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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE NATURAL HISTORY 

OF THE BAHAMA ISLANDS 

by William T. Gillis ' Roger ~ y r n e ?  and Wyrnan Harrison 3 

INTRODUCTION 

This bibliography has been compiled as a project adjunct to the 
preparation of a new vascular flora of the Bahamas and Turks and Caicos 
Islands by the first author. In an attempt to understand the distribu- 
tional patterns of organisms as related to the geological history of 
the Bahama Platform, notes were recorded from various publications 
dealing with the natural history of the Bahama ~slands.~ Portions of 
this bibliography are thus the result of such study of the biogeography 
of this region. The second and third authors had independently compiled 
a Bahama bibliography published in part by Fang and Harrison (1972). 
This work had resulted from dissertation research by Byrne on recent 
vegetational change in the eastern Bahamas. Harrison had been working 
on geological and geomorphological problems in the northern islands. 
At a late stage of compilation, we proposed to co-operate and pool our 
resources. This paper is the result. Compilation efforts ceased on 
15 March 1974. 

'~rnold Arboretum of Harvard University, 22 Divinity Ave . , Cambridge, 
MA 02138 and Dept. of Biology, University of Miami, Coral Gables, 
FL 33124, U.S.A. Present address: Biology Dept., Hope College, 
Holland, MI 49423, U.S.A. 

'~e~t. of Geography, University of California, Berkeley, CA 94720, U.S.A. 
3 
Erindale college, University of Toronto, 3359 Mississauga Road, Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada. Present address: Great Lakes Program, Energy and 
Environmental Systems Division, Argonne National Laboratory, 9700 South 
Cass Ave., Argonne, IL 60439, U.S.A. 

4 ~ e  construe the term "Bahamastt to signify the entire archipelago includ- 
ing both the Commonwealth of the Bahamas and the Crown Colony of the 
Turks and Caicos Islands. 

(Manuscript received July 1974--Eds.) 



Three o the r  b ib l iographies  of t h e  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  of the Bahamas 
were of value i n  at tempting t o  draw up as  exhaust ive a bibl iography as  
poss ib le .  The work was g r e a t l y  a s s i s t e d  by t h e  Land Resource Bibliog- 
raphy No. 1, Bahamas, which was compiled i n i t i a l l y  by N .  W .  Posnett  
(1968) and-later revised  by Posnett  and P. M. Re i l ly  (1971) f o r  the  
Land Resources Division, Foreign and Commonwealth Of f i ce ,  Overseas 
Development Administration i n  Tolworth, Surrey.  Their  b ib l iograph ies  
were intended as  references  f o r  those working with land resource su r -  
veys. They were e s s e n t i a l l y  "in-house documents11 designed f o r  use on 
surveys of  n a t u r a l  resources .  A number of e n t r i e s  a r e  conf iden t i a l  and 
not  a v a i l a b l e  t o  the  publ ic ;  o the r s  a r e  of a na ture  t o  have been mimeo- 
graphed and d i s t r i b u t e d  "in house," again not  genera l ly  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  community. Such e n t r i e s  have not  been repeated he re in .  
With permission of  Messrs. Posnet t  and Re i l ly  and t h e i r  col leagues,  we 
have ex t rac ted  items from t h e i r  b ib l iographies  i n  compiling t h i s  one. 
We owe ext raordinary  thanks t o  them f o r  t h e i r  co-operation and permis- 
s ion  t o  use  t h e i r  mater ia l  he re in .  

Boersma (1968) and Fang and Harrison (1972) were most exce l l en t  
resources add i t iona l  t o  those a l ready a t  hand. The former l is ts  a 
number of references  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d ,  f o r  ins t ance ,  those of the  
United S t a t e s  Naval Underwater Ordnance S t a t i o n ,  the  United S t a t e s  
Naval Oceanographic Off ice ,  and t h e  United S t a t e s  Naval Research Lab. 
I t  i s  un l ike ly  t h a t  these  w i l l  be easy t o  ob ta in  through any but  t h e  
most spec ia l i zed  l i b r a r i e s  o r  from t h e  publ ishers .  

