Tupper 4pm seminar

Tuesday, January 26, 4pm
seminar speaker will be Kate
Kirby, University of British
Columbia

Exploring links between
agricultural biodiversity,
cultural diversity, and
economic development in
Panama's Darien region

Paleo-Talk

Wednesday, January 27, Paleo-
talk speaker will be Heather
Graham, Penn State University
at 4pm, CTPA, Ancon
Biomarkers: Extant models
and fossil molecules

Bambi seminars

Thursday, January 28, Bambi
seminar speaker will be John
Christy, STRI

TBA

Monday, February 1, Bambi
seminar speaker will be
Sebastian Wolfe, Institute of
Plant Sciences, Zurich,
Switzerland

Carbon cycling of two
tropical ecosystems

Arrivals

Christopher Dick, University
of Michigan, to study
population genetic structure
and phylogeography of
widespread tropical forest
trees.

Katharine Bowgen, The Royal
Veterinary College, to study
the physiological trait patterns
and their role in governing
mobile animal competitive
hierarchies, on BCI.

Eric Griffin, University of
Pittsburgh, to work on filling
in the gap hypothesis: Are
treefall gaps an engine for
reproduction in tropical
forests?, on BCI.

A

& . . . . .
3‘;3 Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute, Panama

Recently, Owen McMillan
accepted the position of staff
scientist and academic dean at
STRI. McMillan has a Ph.D. in
Zoology from the University
of Hawaii, where his thesis
focused on speciation and
species boundaries in coral reef
fishes. He spent three years at
University College London as
a postdoc working with Jim
Mallet on speciation in
butterflies. He continues to be
interested in speciation and,
more recently, in the origins of
adaptive variation. His current
research includes evolutionary
genomics of mimicry in
Neotropical butterflies;
population history of
morphological differentiation;
and applied research in ecology
and evolutionary biology.

Before coming to STRI,
McMillan spent eight years at
the University of Puerto Rico.
Most recently he was an
associate professor in the
Department of Genetics,
North Carolina State
University. He has been a
visitor to STRI for over 20
years and has encouraged
many of his own students and
postdocs to seck research
opportunities in Panama.
According to him, "STRI has
always been a special place for

W. Owen McMillan joins
STRI as academic dean
and staff scientist

me and I have a deep
appreciation of the
unique possibilities that
STRI offers for research
and education."

At STRI, McMillan will
take a leading role in
shaping STRI's academic
mission. Key
administrative goals
include: increasing the
impact of STRI's
educational programs;
enriching the STRI
intern and fellowship
experience; developing new
strategic partnerships and new
opportunities for STRI's
academic programs.

According to director Eldredge
Bermingham, "The new
appointed position of Academic
Dean represents STRI's
recognition of the pivotal
importance to our mission of
academic partnerships and
training the next generation of
tropical scientists."

McMillan joined the group of
Nélida Gémez, Adriana Bilgray
and Nilka Tejeira. His offices
are located at the Tupper
Center.

Recientemente, Owen McMillan
acepto la posicién de decano
académico e investigador
permanente dentro del cuerpo
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cientifico de STRI. McMillan

tiene un doctorado en Zoologia
de la Universidad de Hawaii,
con una tesis enfocada en la
especiacion y diferencias en
peces de arrecifes coralinos.
Durante tres afios como becario
postdoctoral en University
College en Londres estudio la
especiacién de mariposas junto
con Jim Mallet. Ha mantenido
su interés en la especiacion, y
mas recientemente, en los
origenes de la variacién por
adaptacion. Sus investigaciones
actuales incluyen la genética
evolutiva del camuflaje en
mariposas del Neotropico; la
historia de poblaciones con
diferenciacién morfologica, y el
estudio aplicado en ecologia y
biologfa evolutiva.

Antes de unirse a STRI,
McMillan trabajé ocho afios en



More arrivals

Geimy Carolina Pardo,
University of Cambridge, UK,
to study the genetics and
behavioral basis of speciation
in Heliconins butterflies, in
Gamboa.

Camila Crifo, Université
Montpellier II, France, to join
the Panama Canal Salvage
Paleontology/Geology Project,
at the CTPA.

Sara Dale, STRI predoctoral
fellow from Lancaster
University, UK, to study soil
nutrient dynamics, at Tupper.

Departures

Ira Rubinoff, on vacation to
Asia during the month of
February.

Vielka Chang-Yau to Alcala de
Henares, Spain, to participate
in the II Seminar Workshop
on University Administration:
Archives, Libraties and
Museums.

