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When, in 1826, James Sniithson bequeathed his estate to the United

States of America '

' to found at Washington , under the name of the

Smithsonian Institution, an estabhshment for the increase and diffusion

of knowledge among men," he placed at the disposal of our nation two

valuable collections—one of books and one of minerals.

In the schedule of Sniithson' s personal effects, as brought to America

in 1838, occurs the following entry :

Two large boxes filled with specimens of minerals and manuscript treatises,

apparently in the testator's handwriting, on various philosophical subjects, particu-

larly chemistry and mineralogy. Eight cases and one trunk filled with the like.

This collection and the books and pamphlets mentioned in the same

schedule formed the beginnings, respecti\-ely, of the Smithsonian library

and the Smithsonian museum. The minerals constituted, so far as the

writer has l)een able to learn, the first scientific cabinet owned by the

Government of the United States. Their destruction in the Smithsonian

fire of 1865 was a serious loss. Our only knowledge of their character

is derived from the report of a comniittee of the National Institution,

which in 1841 reported upon it as follows :

'

Among the effects of the late ]Mr. Sniithson, is a Cabinet which, so far as it has

been examined, proves to consist of a choice and beautiful collection of Minerals,

comprising, probably, eight or ten thousand specimens. The specimens, though

generally small, are extremely perfect, and constitute a very complete Geological

and Mineralogical series • embracing the finest varieties of crystallization ; rendered

more valuable by accompanying figures and descriptions by Mr. Smithson, and in

'Proceedings of the National Institution, July, 1841, 2d Bull., p. 95. Francis

Markoe, jr., secretary of the National Institution, in a letter written to the Amer-

ican Philosophical Society in 1841, described as a part of this cabinet "a superb

collection, and very large, of precious stones and exquLsite crystallized minerals

. . . decidedly the richest and rarest collection ill the country."

For a catalogue in general terms see Alfred Hunter, Popular Catalogue of the

Extraordinary Curiosities in the National Institute, etc., published in 1855, and

William J. Rhees, Account of the Smithsonian Institution, etc., 1859.
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his own hand-writing. The cabinet also contains a valuable suite of meteoric
stones, which appear to be specimens of most of the meteorites which have fallen

in Europe during several centuries.

This report was made in July, 1841, at the time when, by order of the

Secretary of the United States Treasury, the minerals, books, manu-
scripts, and other articles forming part of the Smithson bequest, were
deposited in the custody of the National Institution, where they remained

until 1858.

A room had been planned for their reception in the Smithsonian edi-

fice, which was to be made fireproof,' but if this was ever constructed it

was not occupied, and the collections having been displayed for some
years in the Regents' room, were destroyed by fire January 24, 1865.

The National Institution was for nearly eighteen years the official

custodian of these and other museum materials belonging to the nation.

This organization, ten years before the Smithsonian Institution was pre-

pared to receive any collections whatever, fourteen years before its build-

ings were ready for the exhibition of museum objects, and in after years,

until its charter expired by limitation in 1862, held many objects whose
proper place was in the National Museum. Indeed, the retention of

many historical objects in the Patent Office hall until 1883, was an evi-

dence of a lingering uncertainty as to the proper location of responsibility

for the care of the national collections.

In order to understand the genesis of the National Museum of the

United States, it seems necessary to examine the history of this society,

at one time so enterprising and influential.

The National Institution for the Promotion of Science, organized in

Washington, May 15, 1840, was for some years the most prominent

exponent of the idea of a national museum.'' The establishment of this

society was doubtless to a very great degree due to the stimulating and

inspiring effects upon public opinion of the Smithson bequest. The
germs of the idea which it represented seem, however, to have been

existing in Washington at a much earlier period, for in 18 16, or before,

a similar societ}^ had been organized in the capital under the name of

The Columbian Institute for the Promotion of Arts and Sciences.^

The Columbian Institute received on May 20, i8i8, a charter from

Congress which expired in 1838, after which its members "were invited

' Report of the building committee to December i, 1847, in Report of the Board

of Regents, January 6, 1848, Thirtieth Congress, first session, Mis. Doc. 23, p. 8.

^ The National Institution was organized at the seat of Government on the 15th of

May, 1840, by the adoption of a Constitution and the declaration of the objects of

the Institution; which are to promote Science and the Useful Arts, and to establish

a National Museum of Natural History, etc.—Proceedings of the National Insti-

tution, 1841, 1st Bull., p. 3.

3 Before 1816 an organization known as The Metropolitan Society was in existence

in Washington, and the Columbian Institute was an outgrowth of it or replaced it.

The United States Military Philosophical Society met in Washington and New York
as early as 1805.
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to become members of the National Institution, and to deposit in its

Cabinet their effects, books, and papers.
'

'

'

This invitation was accepted July 17, i84i,"in a letter from Asbury

Dickins, secretary, and althout^h no record of any transfer is to be found

in the Bulletin of the National Institution, I have before me a letter

from Messrs. John J. Abert, A. O. Dayton, and F. A. Markoe, com-

mittee of that society, addressed to the vSecretaries of the War and Navy
Departments, January i, 1842, in which, among the other collections in

their custody, they mention "the books, minerals, and works of art

belonging to the late Columbian Institute," and also the " books, papers,

and proceedings of the late American Historical Societ}'," an organiza-

tion to which also the National Institution stood in the position of an

heir.

To Doctor Edward Cutbush is due the preservation of the only state-

ment extant of the objects of the Columbian Institute, embodied ap-

parently in its constitution, and quoted as follows in his address as its

president, delivered January 11, 18 17, in Congress Hall, Washington:^

To collect, cultivate, and distribute the various vegetable productions of this and

other countries, whether medicinal or esculent, or for the promotion of arts and
manfactures.

To collect and examine the various mineral productions and natm-al curiosities of

the United States, and to give pul^licity to every discovery that the institute may
have been enabled to make.

To obtain information respecting the mineral waters of the United States, their

locality, analysis, and utility, together with such topographical remarks as may aid

valetudinarians.

To invite communications on agricultural sul)jects, on the management of stock,

their diseases, and the remedies.

To form a topographical and statistical hi.story of the different districts of the

United States, noticing particularly the number and extent of .streams, how far navi-

gable, the agricultural products, the imports and exports, the value of lands, the

climate, the state of the thermometer and barometer, the disea.ses which prevail in

the different seasons, the state of the arts and manufactures, and any other informa-

tion which may be deemed of general utilit}'.

To publish annually, or whenever the Institution shall have become possessed of

a sufficient stock of important information, such communications as may be of public

utility, and to give the earliest information in the public papers of all discoveries

that may have been made b}- or communicated to the Institute.

' Proceedings of the National Institution, July 12, 1841, 2d Bull., p. 94.

^Idem., p. 113.

3 Cutbush, Edward. An address
|

delivered before the
|
Columbian Institute,

|
for

the Promotion of Arts and Sciences,
|

at the City of Washington,
|
on the nth Janu-

ary, 1S17.
I I

By Edward Cutbush, M. D.,
|
Hon. Member of the Philadelphia

Medical and Chemical Societies
; j

Corresponding Member of the Linntean Society

of Philadelphia
; j

and President of the In,stitute.
|

| Published by the request

of the Columbian Institute,
|

| Washington.
|
Printed by Gales & Seaton.

|
Six

parts
I

181 7. Svo., pp. 1-29.

A copy of this rare pamphlet is in the library of the Surgeon-General's Office, as

well as a nearly complete series of the publications of the two brothers Cutbush.
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A remark significant in this connection may be found in a letter

written by Edward Cutbush, M, D. , dated Geneva, New York, January 20,

1842, accepting his election to corresponding membership in the National

Institution. After thanking the institution
'

' for this memento of their

friendship and recognition of past services in the cause which has been

so honorably revived at the seat of Government, '

' he continued thus:
'

' I

most sincerely hope that all the objects which engaged the attention of

Thomas Law, Esq.,^ and myself, in 1816, in establishing the Columbian

Institute will 7iow meet the approbation and support of the Government,

and of the scientific men of the District of Columbia. ' '

'

'Proceedings of the National Institution, 1842, 2d Bull., p. 156.

=Thomas L,aw was a member of an English family of talent and influence. His

father, Edmund Law, D. D., born in Cartmel, Lancashire, in 1703, educated at St.

John's College, Cambridge, was author of several theological and philosophical works,

and in 1769 became Bishop of Carlisle, holding this office till his death in 1787. Of

his younger brothers, one was Bishop of Elphin, another, George Henry Law, D. D.,

(1761-1845) was Bishop of Chester, 1812, and later, 1824, of Bath and Wells. [Bio-

graphical Sketch in Gentleman's Magazine, 1845, Pt. 2, p. 529.] His elder brother,

Edward Law—Lord EHenborough—(1750-1818) was an eminent lawyer, principal

counsel for Warren Hastings in the great impeachment trial before the House of

Lords, Attorney-General and Lord Chief Justice of the King's Bench,and was father

of Edward Law, Earl of EHenborough (1790-1871), Governor-General of India.

Thomas Law was born in 1756, and in 1773, at the age of seventeen, entered the

service of the British East India Company in Bengal, and was rapidly promoted,

becoming member of the revenue board of Hugli before he was twenty-one, later

judge of Poonah, and in 1783 collector, judge, and magistrate of Behar, a province

with more than 2,000,000 inhabitants, an office which he administered for six years

with great success, afterwards, at the request of Lord Cornwallis, the Governor-Gen-

eral, then engaged in his campaign against Tippoo Saib, serving for two years on the

revenue board at Calcutta. In 1791, his health having failed, he sailed for England,

where he remained until 1793, the year of his removal to America.

While in India he was the friend and associate of Lord Cornwallis, Lord Ter^ue-

nett, and Sir William Jones, and was the-author of what was known as the Mocur-

rery system and permanent settlement, a great legislative reform, the accomplishment

of which was the principal feature of Cornwallis's administration, which the board

of control of the East India Company described as "forming a new epoch in Hin-

dostan, from which, they predict, will be derived security and permanent prosperity,

and consider it as an important and most beneficial change to 50,000,000 of people,

and full of beneficial consequences. '

'

William Duane, the editor of the Philadelphia Aurora, who had known Mr. Law
in India, wrote thus concerning him in 1815:

'

' We have known Mr. Law now more than thirty years. We knew him when he

was inferior to no man in eminence and in power, the third or fourth in degree in a

great empire; and this was at a time, too, when, by his own generous efforts, pursued

with zeal and talent that commanded general admiration and esteem, he brought

about a revolution, the influence of which now extends to one hundred and twenty

millions of people, as great in its moral and political influences as the extinction of

the feudal system. In Hindostan, under the Mogul government, the tenure of land

was in the Empire and reverted upon the demise of the holder. The afflictions pro-

duced by such a system can not be conceived by those who have not been eye-wit-

nesses of them. Upon the death of a zuinndar, or landholder, where polygamy
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The idea of a .subsich' from the General Government seems to have

been prominent in the minds of the founders of the Columbian Institute.

In the closing portion of the same addre.'^s Doctor Cutbusli naively

remarked as follows:

I can not refrain from indulging in the pleasing hope that the members of our

National Government, to whom has been confided the guardianship of the District

of Columbia, will extend their fostering care to this establishment, and that a part

of the public grounds, reserved for national purposes, may be vested in the Colum-

bian Institute. I would also, with due deference, suggest that a small pecuniary

aid would enable the Institute at an earlier period to extend its benefits to all parts

of the United States, and to render an essential service to the nation by perpetuating

an establishment worthy of the metropolis bearing the name of our illustrious Wash-
ington, where at some future period the youth of our country w'ill repair to complete

their education at the national seminary, to which the Botanical Garden and Miner-

alogical Cabinet would be important appendages.

prevails and the children and females are numerous, the death of the head of the

family, where no provision has been otherwise made, can not be well imagined. Mr.

Law, who held the government of a rich and populous province under the Bengal

administration, proposed what has been called the Mocurrery system, that is to

make the land personal property and not to revert to the sovereign. This plan, pur-

sued through several years of zeal and devotion to humanity, he accomplished. The
Norman conqiiest, the revolution in England in 1688, were great events, and they

mark epochs in history and are treated as such, while Mr. Law's revolution without

bloodshed eventually changed the whole moral and social condition of Hindostan,

settled estates in persons and as personal property, and put an end to all the calami-

ties which were consequent of the old system; yet the event is scarcely heard of;

perhaps there are not three men in this country who ever heard of it yet.
'

'

In a letter w^ritten to Law by Marquis Cornwallis in 1796, he said: "We labored

together for the security of person and property to the subjects of the British Gov-
ernment in Asia," and referred to " that plan of which I shall ever with gratitude

acknoAvledge you as the founder. '

'

Another reform suggested by Mr. Law was in connection with the commercial

relations of India with England. Concerning this Mr. Law writes, in 1824:

"The augmented wealth and prosperity of many of the natives of India since I

quitted Bengal is evinced by commercial events and improvements, some of which
have fulfilled my anticipations, when I proposed to the company, and was urgent

with them, to throw open and enlarge new branches of trade originally in India.

Cotton and sugar are now imported thence into England, and British manufactures

have been exported to pay for these new and rich Asiatic cargoes, and this to an
amount that in 1815 was estimated at ^870,177. Five years aftei-wards, in 1819, the

value of such manufactures ex])orted to India exceeded three millions sterling."

One of the results of this Indian reform was doubtless the abolition at so early a

day of negro slavery in the British West Indies.

Another of his reforms was that effected when at an early age he was governor of

Behar, and which was perhaps his chief popular title to the appellation of " Father

of the People. '

' The capital of Behar is as much venerated by the Hindus as Mecca
by the Mohammedans. Pilgrims annually resort to it from all parts of India. These
pilgrims had been oppressed by heavy taxes ever since the establishment of the

Mohammedan Government—taxes imposed according to the apparent dignity of the

pilgrims, which was rated by the number of their animals, and tlie palanquins, horses,

or elephants M'hicli accompanied them. When Mr. Law became collector the exac-

tions were so onerous that many Hindus were deterred from fulfilling their religious
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Cutbush's address before the Columbian Institute, nearly three-

quarters of a century ago, is well worthy of study at the present time.

It is full of enlightened patriotism and of hopeful prophecy for the United

States and for Washington. "Where genius and talent are respected,

rewarded, and promoted," wrote he, "the arts and sciences will flourish

and the wealth and power of the nation increase.
'

'

The wisdom of such men as Cutbush opened the way for the organi-

zation of the National Institution, which in its turn, as we shall see, had

usages, but through his efforts the taxes were diminished to a moderate sum, a

greater number of pilgrims would pay it, and, while the demands of the revenue

were fulfilled, " purposes of humanity were forwarded and the pious feelings of the

natives were gratified." [Law's " Reply," p. 7.]

Mr. Law's removal from England was due in part to an act of injustice on the part

of the East India Company, which resulted in considerable financial loss to himself,

and in part to his '

' decided disapprobation of an impolitic and exhausting war that

the administration was then carrying on against France."

He conceived a great admiration for the character of Washington, and when he

knew of the efforts being made to establish a national capital, he became anxious to

identify himself with its growth from the very beginning.

He invested all of his property in houses and lots in Washington, and for forty

years was one of the most zealous and enlightened citizens.

S. L. Knapp (Ignatius Loyola Robertson, LL.D. ) wrote of him in 1830 in his

Sketches of Public Characters :

" He purchased largely of the soil, built on an extensive scale, suggested ten thou-

sand plans for the improvement of the city and for the prosperity of the nation ; but

the slow, doubtful, and often strange course of Congress came not only in his way,

but in the way of all those deeply interested in the welfare of the city ; and he has

spent the days of his maturity and wisdom in unavailing efforts for the improvement

of it. It is happy for him, however, that he has lived to see the dawn of a better

day for Washington, and, if he can not stay here long to enjoy it, he will rejoice in

the hopes of his friends and descendants. '

'

Among the enterprises in which he participated at an early day was the erection

of the great building south of the Capitol which has for so many years borne the

inscription "Law House."

Three sons, born in India, accompanied Mr. Law to America, one of whom, Mr.

John Law, a lawyer in Washington, died before 1824, and all before 1834.

Mr. Law married, as second wife. Miss Custis, daughter of George Washington

Parke Custis, the stepson and adopted son of Washington, thus allying himself by

family ties with the man whom he so much revered.

Mr. Law was a zealous advocate of a national paper currency and published a

book on currency.

He also wrote poetry and contributed to general literature.

He was one of the leaders in the intellectual life of the infant capital, and not-

withstanding his personal eccentricities was universally respected. As one of the

founders of the first learned society in Washington, he is worthy of our veneration
;

and since he has been ignored by the biographical dictiouai^ies this notice of his life

has been written.

He died in 1834.

Reference to Mr. Law's character and career may be found in an obituary in the

National Intelligencer, 1834, quoted in the New England Magazine, September, 1S34,

in Sketches of Public Characters, by "Ignatius Loyola Robertson " (S. L. Knapp) in
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an important inflnence toward shaping the course of the Smithsonian

Institution.

Indeed, the germ of the vSmithsonian idea may be found in Cutbush's

address—and his spirit was kindred to that of Henry and his associates,

who worked under more favorable conditions thirty years later.'

the biographical sketch of William Winston Seaton, by his daughter, and in Faux's

Memorable Days in A:nerica, the review of which in No. 68 of the Quarterly Review

evoked Mr. Law's "Reply," which contains much autobiographical matter.

The following are titles of some of Mr. Law's publications, for the verbal accuracy

of which no responsibility is taken, since they are usually given second-hand:

1792. Law, Thomas. Sketch of some late arrangements and a review of the rising

resources of Bengal. London, 1792. S°. Lib. Congress.

1794. Law, Thomas. "On Bengal," etc. Perhaps another ed. of* that printed in

1792. Quoted b}- Allibone.

1806. [Law, Thomas.] Ballston vSpring. [A poem.] New York, 1806. Boston

Alh.

