; 
plaining of peonage and oppression. Investigationswese made of t h i s  si tuation,  
and a trorlcing agreement was negotiated ea r ly  l a s t  year. Conditions seem t o  have 
been ameliorated; however, a s  ?!as anticlpated, corflplete mutual sa t i s fac t ion  and 
accord do no t  prevai i  on Likiep today. This is a s a l i en t  example of the problems 
created by the intrusion and imp1ementati.on of foreign concepts of land tenure 
in to  an indigenous system. 

Before the tun of t h i s  century, the twenty o r  more inhabitants of 
Ujilair Atoll  were forced t o  lea.ve t h e i r  a t o l l  forever t o  lnalce room for  2 Gerlnan 
copra plantation. They went t o  J a l u i t  and Ehe1.reta.k; t h e i r  descendants are  dis- 
persed throughout t he  l iarshall  Islands today. 



Large s c d e  zlienatior, of lend occurred again Curing the post-Wol-ld 
Var I1 period %hen the inl iabi tmts  of tho a t o l l s  of Ene:ret& and Bikini were 
required to  leave their. atoZis i.ihich becilme t e s t i i ~ g  grounds f a r  atomic warfare. 
The Fhewetak people, tra.ispl,anted t o  the uninhabited but much smal.ler a t o l l  
c f  U j i l a i i ,  htve beon able t o  make a fair]-y successful adjustnent t o  a less-  
favorable environwnt and h&~re modified t h e i r  t r ad i t i ona l  land te~rure  system 
i n  t h e i r  ne:? home. (See APPENDIX). 

The Bjkini people, on the other hand, have not  been able t o  make a 
successful adjustiaent, d ~ e  2rincipal7.y (in the opinion of t h i s  observer) t o  
unfavorable ecoloqiczl conditions. ::j.li, t h e i r  new home, i s  a smd1 island, 
limi-ted in 1 . ~ 3  area and lacking the n a - h r d  resoi~rces  afforded by a lagoon 
environment. Kil i-  i s  isol.xze3 from the r e s t  of tifie I&w;halls may lnontkis of 
the  gear du j  t o  hsavy sur f ,  motner  fec tor  f o r  di?;context. 

The lend tei:ure p%t tc rnon  K i L i  d i f f e r s  markedly from tihat which pre- 
vai led on Bikini. A com:un;l . ' w e  of land t,eiiure preva i l s  i n  which the former 
i ro id  1-2 (klnz; of Bikiil.  i s  not  recognized.. 

The :ramunz.:ic exxius, the  l imited land area,  the person.dities of the  
i r o i i  in -mhed and h i s  he i r ,  i3.l-aiivj.t;edstater;en'i;s by outs iders ,  m d  errone- --. 
ous press releasas,  wwe coinc: of the  fac tors  rcsponsib1.o f o r  discontent and 

chmge in the mcx-econmic  pGttern. 

The genera!, atti.bude of everj0r.e concerned a t  this writ ing i s  one of 
insecuri ty  m d  uiasa:isfactio;i. This .unfortunate s i tua t ioa  a;;idis from i t s  
obvious aspect of n transpiantcd group i n  the throes of adjus.&.ent, to  a new 
e n v i r o m e ~ t  i s  axother e:~ce:.lent exanplo of sudden change i n  a socio-economic 
system broilght about priiuar%ly by external forces.  For a detai led report  on 
tile rynooal of tine I3lkini ?eo&e, see Maso~l, L., (1 ) .  

. . 

The Marshallese gystem of inher i tmce  of clan mesbership and of land 
r i g h t s  (~11 of ~ c z _ ? o ~ q - ~ ~ ~ u i . e n  land m d  nos t  types of ,?&&i, L~I a je )  i s  
matri l ineal .  Linkage (&iJ) senibers -trace descent f ~ o m  a comon ancestress 
(&.. f o r  -:be purpose of c3.aiming land r ights .  The or ig ina l  lineage normally 
has Seen s p i i t  in to  associate  l ineages o r  riescended from s i s t e r s .  These 
assoclitite h&ii a re  known a s  t he  older jwi.i--bwij ezrito- o r  s&, middle w-- 
b i  2 . 0  ( 2 .  i n t e e i e  %re !mown a s  bvi j  i o k b  no matter how many 
there  a re ) ,  and younger &&i.-.-k= eriXLok, e tc . ,  according t o  the re la t ive ages 
of the  common ancustresses w h ~  belonged t o  the same c1.m (&a). 

I n i t i a l i y  the senior s ib l ing  i n  the &wa--)& zriLtg i s  -al& o r  
leader  followea by a l l  of her s u m i v i n ~  brothers end s i s t e r s  in chronological - 
order. After a l l  of these s ib l ings  ha;e been a, the next generation, person- 
i f i e d  in the oldest  child of the  e ldest  fomale, becomes and is  i n  turn 
succeedec; by hLs o r  her sib1.ings i n  chronologicd order. This pattern of 
succession con.tinues in one maternal 1 b e  of descent u n t i l  the  l i n e  becomes 
extinct;  in t h i s  case, the  next associate L w l j ,  i n  ozder of' sen ior i ty  w i 1 1  in-  
h e r i t  tine I1alahshipt1 m d  r igh t s  i n  a p a r t i c u l ~ r  2i.ece of land or lands. Every 
Marsnellese is, a s  m y  be seen, a potent ia l  ajab. 



THE IDEAL INHERITANCE PATTERN OF LAND RIGHTS 

BVVIJ EO (THE LINEAGE) 

(Abb) 

(Children of 

A jri B. A. 
$10 #9 

11, I11 - Lineages w i l l  i nhe r i t  Land r igh ts  i n  succession - "in toto" 
if the flbwij" senior t o  them becomes ext inct  - "bwij eo elot".  

@ -- Cross hatch -- maternal l i n e  of descent of a lineage. 

Figure 2. 



Although theoretl.cal.ly, re la t ive .  age i s  thee  determining f ac to r  in 
succession t o  the position of leadership, actual ly  a younger brother w i l l  
assume all of the duties and respons ib i l i t i es  of the position from an older 
s i s t e r  who by v i r tue  of senior i ty  i s  -tab. He w i l l  become al& I1de factoT1 
but she wi l l  remain && "de jure" and w i l l  be respected and deferred t o  as 
-&I.&. Her brother w i l l  bring her  the  alilt(s) share of the produce of the 
land but w i l l  re l ieve her of a l l  of the 'nmdensome dut ies  connected with the 
position, e.,?., &ij KG'W KG&& of ELik  has three older s i s t e r s ,  but he 
assumed t h e  && position because he i s  a man. After he dies, h i s  older 
s i s t e r  remcining w i l l  aswuue the posit ion of a, followed by her  e ldest  
child, in the pattern previously described. 

lvIa2..es assume t h i s  t rusteeship position; are  first tmless the 
women are  very. strong o r  have no male ~ e l n t i v e s  t o  take over f o r  them. I f  
the male 'i?ho inher i t s  the &a& posit ion i s  too old, feeble, o r  otherwise 
incompetent, the  next i n  l i n e  of succession w i l i  assume the responsibj. l i t ies 
of the &a&; w i i l  be i n  effect ,  the  representative o r  regent f o r  the  &&. 
The &a& w i l l  be recognized and honored as  such by h i s  own people, however, 
i f  the whole &iJ, (maternal l ineage) becomes ex t inc t  (bwi.;i e e )  which has 
happened, e.g., G l i k  a i a ,  the o r  iroil posit ions may be inheri ted 
patri l ineall jr  f o r  the one generation, from fa thers  t o  sons and daughters i n  
chronological orcier as described previwsly,  a f i e r  which they pass h ~?.:.ihi- 
l i n e a l  l i n e  of succession. This i s  the idea l  pattern of inheritance and i s  
recognized a s  the ,mantin a i l &  kein ( the  Marshallese custom) and i s  followed 
In  the main. However, as  in other cultures,  the custom i s  sometimes honored 
i n  the  breach. Deviation from the accepted custom"is the basis  of, disputes, 
several of which a re  burning issues  on various atolls today. 

PATRILINEnL USUFRUCT RIGHTS 

Although land rights,  with very few exceptions a re  inheri ted tinrough 
the maternal lineage, individuals a r e  not  excluded from usufruct r i gh t s  i n  
the i r  paternal lineage land. Even though an individual may never become 
leader on h i s  f a the r ' s  l ineage land (unless the en t i r e  paternal Mi and 
all associated &&, become ext inc t ) ,  he does have the r igh t  t o  l i v e  and work on 
h i s  fa ther ' s  land. These use r igh t s  a r e  inheri ted pa t r i l inea l ly  by succeeding 
generations, each of which has a descriptive name. (The same terminology i s  
used f o r  t i t l e s  of individuals of descent t o  ind ica te  the  amount of 
royal ibloodll possessed by the individual t i t l e  holder.) 

1st generation of (children) of the  paternal w - b w i r a k  
2nd generation 11 I I  11 II II l a j i b j i b  
3rd generation II 11 II 

II & b k  
4 th  generation " II II II 11 ;i iblok 
5th generation I t  It I! II !I II ,iibbottc 
6th generation " " II II 11 II j ibbinaretto 
7th generation " II II 11 II t i b i e r  

The & are  allowed t o  l i v e  on and use the i r  paternal land i f  they a re  
cooperative and do t h e i r  share of the work. Shirkers and trouble m&ers and 
those who do not give the $&& h i s  copra share o r  refuse t o  make m, etc., 
may be removed by the  a of the par t icu lar  land involved, however. These 
r igh ts  may be extended t o  include the seventh generation, tib.ier, but a r e  
usually taken advantage of only as  f a r  a s  the f i f t h  generation; the & r igh t s  
become weaker with each succeeding generation and are  absolutely concluded with 



the  seventh geners.tion, t i b i e r  , which t ranslated means "depart from glory". 
. . 

Indiv5dual.s usualiy forego t h e i r  usufruct r i gh t s  on the paternal land 
before many generations haoepcssed. They a re  usually s a t i s f i ed  with the use 
of t h e i r  maternal >xi. lands and t h e i r  spouse's lineage lands. 

This system operates t o  equaliae l a i d  r igh ts ,  prevent over-crowding 
and serves p r h a r i l y  t o  strengthen .the i n - g r o ~ ~ p  feel ing among re la t ives .  

ACOPTIVE RIGHTS 

Adoption of child1,en o r  k5ica&riri (v. and n. ) , ( roukh t tans la t ion  : "look 
out f o r  the child").. has always been n common pract ice  i n  the  Piarshalls. Adop- 
t ion here, ho:rever, does not mean al ienat ion of the  child from h i s  biological  
parents a s  it usually does in our culture. The Marshallwe chi ld  becomes a 
par t  of m o t h e r  extended fiuni1.y. group but a lso re ta ins  h i s  t i e s ,  emotional. and 
othercise,  with ,the bio!.ogical parents and other  rn re la t ives .  The chi ld  
may rcsiGe v.;ith e i t h e r  the f o s t e r  o r  'biological parents, o r  with both at  
d i f fe ren t  ?eriods, :is i s  usually the  case. This pattern of extended r e h t i n n -  
ships obvious!.y nakes f o r  a g rea te rdegree  of emotional securi ty  a s  f a r  a s  the 
adopted child i s  coilcerned. . . 

An adopted 'child, kljlcajiriri,  i s  also desc r ibedas  kanni lu.,iien (rough 
translation: "stomach k'ood") , P. e., t h e  c h i l a  w i Z 1  be eating- the  s m e  food a s  
h i s  fo s t e r  f a the r  'and from the same l a i d ;  i . e . , h e i s  imtimately connected with 
h i s  fo s t e r  fa ther .  

Adopted children are  allowed the r igh t '  t o  rro:ck on and enjoy the beuef i ts  
derived from the land with the permission of the  slab and the bwi:i. 

Kijka.iarj& may remain on the land the fo s t e r  parent dies .  The 
children of the kakniar i r i  also.kiave r igh ts  in the land which become @ogres- 
s ively weaker with ensuing gener'Qtions. These' r i gh t s '  must a lso be confirmed 
by tile 5, : 

. , 

The adopted chi ld  possesses muchthe ' s h e  r i g h t s . a s  the  biological  child- 
ren except tht he m y  only become - of land o f  t h  = i n to  which he has 
been adopted upon the extinction of .BI1  b&& re la t ives .  A case i s  now pending 
on Ikjuro in which an adopted son of an al&b now deceased, the  1as.t  oP her bwi.i 
(bwi,i eo elot) , claims to  be of his f o s t e r  mother1 s rn lands. His claim 
has been contested by other  r e l a t i ves  of the  deceased a. 

In  ad-dition t o  the r igh ts  acquired by adoption, the k%a.iariri a l so  re- 
t2ins h i s  b i r th r igh t  i n  h i s  land. The adopted chi ld  i s  also under otiiig- 
at ion t o  h i s  fo s t e r  parents and regards them a s  h~ ( fa ther)  o r  & (mother) 
a s  the  case may be, giving them the sane res:,ect and loving care in t h e i r  old  
age t h a t  i s  owed and given the biological  parents, e ,  "A" was adopted by "B1' 
and h i s  wife when he was a small child,  i n  1899. The biologi.cd f a t h e r  and 
mother of l'A1! went t o  another i s land  i n  1904 and remained there. f o r  e ight  
nonths; during -this t h e  Y3" cared f o r  h i s  adopted son. The fa ther  of '"A1' b u i l t  
a house nearby h i s  own hhoe f o r  llA1l and h i s  fo s t e r  parents with whom the l a t t e r  
l ived most of the  time even a f t e r  h i s  f a t h e r  and mother returned from t h e i r  t r i p .  
He was not  a l ienated from them o r  any other  of h i s  biological  re la t ives ,  however, 
but retained a c l o s e  relationship with them. 



In t i e  ensuing decades, "At1 anti "Btf ma.intained a close fa ther  and son 
re2.ati.onshi.p. "A" recently brought h i s  now aged fos t e r  fa ther  t o  l i v e  with 
him on Majuro and has asswied the responsibilj.ties f o r  h i s  care although %" 
has four grown chi1.dren of h i s  o m .  This one example show the differences 
i n  Marshallese and Western concepts of adoption. 

Lidividuals who possess the  inher i ted  r igh t s  in t h e i r  bwi,i,land have un- 
questioned usufruct r i gh t s  and may eveil become _A= o r  those who 
possess paternal r igh ts  a r e  conslidwed t o  have l e s s  r i&t  i n  the  land. a- 
w, adopted children, ure coiisiiiered t o  ha.vt fcwor r i gh t s  thm tfle 
members of the  o r  tho &i.. 