Unpublished r e p o r t s  were no t  repeated he re in  because of  t h e  f u t i l -  
i t y  i n  t r y i n g  t o  ob ta in  them f o r  reference .  The b ib l iographies  c i t e d  
above should be consulted f o r  such e n t r i e s .  Theses and d i s s e r t a t i o n s ,  
on t h e  o the r  hand, have been included because of  t h e i r  being genera l ly  
ava i l ab le  e i t h e r  on i n t e r - l i b r a r y  loan from t h e  Universi ty l i b r a r i e s  
where they a r e  deposi ted,  o r  on microfilm from Universi ty Microfilms, 
North Zeeb Road, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103, U.S.A. 

Items have been included only i f  t h e  region con,cerned i s  s p e c i f i -  
c a l l y  mentioned. For papers deal ing  with nearby Flor ida  o r  f o r  general  
works on t h e  top ics  mentioned, consul t  Boersma (1968). No attempt has 
been made t o  include a l l  monographs w r i t t e n  about organisms t h a t  happen 
t o  have one o r  more members inhab i t ing  t h e  Bahamas. One exception i s  
t h a t  a s p e c i a l  attempt was made t o  search f o r  references  deal ing  with 
i n s e c t s  and arachnids because of t h e  small number of references  i n  t h i s  
a rea .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, such po l i cy  was n o t  followed f o r  such groups 
as vascular  p l a n t s .  The recen t  paper by G i l l i s  (1974) has surveyed 
botanica l  l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  monographic s t u d i e s  of  Bahama vascular  p l a n t s .  
The i n t e r e s t e d  person i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h i s  paper i n  Rhodora; i t s  r a t h e r  
extensive bibl iography is no t  repeated he re in .  

Searches were made through indexing pe r iod ica l s  such as  Zoological 
Record, t h e  Bibliography of  North American Geology, Applied Science and 
Technology Index (1970-72), Abstracts  o f  North American Geology, 
Abstracts  o f  Entomology, Entomology Abst rac ts ,  Aquatic Biology Abst rac ts ,  
Aquatic Sciences and F i she r i e s  Abst rac ts ,  Biological  Abstracts  



(1969 - 15 March 1973), Blackwelder's Guide t o  t h e  Taxonomic L i t e r a t u r e  
of Ver tebra tes ,  Engineering S o c i e t i e s  Library ,  Engineering Index v i a  
OLE (on- l ine  s e r v i c e  prepared by t h e  National Science Library ,  1972-73), 
Science C i t a t i o n  Index, and t h e  index i s s u e s  (where ava i l ab le )  of  jour- 
n a l s  l i k e l y  t o  con ta in  r e sea rch  papers on t h e  Bahamas. A MEDLARS search  
was made by Countway Library,  Harvard.Medica1 School, f o r  papers dea l ing  
with t h i s  reg ion .  

The f i rs t  author  sys t ema t i ca l ly  checked journa ls  whose s u b j e c t  
mat te r  dea l s  with t h e  Bahamas. Then he examined the  "L i t e ra tu re  c i t e d "  
o r  "Bibliography" s e c t i o n  f o r  each paper  of concern leading  t o  addi- 
t i o n a l  r e fe rences .  Undoubtedly t h e r e  a r e  omissions, b u t  we admit t o  
having had t h e  b e n e f i t  of  t h e  f o u r  previous b ib l iog raph ies .  Indiv iduals  
who have given us  re ferences  a r e  t o o  numerous t o  mention by name. Of 
s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  were col leagues i n  va r ious  departments of  Harvard 
Univers i ty  and o t h e r  n a t u r a l i s t s  whose work involves t h e  Bahamas. 