1820. Law, Thomas. Remarks on the report of the Secretar}- of the Treasury,

March i, 1819. Wilmington, 1820. 8°. Boston Ath.

1824. Law, Thom.\S. A reply to certain insinuations, published as an article in the

sixty-eighth number of the Quarterly Review. Washington, 1827. 8°. pp.

1-27. (i.) Lib. Cong. Refers to a libelous article; a review of Faux's

Memorable Days in America.

1827. Law, Thomas (and others). Report of the proceedings of the committee

appointed in Washington in 1824 to present a memorial to Congress, pray-

ing for the establishment of a national currency. Washington : Way &
Gideon. 1824. 8°. 40 pp. Lib. Cong. ; Boston Ath.

1825. Law, Thom.\s. Address before the Columbian Institute. Washington, 1825.

8°. Boston Ath.

1826. Law, Thomas. Considerations tending to render the policy questionable of

plans for liquidating, within the next four years, of the 6 per cent stocks

of the United States. Washington : S. A. Elliott. 1826. S°. pp. 22. Lib.

Cong. ; Boston Ath.

1827. Law, Thom.\s. Propositions for creating means for connnencing the Chesa-

peake and Ohio Canal, with report of committee thereon. [Washington,

1827?] I folio sheet. Lib. Cong.

1828. L-AW, Thomas. Address to the Columbian Institute on a mone3-ed system.

Washington, 1828. 8°. Lib. Cong. ; Boston Ath.

1830. L-A.W, Thomas. Address to the Columbian Institute on the question, "What
ought to be the circulating medium of a nation?" Washington, 1830. 8°.

Lib. Cong. ; Bo.ston Ath.

1833. L.^.w, Thomas. Synopsis of a plan for a national currency. Washington,

1833. 8°. Lib. Cong.
' The two brothers James and Edward Cutbush were among the most active of the

])(>pular teachers and promoters of science and education at the beginning of the

present centur)', and it would be unjust to allow their names to drop out of the his-

tory of American science.

Both were physicians, both teachers of chemistry, both enthusia.stic in the work
of founding schools and learned societies. They were born, certainly in Penn.syl-

vania, probably Philadelphia, somewhere between the years 1750 and 1770. Edward
entered the medical department of the University of Pennsylvania in 1790 and
graduated in 1794, and his brother James at about the .same time or a little later.

James Cutbush at the beginning of the century, and for a few years subsequent,
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The National Institution began its career at a time when the country

was chafing under the irritation of the dela5^s of Congress in organizing

was engaged in delivering courses of chemical lectures in Philadelphia, presumably
for the benefit of medical students.

He appears to have enlisted as a volunteer in a Pennsylvania regiment at the

beginning of the war of 1812, and at its close, on the 12th of August, 1S14, was
appointed assistant apothecary-general in the Regular Army of the United States,

which position he held until 1820, when he was appointed post surgeon and chief

medical officer of the Military Academy at West Point. In November, 1821, he was
made assistant surgeon and acting professor of chemistry and mineralogy in the

Academy, in which capacity he served until his death, which occurred on December

15, 1823.

His most important work, A S}'stem of Pyrotechny ( 8vo. , Philadelphia, 1825, i-xliv,

1-612), was joublished in Philadelphia after his death by his widow, aided by a sub-

scription from the cadets of the Military Academy.
Another work, entitled The Philosophy of Experimental Chemistry, in two vol-

umes (Philadelphia, 1813, i2mo., (i) pp. xii, 1-356 (2) i-viii, 1-339), appears to have

been the earliest general work or text-book on chemistry written in America,

although Benjamin Rush had printed a S341abus of his lectures which gave him the

title to be considered "the father of chemistry in America," and James Cutbusli

himself had, as early as 1807 or 1808, prepared an Epitome of Chemistry, for the use

of St. John's College, in which he was a teacher, of the publication of which, how-
ever, I have found no record.

In 1812 he delivered an Oration on Education (Philadelphia, 1812, Svo., pp. 1-50),

before the Society for the Promotion of a Rational Sj^stem of Education, of which
he was vice-president -an enlightened and eloquent address full of historical infor-

mation. He also published in 1808 a book called The Useful Cabinet, a treatise

" On hydrostatics and specific gravity," and also certain papers in the American

Journal of Science.

Besides holding a corresponding membership in the Columbian Institute at Wash-
ington, which was founded by his brother, he was president of the Columbian Chem-
ical Society and member of the Ivinnsean and Agricultural societies of Philadelphia.

Rafinesque, enumerating in 1817 those of the American scientific men whom he con-

sidered entitled to rank as philosophers, mentions the name of Cutbush along with

his own and those of Jefferson, Clinton, Vaughan, Bentley, Winthrop, Patterson,

Williamson, Griscom, Wood, Dupont, Woodward, Rush, Mitchill, Ramsay, and

Priestley.

Edward Cutbush, after his graduation at the Philadelphia Medical School in 1794,

became attached to the militia of Penns5dvania, first as hospital surgeon and subse-

quently as surgeon-general. On the 24th of June, 1799, he was appointed a surgeon

in the United States Navy, in which capacity he served until June 20, 1829, when he

resigned. In the j^ears 1816 and 1817 he appears to have been stationed in Wash-

ington, and at this time participated in the foundation of the Columbian Institute

for the Promotion of Science. I can find no record of his whereabouts after 1829

mitil 1835, when he was a resident of Geneva, New York, and participated in the

establishment of the medical institute of Geneva College, in which he became pro-

fessor of chemistry. On the occasion of its formal opening, on February 10, 1835,

he delivered a discourse '

' On the history and methods of medical instruction '

'

(Geneva, 1835, 8vo., pp. 1-24). In 1842 he appears to have been still at Geneva, and

at this time was probably a man seventy or eighty years of age. His Washington

address and his Geneva address appear to be his only literary remains, with the

exception of a book which was published in Philadelphia in 1808 entitled Observa-

tions on the Means of Preserving the Health of Soldiers and Sailors, etc. (Phila-

delphia, 1808, Svo., pp. i-xvi, 1-316, 1-14).
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the institution of learning provided In- vSniitlison, whose legaey had for

some years been deposited in the Treasury.

'

It has alread}^ been suggested that the National Institution owed its

origin to the influence of the Sniithson bequest. Indeed, it may not be

altogether impossible that it was founded wdth special reference to some
plan looking toward securing the control of this bequest. ^

Although less than fiftj^ years have gone by, I can not learn that any

of those who w^ere active members at the time of its organization are

still living, and unfortunatel}' no one seems to have left any written record

of the secret history of this very significant movement.

It seems possible, however, to read between the lines, in the official

publications of the society- and the utterances of its friends, and thereby

to acquire a certain additional insight into their meaning.

With this in mind, it is instructive to review briefly the history of the

discussions which preceded the final organization of the Smithsonian

Institution—not with reference to its entire polic}-, for this has already

been well done by others, but in connection with its relations to the

national institution, and the custodianship of the National Museum.
In 1835, as we have seen, the fact was first made know'n that Sniithson,

who had died in Genoa, six years earlier, had bequeathed the reversion

of his whole estate to the United States of America '

' to found at Wash-
ington, under the name of the Smithsonian Institution, an establishment

for the increase and diffusion of knowledge among men."
The bequest w'as communicated to Congress by the President on the

lytli of December, and v/as accepted by Congress by an act approved

July I, 1836, pledging "the faith of the United vStates " to the due appli-

cation of the fund to the purposes of the bequest.

On the ist of September, 1838, the proceeds of the estate, amounting
to $508,318.46, was paid into the United States Mint, and shortly after

the convening of Congress in that year, in a message dated December 6,

President Van Buren informed both Houses that the amount received

having been invested, he deemed it proper to invite the attention of Con-

gress to the obligation devolving upon the United States to fulfill the

object of the bequest.

Eight sessions of Congress passed by before any definite plan of organ-

ization w-as decided upon, and suggestions from all parts of the countr>'

were liberally forthcoming. Strange to say, nearly every suggestion, no

' Smithson had died in 1829, but the legacy did not become available until after

the death of his nephew, the residuar}'' legatee, in 1835, after which, in September
of that year, the Government of the United States was first apprised of the fact of

the existence of such a bequest. The legacy was brought to New York in August,
183S, but no definite action was taken concerning its application until eight years

later, when on August 10, 1846, the act of Congress establishing the Smithsonian
Institution was passed. The Regents held their first meeting September 7, 1846,

and elected a secretary, who accepted the trust on December 7, and entered upon
his duties two weeks later.
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matter how humble its source, seems to have had its weight in the delib-

erations, and almost every one was embodied in one or more of the provi-

sions of the numerous bills brought up for the consideration of Congress.

In 1836, when this matter first came to the notice of the Senate, it

seems to have been the generally accepted opinion of those who took part

in the discussion that the intention of the testator was the establishing

of a university.

In this direction, too, was the tendency of the advice of those " persons

versed in science and in matters relating to public education," to whom
in July, 1838, the Secretary of State addressed letters, asking advice as

to the most advantageous mode of applying the proceeds of the bequest.'

Of these, three favored a school of high grade. President Wayland,

an institution which should occupy '

' the space between the close of a

collegiate education and a professional school ;" Doctor Cooper,
'

' an insti-

tution of the character of an university;
'

' President Chapin, '

' an institu-

tion for liberal and professional purposes and for the promotion of original

-nvestigations—to carry scholars through a range of studies much above

those of the ordinary collegiate course."

Horatio Hubbell, of Philadelphia, also, in a letter to President Van
Buren, urged a university on the German plan, with numerous professor-

ships, chiefly scientific, and Professor Dunglison, of the University of

Virginia, in two very favorable letters in the Southern Literary Messen-

ger (under the signature "z/ "), proposed the foundation of " a central

school of natural science," to be supplemented in time by a botanical

garden, an observatory, a zoological institute, or analogous means (includ-

ing, doubtless, in his mind, museum collections), for prosecuting in a

proper way the great sciences of astronomy and general physiology—"a
school where natural philosophy, chemistry, geology, mineralogy, phi-

losophy, and all other sciences could be effectually taught—a .school

which, so far from clashing with others, would aid them—which, although

it might be helped by a gift Of funds from the nation, could neverthe-

less go into operation without them—which, under a wise management,

could be speedily brought to yield results of the utmost practical import-

ance, and fulfill to the very letter the wishes of the testator."-

Mr. Rush objected to a school of any kind, and proposed a plan which

more nearly than any other of the early ones corresponded with that

which was finally adopted. In a shadowy way he outlined a system of

scientific correspondence, of lectureships, of general cooperation with the

scientific efforts of the Government, of a liberal system of publication,

' These are the names of the persons thus addressed :

The Hon. John Quincy Adams, Senatotand ex-President; Thomas Cooper, M. D.,

Cohunbia, South Carolina ; Hon. Richard Rush, Sydenham, near Philadelphia, Penn-

sylvania ; Professor Francis Wayland, President of Brown Universit}-, Providence,

Rhode Island ; Plon. Albert Gallatin, Rev. Stephen Olin, Philip Ijndsley, and others.

^Southern Literary Messenger, V, 1S38, p. S28 ; VI, 1840, p. 25, and also Rhees,

Documents, pp. 864-890.
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and even of eollections of geological, zoological, Ijotaiiical, ethnological,

and economical objects.

The fifth response was from the venerable Senator and ex-President,

John Quincy Adams, who, from 1835, when he was appointed chairman

of the select committee of the House to report upon the Smithson

bequest, appears to have taken a deep interest in its fate, and to have

felt personall}' responsible for its judicious administration. In his letters

to the Secretary of State, October 8 and 11, 1838, he brought forward

with great vigor the proposal that the first use to be made of the fund

was the establishment of a great national astronomical observatory, and

in January, 1839, as chairman of the House committee, acting jointly

with a similar connnittee from the Senate, he reported a bill (House bill

1 161, Senate 1^11 293) providing for the establishment of an observatory

fully equipped, with provision for the publication of its observations, and
the annual composition and publication of a nautical almanac.

The bill, which was evidently a minority report of the joint committee,

was reinforced by two sets of resolutions, proposed by Mr. Adams in the

House, one reported from the committee January 26, providing

—

That the first appropriation from the interest, or income, of the vSmithsonian fund,

ought to be for the erection and estal)lishnient, at the city of Washington, of an
astronomical observatory, provided with the best and most approved instruments

and l:)ooks for the continual observation, calculation and recording of the remark-
able phenomena of the heavens ; for the periodical publication of the observations

tlnis made ; and of a nautical almanac for the use of the mariners of the United
States and of all other navigating nations.

The .second, reported February 6, recited the opinion

—

That the education of the children of these United States is a duty of solenni

and indispensable obligation incumbent upon their parents and guardians, not for

the increase and diffusion of knowledge among men, but to qualify them for the

enjoyment of their rights, and the performance of their duties throughout life [and
therefore]

That no part of the Smithsonian fund ought to be appHed to the education of the
children or youth of the United States, nor to any school, college, university, or

institute of education.

The latter resolutions were evidently intended as a counterpoi.se to the

view still held l)y many members of the Senate, which was brought for-

ward l)y the .speech of Senator A.sher Robbins, of Rliode Island, January
10, 1839, in which he urged "that this institution .should make one of a

lunnber of colleges to constitute a univensity to be established here, and
to be endowed in a manner worthy of this great nation and their inunen.se

resources. '

'

On the 1 8th of February Senator Robbins produced an antidote to Mr.
Adam's anti-university resolution in the following:

I. Resolved, That it is the duty of the United States, tliey having accepted the
tnust under the will of Mr. Smithson, of Ivondon, to execute that trust bona fide
according to the true intent and meaning of the testator.



96 Memorial of George Broivn Goode.

2. Resolved, That the trust being to found an institution in the city of Washington
for the increase and diffusion of knowledge among men, the kind of institution

which will have the effect intended and described, in the most eminent degree, will

be the kind of institution which ought, in good faith to be adopted, as being most in

accordance with the true intent and meaning of the testator.

3. Resolved, That all experience having shown scientific and literary institutions

to be by far, the most effectual means to the end of increasing and diffusing knowl-

edge among men, the Smithsonian Institution should be a scientific and literary

institution, formed upon a model the best calculated to make those means the most
effectual to that end.

4. Resolved, That to apply said trust fund to the erection and support of an observ-

atory, would not be to fulfill bona fide the intention of the testator, nor would
it comport with the dignity of the United States to owe such an establishment to

foreign eleemosynary means.

Neither of the bills was received with favor, and the Twenty-fifth Con-

gress came to an end without any decision having been reached. Senator

Robbins retired from public life at this time, and the university idea was
not subsequently brought prominently forward. During this session,

"

however, various petitions were received. One was from Professor

Walter R. Johnson, urging the foundation, advocating the claims of "an
institution for researches in practical science.

' '

'

Another was from Charles lycwis Fleischmann, of the United States

Patent Office, proposing the establishment of an institution for the

promotion of agriculture, with experimental farms of 1,360 acres, manu-
factories, mills, and workshops, a considerable staff of teachers and

instructors, and one hundred students at the commencement.^

The Kentucky State Agricultural Society petitioned for the endowment
of an agricultural school or college out of the legacy, and the Superin-

tendent of the Coast Survey, Mr. Hassler, was urging the foundation of

an astronomical school.

In the meantime public interest was becoming awakened. The matter

was agitated in the newspapers and reviews, petitions were coming in

from individuals, urging speedy action, and the corporation of the city

of WavShington, through their maj^or, Peter Force, presented a vigorousl}'

worded memorial to Congress.^

Early in the first session of the Twenty-sixth Congress, 1839-1841,

Mr. Adams again brought up the Smithson bequest, introducing again

his bill for the establishment of a national observatory and reenforcing it

by his famous report of 1840" and a speech of considerable length, supple-

mented by an elaborate statement from the astronomer royal of Great

Britain concerning the observatories at Greenwich and elsewhere.

' Presented to the House of Representatives, May, 21, 1838.—See Rhees, Documents,

pp. 171-186.

^Reported to the House of Representatives January 9, 1839.—See Rhees, Docu-
ments, pp. 186-198.

3Rliees, Documents, pp. 200, 201.

''First session. House of Representatives Report No. 277. Smithson bequest. (To
accompany amendatory bill H. R. No. I.) May 5, 1840. Washington: Blair& Ross,

printers. 8vo., p. 155.
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Mr. Adams seems to have l)eeii alone in liis advoeaey of the observatory

and his bill and report produced no results.

It was just at this time that the National In.stitution was organized on

the 15th of Ma}', 1840, by the adoption of a con.stitution and a declaration

of its objects, "which are to promote science and the useful arts, and to

establish a national museum of natural history, etc."

The constitution of this societ}' in its first form was somewhat meager,

but as printed on the cover of the second bulletin of proceedings is

decidedly prophetic of the future act of incorporation of the Smithsonian

Institution.

Its plan, however, w^as concei^•ed in a broad and liberal spirit, its

membership was a strong one, including at the beginning about ninety

representative men of Washington, Members of Congress, scientific men,

clergymen, and prominent citizens, and as many more corresponding

members, among whom were all the leading men of the country. Among
its principal officers were the Secretary of War, the Secretary of the Navy,

ex-President Adams, the Chief of Engineers of the Army, and other

prominent officials. The meetings were well attended, the membership

was enthusiastic, gifts of books and specimens began to flow in, and the

prospects of the societ}^ looked very bright.

In his discourse' on the objects and importance of the National Insti-

tution, delivered January 5, 1841, its president, Mr. Poinsett, referred

pointedly to the Smithson bequest, saying that it offered a favorable

occasion for carr^'ing into effect all the important objects connected with

a national institution, such as that just being organized in Washington,

enabling the
'

' Government to afford all necessary protection to the pro-

motion of science and the useful arts" without the exerci.se of any

doubtful power, etc."