New publications

Buchwald, R. and Dudley, T.
Robert K. 2010. "Limits to
vertical force and power
production in bumblebees
(Hymenoptera: Bombus
impatiens)." Journal of
Excperimental Biology 213(3):
426-432.

Dent, Daisy H. and Wright, S.
Joseph. 2009. "The future of
tropical species in secondary
forests: A quantitative review."
Biological Conservation 142(12):
2833-2843.

Feng, Ni Yulong, Katz,
Amnon, Day, Lainy B., Barske,
Julia, and Schlinger, Barney A.
2010. "Limb muscles ate
androgen targets in an
acrobatic tropical bird."
Endocrinology Online.

la Universidad de Puerto Rico.
Mas recientemente, era
profesor asociado en el
Departamento de Genética de
la Universidad del Estado de
Carolina del Norte. McMillan
ha sido cientifico visitante en
STRI por mas de 20 afios y ha
estimulado a muchos de sus

propios estudiantes para que
busquen oportunidades de
investigacion en Panama. De
acuerdo a él, “STRI siempre ha
sido un lugar especial para mi y
tengo un profundo aprecio por
las posibilidades de caracter

unico que STRI ofrece a la
investigacion y a la educacion.”

En STRI, McMillan asumira el
papel de liderazgo en datle
forma a la misién académica del
Instituto. Sus metas
administrativas incluyen
aumentar el impacto de los
programas educativos;
enriquecer la expetiencia de
pasantes y becarios en STRI;
desarrollar nuevas asociaciones
estratégicas y nuevas
oportunidades dentro de los
programas académicos de STRI.

De acuerdo al director Eldredge
Bermingham, "La nueva
posicion de Decano Académico
representa un reconocimiento
de parte de STRI de la gran
importancia de nuestra misién
en formar asociaciones
académicas y capacitar a la
préxima generacion de
cientificos tropicales.

McMillan se une al grupo de
Nélida Gémez, Adriana Bilgray
y Nilka Tejeira. Sus oficinas
localizadas en el sexto piso de
los Laboratorios del Tupper.

Associate
Director for
Scientific
Administration
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Director

B | Asociado para la
Administracion
Cientifica

Bermingham announces changes at the
Director’s Office

In a general STRI e-mail dated
January 18, STRI director
Eldredge Bermingham
addressed the community to
announce changes at the
Director’s Office. These
changes are the result of
numerous assessments and
consultations both with
external sources as well as the
scientific staff and members of
the administration.

With the appointment of
deputy director Ron Herzig,
who has brought great
experience in the management
of scientific and medical
private institutions, STRI is
expected to enter a new era of
improvement in all operations.
To that end, Herzig will be
working directly with Georgina
de Alba for a year. During this
time, she will be helping him to
gain familiarity with STRI

operations and to help execute
the administrative changes to
come.

De Alba has announced her
retirement by January 2011 in
order to dedicate more fully to
her growing family. Her
decision, as well as the
improvements envisioned for
our organizational structure, has
caused consideration to be given
to the need to create a new
position to maintain and
strengthen the critical link
between science and
administration. We are already
announcing the position of
Associate Director of Scientific
Administration. This person will
work closely with the Director,
deputy director Ron Herzig,
Academic dean Owen
McMillan, and their teams.

De Alba will also lead a team of
STRI employees in shaping the

events and opportunities
associated with STRI's
centennial celebrations. Her
enormous dedication to STRI
and 34 years of experience will
be especially useful during the
upcoming transition and
centennial celebrations.

En un correo general a STRI
con fecha del 18 de enero, el
director Eldredge Bermingham
se dirigi6 a la comunidad de
STRI para anunciar cambios en
la Oficina del Director. Estos
cambios son el resultado de
numerosos calculos y consultas
tanto con fuentes externas
como con el personal cientifico
y miembros de la
administracion.

Con el nombramiento del
subdirector Ron Herzig, quien
porta una gran experiencia en la
administracion de instituciones



More Fpublications

Gallery, Rachel E., Moore,
David J.P., and Dalling, James
W. 2010. "Interspecific
variation in susceptibility to
fungal pathogens in seeds of
10 tree species in the
Neotropical genus Cecropia.”
Journal of Ecology 98(1):
147-155.

Garese, Agustin, Guzman,
Hector M., and Acuna, Fabian
H. 2009. "Sea anemones
(Cnidaria: Actiniaria and
Corallimorpharia) from
Panama. Anémonas de mar
(Cnidaria: Actiniaria y
Corallimorphatia) de
Panama." Revista de Biologia
Marina y Oceanografia 44(3):
791-802.

