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¥ Christmas card to
Frances Greer, ca. 1950

> Letter to Frances and
Mary Virginia Greer,

December 26, 1953

The handwriting of Grandma Moses

Grandma Moses painting at her kitchen table, reflects the mood and pace of her days,

1952. Photograph by Ifor Thomas. Grandma Moses

Properties Co., New York.
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as well as the nature of the task at hand.
Ranging from fancy to plain, Moses’s
execution mirrors the twin roles she played: the artist and the farmwife.
The solitary Christmas card signature is evidence that Moses
could turn out a cultivated script when she took the time. The writing
style in her letters to friends and family, however, defaults quickly
from elegant flourishes into a pleasant and practical — grandmotherly
— forward-leaning script. Legibility falls increasingly by the wayside
as Moses attempts to negotiate a demanding schedule, a high volume
of family news, and a limited amount of space on which to write.
For Moses, writing may have been very similar to both needlework
and painting: an everyday act for lovingly recording, sharing, and
remembering the riches of family life.

Leslie Umberger
Curator of Folk and Self-taught Art
Smithsonian American Art Museum



Merry THRISTMAS

AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR
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