Soon after this, in February, Senators Linn and Preston, l)oth members
of the National In.stitution, propo.sed new Ijills for the organization of the

vSmith-sonian In.stitution, at the .same time reporting a bill to incorporate

the National In.stitution for the Promotion of Science.

By these bills the entire management of the Smith.sonian fund was to

be intrusted to the National Institution. Its officers, a superintendent

and six professors, wx^re to l)e nominated by that .society, which w'as also

to prescribe their duties. Provision was made for joint occupanc}^ by the

two institutions of buildings to be erected at the co.st of the Sniith.son

bequest, and finally it was required

—

Tliat all collections of \vork.s of art and of natural history, owned by the Ignited

States, not otherwi.se a.ssigned (or all works of art, and all books relating thereto,

and all collections and curiosities belonging to the United States, in the posse.ssion of

' Discourse on the Objects and Importance of the National In.stitution for the Pro-

motion of Science, establi.shed at Wa.shington, 1S40, delivered at the first anni-

versary. Washington, 1841, p. 49.

= The avowed objects of the National Institution.
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any of the Executive Departments, and not necessarily connected with the duties

thereof) shall be deposited in said buildings (or shall be transferred to said institu-

tion, to be there preserved and arranged).

In these bills, drawn up in 1840, may be found the germ of the National

Museum idea, even to the extent of a proposition for an appropriation

from the National Treasury, to be expended under the direction of the

officers of the National Institution, the president and directors of which

were the prototypes of the Smithsonian Chancellor and Regents for pur-

poses connected with the administration of the collections such as it was
not deemed proper to pay for out of the Smithsonian fund."

The object of the National Institution was the promotion of science

and the useful arts, but the principal agency chosen for accomplishing

this object was a national museum of natural history, etc.

This was stated clearly in its declaration of objects at the time of its

organization in 1840, as well as in its constitution.^

The sections relating to the Museum in the proposed act of incorpora-

tion of the Institution of 1841 corresponded precisely to Articles XIV
and XVI of the constitution of the society, except that the provision

for the appointment of curators by the Institution is omitted.

It was evidently the intention that the Board of Managers should

control the national collections by virtue of the authority vested in them

in their proposed control of the Smithsonian Institution.

The act to incorporate the National Institution did not receive the

approval of Congress until 1842,^ when new proposals for the organiza-

'And for the transportation and arrangement of the same, the sum of fo,ooo is

hereby appropriated out of the Treasury of the United States, to be expended under

the direction of the president and directors of the National Institution. (Senate

bill, No. 245, Twenty-sixth Congress, 1839-1841, section No. 4.)

^'Constitution, May, 1840, January, 1841 : Constitution, February, 1842:

Article XIV. The resident and corre- Article XIV. The Institution shall

sponding members shall exert themselves have power to appoint Curators and

to procure specimens of natural history, others for the preservation and arrange-

etc, and the said specimens shall be ment of its collections. The resident

placed in the Cabinet under the superin- and corresponding members shall exert

tendence of a Board of Curators to be themselves to procure specimens of nat-

appointed by the Directors. All such ural history, etc. ; and the said specimens

specimens, etc., unless deposited spc- shall be placed in the Cabinet under the

daily, shall remain in the Cabinet, and in superintendence of a Curator or Curators,

case of the dissolution of this Institution, All such specimens, etc., unless deposited

shall become the property of the United specially, shall remain in the Cabinet,

States. and, in case of a dissolution of the Insti-

tution, shall become the property of the

United States.

Article XVI. The various collections

of the Institution shall be jilaced in the

apartments which may be designated for

that purpose by a majority of the Direct-

ors.

3 Senator Preston, April 11, 1842, reintroduced his bill of the previous year.
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tion of the Sinitlisonian Institution were brought forward, very similar

in many respects to those which had developed within the National

Institution.

The idea of a national museum to be administered in connection with

the Smithsonian organization had been suggested by no one in the five

years of discussion which preceded the organization of the National

Institution.

It is true that there had been plans proposed, especially those of

Dunglison and Rush, which might have led up to the development of

a museum, but the value of the museum as an educational agency and

as an aid to research was not understood in those days. In its former

aspect, it needed the teachings of the great exhibitions from 185 1 to 1876,

in the latter the vivifying influence of the Darwinian scientific renais-

sance of 1859.

The sul)jcct of the Smithsonian legacy- and its proper disposition was
henceforth one of those most frequently discussed by the founders of

the National Institution, and for years it was the opinion of many
influential men that this society should be made the custodian of the

Smithson fund, and that the interests of the two establishments should

be united.

A suggestive indication of the sentiment of the officers of the Insti-

tution is found in the letter of the committee of management to the

Secretaries of War and the Navy in 1842, in which they remark that

the object of the National Institution is "to increase and diffuse knowl-

edge among men"—making prominent the words of the Smithsonian

bequest instead of the official definition of the objects of their own
society, and deliberately indicating the fact of quotation, by the custom-

ary symbols.

The influence of this society was strong!}' and continuously present in

Congress, for the six 3-ears which followed its organization, until the

Smithsonian act was finally framed, and it seems very appropriate to try

to ascertain whose was the master mind which not onl}- prevailed in

finally ingrafting the development of the National Museum upon the

Smithsonian project, but which directly or indirectly led to the forma-

tion of the various features of organization which have become such

characteristic elements in the Smithsonian plan.

The controlling mind was evidently that of Joel R. Poinsett, of vSouth

Carolina, who was vSecretary of the Navy in 1840, and at whose house

the society was organized, by eight persons, among whom were, of course,

Mr. Poinsett, Colonel A])ert, Mr. Markoe, and Colonel Totteu. Mr.

Poinsett was .senior director, under the first plan of organization, and
occupied the chair at every meeting until, under the amended constitu-

tion, he was elected its first president in 1841. The amendment to the

constitution was doubtless made in order to retain his official leadership,

for he became director ex officio while Secretary of the Navy. With the
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close of Van Buren's Administration he became a private citizen, but the

constitution was amended before his retirement from the Cabinet, and

the position of presiding officer was never proffered to his successor.

AUhough, from this time on, absent from the city, he was retained in

the jDresidency and reelected in 1841, the vice-president of the society,

Colonel Peter Force, continually presiding in his absence.

Although the society elected its officers annually, Mr. Poinsett told

Mr. Adams soon after his election that he should for two years come to

Washington to preside over the National Institution for the Promotion

of Science. He was in fact reelected to the presidency at every annual

meeting until that of 1845, when, having declined candidacy, Senator

lycvi Woodbury was chosen president and Mr. Poinsett was unanimously

elected an honorary member of the Institution.

From this period the decline of the society's prosperity was marked.

It is more probable, however, that Mr. Poinsett's lack of interest was a

result of the weakness of the societ)^ than that the weakness resulted

from his lack of interest.

Perhaps, however, if Mr. Poinsett had been a resident of Washington

rather than of South Carolina during the four years of his presidency,

the result would have been different.

That Mr. Poinsett, as early as 1838, was thinking seriously about the

disposition of the Smithsonian bequest is evident from an entry in the

diary of John Quincy Adams, under date of December 8.^ Mr, Adams
was evidently suspicious, and believed that Mr. Poinsett did not give him
his entire confidence. In April, 1839, he talked to him again, and in

1 84 1 he wrote again in his diary: " April 14. Mr. Poinsett called upon
me and now fully disclosed his project, which is to place the investment

and disposal of the Smithsonian funds under the management of the

American Institution for the Promotion of Literature and Science.- . . .

He said he had at prCvSent no other occupation on hand, and would

be willing to devote two years entirely to organizing this establishment

and getting it into full operation. '

'

"I know not," continued the aged statesman, "that it could be

accomplished more effectively, and think I must acquiesce in this arrange-

ment and endeavor to carry it through."

Since the bills of Messrs. Linn and Preston had been alread)^ for two

months before the Senate, it seems strange that Mr. Adams should have

looked upon Mr. Poinsett's communication as a revelation—still more
•SO when it is remembered how clearly he had expressed himself in his

Discourse in January.

^

' Extracts from the Memoirs of John Ouincy Adams, Rhees, Documents, p. 769.

= Evidently meaning the National Institution.

3 Mr. Poinsett was not only the first to publicl}- suggest the union of the Smith-

sonian with the National Institution, but was constant in his advocacy of the project.

(See remarks, March 8, 1841, Proceedings of the National Institution, 2d Bull., p. 69,
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Poinsett, when elected to tlie presidenc}^ of the National Institution,

was a man sixty-two years of age, who had lived an eventful life, full of

opportunities for observing the institutions of Europe, Asia, and South

America. His culture was broad and sympathetic, and he was, perhai^s,

better fitted thau any of the public men of his time to appreciate the

necessity of organizing our public institutions on the most liberal and

comprehensive plan.

In his interviews wdtli those who advocated the establishment of an

observatory as the first result of the vSmithsonian legacy, he showed

full appreciation of the value of such an institution, but seems to have

kept before his own mind a much more comprehensive ideal.

Poinsett was the first to suggest the idea of a great national nuiseum

at the capital of the nation.

In his address upon The Objects and Importance of the National

Institution for the Promotion of vScience, delivered at the first anni-

versary meeting of the society, January 4, 1841, he advocated boldly the

formation of a national museum as one of the most important features

of a central establishment at the seat of Government, such as is main-

tained in every country in Europe for the advantage of those who culti-

vated the arts and sciences.

To one who reads this address it will become evident that it was

Poinsett wdio put in words the definition of the objects of the National

Institution—to promote science and the useful arts, and to establish a

national museum of natural history.

The following is an extract from this address:

The lovers of science, literature, and the fine arts, residing in the District, felt

sensibly the absence of those resources which are found elsewhere, and are necessary

for the attainment of knowledge. They were mortified to perceive that the great

advantages possessed by the public authorities at Washington were neglected, and

and letter, February 7, 1842, Idem., p. 157. ) Doctor Peter vS. Duponceau, president

of the American Philosophical Society, in a letter to the Institution in November,

J840, remarked: "Congress can not find a better opi)()rtunity to execute the will of

that beneficent testator than by laying hold of yoxxx institution, and making it its

own." (Idem., ist lUdl., p. 12.) The Hon. Virgil Maxcy, cliarg^ d'affaires at Bel-

gium, wrote in December, 1S40, that in his opinion no 1)etter use could be made of

the bequest than "to place it inider the direction of a Society organized for the

carrying into effect identical views with tho.se contemplated by the pliilanthrojncal

and philosophical testator." (Idem., p. 46.)

See in this connection letters from Richard Rush, on the Smithsonian bequest

Proceedings of the National Institution (2d Bull., 1842, ])p. 201-204) ; from Peter S.

Duponceau, on the Smithsonian bequest (Idem., 204-208) ; from Hon. Virgil Maxcy,
charg^ d'affaires of the United States to Belgium (ist Bulletin, pp. 46, 47);
Opening Address by John Tyler, President of the United States, patron of the

National Institute (3d Bulletin, pp. 437, 438) ; letter from the Hon. Levi Woodbury,
United States Senate (Idem., pp. 451-453); Smith.sonian bequest, by the Hon.
Richard Rush (Idem., pp. 455-460); address of Hon. Mr. Pre.ston, of the United

vStates Senate (Idem., ]x 236); letter of John Pickering, of Boston, September i,

1841 (2d Bull., pp. 107, 1 10).
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that, at the seat of Government of this great nation, there existed fewer means than

in any other city of the Union of prosecuting those studies, which, while they

impart dignity and enjoyment to existence, lead to the most useful practical results.

They believed it to be their duty to arouse the attention of Government to these

deficiencies, and, at all events, to address themselves to the task of supplying them,

as far as could be done by their individual and combined exertions. For these pur-

poses they have formed an association and applied themselves to collect specimens

of geology and mineralogy, and other objects of natural history, and, for the short

period of its existence, the efforts of the Institution have been eminently successful.

They have entered into correspondence with other learned societies, and have been

encouraged to proceed by their approbation, and profited by their generous coopera-

tion. They have invited the assistance of their fellow-citizens in the most distant

States and Territories, and hope, by their aid, to collect documents and facts illus-

trative of the early history of our country, specimens of its geology and of its min-

eral and vegetable productions, and, if not to preserve the animals and plants

themselves, which are passing away before the progress of settlement and cultiva-

tion, at least to perpetuate their forms, and the memory of their existence. They

hope to be able to illustrate these subjects and others connected with them by a

series of gratuitous lectures, and entertain a confident expectation that numbers,

whose duties compel them annually to assemble here, will view with interest collec-

tions of the natural productions of America, drawn from every State and Territory

in the Union, and, becoming sensible of their utility, will contribute on their return

to swell their amount, and to spread throughout the country a taste for literary and

scientific pursuits.

In another place in the discourses of Mr. Poinsett, we find avowals of

plans and ambitious aspirations for the future of the National Musetnn

which would satisfy the most ambitious of its supporters of to-day. He
spoke thus

:

Specimens of natural history are rapidly accumulating. The exploring expedition

has already sent home a large collection, which remains packed away in boxes in a

room belonging to the Philadelphia Museum, generously loaned by the company for

that purpose; and we may anticipate from the ability and well-known zeal of the

naturalists who accompanied it by order of Government that the sqiiadron itself,

shortly expected, will return richly freighted with objects of natural history. I can

not believe that after all the labor, pains, and expense incurred in procuring them,

these specimens are not to be brought to Washington, to be arranged and exhibited

here. A geological survey of the Territory of Iowa was made a few months since, by

order of the Government, and numerous valuable specimens collected by Mr. Owen.

Mr. Nicolet has brought with him interesting collections made in the country he

visited, and Doctor King, of Missouri, lately sent to the lead region on business con-

nected with the ordnance office, while there collected specimens of minerals which

are likewise destined for Washington. The ordnance officers who have lately returned

from Kurope, have brought with them numerous specimens of the iron ores used in

the foundries there, and measures have been taken to procure, as objects of compari-

son, those of the United States.

Several ilidividuals have transmitted donations to the Institution, while others have

deposited their collections with us, from a desire to have them preserved, and, at the

same time, to benefit science. We have reason to believe that this will be extensively

done as soon as the Institution is firmly established. There are many of oiu" country-

men who, like Sir Hans Sloane, the founder of the British Museum, look forward with

regret to the sale and dispersion of their collections, made at great cost and pains,

and desiring to have them preserved entire, would deposit them with an institution

which will be as stable as the Government that protects it.
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In every country in Europe, those who cultivate the arts and sciences enjoy the

advantage of finding in each capital a central establishment, such as we propose.

In London, the Royal Museum, which was commenced by the enlightened liber-

ality of an individual, and subsequently enriched by similar bequests, and now
liberally patronized by Government, possesses all that is necessary to protect and

encourage literature, science, and the arts.

The Society for the Promotion of Science and the Useful Arts in Dublin, having

an extensive nniseum of natural history, a botanic garden, and school of design,

fulfills effectually the objects of its institution, and justifies the very liberal patronage

of the British Government. There students in every branch of science find the means
of improvement, and .some of the most accomplished artists in England have been

instructed in this school.

In this country, we are best acquainted with the museum, botanical and zoological

gardens, and liberal course of instruction at the Jardin des Plafttes, in Paris, where
strangers resort, from every quarter of the world, to consult the collections and listen

to lectures, which are open to all who choose to attend them. These courses of lec-

tures are delivered by the ablest and most eloquent men in France, on every branch

of science. In the suunner botany is taught in a garden abounding in all the vege-

table productions of the world ; zoology in the midst of specimens of every known
animal, and other branches of natural history, with the advantage of extensive

collections, which are augmenting daily by an enlightened and active system of

exchanges ; chemistry and technology are illustrated by well-conducted experiments

and admirably adapted apparatus, and every branch of natural philosophy taught

with clearness and precision, and explained by the most ample means of illustration.

These lectures are attended by students who have completed their academic course,

and by men of science who seek to increase their knowledge.

There can be no doubt that a national institution, such as we contemplate, having

at its command an observatory, a museum containing collections of all the produc-

tions of nature, a botanic and zoological garden, and the necessary apparatus for

illustrating every branch of physical science, would attract together men of learning

and students from every part of our country, would open new avenues of intelligence

throughout the whole of its vast extent, and would contribute largely to disseminate

among the people the truths of nature and the light of science.

A fortunate concurrence of circumstances offers a favorable occasion to carry all these

important objects into immediate effect. A liberal and enlightened Englishman, fore-

seeing the benefits which would result to science throughout the world, by its success-

ful cultivation in the vast and extensive field offered by these vStates and Territories,

with enlarged views and praiseworthy philanthropy has bequeathed a fiind to be

employed for the sacred purposes of increasing and diffusing knowledge among
men. This bequest will enable the Government to afford all necessary protection to

the promotion of science and the useful arts, without the exercise of any doubtful

power, by the application of the annual interest of this fund to the establishment of

an observatory, the erection of suitable buildings to contain the collections, and for

lecture rooms, the purchase of books and instruments, antl the salaries of professors

and curators.

Poinsett's enthtisiasm was contag;ioiis, and his argtiments, based as

they evidently were upon careful observations and judicious rea.soning,

and in.spired by hopeful patriotism, brought him many sympathizers.

Among these the Hon. Levi Woodbury, who had been a member of the

same Cabinet with Mr. Poinsett, and sub.sequently was in the vSenate,

Senator W. C. Preston, one of the directors of the Institution, Senator R.

J. Walker, of Mississippi, Senator ly. F. lyiuu, of Missouri, corresponding
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members, appear to have been especially friendly to the plans of Mr. Poin-

sett, and on various occasions promoted the interests of the National

Institution on the floor of the Senate from 1841 to 1846.

In June, 1842, Mr. Poinsett was again in Washington, and on the nth
presided at a meeting at the home of Mr. Francis Markoe for the purpose

of connecting the organizations of the National Institution with that of

the Smithsonian Institution.

