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The Smithsonian’s National Collections are vast
- 140 million artifacts, objects, natural history

specimens, archives, and books. The 2 million plus
items in the Libraries’ collections include many
specialties that document and provide context for
the Smithsonian’s museum collections and support
the Institution’s wide-ranging scientific programs.
But our collections are dispersed throughout

the 19 museums and 9 research centers that

often have overlapping interests and programs.
Sometimes, the dispersion masks exactly what

we have available on any given topic!

This report describes two of our collections

and the generous donors who are assisting us
with them. There is no subject heading in our
catalog that allows us to collocate everything we
have relating to Art Deco, which can be found
in several of our libraries in Washington and

in New York. Now two donors are sponsoring
two interns who will investigate this topic and
help us understand the depth and richness

of our combined Art Deco holdings. Another
benefactor is sponsoring our Cultivating
America’s Gardens exhibition, which will open
next year, and features our substantial collection

a Smithsonian Libraries | 2015 Annual Report

J

of seed catalogs. These tell the tale of American
agriculture and seed production, so important
in this era of searching for heirloom varieties.
Once we highlight and publicize collections like
these, both Smithsonian staff and scholars flock
to the Libraries to use them for study and the
advancement of knowledge.

To keep current, however, we must continue

to acquire newly published volumes, journals

and digital resources, many of which are quite
expensive. An annual science journal subscription
can cost $15,000! A critical scientific database
costs $100,000! So far, 31 big-hearted donors

are helping us with acquisitions endowments
that provide steady income to make sure we can
purchase new materials. We thank them every

year for their understanding of this ongoing need.

Only $25,000, which can be paid over 5 years,

is required to start an endowment for book
acquisitions that will continue to grow and provide
a lasting legacy. Won't you join and help us serve
the Smithsonian and the American public?

- Nancy E. Gwinn

Augustus C. Miller (Chair)
Richard T. Choi (Vice-Chair)
Susan Battley

Steve Berry

Rep. Marsha Blackburn
James Cerruti

Maureen Conners

Roland DeSilva

Kay Dryden

Sarah Ladd Eames
Nancy Eaton

Carolyn J. Johnsen

Barbara Joynt

Stephen Koval

Bruce Lisman
Dennis Manning
Katherine Neville
Eva J. Pell

Lowell Robinson
Jerry Shelton
David Bruce Smith
Lindley T. Smith

Kathryn C. Turner
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Anne Evenhaugen
American Art Museum and
National Portrait Gallery Library

Sharon Glenn
Administrative Services

Harriett Gray

Discovery Services

Richard Greene
National Museum of Natural History Library

Monique Libby
Digital Programs and Initiatives

Alexia MacClain
National Museum of American History Library

Elizabeth O’Brien
Director’s Office

Anna Ogg
Director’s Office

Lesley Parilla
Digital Programs and Initiatives

Erin Rushing
Digital Programs and Initiatives

Diane Shaw
Discovery Services

Elayne Silversmith
Vine Deloria, Jr. Library, National Museum
of the American Indian

Leah Smith
National Air and Space Museum Library

Conrad Ziyad
Digital Programs and Initiatives

Sara Cardello
Digital Programs and Initiatives

Daniel Euphrat
Digital Programs and Initiatives

Ja-Zette Marshburn
National Museum of African American History
and Culture Library

Julia Blase
Digital Programs and Initiatives

Rebecca Goodman-Sudik
Digital Programs and Initiatives

Doug Litts
American Art Museum and
National Portrait Gallery Library

Christina Morrison
Director’s Office
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publications in our

22,597 Digital Repository 82,105

reference questions searches via

answered ResearCh OneSearch
Stats

- 2015
2,173 4,956

books and books and articles

articles lent to borrowed by the

other libraries Libraries to support

21,78 Smithsonian research

e-resources available
through OneSearch
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72 teachers on collections in
Learning Lab

3 continents
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For Chicago and Art Deco enthusiasts
Jackie Vossler and Joe Loundy,
supporting two new design internships
at the Smithsonian Libraries was a
no-brainer. Jackie, a self-described
bibliophile and member of Chicago’s
Caxton Club, has been acquainted with
the Libraries for three years. Along with
Joe, she was intrigued by Art Deco
treasures found in our trade literature
collection, most notably the Edward

F. Caldwell & Co. collection, a visually
stunning repository of more than
50,000 photographs and original design
drawings of lighting fixtures that the
company produced from the late 19th
to the mid-20th centuries (supplied to
notable clients such as the Rockefellers,
the Carnegies, and the Roosevelts).