Residence a f t e r  mr r&ase  i s  ne i ther  s t r i c t l y  pa t r i loca l  o r  m+trilocal, 
nor i s  theye a r c g u h r  peiviodic bi-3.ocal residence pattern as  i n  pa r t s  of Mela- 
nesia. A aan may l i v e  and work on the land of a i s  spouse o r  vice versa. 
Matrilocal residence, however, i s  consider-ed m o m  d e s i r c b h  in view of 
the f a c t  t h ~ t  the  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e , o f f s p r k g  a re  bound closer t o  the maternal 
bwi';i land, where someday they may become &3h m d  wheiie they possess "real" -- 
d r i  j e rba l  r ights .  - 

Mushallese have been lilarrying i n t o  o.ther a t o l l  groups fo r  centuries.  
This process has become progressively a x e l e r a t e d  wit11 impmved transportation 
and c~~nmunication. Opportunities f o r  marriage outside oi" t i e  home a t o l l  have 
increased tremendously and today m a y  l4arshdllese. possess land r igh t s  in wide- 
l y  separated areas  throughout the  Marshalla. This, of course, has done a p e a t  
deal t o  break down atoll  ethnocentrism. 

If a mzrried couple should res ide  on the wife 's  h b  land md  the wife 
should pre-decease her husband, the  husband has the  r i gh t  t o  renain on the land 
provi.ding there  a r e  children; i n  t h a t  case, the  widower may not be evicted even 
i f  the o.lab should so desire. The offspring (who have a vested i n t e r e s t  i n  
t h e i r  land) look out f o r  t h e i r  father13 welfare and help him t o  remain on 
the land. 

I f  there  a r e  no offslxing, -the widower does not  have a r e a l  claim and the 
d a b  may ev ic t  him o r  allow hiill t o  remain a t  h i s  discretion.  The l a t t e r  course - 
i s  usually followed unless the widower i s  a trouble maker o r  shirks  h i s  res- 
ponsibi l i t ies .  I n fo rma t s  h w e  never heard of a widower o r  widow being evicted 
from t h e i r  deceased s ; s o u s e s ' ~  land. I n  most cases, the in-laws wmt them t o  
remain. I f  a widower should remarry t o  someone outsi6.e h i s  deceased wife 's  

they both may remain on the land, a t  the discret ion of the  a, but t h i s  
i s  not usually done. 

In pre-contact times the zi would, i f  they f e l t  t ha t  t h e i r  demise 
was imnlinent, cal.1 t h e i r  people together and. name t h e i r  successor, normally 
following the accei~ted custom of inherit,mcc. 



The Geman goverilmeztt s ta r ted  t o  r e z i s t e r  wills and the Japauese govern- 
ment ins i s ted  t h a t  eveqroile, 2nd - alike,  should make a properly 
registered and documenLed wi'U.. This ed ic t  was complied with i n  the main 
during the Jctpaiese occzpntion but f e l l  i n to  abeymce a f t e r  the  Japanese were 
expel-led froin the i4arshalJ.s. Since t h a t  time only a few individuals, mostly 
irsid, have executed writ ten wills. 

m lke concept of r c n t r l  of land o r  h o u s ~ s  was non-existent aboriginally.  
This concefit :;as introciuced 'q foreigners who -wished t o  acquire s i t e s  f o r  t h e i r  
coamerclal vextures, <and. who did so. 

Transactions of t h i s  type involving 1"iarshallese alone have been very ra re .  
In f ac t ,  only oxe such case i s  operative today. This case occurred very recent- 
l y  and has poli,tlc;ll.uotivat.;.ons ra ther  than a mere des i re  f o r  monetary gain. 

The la.n6 i.nvolve6 had been rented i r e v i o u s l ~  t o  a Japanese entrepreneur. 
Interestingljr enou~h  in the recent dispute, the  && involved, i n  p r e s s k g  her 
claim f o r  rent,  made the d i s t inc t ion  between land used f o r  business purposes 
(bakery and s tore)  and t h a t  par t  of her land being used f o r  dwelling purposes. 
Kentds  were ciernonded f o r  land f a l l i n g  in the former category only. 

An individual who has obtained the ( s )  permission -to e rec t  a house, 
e tc , ,  not on h i s  own &&, 1,md may from time t o  time vo lun . t~ r i l y  bring food t o  
t he  of t h a t  land. However, the  concept of r en t  "per:-se", i s  not implied.* 

TREES 

Individual t r e e s  may be given t o  a person outside of the &jJ by the 
d a b .  Nearly every on P!ajuro has t r ee s  (coconu.1; mostly) t h a t  have been -- 
~ e l ;  aside f o r  Protestant Church use. There a.re a l so  many g i f t s  of t h i s  kind 
on Arno a td  Ebon and other, but no t  a l l ,  of the  a t o l l s .  Many of the  government 
schools have received t r ee s  also.  Trees are cal led 32 .&& (coconut t ree)  o r  
ruZ kSn (breadfruit  t r ee ) ,  etc.,  depending on the type of t ree .  The a f f i x  k& 
means t r e e  o r  stump. 

Only the recipient  ,may use the produce of the  t r e e  involved. He may 
give t h e & &  o r  others  permission t o  use the t r e e  i n  h i s  absence, however. 
ti g i f t  of t h i s  s o r t  may rever t  t o  the  donor upon the  demise of the  recipient ,  
( i t  i s  considered a transaction between two individuals)  o r  the recipient  may 
be allowed t o  re ta in  t he  k k  at  the  di.scret:i.on of t he  3. 

See AJXOENDUM 
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TARO PATCHES ( i g  . 1 pl .  b s . 1  kg ) 

A o r  ta ro  patch within a'yZ&may be given t o  individuals outside 
of the .b&j- o r  i t  may be retained within the L&J, a t  the  discret ion of 'the 
&&. An example of the  d i f fe ren t  categories of b&l- which may be found on 
one may be seen on Eram y&o, on E b n  Atoll,  one of .the southern l?arshalls, 
where the 1arges.t ?dowit of taro i s  t o  be found. V :  1. One is assigned 
a s  &I& ,bw&L (1wlx 3 frofi) . It i s  tended and cleared by the d r i  i e rba l  but 
i s  not harvested except when the b1w3 rnalces special  ( a r  n&ie)-"ow 
(-&a) alone", t o  the  J 5 j J .  The b b  produce i s  not used f o r  any other pur- 
pose, d ar r e re  inher i ted by the  he i r  of the  m. 

2. One assigned t o  "A" who i s  a kEka2jariri (adopted chi ld) ;  she 
tends the taro patch ax? ha.rves.ts the  t a ro  T o r t T i G e  of herself  and f m i l y .  
The al-gkwill  not  touch t h i s  t a ro  patch; i f  he should do so (cu l t iva te  it, etc . ) ,  
it would imply t h a t  he wished t o  evict  the  person -to whom it had been assigned. 
(This i s  a%so t m e  of land i n  general). k new slab w i l l  subt ly  s ignify h i s  
approval. of previous a:;si~nmen'ts t o  and w i l l  r a t i f y  sane 'uy saying t o  t he  
incmbent: "1 weuld l i k e  a basket of t a ro  from your ) b L _ . I 1  

3. Anoth~r  was assigned t o  !IDn and i1i.s brothers. Before the Lurn'of 
the  ceiitury, "B" had beeil horn in to  a l ineage holding E r m  m. A t  ththzt -time, 
m l e  and female twins were considered as being incestrcous, having sgent the pre- 
na t a l  period in juxtaposition--within t h e i r  niotherls womb. "BU uas, unfortm- 
ately,  one of these. According t o  custom, his t \ i h  s i s t e r  was allowed t o  l i v e  
(" to  become .a&") and I1B" was bwied a l ive .  He w8.s eximmed immediately, how- 
ever, by 2. gltying neighhor who reared him a s  her k Z ~ a i i r i r i  (auopted child).  
\Jhen "5" had grown to  yomg mahood, "C", h i s  female cousin, invi ted him back 
t o  -the &Q lands. She hc.d 8,ttended the Protestant Mission School on Kusaie 
and disapproved of t he  re jec t ion  of "B" by t h e i r  linaage. %I1 was the senior 
fwdle i n  .her l ineage and next i n  l i n e  t o  be $Lab, conseo,uently very powerful 
and much resgected. llC1l alloca-bed e. a ~ d  the d r i  . i e rbd  r lgk t s  in two of 
t h e i r  .w&(s) to W1 . Although "B" could never become && because of t he  
" i n c e s ' t ~ o u s ~ ~  circmstances of h i s  bir th ,  he was t a c i t l y  sccepted within h i s  
b&j. by the other members. irihen W1 died, h i s  & was inherited by his - 
son who holds the use r i g h t s  t o  it today. 

4. There a r e  s i x  other & or  Erm w;ito, the taro of which i s  used by 
the  d r i  i e rba l  of the  m. An may reserve all of the f o r  himself t o  
be used f o r  m. In t h i s  case the $ . .  Arx . w i l l  not  use the produce from 
.the t a o  patch unless the  gives them exp l i c i t  permission. This i s  not  the  
case Qn Eram a, however; the  &L.l allows the d r i  i e rba l  f r e e  access to  the  
bwil which was not  t rue  of some of h i s  predecessors. - 

5. Another type of bwil i s  tha t  i s  exchanged f o r  another o r  a 
good byeadfruit t r e e  (& 'Phis i s  usually done t o  cement t i e s  of f r iendship  
and marriage, e.g., about t n i r t y  years ago a on Erm was given t o  W", a 
men who had married in to  t he  &w12, i n  exchange f o r  a breadfrui t  t r e e  located on 
l l C 1 l t s  land. The ta ro  from this par t icu la r  @.& was considered t o  be the 
property of t h i s  individual and respected a s  such. Conversely; the f ru i t  from 
the  par t icular  breadfruit  t r e e  was cns ide red  t o  be the  exclusive property of 
the  &I& and people of Eram. 

About nine years ago, W1 commenced l lstej l inglr  the  breadfrui t  from the 
t r e e  and l a t e r  s ignif ied h i s  desire  t o  regain h i s  former property by climbing 
the t r e e  and openly s t r i p l~ ing  it of i t s  f r u i t .  Tnis angered the people of Eram, 



who f e l t  t ha t  "CII had broken t r ad i t i on  end affronted them by taking bread- 
f r u i t  from the t r ee  while continuing t o  us6 the  and then seeking the 
return of the t r e e  (which was a very good one). 

6. Temporary usufruct a section of a ta ro  patch may be 
a l located a s  a source of food for people who a re  v i s i t i n g  an is land f o r  a 
shor t  while ( t h i s  i s  not an o u t ~ i g h t  g i f t ) ,  e.g., Nmrik AtoL1 people v i s i t i n g  
t h e i r  ckildreii who Tere att,eilding the J3panese Government School at Ebon were 
afforded t1Li.s pr ivi lege,  

7. Gi f t ,  a s  kitre t o  one's wife: taro patches inay be -given by. a in= t o  
h i s  - d f e  as &a. There a r e  some instances of t h i s  or. Ebon, Lilsiep, and 
Meji;, otc.  ?emission of the  && ojnd Lrnl must be obtained before a &i& 
may be gi.vm a s  gitze,. Fal lare  to 60 t h i s  may came serious d.isp~l'tes, e.g., on 
Mejlj, tin A r a  who had wurked a ta ro  patch without any assistance from h i s  
r e l a t i ves  gave the t o  his wife a s  krtre_ three years before he died. Th%s 
was done iO. tho~t  cmsul.tin& his m, After he died, h i s  twj.S contested t h i s  
g i f t .  The dispute was f'inally :;ettled amicably a few months ago. The :b@J 
agreed to allow the childless widow t o  use the u n t i l  she dies,  a t  which 
time it w i l l  revar t  t o  the  mL. The ma.y zllow the decendkints of a woman 
who received kitl.e -60 r e ta in  possession of the ta ro  patch involved. lbn-iv1ejiJ 
Marshallese who heard of t h i s  case s ta ted that .  the woman's kw& i s  en t i t l ed  t o  
possessio+l 009 t h i s  according t o  c~wtom. 

Throughout the  liiarshalls t he  reefs  were clajmed by the iroi:i as a o r  
personal property. i f  the f i sh ing  wa,s good around them. The iroij r;ould d.eclare: 
Wur i n  buruan." ('1% own reef)  o r  e l s e  Wur i n  i r o i j "  (reef of the  kc&&$. After 
this tabu uas ins t i tu ted ,  no one e l s e  was permitted t o  fish th8.t piirticulax reef 
on penelty of deGth ,or expulsion from h i s  land. In  1934 the Japanese au thor i t i es  
"broke the tabun by declaring the  r ee f s  open t o  everyone. Froui then on everyone 
riiho so desired has u t i l i z e d  these once forbiciden f i sh ing  grouxis, 

These reef areas were usual ly  near the entrance t o  the  lagoon where f i s h  
a r e  especially plent i ful ,  e.g., wi lhinkrno Atoll  about one h d f  mile from the 
shore of Mde l  Island l i e s  a reef  cal led llMoenfl. This reef i s  the habi ta t  of 
many tuna and other f i s h  which feed around it. The tabu described previously 
applied here ,a lso.  The reef f i sh ing  on Ebon is  very good, several  isolated 
re6fs  a r e  the hab i t a t  of a l a r g e  f i s h  "ei1okt1, whose f l e s h  i s  considered par- 
t i cu l a r ly  good. There were f i v e  wur i i  i r o i j  here: T o k S i n b m ,  Wodrenlan-- 

( translation:.  big reef) ,  Tokimkil, Euruan Lewoj--(translation: Lewoj, an old 
Ebon m, wants the  reef) ,  and Nminaujedr. 

These choice f i s h i ~ g  spots uere reserved f o r  the  i r o i j  l ab lab  alone a s  
previously described. Other people were a f ra id  t o  disobey the tabu u n t i l  it 
was l i f t e d  by governmental edict .  3nd.l  i s lands were a lso occasionally 
tabooed, e.g., Kaben, a smdl.1 i s l a i d  with a few t r ee s  on it on i,lotto Atoll,  
was *en by tne f o r  h i s  personal use because of the abundance of coco- 
nut  crabs on it. 

On Likiep Atoll. a s t re tch  of beach on the main is land extending from 
the s i t e  of the Catholic Mission to theNorthern t i p  of the island, a distance 
of about 2000 meters, was forbidden terri to 'ry.  It was t o  f i s h  within thirty 



yards of the shore &long -this area, which is  the habita.t of l a rge  schools 
of (mackerel). The 180werslt of Likie? considered themselves a s  iroii 
and i.nsti.tuted tinis prohibition .in German times. Iiere again the tabu is not  
enforced today. & (forbidden) f i sh ing  s i t e s  were in erd.stence on every 
a to l l .  