Mr. Preston [wrote John Quincy Adams] has introduced into the Senate a bill for

combining together these two institutions, and now stated to the meeting his views

on the .subject, embracing an appropriation of |;20,ooo, and the occupation by law of

a large portion of the Patent Office building for the preservation and arrangement

of the objects of curiosity collected by the exploring expedition under Lieutenant

Wilkes, now daily expected home ; and he called on me to say how far my purposes

may be concurrent with these suggestions.

I said I had the warmest disposition to favor them, and thought there was but one

difficulty in the way, which might perhaps be surmounted. I had believed that the

whole burden and the whole honor of the Smithsonian Institution should be exclu-

sively confined to itself, and not entangled or commingled with any national estab-

lishment requiring appropriations of public money. I exposed the principles upon
which all my movements relating to the vSmithsonian bequest have been founded, as

well as the bills which at four succes.sive Congresses I have reported, first for

obtaining the money, and then for disposing of the fund.

At the motion of Mr. Walker, of Mississippi, the president, Poinsett, was author-

ized to appoint a committee of five members of the Institute, to confer with Mr.

Preston and me upon the means of connecting the Smithsonian Institution with

the National Institute.

Nothing seems to have resulted from these deliberations.

On the 13th of June, at a stated meeting of the National Institution,

Senator Preston was present, and delivered, as the records inform us, "an

eloquent speech, in which he descanted at length on the history and labors

of the In.stitute, what it had done, and what it .proposed to do, its capac-

ity to be eminently useful to the country and Congress, the advantage of

uniting the Smith.sonian Institution with it, etc., and appealed to Con-

gress, and to the liberal citizens of the United States, to come forward in

aid of a glorious cause, and in accomplishment of the great national

objects which the Institute has in view.
' '

'

Senator Preston's bill for the union of the two institutions came to

naught.^

During this .session, however, the act to incorporate the National Insti-

tute, as it was henceforth to be called, passed in a much modified form,

and was approved July 27, 1842,^ and the society now seems to have felt

'Proceedings of the National Institute, 3d Bull., 1845, p. 236. A copy was

requested for jiublication (Idem., p. 241), but I can not learn that it was ever put

in type.

^ It was laid upon the table July 18, 1842, and never again taken up.

3 See Charter of Incorporation, Constitvition, and By-Laws in Appendix to this

report, and in Proceedings of the National Institute, 3d Bull., pp. 3SS-392. See also

"Bill to iucorporate the National Institution," etc., reported by Senator Preston
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much more secure in its project of retaiuing the control of the National

Museum, and either of training eventually the management of the Smith-

son fund or of obtaining an appropriation from Congress.

Senator Woodbury," in commenting upon the form of the charter,

remarked that

—

Care was taken originally to make the Institute different from all other chartered

bodies, even in this District, so as to elevate it above every motive of personal gain,

dedicating its labors exclusively to objects of a public character, and vesting all the

property possessed for this purpose in the Government itself ; and thus, by rendering

it national in substance, as well as name, to obviate any constitutional objection

which might arise against measures in its behalf.

The change of the name from Institution to Institute .seems to have

been made in deference to a stiggestion by Doctor Duponceau in a letter

written April, 1842, in which he said:

I have seen with great pleasure the bill brought into the vSenate by the Hon. Mr.

Preston. It fully coincides with the views that I have expressed. The object, in

my opinion, is, to preserve the .superiority of the National Institution over the Smith-

sonian, and that of the Government over both.

I would beg leave to sugge.st, whether it would not be advisable to make some
small alteration in the name of the National Institution, so that it should not bear

exactly the same name with the Smithsonian, but one expressive of some degree of

superiority. I would reconnnend, for instance, that of Institute, which appears to

me more dignified than that of institution, which is equally applicable to a school or

college as to a great national establishment for the promotion of science. My idea

would be to call the national establishment the "National Institute for the Promo-

tion of Science," and the subordinate one the "Smithsonian In.stitution," without

more.

No appropriation came, however, and the charter and changed name
failed to make the society more prcsperous.

At a meeting June 20,- 1842, a resoltition was passed appointing a com-

mittee to solicit private contributions of money and property.

At another meeting, August 8, 1842, a report- was made by this com-

mittee in which they proposed to in.stitute an annual scientific conven-

tion at Washington, during the session of Congress, and tmder the

(S. No. 258), February 17, 1841, in Rhees, Documents, pp. 239-341. See also Memorial

of the Officers of the National Institution for the Promotion of Science, Jamiary 21,

1842 (House Doc. No. 59, Twenty-seventh Congress, second session, II), .submitting

draft of a bill of incorporation.

'See remarks of Senator Woodburj- in full, Proceedings of the National Institute,

3d Bull.
, pp. 336, 337.

" Kvidently not June 13, thout^h so stated in one portion of minutes. See Pro-

ceedings of the National In.stitute, 3d Bull., pp. 236, 241, 335.

3The committee appointed to devi.se and execute .such measures as should be

deemed expedient to obtain contributions and other aid to the Institute would make
an informal report.

They propose making an appeal to the public, by disseminating an account of the

Institute, its past efforts, its condition, and its pro.spects, and an exhibition of the

many reasons why it .should be sustained and encouraged by the citizens of the

United States. In their judgment the best means of doing this will be the i)ublica-
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auspices of the Institution, and also recommended an extensive sj'stem

of exchange of specimens for the benefit of the museum.
At the meeting of September 12, 1842, Mr. Poinsett, the president,

proposed a series of resohitions ' intended to put the recommendation of

the report into effect.

All of these resolutions and reports were issued in the form of circulars

(October 15, 1842, and February 24, 1843), but the appeals "to the lib-

erality and public spirit of our countrymen" were without avail.

Consequently a special meeting of the board of management was held

December 23, 1843, at the office of the Secretary of State. That the

society was regarded at that time as one of national importance is shown

by the presence at the meeting of Mr. Upshur, the Secretary of State,

who took an active part in the proceedings; the Hon. John Quincy

Adams, who presided; Senator I^evi Woodbury, late Secretary of the

Treasury, who agreed to represent the meeting in Congress; the Hon.

J. R. Ingersoll, who acted as secretary, and who wrote out in his pream-

ble to the minutes of the meeting a forcible statement of the needs of the

society; the Hon. C. J. Ingersoll, Senator R. J. Walker, besides Colonel

Peter Force, Colonel Abert, Colonel Totten, Lieutenant Maury, and the

officers of the society.

The issue of this meeting was the decision
'

' to memorialize Congress

on the subject of the condition and wants of the Institute."

tion of the remarks addressed to the Institute by the Hon. Mr. Preston, Senator from

South Carolina, on the evening of the 13th of June last.

They also propose to address circulars to prominent individuals in the different

States, inviting their cooperation, particularly in receiving and transmitting con-

tributions.

They recommend that the Institute authorize the president and secretaries to

sanction their circulars l)y their official signatures.

They propose that a meeting of the learned men of our country, distinguished for

their attainments in the different sciences, particularly in those termed phj-sical,

should be held annually at the seat of the General Government, at some early period

of the session of Congress, under the auspices of the Institute, to communicate the

results of their inquiries, to compare their observations, and to promote the general

interests of science. It has seemed to the committee that this Institute affords an

opportunity, v^^hich ought not to be neglected, of concentrating the genius and
learning of our country at a common center, from which the beatns of intelligence

will radiate to gladden and bless the land.

They recommend that, in addition to the powers already conferred, the committee

be authorized to make arrangements for such a meeting, at a day as early as may ho.

found i)racticable, and to invite the attendance of those who may desire to partici-

pate in its proceedings.

They think that a .system of exchanges of mineral and geological specimens, and

perhaps of other articles, with the private and public collections in different parts of

the Union, may be established with reciprocal advantage ; and that the museum of

this Institute may, by these and other means, be enabled in time to exhibit the

various treasures of our different soils ; and they would suggest the appointment of

a committee to whom this subject should be given specially in charge. (Proceed-

ings of the National Institute, 3(1 Bull., p. 335.)
' Proceedings of the National Institute, 3(1 Hull., p. 336.
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The ineinorial was presented in clue course of time, and in June, 1S44,

Senator Choate presented a report upon the character and uses of the

Institute, recommending that its property should be vested in the United

vStates and an appropriation made for its benefit.

I have not been able to find a copy of this memorial, but since it was
evidently prepared by Mr. J. R. IngersoU' it is safe to assume that the

grounds for asking aid were essentially those named in his "preamble"
read to the society December 28, 1843."

In the meantime, on the occasion of the first annual meeting of the

National Institute (under its new name and in its capacity as a corpora-

tion), in April, 1844, the meeting of the friends of science, including,

besides all the members and patrons of the National Institute, the mem-
bers of the American Philosophical vSociety and of the Association of

American Geologists and Naturalists (the predecessor of the American

Association for the Advancement of Science), had been held in Wash-
ington. The occasion was a brilliantl}^ successful one. The President

of the United States presided at the first meeting and some prominent

public men at each of the others.

The National Institute received its full share of encomium. President

Tyler lauded it highly, held out the hope that the Government would
"continue to it a fostering care," and expressed in a general wa}- the

hope that it should be identified with the future National Museum and

the future Smithsonian Institution.

"Where can the Government find," said he, "a safer depository for

the fruits of its expeditions, fitted out to explore distant and unknown
regions, than the National Institute? What can it better do for the
' increase and diffusion of knowledge among men ' than by patronizing

and sustaining this magnificent undertaking?"

vScnator Walker, of Mississippi, one of the directors of the Institute,

delivered a very appreciative introductory address on the present con-

dition and history of American science, ending with an appeal to scien-

tific men to come forward and unite with the people in sustaining and

advancing the National Institute.

vSenator Woodbury, in a letter to the secretary of the Institution,

expressed himself strongly in favor of making the .society the agent of

the Government in the matter of caring for collections, patents, and

copyrights, and also in the execution of the vSmithson trust.

John Quiucy Adams closed his address in these words:

I avail myself of this occasion to express my regret that, having taken an lunnble

part in the establishment of this Institution from its first foundation, under the

auspices of Mr. Poinsett, I have been able to contribute so little to its promotion

'At the meeting of May, 1844, the Hon. Joseph R. Ingersoll offered remarks upon
the pecuniary embarrassments of the Institute, and expressed a hope that Congress

would furnish the required aid. ( Proceedings of the National Institute, 3(1 lUill.,

P- 359-

)

^Proceedings of the National Inslitutt-, 3d Bull., p. 332.
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and advantage, and to add my heartfelt satisfaction at the prosperity which, by the
untiring exertions and fervid zeal of its executive officers, it has attained. I believe

it eminently deserving of the fostering care and liberal patronage of the Congress of

the United States, and could anticipate no happier close to my public life than to

contribute, by my voice and by my vote, to record the sanction of the nation's

munificence to sustain the National Institute devoted to the cause of science.

The Hon. Richard Rush, in a paper on The Smithsonian Bequest,

submitted to this meeting, urged that the Smithsonian fund should l^e

"engrafted upon the National Institute," and submitted an elaborate

argument in favor of his proposal.

It was a gala week for the National Institution. The meeting was in

every respect a success, and there was every reason to believe that Con-

gress would share in the general enthusiasm and take the society under

its patronage.

In the circular of invitation dated March 5, 1844, the objects of the

meeting as a means of strengthening the position of the society had been

boldly stated, and the committee did not hesitate to say that "should

the meeting prove as successful as the hopes of the managers in relation

to it are ardent, they will expect, hereafter to welcome all who may visit

the Association, in apartments peculiar to itself, stored with the ol)jects

of its honest pride and worthy of the distinguished visitors.
'

'

Such a paper signed by such influential names as those of John C.

Spencer, Secretary of the Treasury, R. J. Walker, W. C. Rives, Rufus

Choate, of the Senate, J. R, Ingersoll and W. C. Preston, of the House of

Representatives, A. D. Bache, vSuperintendent of the Coast Survey, and

Abbot L,awrence, of Boston, was surely a powerful campaign document.

None the less weighty was the
'

' Memorial of the Friends of Science

who attended the April meeting of the National Institute," signed by

nearly forty representative scientific men and college presidents from all

parts of the United vStates, .speaking in terms of high commendation of

the National Institute, and particularly of the extent and value of its

museum material, and expressing the hope "that the enlightened and

intelligent members of Congress will distinguish the present session by

the necessary appropriation of funds to an object so truly national and

.so truly republican."

This indorsement of the museum work of the Institute is very cordial

and comprehensive, and very significant; is indicative of a decided growth

in pitblic opinion in regard to museums—a growth largely due in the first

instance to the suggestions and later to the fostering care of Mr. Poinsett

and his society, the National Institute.

The hopes of the promoters of the Institute were doomed to disappoint-

ment. Congress adjourned without making an>' provision for its needs.

On the 1 2th of July a new scheme was proposed for collecting money

from private sources l)y the efforts of trustworthy agents, and in December

a committee was appointed to again memorialize Congress.

'

'Proceedings of the National Institute, 3d Bull., p. 375.
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The nioveiiiciit had received its deathljlow, however. The faihire of

the tretneiidous effort of April, 1844, dislieartencd all its friends. At the

next annnal meeting- Mr. Poinsett declined reelection to tlie presidency.

The societ3''s publications were discontinued, and even the annual address

of Senator W'oodbur}-, solicited for publication by the society, seems to

have remained in manuscript un])rinted.

No more meetings were held, no more bulletins printed, the magnifi-

cent list of 350 resident and 1,250 corresponding memljers began to grow
.shorter. An effort was made to revive it in 1.S47, and a meager report

was made once afterward by the corresponding secretary. In 1855 it was
brought into existence for a time as a local scientific .society, and issued

a new series of proceedings.' Its glory departed, however, with the first

annual meeting in 1844, and the attention of Congress was directed toward

the organization of the vSmithsoniaii Institution.

The influence of the National In.stitute upon the liistor}' of .science in

the United States, and particularly in educating public opinion and the

judgment of Congress to an application of the proper means of disposing

of the Smithsonian legacy, can not well be overestimated.

If the Smithsonian had been organized before the National Institute

had exerted its influences, it would have been a school, an ob.servatory,

or an agricultural experiment .station.

In 1846, however, the countr}- was prepared to expect it to l)e a general

agency for the advancement of .scientific interests of all kind.s—as catho-

lic, as unselfish, as universal as the National Institute.

The National Institute, after nearl}' five years of activity, suddenly

ceased to be a center of i)ublic interest. The struggle over the Smith-

.sonian be(|uest, however, still continued. During the Twent3'-.seventli

Congress, 1841-1843, the vSenate did nothing. The Hou.se of Represent-

atives appointed a .select committee on the subject, and Mr. Adams as

its chairman reported a new bill, providing still more thorouglil>- for

the erection of an observatory and the publication of a nautical almanac

to be called the Smithsonian Almanac. Petitions continued to come
in, some urging action and asking for the establishment of prizes for

scientific essays, another for the establishment of an agricultural school

and farm in the District of Columbia. The National Institute had

perhaps fallen somewhat into disfavor with Congress—or, it may be, had

become so prominent as to awaken feelings of opposition.

The Twenty-eighth Congress (1843-1845) brought their deliberations

more nearly to an issue.

The a.stronomical observatory bill (H. R. 418, Twenty-eighth Congress)

was again presented by Mr.« Adams, but not acted upon. In the vSenate,

both in the first and .second .sessions, a bill for the Smithsonian Institu-

' Profes.sor Henry was for a time an officer [vice president], and endeavored to have
its name changed to Metropolitan Institute.
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tioii was reported, June 6, 1844, by the Committee on the Library, through

Senator Tappan , which , before it was finally brought to a vote , was brought

into a form somewhat resembling that which finally was adopted. It pro-

vided, however, for the appointment of various professors and lecturers

for a school of agricultural and mechanical arts, as well as for experimental

gardens, a library of science and economics, and a museum.

The museum clause of this bill was much the same as that finally agreed

to, and contained a provision that the natural-history objects and geolog-

ical and mineralogical specimens belonging to the United States,
'

' in

whosesoever custody the vSame maybe," should be transferred to the

custody of the board of managers of the Smithsonian Institution.

This was evidently worded with the purpose of withdrawing from the

possession of the National Institution the various collections, including

those which had belonged to Smithson, which had fallen into the hands

of that society between 1840 and 1845. Indeed, the National Institution

seems to have already become the object of some distrust and prejudice.

A proposition that two of the seven
'

' managers '

' not ex-ofiicio members

of the board should be selected from the membership of the National Insti-

tution caused a vigorous debate in the Senate, in the course of which at

least two Senators objected strongly to placing the administration of the

Smithsonian Institution, even to so slight a degree as this, in the hands

of a private corporation.

The act finally passed the Senate, but was not acted on by the House.

In connection with Mr. Tappan 's bill, in January, 1845, Senator Choate,

of MassachUvSetts, first appeared in advocacy of the establishment of a

great library, and delivered his famous oration upon the influence of

books. The amendment at that time proposed, together with the amend-

ments urged by Mr. George P. Marsh, in connection with the Owen-Hough
bill, brought forward in the following session, had a great influence upon

the final adjustment of the plan of administration.'

To the Twenty-ninth Congress ( 1 845-1 847) belongs the honor of finally

formulating the act of incorporation by which the Smithsonian Institution

was established.

This was done through Robert Dale Owen, of Indiana, who reported

the bill nearly in its final form. John Quincy Adams was a member of

the .select committee to whom it was referred, together with Mr. Owen,

chairman, Mr. Jenkins, Mr. George P. Marsh, Mr. Alexander D. Sims,

Mr. Jefferson Davis, and Mr. Wilniot.