Thanks to Jackie and Joe’s support, in
the summer of 2016, the Libraries will
host two interns to work on Art Deco
lighting and trade literature. The first will
uncover the diverse Art Deco patterns
that Caldwell created for commercial,
public, and residential uses with a focus
on major commissions in Chicago. The
second will assess the trade literature
and world’s fairs collections (buildings,

ornamentation, fashion, and other areas
of American life) and identify materials
in both collections that address the Art
Deco period in Chicago. Jackie and
Joe’s ultimate goal for the internships is
access: to create an organized catalog
of materials that is searchable online by
design motif.

Art Deco began its ascendance as a
style in France before World War |. By
the 1920s it had spread overseas and
dominated the style world until going
out of fashion at the outbreak of World
War ll. Art Deco became engrained in
the social and commercial habits of
Americans from the 1920s to the late
1930s. The style is expressed by bold
colors, stylized geometric shapes, linear
symmetry, sleek machinery,

and opulent decoration.

Art Deco designs appeared everywhere,
from flashy skyscrapers (The Empire
State Building) to appliances, furniture to
fashion, product designs to architecture,
jewelry to automobiles. Art Deco even
accomplished the impossible task

of breaking into Hollywood: Ginger
Rogers/Fred Astaire films were




“The Smithsonian Libraries is a library
that connects all of us — a national collection. ”

performed among a luxe display of
Art Deco hotels and cruise liners. At
the pinnacle of its popularity, Art Deco
represented glamour, sophistication,
nationalism, and confidence in
technological advancement.

Says Joe, “The Art Deco movement
was uplifting and optimistic in times
of grave American despair, such as
the stock market crash of 1929 and
the Great Depression.” Adds Jackie,
“While the movement was exclusive
and expensive in France, in the United
States it infused areas of everyday

life through text, colors, and graphic
designs on packaging and products
entering the home, and became

part of the fabric of everyone’s lives.
Americans connected to it, and thus it
became part of the American story.”

Both Jackie and Joe are active members
of the Chicago Art Deco Society, or

CADS; Joe is the President Emeritus

of the Society and the President of the
Board of Directors for the International
Coalition of Art Deco Societies. CADS
focuses on preservation and education,
including the conservation of the historic
Chicago Motor Club, which had fallen
into disrepair and was shuttered. In 2012,
CADS filed a Suggestion for Landmark
Status, leading to the building’s
recognition as a Chicago landmark, and
in 2015, the newly-renovated building
opened as a Hampton Inn, a great
success for the building getting a new
lease on life. CADS is also working on

a book, Art Deco Chicago: The Making
of Modern American Culture, which will
include architecture, decorative arts,

fine arts, and commercial/industrial uses
of the style, exploring the role Chicago
played in contributing to Art Deco in the
United States.

It was through their combined interests
of Art Deco and libraries that Jackie and

Joe proposed the idea for the internships.
“We see these internships as a great
opportunity and value,” says Jackie. “We
are thrilled to invest in qualified, skilled
students, and make authentic Art Deco
material accessible to all.” Notes Joe,

“We hope this project inspires Art Deco
groups and groups of other disciplines as
well. We'd love for people to replicate the
projects by contacting their local libraries,
museums, and archives and creating
opportunities to make fascinating
historical information more accessible
within communities.”

For both Jackie and Joe, itis a

dream come true to partner with

the Smithsonian. “| am proud and
honored to be associated with the
Smithsonian,” says Joe. Adds Jackie,
“The Smithsonian Libraries is a library
that connects all of us - a national
collection. People around the country
don’t realize how much we all get from
the Smithsonian and the Libraries.”