We should l i k e  t o  acknowledge wi th  g r a t e f u l  apprec ia t ion  the  follow- 
ing  persons who a s s i s t e d  us f a r  beyond t h e  usual  expecta t ions  f o r  l i b r a r -  
i a n s :  Mrs. P a t r i c i a  Hal l  and h e r  s t a f f  a t  t h e  L ib ra r i e s  of  t h e  Harvard 
Universi ty Herbaria;  Mrs. Ruth H i l l  and h e r  s t a f f  a t  t h e  Library of  t h e  
Museum of  Comparative Zoology a t  Harvard; Mrs. Lorraine Spencer Garry o f  
t h e  Science and Medicine Library of t h e  Univers i ty  o f  Toronto Library;  
Mrs. Glenn White of  t h e  National Agr i cu l tu ra l  Library,  Bethesda, Mary- 
land; Miss P h y l l i s  Edwards and h e r  s t a f f  a t  t h e  Botany Department of  t h e  
B r i t i s h  Museum (Natural  History)  , London; Messrs . R. Desmond and D. V.  
Wilson and t h e i r  s t a f f  a t  t h e  Library o f  t h e  Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew; 
Miss I sabe l  Hamilton o f  t h e  Nassau Publ ic  Library;  and Mrs. D.  Gail  
Saunders of  t h e  Department of Publ ic  Records, Minis t ry  o f  Education and 
Cul ture ,  Nassau. Other l i b r a r i e s  of  s p e c i a l  va lue  t o  us were those o f  
t h e  Marine Bio logica l  Laboratory, Woods Hole, Massachusetts,  t h e  New York 
Publ ic  Library,  and t h e  Widener Library of Harvard Univers i ty .  We a r e  
deeply g r a t e f u l  t o  Mrs. Alan Kindig f o r  typing  f i n a l  copy of  t h e  manu- 
s c r i p t .  

F i n a l l y  and most impor tant ly ,  we should l i k e  t o  acknowledge a gen- 
erous anonymous g r a n t  t o  t h e  Arnold Arboretum o f  Harvard Univers i ty  under 
whose auspices t h i s  work was compiled. A f u r t h e r  g i f t  t o  t h e  Arboretum 
from Mrs. Charles S. Bird of  Eas t  Walpole,. Massachusetts has made it 
p o s s i b l e  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t h i s  b ib l iography more widely. 

The continuing a s s i s t a n c e  and co-operat ion of our  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  
governments o f  t he  Commonwe,alth o f  t h e  Bahamas and o f  t h e  Turks and 
Caicos I s l ands  have made i t  poss ib l e  t o  have access  t o  much information.  
We e s p e c i a l l y  acknowledge M r .  O r i s  S. Russe l l ,  O.B.E .  Permanent Sec re t a ry  
o f  Externa l  Af fa i r s  (formerly Permanent Sec re t a ry  of  Agr icul ture  and 
F i she r i e s )  and t o  M r .  Claude E .  M. Smith, cu r ren t  D i rec to r  of  Agr icul ture  
and F i s h e r i e s ,  government o f  t h e  Bahamas.. 



BAHAMA LITERATURE 

Some journals  involved i n  t h e  Bahama l i t e r a t u r e  a r e  unique. The 
Journal  of  t h e  Bahama Socie ty  f o r  the  Diffusion of Knowledge appeared 
i n  20 i s sues  between 1835 and 1837, published apparently i n  Nassau. 
The parent  s o c i e t y  was e n t i t l e d  the  Bahama Socie ty  f o r  t h e  Diffusion o f  
Useful Knowledge, but  t h e  word "Useful" was dropped from the  t i t l e  of 
i t s  journal .  Most of  t h e  a r t i c l e s  were published without  a by-l ine;  
furthermore, no e d i t o r  was ever  indica ted  i n  published l ists of  o f f i c e r s .  
A s  a consequence, we c i t e  such e n t r i e s  under uAnonymous" a t  the  beginning 
of each a lphabe t i ca l  l i s t i n g .  Ccmplete copies of  t h i s  journal a r e  r a r e ;  
the  only Western Hemisphere copies we know of a r e  a t  t h e  Library o f  
Congress, t h e  Harvard Univers i ty  Herbaria L ib ra r i e s ,  t h e  Department of  
Publ ic  Records (Archives) i n  Nassau, and i n  our personal c o l l e c t i o n s  
Can incomplete copy e x i s t s  a t  the  Nassau Publ ic  Library) .  A l l  bu t  one 
o f  these  was deposi ted i n  i t s  r e spec t ive  l i b r a r y  as a r e s u l t  of t h e  
compilation o f  t h i s  bibl iography.  