Mr. Adams was now for the first time willing to omit his advocacy of

a Smithsonian Astronomical Observatory, the Naval Observatory having

now been organized, and being, as Mr. Owen remarked, '

' at least equal

in everything but the experience of its observers to the Royal Observa-

tory at Greenwich."

It is not my purpose to describe the growth of the Smithsonian plan

'See report of Hon. James Meacham, 1854, pp. 10-12.
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of orc^anization, except in its bearings upon the development of the

museum idea.

In the bill proposed by Robert Dale Owen in 1846 the National Insti-

tute was recognized to the extent of placing two of its members on the

Board of Managers, an arrangement which was continued in the Board of

Regents in the Hough bill which finally passed.

An amendment to the Owen bill, proposed by Joseph R. Ingersoll,

and passed, and which, had it not been superseded in the Hough l)ill,

would have given the National Institute a strong and perhaps permanent

hold upon the national collections, read as follows

:

Sec 5. Afid be it further enacted. That, in proportion as suita1)lc arrangements
can be made for their reception, all objects of art and of foreign and cm-ious research,

and all objects of natural history, plants, and geological and niineralogical specimens
belonging or hereafter to belong to the United States, which may be in the city of

Washington, in -whosesoever custody the same may be, shall be delivered to such
persons as may be authorized by the Board of Managers to receive them, and shall

be arranged in such order, and so classed, as best to facilitate the examination and
study of them, in the buildings so as aforesaid to be erected for the institution; and
the managers of said institution shall afterwards, as new specimens in natural history,

geology, or mineralogy may be obtained for the museum of the institution, by
exchanges of duplicate specimens belonging to the institution (which they are

hereby authorized to make), or by donation, which they may receive, or otherwise,

cause such new specimens to be also appropriately classed and arranged. And the

minerals, books, manuscripts, and other property of James Smithson, which have
been received by the Government of the United States, and are now placed in the

Department of State, shall be removed to said institution, and shall be preserved

separate and apart from the other property of the institution.

Sec 6. And be it fuHlier enacted, That the managers of said institution shall

appoint a Superintendent, whose duty it shall be to take charge of the groinid,

buildings, and property belonging to the institution, and carefully preserve the same
from injury; and such Superintendent shall be the Secretary of the Board of ]\Ian-

agers, and shall, under their direction, make a fair and accurate record of all their

proceedings, to "be preserved in said institution; and the said Superintendent shall

also discharge the duties of librarian and of keeper of the nmseum, and may, with
the consent of the Board of Managers, emplc^y assistants; and the said managers
.shall appoint a professor of agriculture, horticulture, and rural econonn-; and the

said profes.sor may hire, from time to time, so :nany gardeners, practical agriculturists,

and laborers as may be necessary to cultivate the ground and maintain a botanical

garden; and he shall make, under the supervi-sion of the board of management, such
experiments as may be of general utility throughout the United States, to determine

the utility and advantage of new modes and instruments of culture, to determine

whether new fruits, plants, and vegetables may be cultivated to advantage in the

United vStates; and the said officers shall receive for their services .such sum as may
be allowed by the Board of Managers, to be paid semiannually on the first da}- of

January and July; and the .said officers, and all other officers of the in.stitution, shall

be removable b}' the Board of Managers, whenever, in their judgment, the interests

of the institution require any of the said officers to be changed.

In the Hough bill there was an attempt of another kind to weld

together the fate of the Sraith.sonian Museum and the National Cabinet

of Curiosities, by giving to the Board of Regents the authority to erect

a building by the side of the Patent Office, so as to form a wing of that
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structure, and to connect it with the hall then containing the National

Cabinet, so as to constitute that hall in whole or in part the depository

of the cabinet of the institution.

This was discretionary, however, with the Regents, who fortunately

did not look upon the plan with favor.

Reference has been made to the marked similarity between the plans

of organization of the National and Smithsonian institutions. In addi-

tion to the feature of museum custody, which has already been discussed,

there were others no less significant.

The National Institution, like the Smithsonian Institution, had a

superior board of officers, composed of the President of the United States

and the members of his Cabinet. It had also a board of directors, which

included in its membership delegates from the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives, corresponding in function to the Smithsonian Board of

Regents. In other respects, still more markedly than in the constitution

of its governing board, the Smithsonian seems to have been organized

with the plan of the National Institution in view. The objects, as defined

in the Congressional act of establishment (sections 5 and 6), correspond

very closely to those announced in the early publications of the National

Institution.

The Institution at its foundation divided its members into eight classes,

as follows:

I. Astronomy, Geography, and Natural Philosophy;

II. Natural History;

III. Geology and Mineralogy;

IV. Chemistry;

V. The Application of Science to the Useful Arts;

VI. Agriculture;

VII. American History and Antiquities;

VIII. Literature and Fine Arts;

and in all these clas.ses, except the fourth, made plans for the collection

of museum material. Ethnography was grouped by Mr. Poinsett with

geography, with which he states that it is "intimately connected, and

indeed forming a part of it until it was lately erected into a separate

science.
'

'

It is worthy of remark that the term '

' manager, '"to designate a

member of the governing board, was employed in every bill, except in

^The term regent was undoubtedly suggested by the organization of the University

of the State of New York, a term peculiar to Mr. Hough, the mover of the substi-

tute, who was a Representative from that State and who in all probability had been

one of the board of regents of that university.

The Hon. W. J. Hough was the first Secretary of the Institution. Having been

elected to that office September 7, 1846, he served until the election of Professor

Henry, on December 3. Mr. B. B. French was elected assistant secretary, and

appears to have served until the election of C. C. Jewett, and at a meeting of the

board in December submitted a report for the Secretary.
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the substitute which was proposed only a few hours before the final

action, and that when the election of the first Secretary was held, Francis

Markoe, jr., who had been for six years Secretary of the National Insti-

tution and was more than anj-one else perhaps identified with its inter-

ests, received four votes against seven cast for Professor Henry. Doctor

Charles Pickering-, the Curator of the National Institution, also received

one vote.

The term '

' curator,
'

' as applied to an officer in charge of the national

collections, then came into use for the first time.

THE NATIONAL CABINET OF CURIOSITIES.

The formation of a
'

' national nuiseum
'

' was one of the professed

objects of Poinsett and his associates in the National Institution, ])ut it

does not appear that they ever dignified with that name their collections,

which were usually niodestl}' referred to as constituting the "cabinet'"

of the Institution, both in the constitution and in the proceedings of the

society.

In the Hough bill for the organization of tlie vSmithsonian Institution

in 1846, the collection in the Patent Office was officially designated as the

National Cabinet of Curiosities, a name which, though never in general

use, is very appropriate and convenient for use in designating t le assem-

blage of miscellaneous objects for a time exhi1)ited in the Patent Office

building.

From 1847 to 1851, however, there was no use of the term National

Museum, the collections of natural history which were accunuilaling

under the care of Professor Baird constituting for the time being the
" Museum of the Smithsonian Institution."

The National Cabinet of Curiosities, carrying with it a certain official

atmosphere, as w^ell as an annual appropriation, was, however, one of the

parents of the greater establishment yoS. to come. Of its marriage with

the Smithsonian Museum, the National Museum of the United States was
the offspring.

The Smithsonian cabinet of minerals and meteorites was, as we have

seen, the first scientific collection which belonged to the United vStates,

coming into the custody of Mr. Rush in June, 1838.

'In 1790 a law was passed by Congress "to promote the progress of science and
the useful arts by securing for limited limes to authors and inventors the exchisive

right to their respective writings and discoveries." [Sec. viii, par. viii.]

In this was gathered a collection of models, which was sometimes bv courtesy

called " The American Museum of Arts," but which had no title to the name either

by law or by courtesy. This was destroyed by fire December 15, 1836.

In "An act to promote the progress of the useful arts, etc.," approved July 4, 1836,

provision was made for the preservation and displa}^, under the charge of the Com-
missioner of Patents, not only of models, but of "specimens of compositions and of

fabrics and other manufactures and works of art." [Sec. XX.]

NAT MUS 97, PT 2 8
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Of all the expeditions sent out by the Government, none previous to

the Wilkes exploring expedition, sent out in 1838, was instructed to

bring back collections of natural history.

In the earliest days of our Republic the cabinet of the American Philo-

sophical Society of Philadelphia was doubtless the official museum, and

this was enriched by the efforts of the only naturalist President, Thomas

Jefferson.

The first exploring expedition, that of Lewis and Clarke in 1803, was

sent out by Jefferson, who twentj'-three years before, in 1780, began to

agitate the question of exploring the unknown West, and who at that

time offered to raise 1,000 guineas for the purpose from private sources.

Lewis and Clarke returned in 1806, bringing with them some valuable

scientific material, zoological and ethnological. Some of the animals

appear to have found their way to Peale's Philadelphia Museum. God-

man in his American Natural History mentions a sable which had been

obtained from this source and was to be seen there in 1823. I have

been told that within a few years Indian garments and weapons brought

back by this party were to be seen in St. Louis. Pike's expedition, in

1805, the second of the exploring enterprises, yielded little in the way of

scientific material. Whatever there was went undoubtedly to the Phila-

delphia Museum, and in 1808 there were still on exhibition at that place

two grizzly bears, which as cubs had been brought by Major Pike from

the region of the Rio del Norte and presented by him to President Jeffer-

son, who gave them to Mr. Peale for his museum. Other specimens

appear to have found shelter in the University of Virginia, where two

sets of antlers brought back by Captain Lewis are still preserved.

In 1820 a third expedition was sent by the General Government to

explore the Northwestern Territory, especially the region around the

Great Lakes and the sources of the Mississippi. This was under charge

of General Lewis Cass, at that time governor of Michigan Territory.

Henry R. Schoolcraft accompanied this expedition as mineralogist, and

Captain D. B. Douglass, United States Army, as topographical engineer,

and both of these sent home considerable collections reported upon by

the specialists of the day, most of whom were at that time concentrated

in Philadelphia.

The fourth and fifth expeditions were those under Major Long, in the

far West; the first, or Rocky Mountain, exploration in 1819-20; the

.second, to the sources of the St. Peter's in 1823. In the first expedition

Major Long was accompanied by Edwin James as botanist and geologist,

who also wrote the narrative published in 1823. The second expedition

was accompanied by William H. Keating, professor of mineralogy and
chemistry in the University of Pennsylvania, who was its geologist and
historiographer. Say was the zoologist of both explorations, and the

results of his labors went to the Philadelphia Museum.
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The sixth Government expedition was that by G. \V. Featherston-

haugh, in 1834-35, to explore the geology of the elevated conntry

beween the Missouri and Red rivers and the Wisconsin Territories. I

have found no record of the disposition of his collections, but it is not

improbable that he may have carried them with him to England.

The seventh expedition was that under Lieutenant Wilkes, already

referred to as having been sent out in 1838, under the direction of Presi-

dent Van Buren, who seems to have intrusted the plans very largely to

Mr. Poinsett, who was the first to urge the formation of a national

museum, and to whom was doubtless due the insertion of the clause

instructing the officers to preserve and bring back collections in natural

hi.story, a precaution which might easily have been overlooked, since the

expedition was organized professedly in the interests of the American

wdiale fishery.

It was, perhaps, the fact that there was no suitable depository fcjr

collections at the seat of Government that stimulated Mr. Poinsett to

immediate action in 1840, when he founded the National Institution, the

arrival of these collections from the Pacific being at that time expected.

The purpose of Mr. Poinsett's efforts is shown clearly in his first anni-

versary address:

There are man}' of our countrymen [says he] who, like Sir Hans Sloane, the

founder of the British Museum, look forward with regret to the sale and dispersion

of their collections, and desiring to have them preserved entire, would deposit them
with an institution which will be as stable as the Government that protects it. For

these purposes, and especiall}- if it [the National Institution] be intrusted, as we
hope it will be, with the specimens of natural history collected b}' the exploring

squadron, it will be necessary that measures should be early adoi)ted to have erected

on a suitable site a plain, fireproof building, where the increasing and valuable collec-

tions may be displayed, and be examined by the scientific inquirer. We cherish the

hope that they will form the foundation of a National Museum, and contribute to

spread the light of science over our land.

The exploring expedition [he continued] has already sent home a large collec-

tion, which remains packed away in boxes in a room l)elonging to the Philadelphia

Museum, generously loaned by the company for that purpose; and we may antici-

pate from the ability and well-known zeal of the naturalists who accompanied it,

that the squadron itself, shortly expected, will return richly freighted with objects

of natural history. I can not believe that, after all the labor, pains, and expense
incurred in procuring them, these specimens are not to be brought to Washington
to be arranged and exhibited here." '

Mr. Poinsett was at this time still Secretary of War, and had the

power to effect at least the beginning of what he desired to see done,

and one of his last official acts was to persuade his colleague, James K.
Paulding, the Secretary of the Navy, to order these collections forwarded

from Philadelphia.

In February the Institution was informed "that about one hundred
and fifty boxes, the results, as far as have been received, of the Kxplor-

' Discourse on the Objects and Importance of the National Institution, 1841, p. 50.
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ing Squadron's exertions, containing a variety of interesting objects of

Natural History, and destined for the cabinet of the Institution, have

been shipped at Philadelphia, and are expected as soon as the navigation

opens.
' '

'

Here, again, Mr. Poinsett's prompt action told in the interest of the

future national museum. If he had waited till the navigation opened

he would have been obliged to treat with the Secretary of the Navy.

The entirely unorganized condition of affairs in Washington and the

lack of experience in museum administration is shown by the fact that

Mr.W. McGuigan, curator of the Philadelphia Museum Companj^, thought

it necessary to write the following amusing cautionary letter, which was
printed in the bulletin of the Institution:

It would be unadvisable to break open the cases containing the articles collected

by the South Sea Exploring Expedition, until such period as they are intended to be

prepared for exhibition. The immense quantity of arsenic, and corrosive sublimate

necessary for their preservation requires imperatively that very great caution should

be observed, and that the handling and arrangements should be under either the

immediate inspection or personal attention of one fully adequate to all the details

connected with this subject.

In the hands of inexperienced persons death might be the result.

W. McGuiGAN.
PHii:.Ar)Ei,PHiA, February 6, 1S41.

Still another step was taken on March 3, 1841, the day before the final

adjournment, which I am also disposed to attribute to the forethought

and interest of Mr. Poinsett, which was the appropriation by Congress

of $5,000 "for defraying the expenses of transporting to the city of

Washington and of arranging the collections made by the exploring

expedition. '

'

The committee, consisting of Colonel Abert, Mr. Markoe, Mr. Dayton,

and Doctor King, appointed under a resolution passed at the stated meet-

ing of the National Institution on the 13th December, 1 841, which is

in the following words :

Resolved, That a committee of four members be appointed by the Chair to

examine the subject of Exchanges, to propose a plan for that purpose, and to report

fully thereon to the Institution for its further consideration and action, beg leave, in

pursuance of the directions of the jsaid resolution, to report

—

That the duty devolved on the committee b}' the resolution, is. First, to examine the

svibject of exchanges; second, to propose a plan of exchanges; and, third, to report

thereon to the Institution. In reference to the first point, viz : "the examination of

the subject," the committee state that they have examined the subject, and that the

result has been a full conviction of mind that a system of exchanges is of very great

importance in the accomplishment of one of the primary objects for which the

National Institution has been declared to be formed, viz: " the establishment of a

national museum of natural history," etc. Exchanges enter essentially into the

plan of every society constituted as the National Institution, and having like objects

in view ; and no occasion has been omitted to acquaint societies and individuals,

whose correspondence has been sought by or offered to the National Institution, that

' Proceedings of the National Institution, ist Bull., p. 48.
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a systL'in of general exchanges would be entered upon as soon as the Institution

should be able to mature a plan for that purpose. Under this assurance, and inde-

pendentl}' of it also, it should be added, vahiable collections of various kinds have

already been received by the Institution, which is thus already placed in a position

which makes it incumbent on us to redeem the pledge that has been given. The
committee consider it superfluous to dwell upon the advantages of exchanges ; but

they wish the members to know that for this object they have already in hands the

most abundant materials—materials which are increasing and will continue to

increase every day. These materials consist of contributions made by members, b)^

individuals who are not members, by societies and institutions at home and abroad,

and by foreign govennnents, as well as of those accessions that have been made by

the Exploring Expedition, which has already sent home an inexliaustible quantity

and variety of duplicates. It is well known to the Institution that the collections

received from all these sources are equally and absolutel}- the property of the Gov-

ernment, and that therefore the permission of the Government is indispensable to

enable the Institution to part with the duplicates derived from all these sources.

This permission, it is believed, will be cheerfully accorded. .'\t the same time the

committee, for obvious reasons, do not think it proper to ask the Government to

allow the Institution to part with any of the duplicates of the Exploring Expedition,

until the squadron, shall have returned.

In reference to the second point, viz ; a plan of exchanges, the connnittee do not

feel called upon or competent to enter into details. These nuist be left in a good
degree to thosewhom the Institution may see fit to charge with the execution of the

plan, in which of course they will be governed by the practice of other institutions,

and by such regulations as it may become expedient to adopt from time to time to

suit our own convenience and peculiar circumstances. Here, however, on the

threshold of the plan which the committee mean to propose, thej' regard it of con-

sequence to suggest for the sanction of the Institution, that in exchanges of all kinds,

the natural productions of our country shall first and always have a decided prefer-

ence. A great and leading design of the National Institution is to explore and
develop our own resoi;rces, and to study and describe the natural histor}' of the

United States. To this end our exertions must principally be directed. It should

be the pride of all connected with or interested in a Naiioual Institution to see every

State in the Union fully represented in a National Cabinet, established at the seat of

Government. This method, while it recommends itself to us and our interests, is

calculated to extend benefits and encouragement to the societies and naturalists of

our own country, who will thus have a central depository, from which they may
enlarge and vary their own collections; and thus, also, in due time, the duplicates

of the Exploring Expedition may, with the greatest advantage, be difTused through-

out the land, thereby fulfilling, in the amplest manner, the intentions of those who
projected, and justifying the liberality of the Government which sanctioned that

noble project.