TLaurance, William F. 2010.
"Habitat destruction: Death
by a thousand cuts." In

Sodhy, Navjot, S. and Ehtlich,

Paul R. (Eds.), Conservation
biology for all: 73-87: Oxford
University Press.

TLaurance, William F. 2010.
"The way of the possum:
What one animal can teach us
about global warming"
Emagazine.com 21(1): January
to Februaty. http://www.

emagazine com/view/?4981

Loaiza, Jose R., Scott, Marilyn
E., Bermingham, Eldredge,
Rovira, Jose, and Conn, Jan
E. 2010. "Evidence for
Pleistocene population
divergence and expansion of
Anapheles albimanus in
Southern Central America."
American Journal of Tropical
Medical Hygiene 82(1): 156-164.

Peay, Kabir G., Kennedy,
Peter G., Davies, Stuart
James, Tan, Sylvester, and
Bruns, Thomas D. 2010.
"Potential link between plant
and fungal distributions in a
dipterocarp rainforest:
Community and phylogenetic
structure of tropical
ectomycorrhizal fungi across a
plant and soil ecotone." New
Phytologist 185(2): 529-542.

cientificas y médicas privadas,  Su decision—basada en la subdirector Ron Herzig, el

se espera que STRI entre en seduccién que ejerce su decano académico Owen

una nueva era en la creciente familia— y previendo ~ McMillan, y sus equipos de

actualizacion de todas sus mejoras en nuestra estructura trabajo.

operaciones. Con esto en organizativa, ha resultado en

mente, Herzig trabajara considerar la necesidad de crear De Alba también liderara a un

directamente con Georgina de  una nueva posicion para equipo de empleados de STRI

Alba por un afio, en el cual ella  mantener y fortalecer la para coordinar los eventos y

lo asistira para que se importante relacién entre la oportunidades asociados con las

familiarice con las operaciones  administracion y el personal celebraciones del centenario. Su

de STRI y lo ayuda a llevar a cientifico. Ya se esta anunciando enorme dedicacién a STRI y sus

cabo los cambios la posicion de Director 34 afios de experiencia seran

administrativos que se esperan. Asociado para la especialmente utiles durante esta
Administracion Cientifica. Esta  transicion y las celebraciones del

De alba ha anunciado su persona trabajard de forma centenario.

jubilacion para enero de 2011, cercana con el Director, el

STRI hosts Mesoamerican conference on

reforestation with native trees

Teak, Caribbean pine and other experiences with native species, — species reforestation efforts,
fast-growing, non-native trees  a growing business in Panama.  recognizing the fundamental

have been the species of choice role that rural communities play
for reforestation and "This conference celebrates the in transforming, managing and
restoration projects in Latin coming of age of reforestation  restoring forested and

America in the past. However,  with native species in Panama agricultural landscapes and their
native tree species are often and the region. We had ideas ecosystem services."

better suited to local about how this would work, but

conditions, more resistant to now we have actually had time The conference, held at STRI's
pests and disease, and of equal  to see them take root. The Tupper Center, consisted of

or greater timber value. presentations will sum up four panel presentations:

"Where, When, Why and

experiences from around i
How?" shared experiences from

The Environmental Leadership  n\fesoamerica and will highlight

& Training Initiative (ELTT), important initiatives in the field experiments in the region;
and the Native Species Canal area and elsewhere," said "Restoring Environmental
Reforestation Project Jefferson Hall, director of Services" considered the
(PRORENA), projects of STRI implications of reforestation
and Yale School of Forestry & projects in the restoration of
Environmental Studies, hosted water cycles, carbon

a group of experts from sequestration and biodiversity;
Mexico, Costa Rica, Brazil and "Native Trees in Agroforestry
others countries of the region and Silvopastoral Systems"
from January 21-22, to share explored the role of native trees

applied ecology at STRI's
Center for Tropical Forest
Science. Eva Garen, coordinator
of ELTI's Neotropics Training
Program, adds that "the
conference will also explore the
human dimensions of native




More publications

Sayer, Emma J. and Tanner,
Edmund V.J. 2010. "A new
approach to trenching
experiments for measuring
root-rhizosphere respiration
in a lowland tropical forest."
Soil Biology and Biochemistry
42(2): 347-352.

Vargas, Sergio, Breedy,
Odalisca, Siles, Francisco,
and Guzman, Hector M.
2010. "How many kinds of
sclerite? Towards a
morphometric classification
of gorgoniid microskeletal
components." Micron

41(2010): 158-164.