The Bahamian government i t s e l f  occas ional ly  i ssued r e p o r t s  t h a t  had 
a li.mited c i r c u l a t i o n .  There was the  Bu l l e t in  of  t h e  Agr icul tura l  Depart- -- 
ment, Bahamas, e d i t e d  by W .  Munro Cunningham. Vol. I ,  No. 1 appeared i n  
January 1906. Af ter  t h a t  it was p r in ted  more o r  l e s s  on a monthly b a s i s  
u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  March 1910 (Vol. V,  No. 1 ) .  A s e t  i s  on f i l e  a t  the  
Library of  t h e  Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. 

There was once a l s o  the  Communications -- of  t h e  Nassau Agr icu l tu ra l  
Socie ty ,  a l o y a l i s t  pub l i ca t ion  which was i ssued on an i r r e g u l a r  b a s i s  
around 1801-2. I n  e f f e c t ,  it was the  predecessor of the  Journal  of  the  
Socie ty  f o r  the  Diffusion of  Knowledge and t h e  Bu l l e t in  of t h e  Agricul- 
t u r a l  Department, Bahamas. The only copy we know of ex tan t  and complete 
i s  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  Museum (Natural His tory) .  

Charles Johnson Maynard of Newton, Massachusetts i ssued two journals  
p r i v a t e l y ,  t h e  contents  o f  which d e a l t  c h i e f l y  with h i s  researches i n  the  
Bahamas. These a r e  t h e  nea res t  we have eve r  come t o  f ind ing  one-man pub- 
l i s h i n g  ventures .  According t o  l o c a l  s t o r i e s ,  the  only cont r ibut ion  t o  
the  journal n o t  made by Maynard himself was the  paper on which he p r in ted .  
He wrote most o f  the  cont r ibuted  a r t i c l e s ,  made the  ink ,  and p r in ted  
copies h imsel f .  One of  ' t hese  journals  i s  Contributions t o  sc ience  
(1889-96) , e s p e c i a l l y  noted f o r  h i s  monographic study o f 7 h e  land s n a i l  
genera Cerion and St rophia .  Contr ibutions t o  Science l a s t e d  f o r  3 vol-  
umes. The o t h e r  journal  was t h e  Record of E l k s  and Talks with Nature ----- 
(1908-20), which l a s t e d  f o r  12 volumes. Copies of  both journals ,  espe- 
c i a l l y  t h e  l a t t e r ,  a r e  r a r e  (see  a l s o  Batchelder, 1951). 

During t h e  l a t t e r  years  (1969-70) i n  which Bahama Airways was t h e  
f l a g  c a r r i e r  of  t h e  Bahamas, an i n - f l i g h t  magazine "Flamingo" was a v a i l -  
ab le  i n  the  s e a t  pocket f o r  passengers t o  read.  A number of quasi  na t -  
u r a l  h i s t o r y  a r t i c l e s  appeared. Because of d i f f i c u l t y  i n  t h e  r eader ' s  
attempt t o  r e t r i e v e  copies of  t h i s  magadine through t h e  usual  l i b r a r y  
channels,  i t s  contents  a r e  n o t  indexed here in .  S imi lar ly ,  Clipper 
Magazine, t h e  i n - f l i g h t  magazine of  Pan American World Airways 



(Vol. 9 ,  No. 6 f o r  December 1969-January 1970) contains a r t i c l e s  on the  
Bahamas. The same i s  t r u e  f o r  most of the  contents  of  Bahamian Review 
Magazine, a  commercial tou r i s t -o r i en ted  propaganda magazine c u r r e n t l y  
avai lable .5  In  the  l a t e  1940's and e a r l y  19501s, another magazine of 
the  same type, Nassau, Magazine -- of the  Bahamas had a b r i e f  exis tence .  
The ephemeral Canada-West Indies  Magazine had a Bahamas-emphasis i s s u e  
i n  1945. Because of  the  only per iphera l  r e l a t i o n  of any of the  a r t i c l e s  
t o  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y ,  they have no t  been indexed here in .  