With these preliminary remarks, and under the restrictions which are embraced in

them, the committee recommend

—

First. That a system of exchanges be entered upon without delay.

Second. That the Curator and assistants be directed, for this purpose, to separate

air duplicates, except those from the Exploring Ivxpedition; and that they select and
label such specimens as are to be sent to indiviiluals or societies.

Third. That the first step taken be to di.scharge the obligations of exchange
already incurred bj^ the Institution.

F'ourth. That a committee be appointed, to whom the Curator shall submit all sets

of specimens thus set aside for any given exchanges, who shall decide upon the

equivalency, before said specimens shall be boxed up and sent off.
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P'ifth. That in all cases of difficulty which may arise, reference must be made to the

President or Vice-President of the Institution for decision, who will, if they conceive

it necessary, submit the question to the Institution.

Sixth. That a book be kept by the Curator, subject at all times to the inspection of

the committee, in which must be noted the contents of each box or package ; lists of

the articles for which they are the equivalents ; the name and place of the society or

individual to whom one set is to be sent, and from whom the other has been received.

In what the committee have now submitted, they conceive that they have done all

that it was possible or necessary to do at present, in reference to the third point of the

resolution, viz : "reporting fully on the subject ;
" although they are perfectly sensi-

ble that in their report they have presented the subject in the most general manner,

believing that experience and practice alone will enable the Institution gradually to

settle upon a complete system. The committee beg leave to add, that the present

report is not to be regarded as final, but that it is submitted, with all due deference

to the Institution, to use the concluding words of the resolution, "for its further

consideration and action."

Shortly after this, on March 8, in order to provide for the reception

of these collections, Doctor Henry King ' was elected curator of the

National Instittition, the first in Washington to bear an official title

which has since been the designation of a goodly number of worthy

workers in science.

The curator, although an elective officer of the Institution, received

his pay from the Congressional appropriation already referred to, an

arrangement not unlike that which prevails to this day in the National

Mitseum, where the officers, chosen by the Smithsonian Institution, are

paid by the General Government.

The collections arrived some time in March, and in response to its

request Mr. Badger, the newly made Secretary of the Navy, placed them

under the care of the National Instittition, and in April, as we learn

from the unpublished letters of the curator, the taxidermists were

preparing about fifteen bird skins a day, a rate of speed which quite

explains the atrocious condition of the preparations which have come

down to us from those days of the infancy of the National Museum.
In May additional collections, brought by the ship Suzanne to New
York and thence transshipped by the schooner Palestine, were received

in Washington.

A new danger now threatened the integrity of the collections, which

was that the curator found many of the boxes "marked in such a

' Henry King, M. D. , was a geologist and mining expert who had been a resident

of Missouri, who had lately been employed in an exploration of the lead mines of

the West, and who at this time was employed by the War Department in Washing-

ton. He was the author of a manual of Directions for making Collections in Natu-

ral History, published in 1840 by the Institution, the first part of a long series of

pamphlets of scientific instructors, printed. at the capital. [1840. King, Henrj'.

Directions for making Collections in Natural History. Prepared for the National

Institution for the Promotion of Science ; by H. King, M. D. Washington. Printed

l)y Gales & Seaton. 1840. 8vo., pp. 1-24.]

Doctor King was elected curator March 8, 1841, and held the office until September

12, 1842, when he was succeeded by Doctor Charles Pickering.
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manner as to indicate that they belong to and are claimed by private

persons," these constituting a large part of the whole.

Here, again, Mr. Poinsett had foreseen and provided against the

danger, having instructed the curator, on a previous occasion, to pay no
attention to private marks on collections received from a Government
expedition.

The question was submitted to the vSecretary of the Navy, who at once

replied that, in his opinion, "all specimens collected by officers attached

to the expedition belonged solely to the United vStates.
'

'

In April, 1841, the collections and library of the Institution were

installed in the new Patent Office building, where they remained until

removed to the Smithsonian, in 1857.

Extensive plans were made for a system of international exchange,

and a committee formulated the policy of the society in an elaborate

report.

Another Government collection soon came in consisting of the min-

erals and geological specimens gathered by David Dale Owen, during his

survey under the direction of the United States General Land Office,

also a collection of
'

' Indian portraits and curiosities,
'

' transferred by

the vSecretary of War, and the Smithson cabinet, books and minerals,

deposited by the Secretary of the Treasury, and a bill was passed by

Congress, less important by reason of the appropriation of $500, which

it makes, than from the fact that it justifies the Secretaries of War
and of the Navy in transferring collections in their possession to the

Instittition.

On the I St of January, 1842, a letter was written by a committee of

the National Institution to the Secretaries of War and the Navy.

In February, 1842, another important paper was presented to the

Institution by the same committee—important as marking the beginning

of the system of exchanges and distribution of duplicates which had for

nearly fort>' years been so important a feature of the work of the

National Institution.'

With the exception of the papers already alluded to, which had refer-

ence to the relation of the society to the Government and to the Smith-

sonian bequest, the bulletin of proceedings from this time on contained

little more than the record of the receipt of donations of specimens and

of letters asking information or proffering advice. The society retained

the control of the exploring expedition collections, and in June, 1842,

Ivieutenant Wilkes having returned to Washington, he, at three succes-

sive meetings of the Institute, gave a history of his \oyage and its

results. He was at first subjected to some opposition, and until after a

court-martial, held in New York iu August, seems to have been disposed

to say very little. He, however, wrote, under date of July 16, 1842, a

'This is printed in Note .\ from the niamiscript report iu the archives of the

National Museum.
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letter' to Senator Preston, in which he indignantly protested against

the manner in which his officers and men had been received on their

return.

When he was restored to favor and influence, he at once took steps to

gain control of the collections made by his squadron, provisionally under

the charge of the National Institution, with results to be studied later.

' This letter, now in the archives of the Museum and never published, is of so much
interest historical!}^, that after the lapse of nearly fifty years it is printed, in the cer-

tainty that its harsh significance has all vanished.

Washington City, i6th July, 1S42.

My Dear Sir: Agreeably to your desire, I hasten to give you the information rela-

tive to the remaining duties of the Expedition, and that are absolutely necessary to

carr}^ out the intention of Congress in passing the Act authorizing the Expedition,

viz, " for the promotion of the great interests of Commerce and Navigation, and to

extend the bounds of science and promote the acquisition of knowledge."
For the accomplishment of these great objects, there was required persons to attend

to the different departments of science, and the following was the organization which
I proposed, and was adopted by the Government, and the most economical one that

could have been arranged to carry out the great views intended, and that the accom-

modations of the vessels would permit, viz:

The Departments of Astronomy, Hydrography, Magnetism, Meteorology, and
Physics, including the Experiments with the Invariable Pendulum, was confided

to myself with the officers under my command as assistants, besides the above I

was charged with the History or Narrative of the Voyage.

This at once greatly reduced the Scientific Corps which had been organized, viz,

from 23 to 9. I felt the Navy was justly entitled to all these departments, embraced
as they were within the limits, or scope of the profession, and that they ought not to

be attached to such an undertaking, to act as the "hewers of wood and drawers of

water," as was the case in its original organization.

Charles Pickering and Titian R. Peale, naturalists; Horatio Hale, philologist; James
D. Dana, geologist; William Rich, botanist; William Brackenridge, horticultv:rist

and assistant botanist; Joseph Drayton and Alfred Agate, artists; J. P. Couthouy,

conchologist, who was with the Expedition until the end of November, 1839, after

which period his duties were divided among the rest and successfully performed.

These formed the nine; to these was added a mechanic for the repair of instruments

and their proper preservation.

In all the above departments much remains to be done; indeed, I view the services

of the above gentlemen as necessary now, and even more so than at any other period

of the cruise, nor can their services be dispensed with, or the work concentrated,

without great loss to the Expedition, and the reputation of the countr}^. For my own
departments I require the services of Mr. Stewart, who was a clerk in the Expedition,

but whom I have made hydrographical draughtsman, and some few of the officers,

who have been my principal assistants. Mr. Stewart will be enabled also to assist

me in my copying, etc. He is one of my own scholars and is now engaged in the

duties assigned him.

I truly regret that anything should have occurred to dampen the ardor of those

who are attached to the Expedition, and absolutely necessarj'to the bringing out the

results. The ardor that has been felt during the cruise has Ijeen all-important to our

success, and has been in every way encouraged by me, and I did hope that it would

have been kept alive until all had been accomplished. The reputation of our country

is at stake, and if what has been attempted and succeeded in, is not now finished
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In vSepteinbcr, 1S42, Doctor Charles Pickering l)ecaine curator. He
had been a member of the Wilkes exploring expedition and was occu-

pied during his connection almost entire!}^ in the work of unpacking and

arranging its collections.

from any motive of economy, or derangement of the organization all will be ruined,

and we shall become the laughingstock of Europe, and all the praise that has been

lavished on our Government for its noble undertaking prove but "satire in

disguise."

What will l)e the reputation of those who have had the ordering of things since its

return, on their becoming known on the other side of the waters? I"or the reception

of myself I can easil}- account; but that of the officers and crews is truly unaccount-

able, particularly the want of any expression of thanks from the Department to the

latter on their discharge ; it was felt by every officer and remarked by every man.

On minor duties I have been gratified by it formerly, and I have with pleasure seen

its effects upon many of the men that formed a part of the ci-ews of this I^xpedition

when on other service with me; I have urged it all in my power, but without effect;

every day develops some new opposition to the Expedition. I am aware you think I

want cause for this opinion; perhaps 1 am mistaken, but I can not but feel mj-self

bound up in it ; indeed it would be strange if I was not, and I nuist say it is heartsick-

ening to nie to hear those who have shared its dangers and trou])les complaining of

a want of attention and courtesy, and exhibiting the unceremonious discharges from

their duties, with little or no prospect of consunnnating the labors in which they

have been engaged for the last four years, and before they have even seen Iheir fami-

lies. Some are suffering under sickness contracted from their exposure in the serv-

ice of their coinitry. They are now suddenly cut off and destitute of support for

themselves and families. These facts are well known. vSuch treatment is without

precedent in the service of this, or any other country.

Contra.st our Expedition with tlio.se of the French and English engaged in the same

service, and at the same time, honor and rewards are heaped on all at and before

their return. Examine our results, compare them with theirs, contrast us in every

way with them you please, or with Expeditions that have gone before us, and then

ask if we have not reason to feel mortified.

Do not misunderstand me. I ask nothing for myself at present, and will not as

long as this mi.st hanging over me exists, but which any fair and candid examina-

tions into my actions and conduct would have long since dissipated ; neither do I ask

inipo.ssibilities or undeserved prai.se; no greater punishment can l)e inflicted on the

head of one who receives it. Rut I would ask : Is it not fully apparent and placed

beyond cant that the men of the Expedition have done their duty, and did deserve

the thanks of the Department before they were disbanded? It was openly com-

plained of when they were paid off.

I have greatly to complain of the course the Department has ])ursued towards

myself, but I forbear to touch on this subject at present.

In conclusion, my dear sir, I beg you will excuse this long letter and its tone.

Whenever the.se subjects are brought to my mind I feel it acutely. All I do hope is

that, for the credit of tlie h<x])edition, the honor and reputation of the country, you

will not lose .sight of what ought to be done. Fully confident I am that there is no

subject in which the reputation of our country is .so nuich at .stake as the develop-

ment of the results of the Exj)loring Expedition and on which its conduct will be

so closely scrutinized abroad. I have the honor to be, with great respect,

Yours, most truly,

ClI.VKLKS WlI.KKS.

Hon. Wm. C. 1'rksXon, Senator, U. S., JVashiujitoit.
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In the meantime, in February, 1842, Doctor J. P. Couthouy, one of

the naturahsts of the expedition, having been detached from duty by

Captain Wilkes, was employed by the committee of the Institution to

aid in the work upon their collections, and in September Mr. W. D,

Brackenridge, horticulturist of the expedition, was also taken upon the

Museum staff and given charge of the plants,' and a little later Professor

James D. Dana seems to have been given charge of the arrangement of

the geological and mineralogical collections, not only of the exploring

expedition, but of the Institution cabinet, including the Smithson, Owen,

Ivocke, and Totten collections, and Horatio Hale was performing a simi-

lar work upon the ethnographical collections of the Institution, which he

reported upon as
'

' chiefly from the exploring expedition. '

'

The force at this time engaged upon the national collections, under

the direction of the National Institution, consisted of Doctor Charles

Pickering, principal curator; J. P. Couthouy, J. D. Dana, Horatio Hale,

and W. D. Brackenridge, curators and assistants, and J. K. Townsend

and John Varden, assistants. Thomas Nuttall, the well-known botanist,

had in 1841 been engaged upon the herbarium, but had now gone away.

Here, then, in 1842, we find a strong Museum force at work on the

collections, a force fully as effective thirty years later, in 1873, when the

writer first became acquainted with the operations of the Smithsonian

Institution.

The report prepared by them at the end of the year 1842 was essen-

tially the second official report upon the national collections, and since it

has never been published, it is printed in Note B, at the end of this

memoir.

At the meeting of September 12 a resolution was passed in these words:

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to wait upon the Secretary of the Navy,

and upon the joint committee of the Library of Congress, and to proffer to them the

cooperation of the Institute in carrying into effect the intentions of the law lately

passed by Congress, for the arrangement and preservation of the collections made by
the Exploring Squadron, and for the publication of the results of that Expedition

;

and that this committee be authorized to act in the name and behalf of the Institute

in all matters relating to this subject.

In reply to the letter transmitting this resolution, the following letter

was received:

Navy Department, September //, 1842.

Sir: I have received your letter of the istli instant, transmitting a copy of the

resolutions of the National Institute passed on the 12th instant, in relation to the

arrangement and preservation of the collections made by the exploring squadron,

and informing me that Doctor C. Pickering had been unanimously elected cm^ator of

the Institute.

' Mr. Brackenridge, on the return of the expedition in 1842, brought the live plants

and seeds to Washington, and there being no place for their reception hired a green-

house and cared for them, apparently on his own responsibility, for several months.

Eventually they were provided for at the Botanic Garden about 1859, after having

been for many years kept in greenhouses in the rear of the Patent Office.
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I shall be happy to receive the suggestions of the committee as to the proper course

of proceeding.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. P. Upshur.
Garrett R. Barry, Esq.,

Recording Secretary National Institute, Washington

.

In the meantime a change in the status of the Government collections

had been effected by the passage of an act of Congress, August 27, 1842,

providing for the publication, under the supervision of the Joint Library

Committee, of an account of the discovery made by the exploring expe-

dition, the third section of which was as follows

:

That until other provisions be made by law for the safe-keeping and arrangement

of such objects of natural history as may be in the possession of the Government,

the same shall be deposited and arranged in the upper room of the Patent Office,

tinder the care of such persons as may be appointed by the Joint Committee of the

Library.

By act of Attgust 4, 1842 (Stat. V., 501), the sum of $20,000 had

already been appropriated for the tran.sportation, preservation, and

arrangement of these collections.

In the charter of the National Institute, passed a month before, there

was a provision that all trusts
'

' are vested and confirmed to the said

corporation,'' and the supporters of the Institute were disposed to urge

that this was applicable to the collections of the "exploring squadron,"

at that time in the custody of the Institution. The question did not

come up in a troublesome way at this time, for the Library Committee,

at that time unfriendly, simply confirmed the choice of curator made by

the National Institute, and appointed Doctor Pickering to the position,

Doctor Pickering being thenceforth subject to the Congressional com-

mittee, and only by courtesy acting for the National Institute.

Trouble was brewing, however, for it was evident that the links bind-

ing together the interests of the National Institute and the exploring

expedition were not very tenacious. There was in fact no legal authority

for the agency of supervision which the Institution was now exercising,

the whole being the outgrowth of a very informal understanding be-

tween two or three successive Secretaries of the Navy and a committee

of the Institution
'

' appointed to correspond with the Departments of

Government." '

This committee, composed of two of the most active directors and the

corresponding secretary, soon began to perform the fmictions of a gen-

eral executive committee—no doubt with the sanction of the .society, but

without direct autliorit3\

The recent acts of Congress had taken the control of the collections

away from the Navy Department, by wdiose act alone they had been placed

in charge of the Institute. The committee of the Institute still believed

itself responsible in an advisory way for the disbursement of the appro-

' Proceedings of the National Institution, 2d Bull., p. 71.
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priation, but soon found expeditions in progress of which they had

no knowledge. The committee filed a protest with Mr. Poinsett, their

president, who seems to have at once taken steps to secure the only

possible relief from the embarrassment—that of special legislation.

The following bill was accordingly introduced in the Senate by the

Hon. Robert J. Walker

:

A Bllyly for the preser\'atioii of the collections of natural curiosities furnished by the exploring

squadron, and from other sources.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tJie United States of
America in Congress assembled, That the board of management of the National

Institute be, and is hereby, invested with the custody of the specimens of natural

history, and other curiosities, v/hich have been received, or which may have been

received, or which may hereafter be received, from the exploring squadron, and

from other sources, with authority to make all necessary arrangements to preserve

and exhibit the same, to regulate the number and compensation of persons employed

on said duty, and to superintend the disbursements relating thereto.

And be it further eJiacted, That the said board is hereby authorized to exchange

any of the dttplicates of said collections with other institutions, or with vState authori-

ties, or with individuals.

At the request of Senator Walker two of the members of the commit-

tee had drawn up a statement of the relations which thej^ deemed it

desirable to have established between the Institution and the General

Government in respect to the national collections. This statement was

submitted by Senator Walker, not as an official document emanating

from the Institute, but with the heading "Remarks submitted by Mr.