Venter, Oscar, Watson,
James E.M., Meijaard, Erik,
TLaurance, William F., and
Possingham, Hugh P. 2010.
"Avoiding unintended
outcomes from REDD."
Conservation Biology 24(1): 5-6.

Zotz, Gerhard and Asshoff,
R. 2010. "Growth in
epiphytic bromeliads:
Response to the relative
supply of phosphorus and
nitrogen." Plant Biology 12(1):
108-113.

§TRI in the news

(Selected items)

“Serpientes en la playa” by
Ileana Pérez Burgos. 2010.
Ellas (Supplement to La
Prensa): January 22: 86-88.

“Pasajes

| panamenos

' en Washington

' D.C. Panamanian

in small-scale agriculture and
cattle ranching; and the cultural
aspects of reforestation with
native species were examined in
"The Use and Management of
Native Trees by Rural
Landholders."

"Our job is to translate the
scientific results we have from
experimental work with native
trees into information that can
be used by decision-makers,
conservationists and land
holders," said Javier
Mateo-Vego, ELTI director.

En el pasado, la teca y el pino
caribefio, asi como otros arboles
no nativos de rapido
crecimiento han sido utilizados
en proyectos de reforestacion y
restauracion en Latinoamérica.

Sin embargo, las especies de
arboles nativos se adaptan
mejor a las condiciones locales,
son mas resistentes a las pestes
y enfermedades, y poseen igual
o mayor valor maderero.

La Iniciativa de Liderazgo y
Capacitacion Ambiental (ELTI,
en inglés) y el Proyecto de
Reforestacion de Especies
Nativas (PRORENA), de STRI
y la Escuela de Estudios
Forestales y Ambientales de la
Universidad de Yale reunieron a
un grupo de expertos de paises
de la region, incluyendo a
México, Costa Rica y Brasil del

21 al 22 de enero, para
compartir experiencias con
proyectos de reforestacion con
especies nativas y restauracion
de tierra, un negocio en auge en
Panama.

"Esta conferencia celebra la
madurez de la reforestacién con
especies nativas en Panamd y la
regién. Antes tenfamos ciertas
ideas de cémo funcionaria ésto,
pero ahora lo hemos visto
arraigarse. Las presentaciones
resumiran experiencias de
Mesoamérica y sefialaran
iniciativas importantes del area
del Canal y otros lugares", dijo
Jefferson Hall, director de
ecologfa aplicada del CTFS de
STRI. Eva Garen, coordinadora
del Programa de Capacitacion
del Neotrépico de ELTI, afiadié
que "la conferencia también
explorara las dimensiones
humanas de los esfuerzos de
reforestacién con especies
nativas, y reconocera el papel
fundamental que desempefian
las comunidades rurales en la
transformacion, administracion
y restauracion de paisajes
forestales y agricolas y de
servicios de sus ecosistemas".

Esta conferencia, celebrada en el
Centro Tupper de STRI,
consistié en cuatro
presentaciones por grupos de
expertos: "Dénde, cuando,
cémo y porqué" con
experiencias de campo en la
regién; "La restauracion de

servicios ambientales" que
considero las implicaciones de
proyectos de reforestacion en la
restauracion de ciclos de agua,
captacion de carbono y
biodiversidad; "Arboles nativos
en los sistemas agroforestales y
silvo-pastoriles", o el papel de
los arboles nativos en la
agricultura y ganaderia a
pequena escala; y los aspectos
culturales de la reforestacion
con especies nativas, "Uso y
manejo de arboles nativos por
duefios de tierra rurales".

"Nuestro trabajo es traducir los
resultados cientificos que hemos
obtenido del trabajo
experimental con arboles
nativos para convertirlos en
informacién que puede ser
utilizada por lideres,
conservacionistas y duefios de
tierra", dijo Javier Mateo-Vega,
director de ELTI.

Centennial Volleyball Cup 2010 '

On Friday, January 15, the Volleyball
Season at STRI was inaugurated by

director Biff Bermingham (left) and deputy

director Ron Herzig (right)
Second game: January 22 at 6pm

Copa Centenario 2010

El viernes 15 de enero, la Liga de

Volleyball de STRI fue inaugurada por
el director Biff Bermingham (izquierda)
y el subdirector Ron Herzig (derecha)
Segundo juego: 22 de enero, a las 6pm

| passages in

| Washington D.C.”
. by Sofia
Kalomarkis de

i Kosmas. 2009.