According t o  custom, t he  property r i gh t s  extended out t o  t he  area 
where peo2le stood, us~tally' waist dee?, in order t o  f i s h  with a pole. 
and- were the f i s h  comrnonly sought. These r igh ts  belonged exclusively t o  
the lineage, 5wij, whose land holding, &to, bordered the marine area. 

This custom continued u n t i l  1934 when the Japanese au thor i t i es  declared 
t h a t  all ma.rine areas, up to  the high water mark, belonged t o  the  Japanese 
govcmen t .  M a ~ s h d l e s e  informants believe t h a t  t h i s  change was made i n  order 
t o  allow the J a p n e s e  to  claim logs, barrels,  lumber, and othar  itcms of f l o t -  
sm and jetsam. These objects were highly p i z e d  i n  t h i s  area  where heavy 
timber was scarce and esl;lecially so in pre-contact days.when metal was only 
obtainable from tho above mentioned sources. 

The &j:j lablab of the pz.rticular area  into  which these materials 
d r i f t ed  cleimed exclusive r igh ts  -to them. The l o s s  of royal. prerogatives and 
attendant revenue was, of course, r e smted  by the -iL, who were powerless to  
prevent it, however. This break with t rad i t ion  has continued under the  
American t rusteeship a d  i s  apparently accepted by everyone today. 

The Northern Radak a t o l l s  of Bikar, Bokak (Taongi), TGke, the is land . . 
of .  Jemo, and the is lands of Erik and Luij  i n  Erikub Atoll  have been used from. 
time immenoria.l.as game reserves. These areas are  the habi ta t  of myriads of 
sea t u r t l e s  and nesting fowl. Periodically,  t u r t l e s  and t u r t l e  eggs, b i rd s  
and t h e i r  eggs were taken, a s  described l a t e r  (see &. 

Due t o  the scarci ty  of water supply, these islands have never been 
regularly inhabited. The Germans used this f a c t  to ju s t i fy  the  seizure of the  
a t o l l s  of Bikar and Bokak a s  government property. The J a p n e s e  took them over 
with all the other German government properties.  Tkiey were not  exploited by 
e i the r  foreign power, however, and the  Marshallese from Northern Radalc have 
continued t o  u t i l i z e  t h e i r  resources. 

Laiimoj, the  -,lablab of northern Radak, whose ancestors owned the 
two atol1.6, claims personal t i t l e  to  Bikar and Bok& as  g land and has s t a t ed  
tha t  the Geman claims l e r e  invalid.  This wri ter  agrees with the Narstlallese 
position t h a t  land used a s  a source of food supply, etc. ,  should not  be alien- 
ated from i t s  owners merely because it i s  not  regul>rly inhabited and cult ivated.  

It i s  recommended t h a t  the United S ta tes  Government withdraw dl claims 
t o  Bikar and. Bokak i n  favor of the  Marshallese who f e e l  the.t they. have never 
l ega l ly  l o s t  t h e i r  r igh ts  i n  them. 



Land i s  considered t o  be the  most .valuable asse t  t o  the  ivlarshallese who 
a re  so dependent upon it for  t h e i r  day-to-day existence. Land disputes have 
been and s t i l l  are  the cause of alinos.t all.  fa~ki1.y schi.sms. People a r e  always 
plot t ing t o  obt'2-in more land, by marricge tod.ay and by warfare, marriage, and 
black magic i n  the past. 

Black :k,na.gic, ekabel, was solnatiqes used t o  k i l l  off the  older members 
of the lineage, par t icular ly  in. the  case of the i r o i j  bwQ: tTXUbrub iion ro  
neji.nn (destroying the obstacle t o  her children)., i .e . ,  reinovhg the obstacle 
(person) t o  her children's  succession t o  land r ights .  A non-relative i s  always 
asked t o  xake the ma.gic. It i s  believed t h a t  the i l lness  o r  death sought f o r  
the enemy w i l l  "boomerang" and a l s o a f f l i c t  the  person who performs the magical 
r i t e s  i f  h e  o r  she i s  re la ted t o  the proposed victim o f .  black magic. According 
to .  informants, $lr,, i s  sometimes performed 'today. 

Land i s  regarded a s  sacred ITsomethixg t o  f i g h t  f o r  and d i e  for"  and has 
been, a s  f a r  a s  may be ascertained, sold o r  given away t o  outs iders  only because 
of f e a r  of e i t he r  physicd o r  iaora?. force. A s a l i en t  example of t h i s  a t t i t ude  
was observed recently et Majuro. A mar had been circulated t o  the  e f f ec t  t h a t  
the United S ta t e s  bvemmmt  was planning t o  r e i a m r s e  the owners of the  land 
upon which the administration functions a r e  located 'VJ giving them pi.eces of . . 

former German-Japanese government lands located i n  Majuro and nearby a t o l l s .  
This m o y  created a tremendous amount of anxiety, insecurity,  and d i s t r u s t  on 
the part of t he  individuals concerned. This wri ter  was deluged with queries a s  
t o  the va l id i ty  of the rumor. The concensus of opinion of the Piilrshallese in- 
volved was: We w i l l  nevcr wil l ingly accept any other land i n  exchange f o r  our 
lineage lands. IT 

They w i l l  not  wi l l ingly accept coxnplete alienation of t h e i r  land. The 
individual Marshallese i s  f u l l y  aware of the par t icular  categories i n to  which 
h i s  lineage lands f a l l  and what r i g h t s  he possesses i n  them. Genealogies, both 
royal and commoner, a r e  traced back i n  some cases ten o r  more generations and 
mmy of theu have been written down, a r e  carefully-preserved by t h e i r  owners, 
and used a s  evid-ence t o  sup,~ort .claims in . land  disputes. 

The younger generation of i4arshallese, however, those under t h i r t y  o r  so 
years of age, 8,s a whole are  not f u l l y  cognizant of the l e s s  basic concepts and 
customs of land tenure. 

I n  the  pre-con.tact period, the iroid lablab ( the senior ranking member of 
the  senior l ineage of the ru l icg  clan (m) was the acknowledged ohner of a l l  
the  land and moveable property i n  h i s  r e a h  i n  a socio-ec0nomi.c system roughly 
analogous t o  the  feudal system of medieval Western Europe o r  c loser  a t  hand, t o  
the  social  system of pre-contact Polynesian cultures with the reciprocal r i gh t s  
and obligations of dl classes within the framework of the  society. The sub- 
jec t s  of t he  could not be evicted from the land without good reason, how- 
ever, (mainly f o r  offenses against  the  - lrimself), and t h e i r  r i gh t s  were as 
a rule, respected by the w. The more comoners (m ) an iroii had i n  h i s  



re&, the more power he possessed--a l a rge  reservoir  of hwan beings t o  draw 
upon for  labor and warfare. (The word Utr i t s e l f  meals power). It was there- 
fore manifsstly incumbent upon the L o a  t o  t r e a t  h i s  su'bjects with consider- 
at ion and re ta in  t h e i r  1oyaltj.es. 

A regular channeled t r i bu te  system, a, was adhered t o  by the sub- 
jec t s  of the j . i .  I n  the l t t t e r  s a r t  of the  nineteenth century with the 
deve?.opment of copra a s  the cash crop, the sha.re of the iroij and the people 
who produced the copra vas established. (See LAND USE) 

Tile concept of &oa  ownershi? of the  land apflarently continued 'and was 
unqueslioned u n t i l  Je.panese tjmes, p r io r  t o  i,rorld 'dar XI. k t  t h a t  time the 
Japanese introduced the concept t h a t  t he  &a owned the land and the  &&g 
owned the t r e e s  growing upon the land. Tnis was probably done t o  f a c i l i t a t e  
acquisit ion of the land needed f o r  r n i l i t a l y  oases and ins ta l la t ions .  

Some jnformnts  believe tha.t t he  new concept was a r e s u l t  of Japanese 
rnisunderrf&ding and jumping a t  conclusions. It is  alleged t h a t  when the 
Japanese o f f i c i a l s  queried a s  'to who plan-i;ed the trees,  the Marshallese replied: 
Vhe did:' The J ~ p a n e s e  then, supposedly assumed tha t  the  t r e e s  were the 
proporty of the  &I& who had planted them. A s  a corollary, we may log ica l ly  
assume tha.1; the Lr& upoil being questioned, informed the Japanese t h ~ t  the  
land belonged t o  the  iroij, a s  per custom. 

This foreign concept of separate ownership t i t l e  t o  the land and of a l l  
of the t r ee s  growing upon the land was implimented by the Japanese o f f i c i a l s  
who paid some of the &ou and &&bs) involved f o r  land and t r e e s  respectively. 
The foreign concept of division of o~inership plus the f a c t  t h a t  the foreigners  
begirming with the Gerrnans had supplanted the iroij a s  the supreme au thor i t i es  
were undoubtedly contributing fac tors  t o  the  gradual s h i f t  of orientation which 
has continued t o  the  present time and which was accelera-ted by the soc ia l  dis-  
ruption attendant upon 'Giorld Var TI and the American invasion m d  occwpation of 
the Marshalls. The concepts of !libertyfl, ufreedom", 2nd "democracy" were free- 
l y  disseminated by the new ru le rs  without, it i s  believed, adequate def in i t ion  
o r  explanation. This fur ther  contributed t o  change i n  a t t i t u d e  i n  regard t o  
socio-economio concepts on the pa r t  of a seguent of the popul.etion, especially,  
as inight have been expected, on the younger element who were iii closest  contact 
wLth the Americans. 

The general a t t i t ude  today i n  regard land r igh ts  ( a s  f a r  as t h i s  wr i te r  
has been able t o  determl.ne) i s  one of j o in t  ownership of laad r igh ts  with the 

possessing cer ta in  r igh ts  and the kn.iur passessing other r igh ts  i n  the  
land, holding these r i gh t s  a s  a member of a lineage (m) in  cormion with the 
other bwi;i members. 

The general concensus of opinion seems 'to be tha t  the  Japanese concept 
was an a r t i f i c i a l  one and t h a t  the t r e e s  cannot be separated from the land. 
The concept of j o in t  ownership of land r igh t s  i s  stronger i n  mik than in the 
Radak Chain, probably because 'the h e  have become ext inct  with a few ex- 
ceptions in E l i k  while the t rue  - s t i l l  f lour i sh  throughout, the  Radak 
Chain. 

The prevail ing opinion was exemplified by the actions of the last 
"Marshallose Congress", xihere representatives of tile mass of the population, 



the  "House o f  Assemb$y", met with the UQ, I1House of -ij.I1. A t  t h a t  time, 
tihis mtitfer was debated a t  iength. The iroi.i declared tha t  they owned dl of 
the land and were upheld by a smdl percentage of the  older u. However, 
the majority, jroung and old, disagreed, s t a t i ng  t h a t  the land is  owned by 
everyone. 

A srnall a n t i - m i  se r i then t  e x i s t s  today, l a rge ly  composed of younger 
men most of whom have been closely associated with Japanese and Americans. 
These individuals (none of whom a re  organized a s  a group) are  anti-- only 
i n  the sense t h a t  they a re  opposed .to deferring t o  cert&in individual w. 
They a r e  not  ag3,inst the  institu-kj.on of imrj per se. I n  f ac t ,  the  des i re  t o  
re ta in  the economic prerogatives of the  &&J f o r  themselves i s  the pr incipal  
motiva.tion for tineir deviatioin from the  norm. 

A t  tne  other end of the  pole are,  of course, the  &&j, and t h e i r  ad- 
herents, most of whom a re  the older and more conservative elel!ient. It is  ant i -  
cipated t h a t  the aii position, lr&e.:c &j.:;i~ui;cd",will become correspondingly 
weaker. 2s t h i s  older and more conservati.ve'~eiement d ies  out. 

It i s  hoped tha t  the  admi i s t r a t i on  w i l l  continue the l l la issez i'zire " 

policy insofar  a s  possible i n  regard t o  the  land r i g h t s  s i tuat ion.  Any dis- 
agreements imy be brought before the D i s t r i c t  Court i f  the  disputants them- 
selves f a i l  t o  reach a ainicable egreement. (This i s  the current avai lable  
mechanism f o r  settlement of land disputes of which there  are  many.) However, 
a-t t h i s  writing, only one caseinvclving Land r i g h t s  has been brought before 
the D i s t r i c t  Court; -Apparently the  Iviarshdlese a r e  wwy of l e g a l  processes 
t hz t  a r e  outside of the  l oca l  cul ture  pa t te rn  8nd a re  re luc tsn t  t o  bring the 
highly important problem of land r igh t s  before an outsider. This wr i t e r  has 
personal knowledge of many instances where land disputes have been channeled 
through t o  the t r ad i t i ona l  au thor i t i es  rather'  than through the nlicn 

lmerican mechanism f o r  handling these problems. 

The administration should not  support one group o r  the  other involved 
i n  land disputes; but shouid rernain neutral. offer ing advice t o  a l l  s ides  i f  
requested. This obviously requires a great  deal  of '!tight wire walking", so 
t o  q e a k ,  but it i s  absolutely necessary i f  the  governing au thor i t i es  a r e  t o  
h w e  the confidence of everyone and accomplish t h e i r  mission. 'The Marshallese 
are  watching every move tha t  t he  Administration makes regarding land matters. 
Any i l l-advised move by the administration might very well rp se t  the  present 
balance, causjng any of those vho may be uncertain end wavering i n  t h e i r  
a t t i t udes  t o  follow the  administration's lead.  It is ,  therefore ,obviously 
necessary f o r  the  administration to  t r e a t  all s i tua t ions  involving land r i g h t s  
with the utmost discret ion.  These problems should be worked out by the 
Marshallese people themselves with the minimum of American interference and.that  
only when absolutely necessary. 

CATEGOFXES OF LAND 

Land i s  divided in to  three general categories: 

A. Lhoren o r  %bi,iukinen (rough translation: old "fm-ily land"). 

B. Ninnin ( l i t e r a l l y :  "nurse from the breast")--land al located by 
a parent t o  ofyspring. 



C . linonaj e (&r.J de3 -- (Lj:LeraI.ly: "divided land1!) . 
The terms 1Kniorex~ :ind _k&i&l~&&_e~ a re  q p l f e d  t o  the sane type of l a id ,  

the ancestral  l m d  holdings of the  mi*t,ernaL &iJ; however, there  i s  a shade 
of differonce of meaning i n  the two terms, LLoren ( l i t e r d l y :  "old stone!', 
from the &-!%each. stones", pebblles,, placed around the home s i t e ,  ins ide and 
out) r e f e r s  t o  t h e  ol1cestra33 l a i d  (earth) i t s e l f ,  while kabLjukinen o r  b i r b i r  
(foundation) as it is sometimes called,  has a poet ic  connotation of deep 
affec-tion and sentiment and i s  used i n  much the  same way on a la rger  s c d e ,  
a s  the Jaganese souetimes dsscribe t h e i r  homeland by tine word Wmatoff ra ther  
than the more commonly used "nippon'l o r  a s  the  I r i s h  r e f e r  t o  "the o d d  sod", 
the Russians to Wother iiussiall, e tc .  The majority of land holdings i n  the  
Marshall i s lands  belong t o  t h i s  category. 

r & I ) is  the descr ipt ive term f o r  land tha t  was given 
by tile f o r  outstarltiing services i n  w a r  and peace time, Ymy types of 
land a re  included i n  t h i s  gen.eral category each with i t s  own descriptive name. 