Markoe and Colonel Abert to the Hon. Mr. Walker." This was cer-

tainly an unfortunate form of introduction to Congress, and the oppo-

nents of the National Institute made the most of it. The bill with the

accompanying statement was referred to the Joint Committee on the

lyibrary, and on the 28th of February was made the subject of a report

presented by Senator Tappan,' in wdiicli he ridiculed the idea of placing

the results of a great Government expedition in the hands of a "private

corporation," and advised members of the National Institute to disabuse

themselves of the idea that regular appropriations w^ould ever be made
for its benefit. "The case presents," he remarked, " two officers of the

Government, one the head of a btireau, the other a clerk in one of the

public offices, who ask as a matter of right that they should have the

supervision of a very important literary and scientific work, the ptiblica-

tion of which Congress has thought proper to intrust to one of its regular

committees." The recommendation of the committee was that the

responsibility of this work remain in the hands of the Joint Committee

on the Library, where it had originally been placed by law. Senator

Tappan's attack was evidently based upon a partial misiuiderstanding of

the views of the members of the National Institute, who simply asked

the custody of the collections and the atithority to supervise their arrange-

ment. Colonel Abert and Mr. Markoe were indignant at the injustice,

' Senate Document 233, see note D to this paper.
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and addressed to Senator Walker a letter in further explanation of their

views.

This letter, with the comments upon it b}- Senator Walker and vSena-

tor Preston, is printed in a note appended to this memoir," accompanied

b}' a hitherto-unpublished letter from vSenator Woodbridge, of Michigan,

who, as a member of the conunittee, was able to explain the real signifi-

cance of its action.

All of these papers are given in a pamphlet" published at the time,

wdiich is, however, now exceedingly rare and almost forgotten.

The versions of the papers here given are for the most part from the

originals or verified copies in the archives of the National Museum.
Senator Tappan's speech and the sul«equent action of Congress did

much to undermine the foundation of the Institute, which was evidently

scarcely solid enough to sustain the structure which it had been proposed

to rear upon them.

After this it was inevitable that there should arise conflicts of authority,

and they were not slow in coming.

It is possible that they were precipitated by Captain Wilkes, who
naturally may have felt some irritation at the manner in which the con-

trol of the collections made by his expedition were taken out of his control,

wdiile he himself was for a time under charges.

The Commissioner of Patents, too, seems to have been irritated by the

occupation of a hall in the Patent Office controlled by alien authority.

In July, 1843, Doctor Pickering resigned his curatorship, and the

Library Committee, now hostile and acting in the si:)irit of their report,

made use of the authority vested in them by the act of August 26, 1842,

and appointed to the custodianship of the Government collections the

Commissioner of Patents, Mr. Ellsworth, and in August placed Captain

Wilkes in special charge of the gatherings of the exploring expedition.

The action of the committee does not appear to have been known to

the officers of the Institute except by nunor, but they were left to find

out the change of policy by an unpleasant series of experiences.

The first .serious friction was in connection with Captain Wilkes. Its

character is .shown by the following correspondence, which is here printed

on account of the new light it throws upon the condition of the National

Cabinet of Curiosities in the years 1843-44 ^'^'^^ upon the otherwise inex-

plicable circumstances which led to the collapse of the National Institute

shortly afterwards

:

LETTER EROM COU:)NEL ABERT TO CAPTAIN WII.KES, SEPTEMBER 5, 1843.

Dear Sir: Reports of a painful character, involved in the questions of the

inclosed letter, have reached the ears of many of us, and I have been urged as chair-

man of the committee having charge of these matters to bring them before the

' Note E, I, II, III, IV.
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Directors. But I refused, on the ground that I would not be the medium of bringing

forward misunderstood or exaggerated facts, for discussion or action, j^referring the

course of the inclosed letter, as it will procure the desired information from the best

authority and under its true aspect. It seems to me that the Institute is the last

which should receive unkindness from anyone whose fame is connected with

the results of the exploring squadron, for without the interference of the Institute

where would these results have been ; and without its future care what will become

of them, for what other body in whose care they can be placed has a permanent

domicile at Washington.

J. J. Abert.
Capt. Wilkes.

LETTER FROM COLONEL ABERT TO CAPTAIN WILKES, SEPTEMBER 5, 1S43.

Sir : It is contemplated soon to have a meeting of the Directors of the National

Institute, at which matters of much interest to the Institute will be brought up.

Understanding that you have been placed in charge of the room in which both

Institute and ex. [ploring] expedition curiosities are deposited, and anxious that at

our meeting the Directors should be fully and correctly informed, allow us to beg of

you the favor of an early answer to the following queries

:

1. Have directions been given to remove the property of the Institute and that

under its care, except exploring expedition specimens, from the room in which they

now are or from the cases in which they have been deposited, or are such directions

contemplated ?

2. Are the persons employed at the room and paid by the U. S. prohibited from

bestowing any attention upon any other than ex. [ploring] exp. [edition] specimens,

from opening the boxes of presents sent to the Institute, cleaning, arranging, and

attending to the same?

3. Will any of the persons employed at the room and paid by the U. S. be allowed

to bestow any of their time and talents upon the preservation and arrangement of

the collections, except those of the ex. [ploring] squadron?

4. Can the Institute count with sufficient certainty upon the services of any person

so employed so as to invest him or them as curators or assistants with the requisite

authority from the Institute?

You will readily perceive the importance of these questions to the Institute, and

how eminently they invoke the security and preservation of the valuable and extensive

collection under its care
;
you will, therefore I hope, pardon us in the request of an

early answer.

J. J. Abert.
Capt. Charles Wilkes,

U. S. Navy, Washington

.

LETTER FROM CAPTAIN WILKES TO COLONEL ABERT, SEPTEMBER 16, 1843.

Washington City, i6Sepi., 18^3.

My Dear Sir : Your friendly letter was received on my return to the city after a

short absence, which will account for your not having an earlier reply.

I can not acknowledge any right in a committee of the Nat. [ional] Ins. [titute]

to call upon me for any explanations whatever relative to my official duties or

actions, particularly when such a call is based upon (as yovi inform me) "painful

reports" of which I have no knowledge and little regard, and can not help express-

ing my astonishment that any members of a scientific society should have given

credence to them, to have authorized an action on the part of one of their com-

mittees before they had ascertained that they were true.
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I can not but admire your course in refusing to act, or be the medium of bringing

them forward for discussion or action before an appeal was made to the best authority.

I therefore feel much pleasure in answering the questions as coming from yourself,

and do it particularly with a -v-iew that you may communicate it to any of the gentle-

men, vour associates, who may have been instrumental in getting up and giving cur-

rency to the reports which you inform me are in circulation.

1st. The law places the collections of thelL'nited States Exploring Expedition in

the upper hall of the Patent Ofl&ce building and under the care of the Joint Library

Committee of Congress for the purpose of arranging the whole for description, publi-

cation, and exhibition. The Library Com[mitt] ee have appointed me to superintend

them to this end. In pursuance of my duties the whole is undergoing arrangement.

When I took charge on the ist of August a few specimens and articles were pointed

out to me as belonging to the Nat[ional] Inst[itute]; those have not been disturbed

further than became necessary in the arrangements, and an equal care has been

bestowed upon them that others have received.

2d. All the persons employed and paid by the Government are required to devote

themselves entirely to the Government work; when there is no longer employment

for them, or they do not give satisfaction, they will be discharged. It is believed

that their time is now fully employed, and that their duties require all their time

and talents to be devoted to the collection of the Expedition in order to perform

them to the satisfaction of the Library Committee and myself. They are under the

same system as if employed elsewhere by the Government. From this it follows

that their time and ser\-ices for which the Gov[emmen]t pays can not be devoted

to or divided with any incorporated association.

Although believing that the above embraces an answer to all the enquiries made

of me I will go further and assure you that there is every disposition on the part of

the Library Com[mitt]ee of Congress and myself to have the few things belonging to

the Nat[ional] Inst[itute] that are now in the hall taken care of, and due notice wall

be given to the Institute should the little room they occupy be require<i for collection

of the Exp[loring] Exp[e]d[ition] , which it is now confidently believed will entirely

fill the hall when they are fully arranged. I will now close with a few words respect-

ing the last clause of your letter relative to my feeling any "unkindness" towards

the Nat[ional] Inst[itute]. It is rather improbable that any unkindness or hostility

should exist on my part considering that the labour of the Expedition, combined

with the exertion of your gifted president { ilr. Poinsett), were the origin of it, and

that in all probability it may one day become the depository of the large and valuable

collection of the Exp[lorin]g Expedition, therefore I can not but feel deeply inter-

ested in its welfare—everything compatible with the performance of my public duties

will always be done to accommodate and assist its rise and progress.

Believe me, with great respect, your obt. svt.,

Charles Wilkes.

Col. J. J. Abert,

C S. Corps Top. Engrs.

LETTER FROM COLONEL ABERT TO CAPTAIN WILKES, SEPTEMBER, 1S43.

Dear Sir : Your letter has been duly received. As well for our own justification

and for your satisfaction, I will go into some length in a reply.

Abstractly speaking, there may be no right in the Institute to enquire into the

course of your official action, but if under any circumstances this action be hazard-

ous to the property of the Institute, or to that deposited and placed under its care,

there can be no doubt, I think, that the Institute has a right to enquire if such be

the case and why.
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You can, if 3-ou choose, give us a very short reply—that what you have done was

ill the execution of your official duties, for which you can account only to j-our offi-

cial superiors. Yet, nevertheless, the Institute would have the right to make the

enquir}' and to expect an answer of some kind. But allow me to call your attention

to the reflection that it is in j^our civil relation of an agent of the Library Committee

in which you are now temporarily acting, and it is only in that capacity that any

accountability can attach to you, or that any was supposed by the committee of the

Institute to exist.

As an officer of the Navy you can not now be acting
;
your course is not by virtue

of your commission or rank in the Navy, or orders from your constitutional or legal

superiors, or of any duties connected with your profession. No official responsibility

can exist between Capt. Wilkes, of the Navy, and the Library Committee, or official

penalties be incurred by a neglect of its directions. Your position, if I understand

it correctly, is by virtue of the authority in the Library Committee to place the col-

lection under the care of such persons as they may appoint. The executive or the

constitutional superior of the Army, as well as Nav}', were it to assign you to a

ship to-morrow, you would have to go and abandon the care assigned to you by the

Library Committee, which shows, I think, that it is not the official relations of the

offices which are involved in your present position. Dr. King once had the place,

then Dr. Pickering, to whom you succeeded. Both of these gentlemen were civilians,

and as you succeeded them in your present place it is clear, I think, that it is not in

any official relation which Capt. Wilkes can claim, or to which he can be assigned,

that he is now acting, but in the civil relation of a person appointed by the Joint

Library Committee to take charge of matters the publication of which has been

made a duty of that committee. I make these explanations of our views that you

may feel relieved from the supposition that we had the most remote idea of encroach-

ing upon your official rights, for which I assure you, as well as for yotir well-estab-

lished professional abilities, we all entertain the greatest respect.

The specimens of the Exploring Squadron are to be deposited and arranged in the

upper room of the Patent Office. This, however, does not, we think, give the exclu-

sive possession of that room for that purpose unless such exclusive possession be

necessary. Whether it be or not, I am willing to admit, is the right of the Library

Committee to decide, and if they so decide others must give way. The sign lately

put over the door would seem to indicate that such decision was in contemplation.

The Institute has also possession of part of that room, of the eastern half, by direc-

tion of the Secretary of State, under whose care the whole building was then placed.

The Institute has property there of great amount and, in our judgment, of great

value, and if it has to move its property, by virtue of a decision by the Library Com-

mittee, the courtesy of notice from the agent of that committee is not, I think, too

much to expect, and our right to enquire if we shall have to move should be viewed

as a duty on our part as the curator of so much property. I assure you the enquiry

was made with these impressions only. Your assurance that notice will be given if

we should have to move leaves us satisfied in this respect.

All that belongs to the Exploring vSquadron is under the care of the Library Com-

mittee or its agent. But the Institute is a legal body, regularly chartered with defined

rights over its property, gifts, and deposits. (See law of 27 July, 1842.) Now, what

is this property ? Gifts and deposits from members, from foreign governments, from

distinguished foreigners, from our diplomatic agents, from foreign societies, from

domestic societies, from departments of our own Government, from our own citizens.

In a word, all the property in the room, except that of the Exploring Squadron and

that of the Patent Office, which (Institute) property, unless I am very much mis-

taken, far exceeds the impression you have of it, and judging from some remark

about the few things of the Institute.

Now, this property requires care, watching, and cleaning.
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I have at this time in my office twenly-four cases of the most vahiable specimens

sent from Asia and Mexico to the Institute which we have not sent up, because we
were informed they would probably not be received, and would certainly not be

allowed to be opened and exhibited, as some 60 boxes or more of Institute specimens

are now in the room unopened and unattended to. Surely it was proper that such
matters should be inquired into if only for the future government of the course of

the Institute. We can not be without anxiety for our valuable collection nor

unmindful of our obligations to preserve it.

I feci satisfied you will see with me only matter of lamentation in such a state of

things. Science and national pride must bitterly regret any seeming necessity ftjr it.

All the labor, all the contributions, from whatever branch of service, civil, diplo-

matic, navy, military, are for the scientific reputation of our conmion coinitr\-, and
a hearty union of all is necessary to form a good collection. Deprive it of the chann
of being National, deprive it of that halo of interest with which the name National

has alread}' covered it, and it will soon cease to increase, will be no longer worthy
of a thought, and will rapidly degenerate to the insignificance of a local collection.

Such are at least my views, and such were also the views which brought the

National Institute into existence, when about eight of us had our first meetings at

Mr. Poinsett's. We then digested a scheme in which we thought all persons could

unite, because it was National; which all parties could befriend, because it was
National; to which all conditions and branches of service could contribute, because

it was National ; to which the Government might extend its jiatronizing hand, because

it was National, because it aided and elevated the National character, and because

it would furnish a broad platform of National feeling, upon which all parties, all

sects, all conditions of life could, on principles cherished by all, meet and unite in

erecting a temple to National fame. And how charmingly have we gone on; look
at our great accunuilations for so short a time, and yet it is all but a good beginning;

look at the feeling which exists throughout our country and throughout the world
in our favor, evidenced by contributions and letters from all qiiarters, and then ask
the question whether to aid or to embarrass a design so glorious and so free from
objections w^ill give the most individual fame?

But we must know our condition, and what we have to depend TijKin. Il is essen-

tial that we should, and you, as the agent of the I^ibrary Connnittee, are the only
person from whom we can obtain the desired information. Therefore, of necessity,

we had to address ourselves to you, and if I understand your answer correctly it is:

That you do not consider yourself at liberty to allow -Mxy of the persons receiving

pay from the United vStates to give any of their time or attention to the affairs of the

Institute, to overhaul or arrange or look after its specimens.

Both of your predecessors, Dr. King and Dr. Pickering, were also, with the ajipro-

bation of the executive. Curators to the Institute, and gave some attention to its

affairs. We did not, of course, expect that you would take a similar trouble upon
yourself, and one question in my previous letter was to ascertain if you would allow
any of those under you to attend to the Institute collection and property. I iinder-

stand you also as thinking this beyond your power. Under these circumstances the

Institute must act, and promptly, or its valuable collection will be injured. The
board of management will soon meet and the matter will be brought before them.

If in anything I have misunderstood you, I beg that 3'ou will not delay to correct

nic, for be assured that I have no desire to put anyone in the wrong, and least of all

the eminent commander of the Exploring P'xpedition.

J- J. A.

Soon afterwards a more serious conflict of authorit}- began—this time

with the Commissioner of Patents, who was actually the official guar-

dian, not only of a portion of the collections, but of the hall in which
NAT MUS 97, rT 2 9
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tlie entire cabinets, both of the society and the Government, were

lodged.

The correspondence referred to in Mr. Ellsworth's first letter evidently

related to the great mass of native copper of the Ontonagon (still a

prominent feature in the National Museum), which the Secretary of

War had placed in the custody of the Institute at its meeting in Octo-

ber previous. Mr. Ellsworth was evidently bent upon dislodging the

National Institute from the Patent Office. To effect this he pursued the

not altogether ingenuous course of belittling the Institute, its work, and

the extent of its cabinet, and laying claim to the official possession of

more important collections of models, fabrics, manufactures, which, in

accordance with the act of 1836, reorganizing the Patent Office, he

designates as the " National Gallery," a name which he also applied to

the great hall in which all the collections were deposited.

The Commissioner of Patents was evidently legally in the right, and

the Institute found itself bereft not only of its command of Government

collections, but also of its hall.

The correspondence is here printed.

i^etter kk.om thk commissioner of patents to the secretary of war,
december 7, 1842.

Patent Office,

Washington, December "jth, 1842.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from the Secretary of

War of the 2d inst., communicating the information that my letter to his Depart-

ment of 1st inst. had been referred to a committee of the National Institute for

answer.

Permit me to enclose a copy of the correspondence with said committee. I have

ventured to say in my reply that I did not believe their letter to myself had met

your approval.

The Hon. Sec'y will imagine my surprise at the letter of the conunittee when he

is informed that the Commissioner of Patents has the custody of the Patent Office

building ; that he holds a special appointment under the Joint Committee of the

Library to take charge of all the property of Government mentioned in the act of

August 26, 1842, and more especially as the National Institute has omitted to appoint

a Curator to protect the other articles received from the War and Navy Departments,

or even their own effects in this building since July last, and hence the care has

devolved upon myself as an act of courtesy if not of duty.

Under these circumstances, and having interested myself in the exhibition of the

copper rock at the seat of Government, I offered to take charge of it, under the

direction of the Secretary of War, if he desired it.

The disappointment expressed by many members of Congress at not finding this

beautiful specimen in the National Gallery prompted me, at the date of my letter,

to make, as I hoped, a respectful offer to the Hon. Secretary of my services. Nor

would I have replied to the committee had I not supposed that silence might seem

to admit that I had been guilty of great presumption.