Of g rea te r  va lue ,  bu t  of g r e a t  s c a r c i t y  i n  l i b r a r i e s ,  a r e  the  
Colonial Reports made p e r i o d i c a l l y  t o  the  B r i t i s h  Colonial Office by 
o f f i c i a l s  s t a t i o n e d  i n  the  colonies .  Attention is c a l l e d  t o  them as  a  
whole f o r  the  information they contain on the  na tu ra l  h i s t o r y  and indus- 
t r y  of the  region,  but none i s  indexed here in .  The Nassau Guardian, 
d a i l y  newspaper i ssued i n  Nassau, has published a number of documents 
r e l a t e d  t o  the  I s l ands ,  t h e i r  h i s t o r y ,  p o l i t i c s ,  and resources.  A l i s t  
of such documents was compiled by the  Guardian i n  1910, but  such docu- 
ments - -  those i ssued both before and s ince  t h a t  da te  - -  a r e  ava i l ab le  
i n  few l i b r a r i e s  ou t s ide  the  Bahamas. The Guardian has played a more 
l a s t i n g  r o l e  i n  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y .  For more than 15 years ,  Mrs. Les l ie  
(Helen Burns) Higgs has cont r ibuted  a column t o  the  Guardian every 
Thursday r e l a t i n g  t o  p l a n t s ,  gardening, and a g r i c u l t u r e .  In  add i t ion ,  
f o r  the  p a s t  yea r ,  the  f i r s t  author  (W. T. G i l l i s )  has cont r ibuted  a 
monthly column t o  Conch News, weekly newspaper of the  Turks and Caicos -- 
I s l ands .  This deals  with na t ive  p l a n t s .  In the  19601s, M r .  Nixon 
Smiley of Miami, F lo r ida  cont r ibuted  .a l a rge  number of a r t i c l e s  on the  
Bahamas i n  h i s  f ea tu red  column i n  the  Miami Herald. None of these  news- 
paper r epor t s  i s  indexed he re in .  

For ease of  reference ,  e n t r i e s  a r e  categorized by sub jec t  matter .  
Where the  content  of a  reference  r e l a t e s  t o  more than one area  of i n t e r -  
e s t ,  it i s  repeated i n  these severa l  a reas .  For example, 

Rosgn, Ni l s .  1911. Contribution t o  the  fauna o f  the  Bahamas 
I .  A general  account of  the  fauna, with remarks on the  physiography of 
the  i s l a n d s .  11. The Rept i les .  111. The f i s h e s .  Lunds Univ. Wrssk. 
N.F. Afd. 2, Bd. 7 (5 ) :  3-72 i s  indexed under G ,  - - - -  f l y  I, N, and Z - 
(Categories i d e n t i f i e d  below) . 

Various references  deal ing  with oceanography and marine geology 
completely overlap these  two r e l a t e d  f i e l d s ,  s o  they a r e  included under 
both ca tegor ies .  Based on the  compilers '  judgment, we may have omitted 
s a l i e n t  papers from one o r  another of  these  ca tegor ies .  Hence, both G - 
Geology, Geodesy, - and Geophysics and - Oceanography should be consuited 
t o r  re-ferences i n  t h e s e  a reas .  ~ e n e r a l l y  speaking, papers deal ing  with 
p roper t i e s  o f  t h e  water and s e a  bottom a r e  included under F'; those 
deal ing  with compaction and acc re t ion  i n t o  rock a r e  under c. There i s  
some overlap s i m i l a r l y  with G - - Geology, Geodesy, - - and ~ e o p F y s i c s  and 
K - Geography. - 

'P .o. Box N-494, Nassau, N.P. Bahamas. 



Somewhat over  90% o f  t h e  published r e fe rences  have been examined 
pe r sona l ly  and the  pagina t ion  v e r i f i e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a g a i n s t  c i t a t i o n s  i n  
o t h e r  l i s t i n g s .  Unless an author  i s  named, a  paper i s  l i s t e d  as. "Anony- 
mous." Agencies a r e  considered t o  be pub l i she r s ,  no t  au thors .  Because 
of t h e  small  number o f  published works on t h e  Turks and Caicos I s l ands  
gene ra l ly ,  we have indexed such items both wi th  t h e i r  r e l a t e d  d i s c i p l i n e s  
and a l s o  s e p a r a t e l y  under - T. - 

Topics follow a l p h a b e t i c a l l y  according t o  t h e i r  content :  (This i s  
t h e  sequence of l i s t i n g  i n  t h e  bibl iography) 

A - Anthropology, inc luding  archaeology and h i s t o r y  
B - Botany, i nc lud ing  fungi ,  b a c t e r i a ,  and a g r i c u l t u r e  
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