\ 552,978

¥ pages digitized

17,033,213

downloads of our
collections on

Internet Archive ACC@SS

§,9 Stats

2015
115,437

followers on
Facebook, Twitter,
Tumblr, and Instagram

875,788

website visitor
sessions
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7,544 1,391

gifts added to items treated at the

the library '«\ Book Conservation

Lab (rehousing and

2,008 conserving)

exchange titles
received




D

S U

- O

DATION

CULTIVATING AMERICA’S GARDENS

Opening April 2017

For as long as he can remember,
George Ball, Chairman and CEO of

W. Atlee Burpee and Chairman of

the Board of the Burpee Foundation,
has been gardening. As a young boy,
his grandmother would send him to
the yard to weed, watching him from
her rocking chair on the porch. As
George recalls, at the beginning of
one spring, tulips popped up and he
was enraptured by their beauty - he’'d
never seen anything like them. Curious,
he put his nose into a tulip; he was

so small that the flower engulfed his
entire face. George remembers feeling
absorbed by the wonder of the tulip; it
was like a little world, with the petals
enveloping his cheeks and an ant
crawling around inside. A fascination,
love, and reverence for flowers was
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born, as the tulip encounter tickled
his senses of sight, smell, and touch.
George was hooked, and gardening
eventually became his lifelong work
and passion.

When George heard of our need for
funding for the upcoming exhibition,
Cultivating America’s Gardens, he and
the members of the Burpee Foundation
put the proposal on the top of their pile.
“The Burpee Foundation is committed
to educating the public about gardening
and horticulture in the United States,”
says George. “We're thrilled to partner
with the Smithsonian to tell the story of
the American garden to visitors from

all over the country and world, both in
person and online.”

Using books and objects from
Smithsonian Libraries and Smithsonian
Gardens, Cultivating America’s Gardens
will include topics such as early
horticulture publications, prominent
landscape designers, selling seeds,
victory gardens, the romance of the
American lawn, and gardens of today.
The Burpee Foundation grant will
fund exhibition design, fabrication,
conservation of books and objects,
installation, programming, website
design, and marketing. The exhibition
opens in the Smithsonian Libraries
Gallery at the National Museum of
American History in April 2017.

Cultivating America’s Gardens will
feature the Smithsonian Libraries’ unique
collection of 10,000 seed and nursery



“You don’t have a
memory without these
archival materials,
and 1t’s vital to have
caretakers committed
to their preservation.
These pieces are a
history, a story of
cwvilization.”




catalogs dating from 1830 to the present.
The catalogs document the history of the
seed and agricultural business in the U.S,,
as well as provide a history of botany and
plant research such as the introduction of
plant varieties into the U.S. Additionally,
the seed trade catalogs are a window into
a history of graphic arts in advertising,
and a social history, through the text and
illustrations, showing changing fashions in
flowers and vegetables.

“The Smithsonian Libraries’ seed and
nursery catalog collection is hugely
important,” says George. “You don’t
have a memory without these archival
materials, and it’s vital to have caretakers
committed to their preservation.

These pieces are a history, a story of
civilization.” While George stresses the
scholarly element of the materials, he
also emphasizes their exquisite delight.
“While garden illustrators captured
flowers and vegetables accurately, they
had fun around the margins, through the
text, and along the background. The
colorful ads bring whimsy and cheer,

a playfulness that is so important to
visual arts.”

For George, time is the most
interesting thing about gardening;
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it is indirect, involving delayed and
unintended gratification. “Timing is
key,” says George.

“The secret of gardening
is knowing when. You can
give children a sense of
time through gardening,
gently introducing them

to the ‘when’ of life.”

George’s fascination with gardening
in America spans from historical to
contemporary times. “America was
overwhelmingly agricultural until the
Industrial Revolution,” says George.
“While there’s a growing movement
today to ‘buy local, for most of history
that’s all you could do.” He continues,
“One particular feature of American
gardens is space. When Europeans
come to the U.S,, the size of our
gardens blows their minds. You really
can’t conform the ‘American garden’
into a box - there is too much of a
climate diversity between cities like
Seattle, Boston, Phoenix, and Miami.

The only thing American gardens have
in common is time.”

Asking George to choose his favorite
plant is like asking a parent to choose his
favorite child. However, he concedes that
the onion is one of his most treasured
plants due to the wonderful flavor it
infuses in other vegetables and other
foods. He encourages everyone to take
up gardening, noting, “You can learn
about your environment from a gardening
perspective. When do winter, spring,
summer, and fall come? How is the water
running? Are you on a slope? Gardening is
the ultimate local activity.”