With the end of l oca l  warfare (duriiig the  German period) g i f t s  of land 
r e m l t i n g  f iom trarf are, i. e., manr,iSrkot, waenbwe, e tc . ,  ceased. Other _u& 
i n  & such a s  reucrds f o r  magic, medicine, a id  navigation, etc. ,  a r e  made very - 
rarely  today. -r& ( l w d  giv.en by a pa.rent t o  an offspri.ng) i s  s t i l l  ma.de 
occasi.ona.liy -toda;r, however. 

B U R l J  I N  A J X  - IMOllAJE - DIVLDSD LAND --- 
Dsna.ie (PGJ.ik and hdalc) i s  Land given t o  a person who helps the  iroij 

by nursing, bringing food, etc. ,  makes medicke, e tc .  T h e w  may- give food, 
mats, rope, e tc .  , instead of land. This is ~ m w i  a s  g.re@a kalo t lo t  (goods f a r  
nursing) o r  z~wn tiriarno (goods of sorro~r)  2nd i s  given by the &oa only, 
t o  anyone. The &a :nay mzke inionaje t o  a m, e i t h e r  @.& o r  j-; 
no one e l s e  may do so. 

In  t he  old days two men remained w i t h  the wife of the  iroil at  dl t h e s  
i n  the capaoity of wztchmerl o r  body guards. One remained outside a t  nll times-- 
escorted the  m ' s  wife, brought food t o  her, e tc .  This functionary was 
c jUed d r i  .jut& lo to  (translation: "mnn who stands by the m l s  room). 
These men received imonaje land f02 t h e i r  services. They were re la ted  t o  the  
.i- on the fati ies1s side; they were l a s t  i n  succession and l e a s t  l i k e l y  t o  
t r y  t o  k i l l  the  iroii t o  gain his p s i t i o n ;  therefore, the uost  trustworthy. 

An i n f o r m a t  ac.ted a s  dxi jut& l o t o  f o r  t he  l a t e  i r w i i  l a b l a  Murji l  of 
northern Radak ca. 1916 t o  1919. ire i s  a cousin t o  the sa id  Y l j i l  on t he  
pa.ternal side. His food was given to  him by the He carried a knife  with 
him a t  a l l  t i n e s  but was never forced t o  use it. Informant s ta ted t h a t  he had 
t o  stay awake on guard against  possible a t tack many nights  becawe of trouble 
between two M - - M u r j i l  and Tonuia, iroii of A i r &  (liaioelap) . This trouble 
Lasted f o r  about one year. 

The person nursing the i r o i j  as a baby i s  known a s  the  dri-iutak lomalal; 
this person belongs t o  an mu, one of whose members has the  honor of 
being the &-iutak lomeld.. The dri-jut& l o t o  posit ion goes t o  a brother o r  
son l i k e  regular pa temdl  iaheritance, i n  or6er of senior i ty .  The &oii, &ways 



chooses the xomm ire b-ants a s  v e t  nurse for h i s  children from his o r  
t imt  of h i s  fa ther ,  vhether iro;i,i o r  not .  

Lmd was alvays giveil f o r  these se16ces;  inform:mt received land f o r  
h i s  services. He b e c a ~ e  and receives the  i r o l i  e r -  share now but i s  
no t  a r e a l  _e-, and he is not cal led by t h a t  t i - t l e .  ' There +re no 
positj.oiis o r  t i t l e  of this kind now, dri-jutak,  e tc .  After &&j. lhr j i l  
died (during the  middle phase of the Germm% occupation), these positio3S 
became ext inct .  .. 

The of f ices  were continued during the l i f e  time of the  incumbents, from 
youth u n t i l  t h e i r  heal th  f a i l e d  and they were unable t o  discharge the du t i e s  of 
t he i r  posi.tions. A t  t h a t  time, the iroij ins t ructed the outgoing dri-.iutak 
lo to  o r  driii.;iutak l o m a l d  t o  name the successor--soueom he , tmsted i n  h i s  - 
bwi.j o r  on h i s  paternal s ide a s  the ease might have been. 

Wlrii i n  a.ie i s  niso used t o  describe land given by the iroi.i t o  refugees 
from an area devastated by typhoon, drought, t i d a l  wave, e tc .  The &&j. o r  
leroiJ might a l loca te  land t o  t h e i r  resgective spouses a s  buri..i i n  a.1e. .- 

Inheritance Pattern: 

The recipient  of 'uurij in ade, imon a.je may.eit'ner assign it t o  h i s  
&Q or  t o  h i s  children, a s  he so desires.  In the La t te r  case, a l l  of the  
children wl1.l share i n  the  use r igh ts  of  the  said  l m d .  The eldest  of the  
children w i l l  become a s  per the  custoiary mat r i l inea l  inheritaxce pattern.  

The decision a s  t o  future  disposal of the  ].and may then be made by the 
a l ab  in the succeeding generations. The land may be retained within the bwi.i - 
o r  divided again between the s ibl ings .  ' It i s  alleged t h a t  in most cases, the  
land i s  retained within the b~ab~. Sibl inss  iisually cooperate with each other  
in t h i s  matter l"oecause they a l i  snared t a e  same breast".  

J ik in  IColotlot--1mop Rolotlot--Jemlok (The Ending) Zs l m d  given f o r  
II - -  -_t- 

nursing o r  caring f o r  j.rqi.i o r  when ill. Given on death bed usually o r  
m i o r  t o  death when nerson i s  becoming old. Gif t  must be anprhed by the 
a. The recipient  may be a medicine man ( d r i  WO) &o nursed the 

donor of the iand, e.g., when iroi;i TEbo was iU on Arno i n  1950, many people 
gathered about him, a s  i s  the custom; some of them brought food t o  him, carr ied 
him t o  the outhouse, bathed him, etc. His d r i  uno remained near him a t  a l l  
t i n e s  during his long i l l nes s .  This functions as  a s o r t  of "sick care insurancen. 
Land of t h i s  type i s  passed down through t h e m .  During the German period, 
Kwier Island on ICwajalein Atoll  was allocated t o  Leanmo a s  .iikin kolo t lo t  by 

Jeimata and h i s  half-s is ter ,  Libetok, upon the death of the former iroJ 
l ab lab  Lei t .  (See NOTE). ' . -.--- 

NOTE : - 
1. 1,Ten i n  ko io t lo t  i s  personal property; clothixg, f i s h  hooks, money, 

etc.,  not belonging t o  dl share holrlers of the  land. The money, e tc . ,  i s  given 
t o  the e ldest  child t o  divide among the s ibl ings .  Adopted children are  no t  
included. Money may not be given t o  an outsider "because t h i s  creates disputes" 
as informmts have explained. A m a  may leave a house, c is tern,  etc. ,  t o  his 
(NOTE continued on p. 18) 

. . 



"IMGN AJE",  " B U R I J  I N  A J E "  

"IROIJ LABLAB" 

A 

(Original ~ e c i p i e n t )  

I1 
Children of B 

V.MGN A J E ?  " B U R I J  I N  A J E "  (divided land) may be al located to either 
" b w i j "  (I) or  chi ldren (11). 

Figure 3 .  
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h o n  Ato ( m i k ) ,  Nontutu (Radak) (come ashore t o  ge t  land)--land, not  -- 
an i s l m d ,  given t o  a person who adopts, nurses, ,guards, and cares f o r  the  
child of an iroij, gives him special  anointment (kokabit) with coconut o i l ,  
etc,  The guardian (&or) may be e i t he r  a man o r  a woman and h i s  o r  her 
become &ox also.  Any member of t h i s  may correct  the child of the  iroi,i 
when he mlsbebaves, by beating him and pull ing h i s  ha i r  (usually very tabu) 
and may stop him from fighting; i . e . ,  they are  5.11 the posit ion of parents t o  
the child of the whom t h e i r  member has nursed. The iroi,i provides 
food f o r  the  child and the guardian. Vhen the child has grown up, h i s  &g&i. 
ftither gives the land t o  the guardian ( a d .  Someone other than the wife of 
the  &o&J nursed the children of the  u. People vied f o r  t h i s  respected 
and lucra t ive  position. 

Enen Tutu--an i s l m d  given f o r  the  above services. -- --.* 

The person ~ h o  receives t h i s  type of land mtiy a l loca te  a portion of it 
t o  h i s  children who w i l i  have d r i  rierbal r igh ts  only and may no t  become &L& 
unless t h e i r  fa ther ' s  becomes ext inct .  These dri j e rba l  (worker) r i gh t s  
are  inher i ted by t h e i r  children, but the  liind jenen tu tu  and montutu) a s  a whole 
belongs t o  .the &:a of the or ig ina l  rec ip ien t  and is passed on through t h i s  m. 

Jikin  In  Xokabit--land used as a special. place i n  inwhich t o  give magical -- 
medical treatment. It i s  forbidden land (A, a re s t r i c t ed  area. The bwirak 
(noble) children of the  &oi-i use the area, not the  w. This i s  one of the 
devices used to  enhance tne prestige of the b&pk; a s  an i n f o m m t  explained: 

Everyone knows who the &-& i s ;  he does not  need a s  much I& a s  h i s  
bwirak offspring. -- 

The j i k i n  i n  kokabit i s  usual ly  a small island, but i t  may be a suaZ1 
piece of l m d .  In  e i t he r  case, t he  land area i s  not l a rge  enough t o  till. 
This Land may belong t o  any individual but may not be ussd o r  even walked on 
by the I1ownert1. The purpose of these tabus i s  t o  prevent people from seeing 
the magical. treatrnent. 

The bwirak were annointed to  make them strong and a t t r a c t i v e  and brave 
i n  war. Sexual intercourse was forbidden--sometimes f o r  as  long a s  six 
months following the t,reatment. If the treatment did not prove f r u i t f u l ,  people 

(=E continued from p. 17) 

son i f  he has b u i l t  i t  himself. It w i l l  be very d i f f i c u l t  t o  do th i s ,  however, 
i f  h i s  brother, uncle, o r  other W m e r n b e r s  helped h b  t o  construct sane. 

2. Incorporeal property such a s  knowledge of magic, medicine, navigation, 
etc. ,  i s  t rad i t iona l ly  gxarded jealously and transraitted within the ir0i.i group 
o r  t o  individuals whom the iroii may designate. Poscession of t h i s  'secret : 
knowledge has served t o  enhance the i r o i j  position, adding t o  t h e i r  prest ige 
and bolstering t h e i r  position &s leaders  of the society. This was especially 
t rue  i n  the  pre-contact period and immediately following, before an education 
(reading, writing, e tc . )  becane available t o  dl. 



would say, "He spoiled his knbt,enT'(head auointme~t) ,  i .e . ,  he had indulged in 
the forbidden sexual i a t e r c o ~ r s c .  Them s i t e s  a r e  s t i l l  tabu although it i s  
not cer ta in  whether o r  n0.t the aag ica l  rnehic,d r i t e s  a r e  st.Lll practiced. It 
i s  said  they were up t o  t i e  end of t he  Japanese regime. 

WulieJ (big  gl,ave)--the p l o t  of laud in which the &&. a r e  buried. -.- 
This area  i s  forbidden (e& t o  anyone not  of tne &id ancestry, with the 
exception of the  guardian w. It is  believed t h a t  supernaturtil 
sanctions w i l l  autouaticai1.y operate against  tnose who v io la te  the  tabu. 

This m i t e r  recent ly  v i s i t ed  the  s-iza la*, on Meiruirijl, Island, J d u i t  
Atoll  i n  which 13.e the remains of Litokwa, Laiutok, arid other %l ik  w. 
Two Marshallese xrouths, one a member of the  f i e l d  party and nat ive of another 
a t o l l  ( ~ w a j d e d  and the ot3er a l o c d  resident,  refused t o  ge t  within 15i) 
f e e t  of the  s l~all  p lo t  of ground i n  which t h e w  a re  buried. The grandson 
of Litokwa, however, v i s i t ed  the  gre.ves with complete unconcern, explaining 
t h a t  he had the ri&t t o  do so. 

Ninnja (v. and n.)-  ... land given by a fa ther  t o  h i s  children; it belongs 
t o  t.he &id. A man's daughter and son w i l l  only have && j e r b a l  (worker) 
r ights .  The may not  take $hem r igh t s  away from them. 

The senior &iL menber i s  always the -&a&&. I f  the  && should t r y  'GO 

take away the land r igh t ,  the  w i l l  intervene and prevent it. The 
j e rba l  r i gh t s  are  passed dorm from parents t o  children from then on, but &&- 
r i gh t s  go down through t h e m ,  and &-&. may a l loca te  t h i s  land, not  
d i e r b  A d r i  :ie:rbaL may never a l l oca t e  +&& r i gh t s  t o  another =. - 
He may, however, a l loca te  d r i  jerbal  r i g h t s  t o  his children--real o r  adopted. 
He may ninnin only i f  the bwi.i agrees. The && hiiiself may not assign j?& 
land away unless permission i s  granted by the m. 

The has authority over divis ion of food and work assignment, etc.,  
but on land division matters, he must consult with his &@J. and his .&&.,is 
He cannot do anjrthing on h i s  own accord i n  iand division matters. This i s  t rue  
today and was t rue  in the past, i .e.,  the  &I.& i s  not t he  f i n a l  authori ty  o r  
autocrat ic  leader. He must consult with his lineage on these important matters. 
He does not  have the exclusive r i g h t s  in t he  land, e.g., an && on an a t o l l  in 
Northern Hadak recently expressed the  des i r e  t o  ev ic t  the  children of his 
mother's younger s i s t e r  from the  .&&.,iland because they had been "too haxghty", 
refused t o  bring him food (a, etc.  He complained t o  h i s  k o a  who to ld  
him t h a t  i f  he evicted the cousins from the land, he would be v io la t ing  the 
custom (pani t  eo). The dispute was then se t t i ed  amicably. 

If the does not concur with the des i re  of the  _slab o r  d r i  , i e r b d  
t o  ninnin t o  h i s  children, the  children may remain on the  land a s  a,jri i n  
w. They Kill work f o r  the  aJ&'s successor and have prac t ica l ly  t he  same 
r igh t s  a s  the  a - i n - b w i i  (people with matr i l ineal  &i jerbal  r igh ts ) .  The 
difference l i e s  i n  the i n a b i l i t y  of t he  gj& t o  become && (unless t he  e n t i r e  
bwi.l. and associate  become ex t inc t ) .  Everyone must have the  &Is per- 
mission t o  cut  t rees ,  build houses, e t c .  

