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Chapter 4
The Amaros and Agudas

The Afro-Brazilian Returnee Community
in Nigeria in the Nineteenth Century"

Alcione M. Amos™

The transatlantic slave trade and the slave system which was born from it produced,
among its many lasting effects, the creation of cultural connections between Europe,
Africa, the Americas, and the Caribbean, that still exist today. One chapter of this
process of forced globalization and cultural exchange was written by the Afro-Brazil-
ians' who returned to West Africa in the nineteenth century.

During the nearly 400-year period of active importation of slaves, between 1500
and 1867 (slavery was abolished in Brazil in 1888), Brazil received an estimated 4.9
million Africans.> When one considers the magnitude of this figure, it may seem
insignificant that only between 3,000 and 8,000 Afro-Brazilians returned to Africa
during the nineteenth century. However, despite their small numbers, these men,
women, and children were able to develop a very successful informal settlement sys-
tem that created Afro-Brazilian communities on the coast of West Africa, in the
territories that today are the countries of Benin, Togo, Nigeria, and Ghana. This paper
will examine the history of the Afro-Brazilian returnee community in Nigeria, in
particular in Lagos.

The returnee Afro-Brazilians preferred to settle in coastal towns, such as Lagos
and Badagry, for fear of being re-enslaved and because of the economic opportunities
that the coastal towns provided. The danger that the returnees could be re-enslaved,
killed, or deprived of their belongings was real. The port of Whydah (today in Benin),
which later became one of the centers of concentration of Afro-Brazilians on the West
Coast of Africa, for some time was avoided because it was dangerous. In 1856, for
example, a group of returnees who had bought passage in a boat from Bahia to Lagos
was taken instead to Whydah. There, their luggage was ransacked, the adults were
killed, and the children enslaved. The King of Dahomey, who had ordered the bar-
barism, explained that the returnees were originally from Abeokuta (today in Nige-
ria), an enemy city.?

Even in Lagos, where the Afro-Brazilians were well-received by the British who had
established a consulate there in 1851 and had come to dominate the political scene, a
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110 ALCIONE M. AMOS

118. “Carrena, Nigéria” accessed April 2, 2012, <http://www2.mre.gov.br/cartafrica/

familias/carrena.htm>.
119. “Machado, Nigéria” accessed April 2, 2012, <http://www2.mre.gov.br/cartaf-
rica/familias/machado.htm>; “Gongalo/Nigéria” accessed April 5, 2012 http://www2.

mre.gov.br/cartafrica/familias/goncalo.htm>.
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