(L-R) Nancy Gwinn, Director, Smithsonian
Libraries; George Ball, CEO, W. Atlee Burpee; and
Barbara Faust, Director, Smithsonian Gardens.
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LITERATI $25,000+
Arcadia Fund

The Argus Fund

Susan Battley

Steve and Elizabeth Berry
Burpee Foundation

The Cascade Foundation

Joseph & Joan Cullman
Conservation Foundation Inc.

Roland DeSilva

Nancy L. Eaton

Hope L. and John L. Furth

Lorelei and David Gonzales

Sue J. Henry

Carolyn Johnsen and Richard Nye
Margery and Edgar Masinter

Gus and Deanne Miller

BIBLIOPHILES
$10,000-$24,999

Richard T. Choi and
Claudia M. Perry

Maureen Conners

Sarah Ladd Eames and
Scott Eames

Cary J. Frieze

Thomas V. and Barbara Joynt
Ronald and Deborah Monark
The Shepherd Color Company
Robert N. and Judy Snyder
Kathryn C. Turner

Jacqueline Vossler

Ruth Lawson Webb

Christine Windheuser
Frederick M. Young, Jr.
George and Pat Zug

PHILOSOPHERS
$5,000-$9,999

Augustine O. Adenaike

James Cerruti

Bruce B. Collette

Nancy E. Gwinn and John Y. Cole
Alan Robert Kabat

Stephen C. Koval

Steven Krichbaum

Bruce M. and Kyla Lisman

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis G. Manning
Mark V. and Mimi Mertel

Funds received from Oct. 1, 2014 to Sept. 30, 2015

Katherine Neville
Norfolk Academy
Estate of Rita O’'Hara
Eva J. and Ira J. Pell
Jayne H. Plank
Lowell W. Robinson
Ruth O. Selig

Jerrell W. Shelton
David Bruce Smith

The David Bruce Smith Family
Foundation

Lindley T. Smith
J. Thomas Touchton
Samuel Victor

Washington Art Library
Resources Committee

SCHOLARS $2,500-$4,999
Estate of Rose Frieze

C. Michael Gooden and Diane
Oksanen-Gooden

Elizabeth W. Gwinn
Pit Lucking
Frank J. and Betty M. Quirk

PATRONS $1,000-$2,499
ANONYMOUS (2)

Peter Bedini

Linda Blancato

Suzanne Shneider and Joel Cohen
Glenn and Kris Cox

Dean S. Edmonds, IlI

Linda and Jay W. Freedman
Hawaiian Botanical Society
Kerry and Robert Milligan
Melanie Milliner

Alan P. Peterson

Randi Rubovits-Seitz

Dennis L. and Christine Rudy
Charles and Jennifer Sands
Victor G. Springer

Janet L. Stanley

Frederick and Debi Strobl

George D. and Mary
Augusta Thomas

Harold G. and Barbara B. Walsh

17



Donors continued...

SAGES $500-$999
Julie Allecta
Susan Holden Blaha

Thomas R. Block
and Marilyn Friedman

Virginia Colten Bradley
and Michael G. Bradley

Sandra D. Buckner
Margaret B. Caldwell
David G. Furth
Gifpop

William L. Hopkins

Richard L. Huffine and
John Noral

David and Pat Jernigan

Robert L. Shaw and
Jeanean Kirk

Sally and Stephen P. Maran

Cionne Mccarthy and Joe
Cattaneo

Harriet C. McGuire
Elizabeth R. Nesbitt
Andrea J. Nicolls

Dianne G. and
Malcolm B. Niedner

Sam and Cheryl Nocifera

Carol-Bird Ravenal
and Earl C. Ravenal

William and Velma
Rezzonico

Thomas J. Salerno

TAPPI

FRIENDS UP TO $499
John Agnew
ANONYMOUS (7)

Mary Jo Arnoldi and
Craig Subler

Juliane K. and
Robert D. Bailey

Redfield T. Baum
Elizabeth S. Bedell
Eli and Orna Bentor

Patricia and Ronald
[=]i¢e]glefe}

Thomas Blase
Keith and Kathy Boi
Emma Borg

Ana Bradley
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Bruce and Diane
Bridgeman