After  the recipient  of n i m i n  dies,  his o r  her children may be allowed 
t o  remain a t  the discret ion of t he  bwij, e . ,  the o r  &I&? gives ninnin 
t o  one generation only, h i s  son o r  daughter. 



A l e s s e r  chief, i r o i j  erik, may make nirlniri t o  his  kajur (commoner) 
son but he cannot lezveTiiTi.ICZ;is i r o i j  e r z a t s  and m. These must 
go t o  sorneone of i r o i j  blood' If t h m i  er3.k has no re la t ives  le f . t , " thb  

-,.-- 
ka'ur chilc? may take the i r o i j  e r i k  r igh  s s o t  the  t i t l e .  " H e i s  not a -+ . . +- 
'Pea t erik.11 ~ a s e = e T ~ q e d  by informants where i r o i '  e r ik  have iT.;""2 : .. ; .  . .  given a 1:ajwr-c?;ild p a t  of t h e i r  lands as  ninnin but n o t  e irTj-erllc 
rights. ^%Tninnin goes dorm through the c m n  and t h e i r  children. 

P 

The i ro i ;  lablab may make ninnin of special  land parcels ( r r ~ t o )  t o  - 
h i s  c h i l d r e 3 t ~ w i ~  members a r e  n o t  excluded. Ninnin as  may be seen -. 
i s  a mechanism by vhic'Sia fa ther  i n  t h i s  matr i l ineal  society  may provide for .  
h i s  chj.lclren. One informant s ts led,  ttmeryone l i kes  to  make ninnin because 
they help out Yo-eir children and Gveryone l i kes  t o  receive ninnin because 
they g e t  more land*" 

This method of 'lane! division often creates problems; on I,fejij, 
f o r  exanpl.e, i t  has been cause of disputes since German times. Some of the 
people ?rho h2.d rec-ived 2,jri. r i g h t s  refused t o  pay t r i b u t e  or .ekkan of produce 
from the land t o  t ! . ~ e i r  a ' z s )  on the ground t h a t  they had n i n n m i g h t s  and - - - 
did not have to recoglizz t h e i r  m c l e s  1 authority; conf l ic t  ensued, 

Sometirtes the alab made the  divis ion before h i s  death so each of h i s  
chil&en had r igh t s  h y - p o r t i o n  of land, The rec ip ien t  generation of 
and t) leir  female children have ciri j c rba l  r i gh t s  i n  t he  land., The male - 
descendants of t h i s  generation h a v e T r i g h t s  only. There i s  much of t h i s  - 
today; e s p e c  a l l y  on 1Ialoelap, Aur, and Wotje. 

h!innin land i s  always given by the fa ther  t o  h i s  children. The donor 
may be F c x  strong personali ty t h a t  he i s  able t o  go ap;airist the  wishes of 
h i s  h~5 ~ l a t i v e s  t o  a l loca te  t h e  land outside of tine bpAj. There have been 
instTnces of t h i s  deviation from the norm.. . Nost types o f i ~ n o n a j e  may become 

. . ninnin. - 
9 :  . ,. 

Korjinkot (FBlilc), Bo!.man Mare ( ~ a d a k ) ,  ("take a t  the point of the 
spearll)T--iven by i r n  x r r i o r  f o r  bravery i n  bat t le .  After 
the b a t t l e  was over, vic%?&s i r o i j  al$~ays cal led the i r o i j  e r ik  and alab(s) ,  - - 
!Ithe ones who know more than t h e m r s t l .  together t o  t a m  over. They s a t  
and l i s tened  t o  t he  i r o i j .  He rrould the; c a i l  the men t o  his house and ~rould 
say, "1 give you ( s u m d  such a land holding)--morjinkot. Then he rrould 
pass the  word t o  t he  assenbled people ?.rho had come t o  honor him, bearing 
elclcai, Norjinkot was always given by the  i r o i j  only t o  kajur. -?!henever land - 
was given as  morjinkot the peopxe l i v i n g  a e  land m i m e  allox:~ed t o  9 .  
remain on'theTd as  workers f o r  the new a lab  or  they might be s en t  away - 
and new people placed on the land. The i r o i j  to ld  the or ig ina l  dwellers on - 
the land rrhere t o  go. 

The recipient  could give the land t o  h i s  children o r  t o  h i s  bwij. It 
vas not supposed t o  be given t o  anyone but  a re la t ive.  The permissionof the  
bwij had t o  be obtained i n  order t o  give land t o  son. Lf t h e  or ig ina l  re- 
w e n t  gave i t  t o  t he  bwij, it fo l lo~ ied . the  custom through the bwij. Once 
the land is passed down through the &.rij, it must continue t h i s  It is 
up to  the f i r s t  rec ip ien t  t o  decide: "He is a very important mant1. If it 
should s t a f t  through the paternal side, it must continue t h i s  way; may not 
be changed. 



This is very important but i s  sometimes violated and causes trouble.  
Souetimes, a man would give tne l m d  t o  hio wife; t h i s  was "wrongI1, and was 
done very rarely .  When land was given t o  .the wife and from her t o  her  
much trouble s ta r ted .  Jsual ly  t he  first man who received mor.iinkot from the 

gave the land t o  h i s  ra ther  thau t o  h i s  children. A m a n  receiving 
mor,iinkot could by-pass h i s  brothers a n d s i s t e r s .  

The recipient  wo.iL7d te l l .  the  &roJ& how he wmted t o  dispose of t he  
land he had received a s  norl;inl.;ot. The &ii then informed the S ro i i  e r i k  
and &&(E) of the d i s p o s i t i ~ n  of the  land.. The 2.- could prevent the  m a n  
from disposi.ng of the land i f  he t h o u g ~ ~ i t  was not r igh t .  

If tile idan's &.wQ had fought hard i n  the war, the izli, would i n s t l U C t  
the man t o  ienve the land t o  the  m; o r  if the mmi 2nd h i s  son oi' h i s  
brothers were good f igh te rs ,  t h e  &oJ might favor 'the pateriial side, i . e . ,  
dependeilt upon actions ~ X L  the war; wiiich group fought, the hardest, If the man 
had no brothers, s i s t e r s ,  chiliiren, o r  r e l a t i ves  on the paternal. side, t he  
land vent t o  the AwG. kithough t h i s  land i s  given t o  an individual, t he  &a. 
i s  ineld.ed---patema1 r e l a t i ves  also.  Recipient conferred with h i s  uncles, 
and t l q r  a l l  divided the land. 

R man usually had t o  confer with h i s  &a& f o r  dis~;o:;al of rnor.iinko5 
( a f t e r  he received i t )  even though the aJ& had no pa r t  i n  the  wa.r. The land 
was divided among the recipients  and h i s  siblings,  only t o  c l ea r  and work, not  
to  keep. The ~ i b i i n g s  vere assigned t o  .d i f ferent  &(s) i f  more than one 
wiito was given by the ~XIX~J, e,g., L&ar Lsland, Arno a f t e r  the  intra-clan - (a,& MwcipJ war of Tawij vs. Ujelaii. 

~ a t e r r k .  r e l a t i ves  and paternal  r e l a t i ves  bib used the land. Maternal 
r e l a t i ves  have a ? r e d r i g h t s t  jn the  land. Paternal r e l a t i ves  could g e t  
food from the  land but did  not  have ?real1t rickits i n  the l m d .  After the  senjor 
M m e m b e r  died, the  next senior person i n  the  @J became a. 

The land usuEill;y went t o  the  whole xi when the i r o u  made a morIinkot 
grant. A l l  or" the  f5.giiting men, 6ri t e r inae ,  wwe accom.panied.into b a t t l e  ky 
t h e i r  female re la t ives  who a c t e d  a s  lssupply and. nospi ta l  corps", carrying 
water and food f o r  t h e i r  men folk,  usually i n  a coconut s h e l l  container. The 
women involved weye :called d r i  biik bEka (person who brings a water o r  food 
container). The saying was, "They a re  following u s  t o  t a k e  care of us when 
we a re  hurt." Tlle auxil.iaries did  no t  carry weapons but remained. a l i t t l e  
behind the warriors, watchjag and,waiting f o r  a male re!.atj.ve t o  f a l l  wounded 
o r  dead a t  which time they would r u s h  $0 h i s  s ide t o  succor him o r  c a r r y  away 

. ~ 

h i s  body. . . 

The warrior 's  uncle would be &a& on the land whether he went t o  war 
o r  not. The warrior was under him. After the old && died, 
the  ,aJ.& t i t l e  went t o  h i s  s ib l ings  according t o  the  customary m a t k l i n e a l  
system, and a f t e r  thorn, t o  t h e  warr ior ' s  older  brothers and s i s t e r ,  in order. 
In a case l i k e  th i s ,  the man who received gorj inkot  could never become && 
u n t i l  a f t e r  h i s  senior ' s  demise, i .e . ,  the  benef i t  accrued t o  the  b w a  ra ther  
than the individual. 



could, hovevsr, be made i n  tile f i r s t  i c s tmce .  The && Could 
m&e the divisioli a e j .  f o r  a1J. of h i s  childrer,. This rcay be doue genera-tion 
a f t e r  generation. This has been doge on Mejij Islmd. ( a s  previously icientioned). 
There one me,y see smd1 -(E) with only f i f t een  t rees .  This caused rri~ch 
f r ic t ion .  The ai& divided up the land =Long dl. of the members. This 
was last, done during Jni>anese times. The i4ejij poi:le realized ;lo: i.~.i,.,,,.:~.~!;i~i.l:. 
.,. > , 2 .~ . 
L.ALS w,:.:, .zc m.vc st;:.toh thc:i they ;,c::.j.evod. 7:;e practice of riinnin has been 
tke cause of :iiuc:i tzouble. 

Tiie children usud.ljr work thp, land t,ogether, and. it is  i -nhe r i t d  l i k e  
lamoren lland th.rov.gn the e. -- 

A mm. could not a l locate  the imrl t o  h i s  son done;  the had t o  
share.. .It was impocsi'ale f o r  tile land t o  be given to  a outsider. On )kt&, 
land was glven ( i ~  one case) t o  r e l a t i ves  of the  :nother due t o  extinction 03 
the bwij. The i r o i i  e l a s  Jortaka turned. t he  land over t o  the  oldest  of t he  
:not:ierPs r e l a t i ves .  Infgmant never hea r i  of a mi. gixi.rig land t o  anyone out- 
side the =. The lroij would become a q g ~ j . "  The land w i i l  autom.ti.cal.ljr go 
t o  the next senior when the o ldes t  a becoaes extinct ,  a s  h2.S ccc;.red 
during time of mr. 

Vaienbve---lcv.? given Qr the a as  a revard f o r  forecastiag 5he future.  -.- 
A ,-. dzi  -- iX1ba ((.cLgician) ~ a s  attached t o  t h e  m' ( s j  ~ G U Y ~  aid. ~ d v i s e d  him a s  'to 
the z;ppopriate t h e  f o r  going to  var, b~.rilding a new house, g o k g  fiching, e tc .  
But lanci wes given f o r  giving aGvice on war only; food, mats, e tc , ,  were given 
f o r  prophesies not conr'ected wi5h wwa.r;"c?re. A d r i  Wav. ;?as giver; lmd .  one t - b e  
onl:r b~ the irqij f o r  past, present, and fu ture  propiiesies. The d r i  bv.h vas 
and i s  a hig>Jy rei;,~ected parson and ximy tabus were m d  are  s t i l l  attached t o  
h i s  a c t i v i t i e s .  

Informult 's fa ther  lezrned mzgic from Bouliej., iiij, lablab of Northern 
kdak,  vho taught h i s  sons and grandsons. He was v e q  prof ic ient  a t  m. 
I n  the past, the knew more about magic than myone else .  However, t he  
res t r ic t ions ,  e s p e c i g l y  sexual, caused the & o z  t o  maintain a magician i n  
h i s  en-toupage. This knovledge, according t o  legend, was taught by two derni- 
gods, Lewij a d  Laniej, who come down from heaven and l ived  a t  Buoj 1s l~~1d i n  
AiliElaplap Atol l  f o r  a while, teaching tatooing as  well. 

Vaienbwe was a reward f o r  personal services and could be ninnin to  the  
recipient ' s  children o r  could be passed on through Itis &;i a t  h i s  discret ion.  
The recipient  becomes whe-ther he i s  the senior member of the  o r  not.  
Ee may have an uncle o r  brather who i s  senior t o  him a d  h i s  w, but t h i s  
man w i l l  be &Q on the l a d  only. The recipient  of waienbve o r  kworaelem 
land w i l l  be an a himself on t h i s  ianci. 

KwoGraelim--1md given by koi.', t o  a man who sa i led  with h i~n  and bai led 
out h i s  outrigger canoe (very hard work and necessary t o  keep the cwoe a f l o a t  
and enable it t o  keep und8rwz;r) i n  war time and peace t h e .  This tgpe of l m d  
could be passed on through maternal o r  pat?rnal side--son o r  daxghter a t  t h e  
discretion of the  recipient-like waienbwe. The reward of kwodraelim could 
be deferred u n t i l  a l a t e r  date. It was l i k e  waienbwe i n  t h a t  i t  was given a s  
a reward once t o  an individual and was inher i ted  l i k e  waienbwe. 

Anburo (oldsr  word: ?;itre)--general term for ,presen ts  of food, clothing, 
etc., given by a am t o  a woman before and/or a f t e r  he na r r i e s  her. Rnburo 
( l i t e r a l l y :  "of the  heart") and ("out i n  the  open") a s  opposed t o  bonerik 
(something one hides t o  buy the hear t  of the g i r l  one loves).  K6bwEjbw6'j i s  
the new slang expression f o r  the  l a t t e r  type of g i f t .  An analogy i s  d r a w  by 



Taro p-tchns a r e  soxetiriies give2 8.s atre. 

Katlzb--1md allocater; by the i r o i j  l ~ b l a b  t o  a w. The vord I?-S -- 
derived from ga&ek ( la rge  Jmt ing) ,  i . c . ,  the  i ~ : o A  ;L.its ( t rees )  peoi21e 
on the l a &  Vlmt the whole t ree" ,  i.e., lYll;mt %he i s l a d ,  Lll of it, ~ : i t h  
peoplell. GGt.&s zea?s; i l  loniier iniia?xitg.nts were c l e u e d  oi^f the  Icnd, no 
one re~iainir.g on it a t  ",me of t : ~ e  g i f t .  &enever Lild rim given a s  mor.il.nkot 
(reward f o r  brzveiy) cf-her a w s r ,  tine inhabit?.nts :night be s e r ~ t  ~ W i ' j  i f  my 
survived, o r  tiley might 5e c.llowed t o  rendin cs workers f o r  the new oXmer. If 
the p q ~ l e  wwe t h r o w  off the  l t a d  because one of 3iej.r had offended 
the &I'& (col lect ive pmisinnent), t h i s  w@d rot t&e c u e  of t h e i r  needs 
f o r  l m d .  %weve~, another irqjj, ,%eaying of t h i s  expulsion, ?right i nv i t e  the 
dispossecseZ ofies t o  h i s  s ide mii would s e t t l e  them on h i s  li!nd, thus gaLqing 
mo~~e  cdherents. 