Giovanni Cammarano

Bolaji V. and Alolade O.
Campbell

Marilyn Charles and
Reuben Simmons

Daniel F. Collins
Mary Lou Cowden

Laudine and George
Creighton

Morag Cross
Susan De St Jorre
Robert Dees

William J. and
Barbara Dewey

John Diamond
Henry John Drewal
Kay Dryden

Raymond Silverman and
Mary Duff-Silverman

Linda Edgerly
Gail Enfiajian

Elizabeth S. and
Frederic A. Eustis IlI

Kathleen J. Evans
Theodora L. Feldberg
German Fersh
Martha J. Fleischman
Karin R. Fletcher
Angela Foote

Ingrid Fredriksson
Beth Gamble

Georgetown University
Dept. of Psychology

David Gorsline
Nadine Granoff
Jane E. Graves
Martha J. Graves
Alberto Grossi
Penelope Gullan
Jay Gunkelman
Philip Hall

Gail Hansberry
Hantzmon Wiebel LLP
Kyra E. Hicks
Maria C. Higgins

Kathleen M. and
Randall B. Hill

Chuck Ludlam and
Paula M. Hirschoff

Michael P. Hoagland and
Joseph L. Kolb

SO EIEYAREINES

Jerry and Karen Birchmore
Patricia M. Jonas

Jerome Jourde

Martin R. Kalfatovic

Georgi and Elizabeth
Kostov

Harley Jane Kozak
Marion and Jeffrey Kraskin

Ross G. and
Christine Mullen Kreamer

Atta Kwami and
Pamela Clarkson

Amy E. Levin
Lenley Lewis

Hilary Lips and
Wayne Andrew

Sara Lourie
Anne Lynch
Gayle Lynds
Philip Maasz



Amol Marutrao Marathe
David C. Marshall

Carolyn and Joseph Marvel
Patricia Mathis

Michael L. and Leslie S. May

Barbara and
Lawrence G. McBride

Gary McDonald
Julie L. McGee

Sally Brooks Meadows and
William H. Meadows, llI

Hillary Merrifield

Louise Stadler Meyer
Janet and Arthur Miller, Jr.
Judith M. Moore

Christina Muracco

Suzannah and
James Muspratt

Christine N. Naida
Nikolay Neretin
Margaret Norton
Leslie Kay Overstreet
Geoff Owen

Barbara G. Peters

Mr. Ronald Petralia

Constantijn Petridis

Kathryn D. Phillips
and Paul J. Huebner

Thomas Pierce
Carol Pochardt

Radford University
Dept. of Psychology

Brenda Randolph
Mary Rasenberger
Peter Ridland
Blanca Rojas Andres
Francesco Rugi
Diego San Millan
Tobias Scheidegger
Lynne Schiele

Pedro Schwartsburd
April G. Shelford

Stanwyn G. and
Elaine R. Shetler

Diana Shih

Anna Shuster

Deborah A. Siegele

Barbara J. Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Solomon
Judy Frieder Starrels

Robert E. Stockho
and Veronika Jenke

Deborah Stokes

Michael and Nancy Stone
Michael S. Strother
Michelle H. Stuhl

Julio Sumar

Norman Tester

Margaret K. Thayer
Cynthia and Roland L. Trope
Peter Van Dijk

Roslyn A. Walker

Colleen Ross Weis

Kristin Wood

Aaron Wright

David Yih

Diane Young

Satu Zwerver

SMITHSONIAN LIBRARIES
LEGACY SOCIETY

Celia Barteau

Susan Battley

Anne M. Briscoe

Roland DeSilva

Nancy L. Eaton

Nancy E. Gwinn & John VY. Cole
David S. & Patricia H. Jernigan
Alice S. Konze

Bruce Leighty

Daniel M. Linguiti

Shirley Loo

Augustus C. & Deanne Miller
James & Anne Painter

Thelma B. Player

Frank J. & Betty M. Quirk
Joseph R. Salcetti

Jerrell W. Shelton

Barbara J. Smith

Winfred O. & Anne M. Ward
George R. & Patricia B. Zug
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