;ia.tleb does not  necessari ly k,pl;7 +nish;nent. If .:he 'ii moved people --- 
off the linCl inerely fo  ;xovide h i d  f o r  otliers (not. t o  ,oFisil transgressors),  
he ?dould f ind  Lmc: f o r  the lieogle whoa he h;;cl clisl:.osses~ed~ Ee u s u f i 3  "con- 
f iscated" l a d  from a - th,:.t k d  ,>lmty of land. 

Some l c ~ t l ~ ? b  land had no ,1eol~le on i t  when it  ?ids 1f21mted", duc t o  a 
n.. 4 t ~ r , . l  ,. -. disas te r ,  e.g., l;.n6 on Ebon where :.li peoi>le had be?n k i l l ed  by a 
typhoon a.bou.t 150 years ago. 

Ketleb i s  always given t o  3.n ind iv idud ,  no t  t o  a m .  The individual -- 
may c d l  the  & i  i n  i f  he ~:;nts to. He lazy give i t  t o  h i s  children ns inform- 
an t ' s  a c e s t o r  did 100 years ago. i;c.tleb L a d  mzy be given away t o  outsiders,  
but informants have never hear2 of t h i s  hq,~ening. "A roan n c t u r d l y  wmted 
t o  take care of h i s  k in  folk o r  chilcirenoll 9nLf the or ig ina l  rec ip ien t  cculd 
give i t  t o  ~:ho?onever he l,iished, but 2 f t e r  t h a t  i't followed the regu3.i.r custorn 
through the bwij. i s  then inherited through the i,iatern;l siGe (m) 
l i k e  l&oren . k ~ d .  

. . 

i ~ l o  lcnd, ( R 2 i k  2nd Fhdtlk), Juluburin & (Radak only) --personal 
l u d  o f T h e  =. &~ch  &oiJ lablab had land cal led E. He ;night SAY, point- 
ing  t o  m i s l m d  .or a +reel of l a d ,  "Th:.t i s  'jly E." From t h a t  rnomer:t on, 
th;t par t icular  l a d  w;.s forbidden t o  myone but tne &&i oc peo@e t o  ,wliom 
he gLve s , e c i ~ l  ,emission. The >:or6 i t s e l f  m e a s  forbidden or tzbu. 

then an ind iv idud  i s  being t rea ted  f o r  cer tz in  ;ilments,he i s  s. 
Sexual intercourse i s  forbidden both t o  himsalf cnd the d r i  uno (medicine xm)  
who i s  t rea t ing  him during the period of treatment. 

. . , , . . . . . . 

This term i s  derived from Jerno, a. is1,nd in northern Radjic, which 
according t o  t rad i t ion  i s  the residecce of Lab5 Jemo, the s p i r i t  o r  of 
an i r o i j  lablab of long ago. It was believed t h a t  Lzwi Jerao, the high 
of Jemo, dwelt i n  a huge t r e e  from :rliich he soinetizes eraerged t o  walk 
around the island. On these occasions he i s  s i i d  to  have sp2eared as ; t a l l ,  
strong, handsolne m a n  "Secause he was an i r o i ; i . I 1  

.. . 
. . 



Jerao i s  the horae of myria?.s of t u r t l e s  a d  birds whose f l e s h  and 
eggs have been a vl:luzbl? source or" p o t e i n  f o r  the  people of the  neighbor- 
ing a to l l s .  Stylized r i t u a l  was connected with the f i r s t  food gathering 
expedition of the  year wh9ch occur-ed i n  the summer time (&. A f l e e t  
of canoes ~.:ould s a i l  from one of the neighboring a t o l l s  under the  cwmand 
of the w. The kakollol  (o r  navigation a id  used t o  f i x  the posit5.on) 
of Jeino i s  saiCi; t o  be a large flock of b i rds  t ha t  f l y  out t o  meet the %noes 
about ten o r  f i f t e e n  iai.13~ fzoii the i s l m d .  Vhen the .  birds were sighted, t he  
helsmen would exclaim: Droror tirn;lei o r  Droror (eyes clown), a s  a sign of 
honor and respect t o  La i i  Jemo. 

Uhen the canoe of the expedition c m e  in s igh t  of Jenio Islcnd, the women 
i n  the  par ty  had t o  hide under m,:ts i n  the  canoe; othem$se, bed luck in  gzther- 
ing f l e sh  and eggs was cartdin to  f o l I ~ w , , ~ ~ o  :it was believed. ils soon as Jemo 
was sighted, it was emo t o  use ord&w.ry !:iarshrllese--the I a r o i i  language 
was mandatory. 

\hen the c a o e s  were being hauled u~ on the b e x h  special  _roro (work 
chants) were used: 

"Rubrub lrane i n  madren e wulik "Erealc WLJ firewood, firewood, 
KaroiTroii i e  jitoii,  So t h c t  rie w i l l  be able t o  

r e s t  by the f i r e ,  
'IJitoii r i k  jitofi. It  Charred wood, a l i t t l e  charred 

wood. 

This was followed by: 

Wubmb ji toii  in ib jen lro k,.roErofi i e  jitoii. 
JitoiI r i k  jitoii." 

'!Break u:~ chcrred firewood so t h a t  we sha l l  gather strength st 
the charred firewood. 

These canoe cnmts  were used on c.11 of the  "bird islands11. They were 
used as  l z t e  ~ . s  July,  19.&9> on Jerno. "To make tile p e o ~ l e  stronger." Seveml 
elderly inforraants on Ailuk and VutrGk (nearby a t o l l s )  expressed t h e i r  bel ief  
t ha t  Lard Jeao gives thern strength t o  haul the  cm.oes up on the beach when they 
use these chants. 

The iroij a d  a l l  of t i e  expedition went ashore. The had t o  1ez.d 
the f i r s t  trip of the year, and he ms t h e  first person t o  s tep  whore. 

Before the par ty  co::menced the i r  search f o r  eggs, etc.!.divine sanction 
was requested. Everyone assembled on the  beach before Groceemng i n l m d  a id  
cut a l e d  of coconut frond. ! J i t i l  the iroii leading the ~ y ,  they walked toward 
L w i  Jemo ( the  ]raiial t ree)  i n  single f i l e ,  each individual carefully stegping 
i n  the f o o t p i n t s  of the  2erson i n  f ron t  of him so t i a t  only one s e t  of foot-  
p r in t s  yould &ppe?.r+as i f  only one person had been there. 

, .: . .. 

116in& were required t o  hold rn2. t~ over t h e i r  11ec.d~ while on the i s l m d  so 
tha t  they could only see the ground well enough t o  gather egjs, etc. They irere 
forbidden t o  see Lawi Jemo. S t r i c t  s i l eace  wm observed on the way t o  worship 
Lcwi Jerao . 



';!hen they reached tke t ree ,  each m m  placed h i s  coconut l ea f  over 8. 
branch of the t r e e  and then sat down in f ron t  of %:> .t:-ec ;xc.~ 'rl;.'.'t??~ a 
breeze t o  come a d  blow the leaf  o f f .  Mhen t h i s  occurred, the  k e b b w i k  
bwil ( r i t u a l  nmie f o r  the &-o&j. on t i u s  occasion) would say: "-I (we - 
a r e  lucky). I f  some branches a l so  f e l l ,  the s a l e  word would be rel;ez!ted. 

This kind of r i t u a l  (a) i s  celied katobar. 

Lawi Juno had signified. h i s  ap i rovd .  Zveqrone then proceeded (not 
i n  s ingle  f i l e )  t o  a special  &ce where marutto, a sm.l.1, r a r e  pi?&, grew. 
The &o~Li, made medicine by pounding the marutto _ulmt. Three yellow leaves 
and three gzeen leaves were pounded together, a d  the extracted juice was 
drunk by aall. This was done t o  p e v e n t  a n d  blesding 2nd diarrhe; wiiicli might 
r e s u l t  from the unnccustomed meal of t u r t l e  a id  birds '  eggs. Ilirin leaves 
were mide in to  a medicine using the s m e  r ec i i e  i f  incrutto ex t rac t  proved in- 
effect ive.  (This trentzaent f o r  d imrkes  i s  s t i l l  used t o d ~ y  :troughout the 
I.iarshclls; sometines the leaves a r e  merely cuclced.) After taking tine pre- 
ventative medicine, t u r t l e  eggs were &hered independently. 

Eefore eating, evezyone 'eassembled before the sacred t r e e  t o  resme 
the r i t u a l .  The &rq&i o r  a senior whom the &o&i had ap-jointed stood 
before L2.wi Jerno 2nd cormenced cl1mtir.g: 

"Je.i jsr urnlf-We s t a r t  t o  yay.tt 
"Jelbo I =el, jeLbo I l i ~  ke W e n  J k w i  Jemo-We worship, 

we worship, we worsX?--these eggs fed t o  L;+wi Jemo. 11 

"m, ikb i  eaii eo, Lajibwineion"-"move it, e i t  to  the 
north f o r  Lajibwinemon i s  the of the  nortn.ll 

Won rak LorokU-"to south f o r  Lorok i s  the of the south.fl 

l'non r ez r  LokbeaU-Ifto e a t  f o r  Lolcbea i s  t t e  &&i of t he  east.11 

"zon kabiloE iok i~biLo~"-~~Co the west f o r  Lokabiloii i s  the  
ir3i.i of the west.lf 

Ls e..:,ch direction 7;':s n:med, fouii e2;s were thrown out i n  t h ,~ t  direction 
a s  an offering to  the w. The eggs were then recovered a d  the  i j r i n ~ i + l  in  
tile r i t u d  consumed a l l  of t.hem. The reinaining eg,s were divided uij  id e ~ t e n  
by the others in the pi.rty :Lter the  leuder h3.d eaten the sacrific. ia1 eg$. 

A s p e c i d  c h a ~ t ,  roro, w2.s rrsed t o  obtsin su;)ernc.tui%l a i d  i n  + ~ U i n g  
t u r u e s  xdiore: 

" B w i l i  er5k kilt- "push, ro l l ink  on shore." 

"Erijk k i  - 9 - -  er6k kit l-"roll ing on shore, ro l l ing  on shore. It 

"Eraror w2n t-ueo"-"roll the food-bringing t u r t l e .  This 
i s  s t i l i  used by sorile of .the older  northern Sad& 1)eople who believe in i t s  
efficacy. 

. < 



While on the "bird i s l a d " ,  s e m d .  intercwrlrse was forbj.dden and a s  
previously m?iitio~.e;i, the  use cf everyday i;;arshLlese was forbidden. It vils 
believed t h a t  supernatural punis-hn~ent, 21i-i I _1&oU (sickness of the 1Zroi.i ) 
would s t r i k e  the transgressor i n  the  form of dysentery accompnied by severe 
anCl bleeding. 

Tine & i , i A  lmguage (stone, &, o r  foundntion of the il.oi.i w~s mndatory 
at  a l l  times. T i l s  r i t ~ ~ a l  1m.gunge (which i s  s t i l l  hewn today Ff some of the  
older peopie) nay have Seen the ances t ra l  tongue of the  Narshallese, modified 
by cerkturies away from the  homelad; it may h w e  been an exclusive chief ly  (jw language o r  an archaic courtesy lmgmge.  A t  any r a t e ,  it may provide 
a clue i n  comprative l inguis t ic  s tud ies  today, e.g.: 

laan 
tloman 
boy 
pzidmus 
b r e d f r u i t  
coconut 
preserved 

pandanus 
bird 
oc-topa 
shark 
s t ing  ray 
come 
PO 
chi ld  
ship 
eggs 
r a t  
sand 
f i r e  
t u r t l e  

emman 
k5rZ 
l ad r ik  
WQ 
m 3  
n i  

mokon 
bau 
kwet 
b%o 
jemjo 
i t o k  
i i o k  
a j i r i  
wa 
E p  
k l  j r i k  
bok 
k i  j eek 
wun 

mailr 
laber ik ,  naberik 

wairik 
bebelber 

.. .. . . werak 
n:Lkiniii 
jejanjijr 
j ekabuii 
j elrabGlok 
nabdri 
jitE 
unnG 
kilukor 
j e j  &ik i  
mejwar 
wa 

then the expedition was ready to  depart  from the islznd, the d r i  neto 
( n a v i g a t ~ r  i n  ohzrge of sa i l ing)  would order: "Jen ru.bmb, ( i e t ' s  sa i l ! ) ,  
ekwe rube j i t o n  k5nerr (put the  b a t  i n  the  m t e r ) .  After c,lI was ready: "W& -9 -- 
i i t Z  kanefr (anchors axeigh!). Q l ' t h e s e  orders were .given i n  the  l;roij 
tonbae which was used u n t i l  the canoes were half  way home. A speciai  roro was 
continuously chanted by the  helsman to remind peo,de not  t o  use ordinary 
Ifarshallase: - - i n i  - nens erie". . . . . .repeatea (me&ing unlmobn) . 

This ri tarsl  cad sl3ecir2 language was used on dl of the "bird i s l m d s "  
each of which nzd i t s  pal-ticuler ekm, a l l  of whom dwell i n  t r e e s  with t he  ex- 
ception of the &@ of 3 k & ,  Jo Bokak, a red bird (mum) who has been seen 
recently. 



After this initial t r i p  nade by t he  k o i i  or  senior person i n  t he  
hierarchy, axyone e l se  could mzke ensuing t r i p s  during the r e s t  of the  year. 
This r i t u a l  was av~aren t2y  a mothod. of conservation. %.tiher than d l o w  people 
t o  swzrm i4.S over the  i s l ex i ,  possibly frigkteniiig a~ray nesting fowl a d  egg- 
laying turt?-es, the  irai, :ud senior people led  the way and the food gathering 
proceeCed i a  a.n o~ganizeti,  me-thodical fashion. 

. . 
The e s r l y  missionaries sv.dcessfully used' t h e i r  prest ige and 2ersuasive 

powers t o  discourage t i e  worship of Lawi Jemo and IAe other elk&+ Elis 
k a b -  ( r i t u a l )  was l a s t  i;erforu~ed a t  Jemo during Geman times, accorcing t o  
a reliab2-e hformant,  short iy  a f t e r  which the t ree ,  Lawi Jemo, wc.s cut  down 
f o r  boat tinhe?. Today people gathor turiAe .eggs and birds1 eggs, e tc . ,  at  
any tb.3 of year and w& .wherever they wish on Jemo. None of the tabus a r e  
observed cis Paw as :nay be determined. This i s  t m e  fo: t:ie other bird  i s l a d s  
a s  well. This religio-economic p ~ t t e r n  c l ea r ly  i l l u s t r a t e s  the close a f f i n i t y  
of the aboriginal iviarshailese re l igion to  the  eco lop .  

. . 

Mo or  kotra land (Bad& and EGliir), $loburin ne  (Xxhk only) i s  l a d  -, - 
belonging to  the 5.roi.i e lag  d o n e .  \,.?en the a saw an i s l a d  he l iked,  he 
had three taku signs mde  and placed on the l a d  (usuclly very good l a d ) ,  one 
on each end m d  m e  i n  tiye midiile. These !sig?sl' a r e  called it;&& or  jabns 
(no foot) ,  j. .e., co foo t  but the ( s )  may s-;e;> here, a d  %ere m d e  of: a 
p l r i t ed  coconu% frond t l e d  t o  the  w d  of a s t i c k  (infomiant made one f o r  
i l l u s t r a t i v e  punoses)  . Kie word kotra i t s e l f  inems the leaf  (coconut frond) 
t ha t  makes land (ta.bu). Tile iLk& were !>laced i n  posit ion one t i x e  only 
a id  ?rere nst renewed.. . ."people h o w  about it." 

?4agic (w was male on the i t k i i u .  It i s  believed tnc t  i f  cny un- 
authorized person tdces food from the  i s land  o r  ever s e t s  foo t  on it, he u i U  
ge t  s ick and/or die. Pemlssion t o  go on the land htid t o  be obtained from the 
iroij-. If any people h~$ .  been l i v ing  on %he land, they were forced t 3  leave. 
An m i n k b i t e d  i s l a d  w a s  usually chosen, however. Uilen $he died, the  
people could re turn t o  the lank unless the  new continued the m. The 
iroi.i a p p o i ~ t e d  special  tec?por&qr workers who had no r e a l  workers' r i gh t s  and 
who s h r e d  the proceeds from ccpra s a l e s  o r  the produce of the l a d  with the 
irqij. 

This land nay 'be passed from fc the r  t o  son o r  i t  mzy remain.within the 
The may do what he wishes with it; it i s  h i s  personal property. 

If the shou'd leave no close kin, the 7~orkers on the l a d  xay haye it. 
The next iroi.i rnay not  recover any of the  ~II lma. t h u t  h i s  predecessor may h w e  
given away. 

An iinformantSs fa ther  'received two pieces of land on Votje AtoX t n i s  .. 

way. His f a t h e r  was i r o i j  e r a  i n  Northern Radak.. His fzther ,  Jibunemon, was 
patern& uncle t o  Kurji:, the l ab l ab  of itorthem bdak. 17.e infornlznt's 
fa ther  had the &ij& (tabu) signs placed on the t;ro parcels of land, and the 
Land %as inher i tea  by the inforrmnt who i s  i n  possession,,of i t+ ,odzy .  In- 
formant i s  a xember of the noble c1;ss. 



There &re other parcels o f k o b  o r  lo land i n  Ebon, GiliZapLap, 
>iajuro, and other a t o i l s ,  viz: 

Islands -.- -- E t o  ko (pieces of l m d )  

Tole% B a t E  
Edridr BnrG~elmoui j 
~ . e l cmlo to  Lolinmalf 
TEbo Unbar 
Hattiin IEkomijimEn 

Xaiuikan 
Oto jome 
Kimemekan 

There a r e  no a&(s) o r  geogle with r e d  d r i  jerbal  r igh ts  on these lands. 

J a l u i t  Atoil: Ebon Atoil: 

Is lands Is lands 

There hrere a ( s )  and i~eople :n th  r e a l  d r i  j e r h l  r i gh t s  on these lands 
before &&i Neiu toolc then over a s  i n  Ger.ilan t i x e s .  ih agreement was made 
whereby the proceeds from the c o p a  produced on these l rnds  wtrs divided on a 
50-50 share basis. T h i s  division i s  still  in force.  

In Japanese times about 1421, Lobareo, mi eizo of northern Radak, had- 
a juloburin = ( t r a s l a t i o n :  sole  of foo t  f of si only may touch t h i s  isad_/), 
i s l a d  i n  iNaloelap Atoll  on Taroa Islend, Drinjen gEtEt., which he had inher i ted 
fro= ,his uncle, the  :,revious iroi.7 e l m J  Murjil. Iie used t o  take a l l  of the  
money from the cops proceeds--iroij e r i k  and ir0i.i  e lap share, && ami dri 
j e rba l  share. This i s  the r iches t  land on i4aloelq1. 

The i r o i j  :nay. give juloburin land t o  h i s  children o r  t o  h i s  &. 
Royal "b3cod" i s  a prerequis i te  f o r  holding t i i s  type of land. I f  there  a r e  
no roy i l  descendats  l e f t ,  the  i r o i j  e l a ~  tillres the  land back. 

Lobareo la.ter tunied Drinjen & over t o  h i s  son &ibw%j) who inher i ted 
dl tine r igh ts  except ir0i.i elap rigji ts  which were inherited by Jajua, the  
next i r o i j  elail of northern ?ad&. There a r e  no peni~ment workers on Drin5en 
today ?ad no w. Informants have never heard of iroiri juloburin are  
passed dom from t o  &it.; however, there  a r e  no pewanent workers e i ther ,  
only i r o i j  e l a a  %id &&. 



&t& in 6x2 (pain in heart)---l.sd given by a j a i l  t o  h i s  cast-off 
wife (..s "her iiusbmd", i . e . ,  s s o r t  of ?X.mo~ry,". This clone c.t ..:he discretion 
of the &iL. One i r i fo ima~t  knew of a case l i k e  this c.t Votie iAtol1.. 

iktal-. i:? bur0 l a d  reimj.ns in the m. The cest-off mate was t&bu .- - -~- 
sWur3ly t o  oth.er men forever a f te r  unless the  to ld  a m a  t h a t  he cou7-d 
tdce her seraally.  T i i s  l a t t e r  usuel ly  hapL>ened. it vroman who had s e x a  
intercourse without this oermission wzs some-i.irnes k i l l e d  the l a d  was con- 
f i sca ted  by the &ji. %hen a - h ~ s b m d  was cas t  off  by a a o a ,  he did 
no t  receive fietali bur0 l&?d. ik a lso  wa3 tabu sexu;l?.y at  a i l  t ines .  Vomen 
avoided h in  f o r  f e a r  of being k i l l e d  f o r  having se;cual re la t ions  with him. 
iiis i l l i c i t  sex par tner  was the only one k i l l ed .  

LOW&-land t h a t  had never been used before because of heaq unierbrush. 
The-e 'rere ,xay of thase rre3.s i n  t he  old days. There i s  no lznd 
If a &zJ& wanted iand, he asked the  Ar& penaissioa to  c l ea r  a parcel  of 
lowi: lanu t o  have r i g h t s  i n  it. I f  the hdividual cleared the land by hiuself, - 
he could leave it t o  his Cesireci he i r .  

If h i s  helped c lear  the  land, the  inher i ted the land.. The 
i r o a  z igh t  do the  clearing wi%h n i s  own workers a d  he would keep the land as  - 
his p e r s o r ~ d  land. This l a s t  nappen& d ~ r i r i g  ear ly  5apnese  times, e.g., on 
Najuro Atol l  on Ajelt& I s l m d ,  i4wijnba.t y&g has an and temporary workers 
only today. Ddap, ;.ionwornor & i s  i n  the same s t a tu s  but now occupied by an 
a i r  stri.2. On Faiiroii Island, IZilen @& tr& L S l a n  cleared it himself i n  
1912 md changed tk-e n m e  from Rr ( a  geogra$?ic term) t o  i t s  present rime. 

D r i  were ;ui on t h i s  particultar land permanently and z re  ~o r l r i ng  it today. - 
Lohi< by an may mean t h a t  %he imd may have been usad; by a 

but not  worked o r  cleared by ~im. The irofj cleared the limd and the " lost f f  
t h e i r  r i g h t s  i n  it, i.e., a s o r t  of pun i sh~en t  f o r  not  cs.rryir.g out  dut ies  arid 
obligations. 

Erenteb--"something, i . e . ,  a gif", t o  $ut your shavings (from the canoe) 
in." I n  tine old ckys canoes m r e  very m p c r t m t  i n  the  economy axd i n  t he  
frequent wars. In the absence of m e t d  tools, cznoe builciing was a d i f f i c u l t  
and time-consuming task. 

. . 

When the iroi;i wanted a new cmoe, he sen t  ku&reds oS h i s  p e q l e  out  t o  
cut  a huge breadfruit  t r e e  f o r  the  Mi nnd other t r ee s  fcr the sul>ports of the  
outrigger, t i e  pla t fom, e tc .  Only a few men i n  a few l ineages  knew how t o  con- 
s t r d c t  a c a o e .  Si>ecial 'mo;.,&edge of ~easureffients ms and st i l l  i s  handed. aolm 
within the liEeage. 

Folded l,andanus leaves were used t o  "blue print" t a e  cagoe. Two of these 
sk i l led  men were usually i n  charge of the building of a huge ctnoe f o r  t h e m .  
These men were rewarded by the with g i f t s  o mats, rope, food, etc.-- 
never lend. The other workers received nothing from the iro6.i but foad while 
they were working on his cmoe. One infomant  saw the idu r j i l l s  canoe b u i l t  
and l a d  webs not  given. I n f o n m t s  have never heard of l a d  ctllled erenteeb. 

3' idets, mzts, boats, clothiiig, etc., given t o  (: c s t - o f f  w:fe by the iroij 
a re  caLed  mweien tiriamo (these goods- t'.!ings - 02 sorrow) o r  Jefi2ok ( the  
ending). 



The maxi o r  xen  i n  charge of the  sanoe ijuj.liling was forbidden t o  have 
. . 

sema l  intercourse whille the  canoe was being bui l t .  i. d r i  'mbu made iq$.c 
t o  a id  i n  building a good canoe. J& wc.s used before t!ie canoe wc,s b u i l t  
t o  f ind an auspis$ious time. A canoe should be mzde when tliere wiis no danger 
of s u r p i s e  a t tack t h a t  would grevent completion o r  allow capture of the 
canoe. 

Enen-Kojou . (land-of-mdce disgrace),  Jou-Mij ' ( d i e  without land) --the - 
i r o A  never took land a u y  f o r  x iu l t e ry  if jus t  ks& were involved. . Howe;.er, -. 
if m or  l e r o i  were involved, he o r  she v o u d  get  land from the erring 
husbad o r  wife. 

If a male ms rt&rriect to  a l e r o i i  who had sexual rel?.tions with 
ano",er m a ,  the icaJxmight have coxploined to  the i r o i i  e lag  who would say 
ir0i.i loman ( i r o i i  custoin), i . e , ,  the  k o x  ;say do mything they wish. However, - 
i f  a leroii had a && ilusbrind (known as &oij  aman both , i n  R S i k  and Radak) 
who comi t t ed  adultery, she confisca.bed the l a i d  of her husbzlid's sex partner. 
She did not  hive to  consult the  i r o i j  e lzo ebout it. She possessed enough 
power herself .  The 1-r0i.i "lo~d.6 t e a r  her  r i v d l s  vagina open cs additional 
purrisbent i f  she wished; t h i s  w&s done many times accor2ing t o  iiiformants. 

A male who h?.d sexual intercourse with the i r o i i  e lap t  (s) wife 
was d e s c ~ i b e d  bq- a a ~ e c i a i .  terxll, lafi ebu-ti ( the  kieavens wLl1 f d l  Upoil the 
people L concemedi )  . The offending m d e  was alrmys sgeared t o  death by 
i r o i j  e r ik  o r  b w i r & - s  ( l e s se r  royal ty) .  The offending wife could be cas t  
off  without met& i n  buro o r  k i l l ed ,  ct the discretion of the i r o i i  e l m ,  but 
her land was not  confiscated. The,= confiscated the land of h i s  wife 's  
lover, kojjou (tkro~; away). His whole was thrown off tne  l a d  slid toid: '  
Jou ,ii (you %ill die  becmse you have no laldldj. Rle l k d  was then cal led . . -- . .. . 
enen :cod.iou. Inforpxmt to ld  of a case o f t h i s  type tha t  occured i n  k~ru'trEk - 
Atoll  in pre-Ge.man dclyss. 

A &iur xale  .wno liad ,s~ex~.*;1~ rela-Lions v i th  the wife of an iroi.i was . , 

k i l l ed  ana h i s  lad xas given t o  an outsider,  v.su:.lljr the p r s o n  who executed 
h .  H i s  vinole b;ri.i W&,S then evicted f rom the l w d .  

Presumably t h i s  idea of co l lec t ive  punishent f o r  'individual trw,s- 
gressions of one membar of t he  lbeage was desigzed t o  prevent cormonera from 
violat ing the a s€xual r igh t s  m d  t o  accentuate the exalted posit ion of the  

c l a s s  and everytliing pertzining t o  it. The iroii could dispose of the  
confiscated l m d  a s  he >leased. 

I n  tine ewe of a %slur xomm who corxnitted d u l t e r y  with t he  husband of 
a m ,  the off  ending womm wz.s of ten taken t o  t h e  ocem. end drowned by all 
the l e r o i i .  A= informant had liezrd of t h i s  happecing i? pre-European times. 
I n  one c a e ,  during Jqxnese  times, according t o  m in format ,  a ~UI male 
had sexual intercourse with the && wife of a bviY& lab lab  (son of an 
lablab f a the r  md  a lib-dr&--lesser ro;dty--mother). \./hen h i s  crime vas di's- 
covered, the  offended husband ilnd a l l  o the i r o i i  e r ik  and bwirak beat hirn 
in to  unconsciousness. The husbcmd then forgave h i s  wife and coiltinued l i v ing  
with her. 



A l l  of the were tabu sexildLly to except on invitation of 
the or  leroi& The l a d  of the ofi'ad.ing mat,e l e r o i i  ( i f  he was a jsalur-- 
i r o i j  emman) could be confiscated by the 1Jr-- .  If so, a l l  of his was 
evicted and mother wi pui; on the land. The evictees would move to  the domain 
of another as  i n  the case of l a d  alienetion of the & A i 8 ( s )  m. This 
land was passed on through the bwij of the new occupants and was then classified 
as kotleb. 

The offenders: lel-oiJ,'(s) mate a d  the woman involved, were ei ther  killed, 
beaten, or  had thei r  land corrfiscated, any of the three; however, they had no 
choice of punishment. 

The leroi.:' sometlines ordered her husband's death und sometimes her r i v d  
as  %'ell but usuaXQr had them beaten. The most usual pnishrcent was confis- 
cation of land. I f  the is) wife was of iroij ttbloodu, she could sleep 
with another man and not be subject to  punishment by t h e w .  He could only 
Itget revenget1 by sleeging with another womm or he inight merely scold h i s  wife. 
"Both &&, and l e r o i j  have the  same power sc they cannot punish each other." 

ConTersely, i f  an iroi.i offends h i s  {leroii) wife, she may obte.in revenge 
by sleepkg with another man. This metiiod of "paUying backu, as it is  cd led ,  
i s  often prxt iced today by Marshallese of dl c l ~ s s e s .  T:?e is) a 
lover could not be punished according to  custom and neither could the sex 
partner of the iroij. An who had sexual reiations with the wife of 
another irqi.l. from the same area could not be punished. 

The wife, i f  a comrnoner (lijela) could be thrown out a f t e r  being beaten 
but her land was not confiscated. I f  a l e r o i i  was offended against by another 
leroii ,  the same thing applied as i n  the case of the two w. Informant 
laughingly told of an iroii who s lept  with the l i j e l a  (commoner wife of an 
i ro i i  lablab). When the cuckold found out a b u t  it, he becae angry but did not 
do anything &out it. ltA would have been killed." This 5ncident occured 
shortly before World EIar 11. However, f o r  exmple, i f  an iroi.i from the mik 
Chain came to  Iladak and trespassed sexually on a Radak ='(s) wife, war would 
ensue. This  almost precipitated a war on ivfajuro more than one hundred years ago. 

A bwirah: (lesser a) who s lept  with a l i j e l a  would have h i s  land con- 
fiscated but not irilled; presumably because he was a member of the royal class. 
The l a d  confiscated by a 1eroi.i from her r i v d  could be given to  the husband of 
the adultress. T h i s  was oniy done occasionslly, and th i s  land was passed down 
through +he man's w. Land of this t y ~ a  was called mweien tiriamo (goods of 
sorrow). The land of a man who slept  with the 1i.iela (comraoner wife of an iroi.i) 
was never given t o  h i s  wife but was kept by t h e m .  

Kaamnak--(not a land t i t i e ;  verb) "to put someone on the lend, house, etc. -- 
Similar to  kotleb land; it may be any type of Land. It has often been land given 
by one to another, e.g., Jebrik Lokotwerdc, i r o i i  lablab of one-half of 
Majuro Atoll during Japanese times, gave an island on Majuro n to l l  TO Litokwa, 
an irof.i from Ebn A t o l l  in tne E l i k  Chain. Litokda had promised to kaamnak 
land to  Jebrik i n  return. He did not keep h i s  promise, however, so Jebrik took 
the land back. This type of land is  used by the *ij recipient, and a f t e r  h i s  
death, it reverts to  the imi.i donor. 

Kotra land, iroij persond land, has been given as kaemalc. Kaamnak - 
provided the &iJ. with a place to stay when they visited outside thei r  ow  
atolls ,  e.g., Toeme5 iroi.i of northern RaLiek, had land of this type in Jduit 
Atoll i n  the RZlik chain during the Japanese tiaes. 



Irlhil.e the  &&J, i s  aw2.y from his itcam&, land, the money share from the 
land i s  given t o  the  origin:,l Lrox. b o d  i s  given t o  ony of the  recipie3C 
Q?&'(s) workers who may be or& the ianci, e.g., variers of iroi;i Toemein on 
his k8mals land on Jabr, J a l u i t  A t o l l .  

Th* usufmc'L righ-ts i n  iia.amnak may be t ransferred to  a th i rd  gertyy, e.g., 
during the Japanese period, &r& Jebrik Lotokwerak of Ihjuro gave Jable, a 
piece of land on Mzjuro, t o  m;i & Laaan  of 1vIaju.m as  kaamnak. The l a t t e r  
had a b a t  mzde by a half-caste, Soachim de Bmm, and turned t h i s  l m d  over t o  
him fo r  h i s  use i n  p'qment f o r  the  b a t .  fie predeceased h i s  half-caste f r iend,  
and tiie land reverted to  the  ~ r i g i n a l  donor. 

5 h k e r s  of t k i s  type of land w i l l  renain on the land, m k e  -, m d  
give the copra share t o  the new when he i s  there. This individual w i l l  
inform the o r i g i n d  iro5.j %rho w i l l  reply "keep itt1 (money a d  eickan) , i . e .  
temporary tenure i s  recognized bj e;rerfone involved. 

CONCLUSION 

The ikrs.rshaI.??ese s y s t m  of land tenure has been modified in cer ta in  
respects due t o  t l ~ e  acctilturx;ive. inflaence of the  bearers of western culture. 
Warfare has bsen e lb imated  from the pat tern of cul ture  anu consequently laad 
ownership does no t  f luc tua te  a s  r a d i c d l y  a s  i n  the  days of inter-clan and 
familial s t r i f e .  

With the introduction of foreign administrative au thor i t i es  and foreign 
concepts, t he  m t h o r i t y  of t he  royal (iroil) c l w s  has progressively become 
wedcer. However, a s  was s ta ted i n i t i a l l y ,  the system of inheritace 'and usu- 
f ruc t  has been retained a l b e i t  modified i n  regard usufruct i s  operating to- 
day with no over t  indications of overa l l  d is integrat ion and iiitih u l l  indications 
of cor.tinum.ce. ??hether furtheracG-~it.jyiti-L1 anci exposure t o  the concepks of 
the America socio-economic system <Jill cause r. breakdowxfl of the present 
ikrshal lese  system of land tenure remains to be seen. 

It i s  strongly recommended t h a t  t he  Frogram of returning the former 
Japaaese government lands t o  the  former M;lrshdlese owners and the p a p e n t  of 
claims against  tne United States  govemen t  f o r  occupation and damge t o  land 
be expedited. It i s  fur ther  recommended t h a t  the  l a d  sha l l  never be allowed 
t o  pass i n to  non-Harshailese hands. 

This i s  the exp l i c i t  desire  of the  Marshailese people md  was presented 
in a joint ,  unanimous resolution i n  the  meeting of the  second Varshal lese  
Congress" in August of t h i s  year. As such, i t d e s e r v e s  the most serious con- 
sideration by the pavers t h a t  be. 

T h i s  i s  particuli lr ly import&t i n  view of the  stecdy increase i n  population 
due t o  the superior f a c i l i t i e s  offered by the rlmericm inec;ic,l progrrs which 
has almost en t i r e ly  eradicated venered  other dise&ses tha t  have p r e m L e d  . 

l a rge  population increase in the pact. 

There i s  no serious popultition pressure a t  the  present time, but the 
time may come when it w i l l  become nec.essary so u t i l i z e  every piece of l m d  t o  
the maximum extent as i n  t he  Southern Gilber ts ,  This event1d3.y should be 
antici;aated and prepared. fo r .  



A ~ o s s i b l e  future  trend was seen oiilg t h i s  week iii t i e  reqiiest of .% 
a lab  on Ja re j  I s l a d ,  Ma,iuro Atol l  (adjacent t o  the kdninis t ra t ive  Center) t o  -- 
co l l ec t  cnsh rer.ta3.s from vzrious individu2Ls ~ h o s e  bhi.i lands are  i n  other 
aret;.s and who have built r e t a i l  s to res  and bakeries on tkis i n d i v i d ~ d . ~ s  l&i 
land. 

C,LCISSARY 
A br ief  riesufie of terrt imiogg -.~s,w:. i n  eor?r;:ctior, h<tn layd r igh ts  foXkws: 

kiliii........................... a t o l l  -.- 
............................ _niri 1 i t e r d . l y  "child"; a s  used i n  reference 

t o  a person l i v i n g  and working on his 
fa ther '  s land. 

klab............................ t he  senior member of the  m; the head -- 
m z n  or woman of a &  o r  group of 
T\%Lo (s)  . - 

- Bole.. ........................... divination by means of stones (coar-ted - 
out  i n  ser ies ) .  

........................... l a d  (noun). 

............................ m. , l i t e r a l l y  llnavellf; the extended family. 
group o r  lineage; used t o  refs?  t o  tine 
matemal l ineage priljlarily but  is d s o  
used t o  r e f a r  t o  the paternal l i n e q e ,  

' 

,e.g., " tha t  i s  my f a the r t  s bwij l m d p  " 

, i- , sorn&t.Qaes used a s  a s p o n p  f o r  
a (clan).  

W e o  clot.................... means t h s t  the  bwij has becoxe extinct;  
a l l  the  l i n e a l  descendcats of the founder 

. . .  of the b:ri.i 1ia:ve died. 
. . .  

Bwirak.......................... t i t l e  of l e s s e r  royalty; libwira--feminine. 

Cr i+ ie rb  al...................... l i t e r a l l y  "work people"; everyone vho' - 
works on the land with the exception of 
the jLa.b. This i s  :, comp:,rctively new 
te rn  tha t  cane in to  usage with the intro-  
duction of a cash economy with copra as 
i t s  bose. The people who h*ve the ind.is- 
putable r i gh t s  i n  a par t icu la r  piece of 
land a r e  those who 1~5ght  possibly become 
a lab  throcgh t h e i r  matri!.ined lineage. - 
The airi o r  children of the  male jlab 
form another category 2nd y e t  mother  
consis ts  of those individuGs who are  
r e a l  outsiders, being ne i ther  psternal  
nor mateYnal re la t ives  but who have been 
allowed t o  Gork on tfie l m d .  

Ekkan........................... t r i bu t e  paid t o  t h e w :  food, mnis, - 
etc.  



Esno............................. -.- 

Ik~e........,.................... - 
Eonene.......................... -- 

emman..................... 

..... I r o Q  or  - 

I r o i >  erik...................... 

... Jikin........................ - 

J i k i n  ilneip.. .................. - 
Jowi................ ............ - 

Nukin,.......................... - 
-. icadak........................... - 

f urbic'den, tabu. 

i s l a ~ d .  

t he  main island. 

conmoner husbxd of a. 1eroj.j. 

king or  paranomt chief g the  
of t ! ~  senior r o p l  w; ieroi j - -  
qwen 0;- chief ess.  

l l t e r c l i y  " l i t t l e  cni ef"; secondary 
ch le f j  used i n  thc  -kdal: c h a b  o ~ l y .  

place (noun) ; re fe r r ing  t o  a piece of 
l m d .  

piace of ascei:lbly; vi l lage 

.knd of paternal re la t ives;  3rd. person 
plural .  

land of maternel re la t ives;  3rd pemon 
piural .  

clan, a ' t r i i i ned  and ~ t r i c t~1 .y  exo- . . gunov.s v%th one ~xce$t ion:  J ~ r i h - i i c ?  
"Lec&use tir~ere a i e  so many j k k r i k t ' .  

commoner. 

aclopted child; l i t e r z l l . ~  "to rock and 
fondle i n  one's a m u ,  i.~., to "Look 
outt t  f o r  a child.  

comrnoner wife of an k o ~ .  

maternal nephews o r  n i x e s .  

e ides t  femGLe maiioren (the most imgortmt 
because her ciqldren will even tud ly  
become -all]. . . 

re la t ives ,  paterrzS and mnternd. 

eastern c h s i n o f  a t o l l s  and islands: 
Bokdc, Bikar, Wutrs,  Ailuk, IJotje, 
Erikub, Nd.0ela2~ u a Amo, 
14ilie, T&e, e i Jemo 
I a n  and X e j l j  Island. 



Rzik. . .  ........................ westem chain of n t o l l s  end islands: -- 
Rorilap, i~lottc, L,ae, Ujae, Kuajlen 
(Xwajzdein) , El l ip  Island, F?mu, 
p a p ,  J a l u i t ,  Namrik, E n ,  I i i l i  
Isi ad, TJj i lai i ,  Biliiiinae, itoiirik, 
Enewetak, Bilcixi, and Jabh-ot Island. 

.............. =r%.. .......:.. .,: i s l z ~ d s  (ene ko) o r  &( s) (wsto ko) 
used f o r  making copra but not  regula-rly 
inhabited; idso used t o  Zescribe waste 
land, fu2 l  of s o r d  bouluers and sand 
l e f t  'by a typhoon; area  of poor s o i l .  
Usualiy the S. o r  S.. gortion of &I 

a t o l l .  Gdled  xG when on N. o r  N.U. 
I Ion. and 1i.kla.l when i n  the western po- t' 

Rukorea ( R a i k ) ,  )gel (Radak) . maternal uncle. -- 
Dialect ical  aifferences i n  temiaology (RZtik and Radak cha.ins) a r e  noted 

where ex is ten t  i n  t ~ s  paper. 

- - 
Ciac r i t i ca l  r taks:  a--as i n  back, sack; o--tippoxira.tely cs "u" in nurder; - n - - ~ n g ~  2s , A n ,  etc.  

Mason, Leonar?, Bilrinlms, 12 Transpkated .poppd2tion; 
Human Organization: Volume 9, Number 1, S p i n g  1950. 

Spoehr, Alexander, Majuro, 12 Village i n  tr;.e Karshall I s lmds ;  
Pac i f ic  Science Board, Xntional aesecrch Comcil, Fieldiann: 
h t h r 0 ~ 0 l o g y  Volurne 39, Chicago itza.edral History l:luseum: 
November 1949. 

\,!hen the former inhabitants of Enewetak irere re-located on Ujilaii, the  
naval au thor i t i es  a l located one-hdf of the a t o l l  t o  each of the  &r& lablab  
Johanes a d  Abream, following the pat tern t h a t  prevailed on Enewet&. 

I n  1949 ench then divtded t h e ' l m d  allocated t o  him, among h i s  
people. Each ind iv id~ia l  (from the yomgest chi ld  t o  t i e  o ldes t  zduit) received 
a p lo t  of land sane of which support l e s s .  $ban ten coconut t rees .  The 
does not  receive a share of the  5ri jerbal  copra nor (as  previously s tc ted)  does 
the w. 



As cay be seen, this new pattern of ailocathg individua?. land holdings 
2,s 5. &:astic mociific&';j.ou of the -:ra;Litionz% :larshzUwn larid t a x r e  systea. 
l.'fle&er tkds change vas brughli, a'mut bjr acc.ui.+.ura,tion fron th.e neigllboring 
Ponhpe DFstzict wkkh LJjilG wzs incaqxra ted  a&finist?atLve?.y i1wIng 
the Japaaese period, o r  whether it was a re su l t  of suggestions bx h e r i c m  
adinjnietretive euthori t ies  is not c lear  a t  tho present Cine, due to  lack of 
6eteiied information. Further in-res';ig&ion is  aeeded here. 