Let me add that I am a member of the Institute and cherish its welfare.

I remain, with highest respect, your's, obediently,
II. L,. Ki^IvSworTh.

Hon. J. M. Porter,
Secy, of War.
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I^ETTER FROM COLONHI^ AUHRT TO THE COMISIISSIONKR OF PATENTS,
DECKMBKR 5, 1843.

Washixgtox, Dec. j, /S./j.

Sir : The honoral)le Secretar}' of War has referred lo the cominiltee of the

National liistitiite your letter of the ist iiist.

Being uninformed by any law or regulation of the existence of a " National Gal-

lery " or of any other collection under your care than the Models of the Patent

Office, you will pardon nie if I do not fidly ap]>reciate the views or reasoning of

your letter.

At one period, by order of the Executive, the upper room of the Patent Office

was made the place of deposit for the effects of the " National Institute," a society

known to our laws and regularly chartered by Congress. This room thus became
the Hall of the Institute. In this room the Institute has deposited the collections

from the exploring squadron, and those from all other sources which were placed

under its care by order of the Executive. But from a suj^posed necessity, Congress

vested the care of the deposit from the exploring squadron for the purpose of pre-

paring an account of it, in such person as the Joint Library Committee should

appoint. This committee appointed Capt. Wilkes, of the Navy, for that purpose,

who is now exercising the functions of his office, and who may with propriety be

considered as in the regular official possession of the room.

In all this one sees nothing of the Patent Office or of any "National Galler}-" or

of any charge direct or indirect of the Patent Office over the deposits referred to.

If therefore by "National Gallery" is intended to designate the room in which are

now placed the deposits of the Institute and of the exploring squadron, it is not a

room over which the head of the Patent Office can exercise control.

By a law of the 20th July, 1S40, the Secretaries of the War and Navy Departments
were placed in charge of the specimens of Natural History, received and to be

received by them, and funds were appropriated for their ^^reservation. These officers

have deposited such articles as were then in their possession, and such as have since

been received in the care of the National Institute, as that law and the practice

under it are consitlercd as prescribing the course on these subjects, and in the 2d
section of the law of July 27, iS.p, all these deposits and the principle upon which
they were made were confirmed and legalized. When therefore the coj^per rock

arrived, to which your letter refers, the honorable Secretary of War, in conformity

of law and usage, placed it under the care of the National Institute.

As it was undenstood to be rather an inconvenience to Capt. Wilkes from the

want of space to receive any more articles of the Institute in the Hall under his care,

and as the Institute has at present no Curator there, tho.se boxes and articles which
have come to hand within the last few months have been temporarily deposited

elsewhere, and among others the copper rock. The Committee of the Institute which
received this rock had it deposited in the War Office yard, where it is accessible

without impediment to all who are disposed to examine it, and where it is mider the
efficient protection of the guard of the War and Navy Department buildings.

Very respectfully, your obt. svt.,

J. J. AiiKRT,

C/i. Com. \i!/. lust.

II. L. Eu-SWORTH, Ivscp-.,

Coinuir. 0/ J'ali-n/s, IVas/iiii^iou.
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I.e;TTKR from THK commissioner of patents to COI.ONEI. ABERT,
DECEMBER 7, 1S43.

Patent Office, December 7, 1S43.

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 5th inst.

The Hon. Sec'y of War has, it seems, referred to the Chairman of the Commit-
tee of the National Institute the answer of my letter to his Department, offering

to receive for exhibition at the National Gallery the "copper rock."

I can not withhold my surprise or the expression of my regret that the committee

of the Institute on the reference of my letter deemed it necessary to declare their

unwillingness to recognize any such place as the "National Gallery" under my care

and to question the right of the Commissioner of Patents to the use of the large Hall

in the Patent Office building, and still more at their claim of right to use that Hall

when their accommodations were only enjoyed at the convenience of the Commis-
sioner of Patents. To this unexpected reply to my letter I can not believe the Hon.

Secretary of War has given his approval.

Permit me to refer the Committee to the Act of July, '36, reorganizing the Patent

Office. The first section gives the Commissioner of Patents the care of the models

of Patents, records, books, &c. , &c.

The 2oth section establishes a "National Gallery," in which the Commissioner of

Patents is bound to exhibit not only models but fabrics, manufactures, &c.

To carry out the design of this law cases have been erected at great expense and

many articles collected, while additions are daily made.

It is true that the National Institute did seek to obtain the entire control of the

large room in the Patent Office. A refusal was given because the Patent Office

building was by law placed under the care of the Commissioner of Patents and

because the room was needed, at least in part, by the office.

The law of August 26tli, '42, to which you refer, simply enacts:
'

' That until other provisions be made by law for the safe keeping and arrange-

ment of such objects of natural history as may be in possession of Government, the

same shall be deposited and arranged in the upper room of the Patent Office under

the care of such person as may be appointed by the Joint Committee of the Library. '

'

The act evidently did not contemplate the exclusive control of the room, but a super-

vision of the articles entrusted to the care of said Library Committee.

This Committee on advisement with the War and Navy Department appointed

Dr. C. Pickering, who enjoyed the use of the Hall in common with the. Patent

Office in a manner I had supposed entirely satisfactory to all concerned.

To relieve this Bureau from care and responsibility I proposed to the Hon. Secre-

tary of State to transfer to Dr. Pickering the custody of the archives, jewels, etc.,

received from the Department, but the Secretary declined, observing the Commis-

sioner of Patents was a branch of the State Department, and he could not consent

to place the articles confided to him under care of a corporation or a stranger over

whom he had no control.

In July last Dr. Pickering resigned his trust. The Joint Committee of the Library,

upon whom alone devolved the right of filling the vacancy, entirely unexpectedly to

myself, conferred the appointment on the Commissioner of Patents. Of course the

Commissioner of Patents has now by law the custody of the large Hall, which in all

official correspondence has been called the '

' National Gallery. '

'

I will remark that the Hon. Secretary of State expressed a wish in the letter giv-

ing directions as to the large Hall that the National Institute might be permitted to

occupy any "empty cases" so long as this could be done without inconvenience to

the Patent Office. In this request I most heartily acquiesced, and have permitted

the Institvite to enjoy from time to time a ver}^ considerable portion of the upper and

lower stories. And while the Commissioner of Patents has the sole custody of the
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building, the Institute maybe assured that the articles deposited by them will receive

the same care and watchfulness as those belonging to the Patent Office or those

received from the Government.

It has given me pleasure to try to accommodate all parties, hoping that Congress

would make further provisions as appeared to be necessary. The time has now

arrived when the wants of the Patent Office imperiously require more of the large

Hall, and it remains for the National Legislature to determine who shall be accom-

miodated when there is not room for all.

I regret your correspondence has compelled me to say thus nuich in defense of the

position I have the honor to hold.

Yours, respectfully,

H. L. Eli^swortii.

Col. J. J. Abert,

Chn. Com. Nat. Inst.

Still another blow was in reser\^e. vStatement.s were made in ptiblic to

the effect that the collection.s of the Institute were of very trifling value,

and one which appears to have been printed, though I can gain no infor-

mation as to its nature, made certain charges in connection with the por-

traits in the possession of the Institute, intended to show that the Institute

was '

' tniworthy of the patronage of the Goverinnent.
'

'

This happened apparently during the great meeting of the friends of

the Institute in April, 1844, evidently with the intention of cottnteracting

any effect which the assemblage might produce upon Congress.

Mr. George P. Marsh, M. C, at this time (April 4) addres.sed a letter

to the corresponding secretary of the Institute, stating that its memorial

had been referred to him as a member of the Library Committee of Con-

gress, and asking for information to enable him to meet objections made

by persons unfriendly to the Institution. The information given in the

following letter in fact constitutes a third report upon the national col-

lection, a little more than a year subsequent to the date of those already

quoted:

I^ETTER FROM MESSRS. MARKOE AND ABERT TO TUE HON. OI'OROl-; P. MARSH,
APRIL 8, 1844.

Wash'n, S .Ipril, iS.f/.

To Mr. Marsh, H. Reps.

Dear Sir: Your letter of the 4 inst. has been received. It found me occupied 1)y

numerous & pressing engagements, an<l left so short a space of time for reply that I

have been compelled to call for aid upon a friend. Col. A])ert, with whom I was for a

long time associated a member of an important committee of the Institute, whose

business it was to understand its affairs.

It is to be deplored that there are persons so unfriendly to the Institute, as to state

" that its collections are of very trifling extent and value, and that for this and other

reasons not necessary now to be specified, the Institute is unworthy the patronage

of the Government." Some consolation, however, is derived from the assurance,

that you do not entertain the.se opinions, and from the opportunity which is now
offered of correcting at least one of these erroneous opinions the only one that has

been presented with sufficient distinctness to be met, namely, that which refers to

the extent and value of the Institute's collections. We should have rejoiced if " the

other reasons" had beeu as candidly and .specifically made, so that they might be as
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promptly and explicitly met. We seize this occasion to assure you of our readiness,

our anxious desire, to meet any unfounded report or misrepresentation which may
have led to the assertion, that the Institute is unworthy the patronage of the Gov-
ernment. AVe are the more anxious as the assertion seems to have grown out of

other considerations than the supposed trifling extent and value of the collections of

the Institute.

The property of the Institute is of two kinds: That which it owns, the result of

donations & purchases, and that which it holds \>y Deposit. The latter kind, by our

Charter cannot be withdrawn, even by depositors, till after due notice has been
given. The statement which follows, made by Col. Abert & wh. embraces a very

inadequate description of the property, embraces gifts, purchases & deposits is taken

from the records of the Institute, and it may be verified at any time by reference to the

records, an attentive examination of wh. would show that the property of the Insti-

tute is of immense value, & of great American as well as general interest; & that it

is increasing every day in a wonderful manner—a perusal of the two Bulletins of

the proceedings of the Institute wh. have been published will give you the details

for two years of these accumulated & accumulating materials, & the unpublished

Records wh. go back for two j-ears will supply the rest—Mr. Markoe begs leave to

add that the MS. matter wh. accompanied the memorial to Congress, & wh. has

happily been placed in your hands, embraces a very condensed view, wh. he pre-

pared with great care & toil of all the contributions, donations & deposits which
have been made to the Inst, since its foundation in May 1840, up to March 1S44, &
of the names of the contributors, donors, & depositors. For a refutation of such

misstatements we refer you to these exact details, & sincerel)- hope that Congress

will publish them for its own information as well as for the information of the world

& as an act of justice to the Institute.

The collections referred to are in the great hall of the Patent office, at the Treas-

ury, War & State Depts., at Col. Abert's office & at the house of the Secretary of the

Inst. Besides wh. letters have lately been rec'd. announcing the approach of great

quantities of boxes of books, specimens of natural historj', & other miscellaneous

presents, from for. Govts. Ministers & Consuls of the U. S., from officers of the

Army & Navy, & from many Societies & individuals both at home & abroad.

In conclusion, while we invite scrutiny in any shape, we take the liberty of sug-

gesting our earnest & anxious wish to meet a committee wh. whenever appointed

will find us prepared to explain the character & merits of the Inst. & effectually to

defeat unfounded & irresponsible surmises.

With true regards, Yr. obt. humble svts.

Francis Markoe, jr.

J. J. AberT.

Imperfect & hasty statement of the collections & specimens, being either the

absolute property of the Institute, or specially deposited under its care. It is

believed, that the greater part of these, will eventually become the property of the

Institute ; many of them having already become so.

Minerals— ist. About 6000 miscellaneous specimens from all quarters.

2d. A complete collection of about 10,000 specimens.

3d. In addition there are about 190 boxes or collections, not examined or opened.

They are spoken of as "boxes" or "collections," because the donors used these

terms in their letters presenting them and they are accordingly so entered upon the

Journals of the Institute.

4tli. There are also 4 boxes of splendid minerals of Mexico, presented by His

Exc. Mr. Tonsel the Minister of War & IMarines of Mexico, and one box Mex.

Antiquities.

Fossils.—Upwards of 30 boxes and seven or 8 thousand miscellaneous specimens

& casts of rare fossils.
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Bints.— ist, 1368 separate specimens; 2d. nine large boxes, one of which contains

27 dozen skins of rare birds from Brazil.

Quadrupeds.—Between 4 and 500 specimens. Insects 74100 specimens, and more
than a dozen boxes besides not opened. Most of these in a deplorable condition for

want of fnnds to preserve & arrange them.

S/udts.— 162,8 specimens, & more than 20 boxes and one barrel.

An immense number of fishes, reptiles mollusca, et cetera. One donor, Lt. Ged-
ney, U. vS. N., gave upwards of 600 specimens & a large & rare collection of reptiles,

fishes &c. which composed a part of the munificent gift of Prince Momfanoi, of

Spain.

Coins, medals & medallions, antique & modern, embracing very many extremely
rare & valuable series, gold, silver & copper &c. ist. 573 specimens; 2d. seven boxes.

Maps and atlasses in great numbers; books & pamphlets, between 4 & 5000, many
very rare, sent by the Russian, French, Belgian, Brazilian & other governments, &
from Societies in various countries. About 1000 engravings, many extremely choice,

by the first Artists in the world, and several large boxes of books & engravings not
opened.

vSpecimens of woods, marbles, domestic manufactures, fossil teeth, megatherium
l)ones, Ancient vases & vessels, electrotyjDe pictures, mosaics, Egyptian & vSouth Sea
idols, large collections of liiunan quadruped & bird crania, antique masks, rare col-

lection of Indian dresses &c., daguerreotype pictures, corals & coralines, large col-

lection of dried plants from all parts of the world. Specimens of art implements
&c., and an infinite diversity of contributions of every description too complicated

6c various to enumerate.

The Columbian Institute's collection consisting of a large munber of books, works
of art, specimens of Nat. Hist., all which are now the property of the Nat. In.sti-

tute. Models of monuments, & of works of art etc. etc. Several hundred Indian

Portraits, and other paintings, many very rare & valuable & some the production of

the best masters.

vSkeletons, Antlers, Horns, Teeth, Bones & casts of various quadrupeds & other

animals.

Indian Musical & other Instruments & implements & Lithographic portraits &
drawings in great numbers.

Large collection of objects of Natural History, idols, fal)rics, anticjue works of art

(S:c. from Egypt and Africa, manyof great curiosity & rarity, from various persons, &c.
Collection of Statuary, busts & casts.

I^arge collection of trilobites & rare fo.ssils.

Dr. Franklin's printing press.

A collection of Bedouine war instruments, & a variety of oriental curiosities.

A series of fine Electrotype medals, embracing the British & French Sovereigns,

from William the Conqueror to Victoria, and from Pharamond to Louis Philippe.

It is scarcely possible, in reply to your note wh. calls for an innnediate answer to

enumerate further, but we don't depend on .so scant a list, given in terms necessarily

somewhat vague. We call special attention to the minute & exact detail given in

the abstract of the proceedings of the Inst, prepared by Mr. ]\Iarkoe, & wh. accom-
panies the memorial to Congress, where every thing will be found exhibited &
described. We believe that if the collections of the Inst, are not already as great in

value as those brought home by the Exploring P)xpedition, they will become far

more .so in a very short time. In American interest the Institute's collections far

transcend the other.

In aii.swer, apparetitlj' to a stibsequent inqtiiry from Mr. Marsh, as to

the amount of the subsidy desired by the Institute, the following sched-

ule seems to have been prepared. There is nothing, however, to indicate
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that it was ever submitted to Congress. It is of interest as showing the

state of expenditures contemplated for the National Museum nearly half

a century ago:

[Memorandum in Colonel Abert's hand.]

Dear Sir : In answer to }'our inquiry of this morning as to the probable amount
and the division of it which will be requisite to preserve and arrange the various

articles of natural history belonging to the National Institute, I have the honor to

submit the following views to your consideration :

One taxidermist, who should also be a scientific ornithologist and well versed

in natural historj' generally, per year $1, 400

One assistant 600

One entomologist, who should also be capable of arranging and naming the

reptilia i, 200

One assistant 600

One mineralogist i, 000

One assistant 500

One person in special charge of the articles, to watch over them, exhibit

them, etc., who should also be a mechanic 600

Two laborers—these should be men of some intelligence and some ability

in using tools, |i per day for each 730

Tools, implements, preserving liquors and ingredients, apparatus cases, and

other fixtures 2, 500

Freight, postage, stationery, and other contingencies i, 200

Arrearages due for freight, postage, printing, etc i, 500

II, 830
Hon. Mr. Marsh, May 18, 1844,

House of Representatives.

Notwithstanding the extraordinary efforts at this time made and the

favorable report of Senator Choate, Congress adjourned in the spring of

1844 without making any provision for the care of the collections of the

Institute.

Another effort was made in 1845. Senator Levi Woodbury, president

of the Institute, in the annual address delivered by him on January

15 in the Hall of the House of Representatives, made a most impressive

appeal to Congress. After urging prompt action in the matter of the

Smithson trust
—"a trust so sacred and imperative that a longer delay to

execute it might prove not a little derogatory to our national honor"

—

he continued:

vShould the plan for this not be speedily matured, including the use of the Institute

or its officers, then a grant at once of enough to defray the expenses attendant on

the good preservation and collection of the public materials in our charge seems

indispensable, and is believed also to be free from every doubt connected either with

expediency or the Constitution, as many of the collections now belong to the Gov-

ernment and all of them are vested in it when the charter expires, and may be forth-

with if desirable. What small sum then is granted for this object by the Govern-

ment is granted for taking care of its own property, the title of which is public, the

one public, the whole end and aim public ; and that act of duty done, we hope, by

the further help of our own contributions, with those of liberal friends of science
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elsewhere, by the continued and generous assistance of the ofilcers of the Army

and Navy, of our foreign ministers and consuls, as well as the members of Congress

and many in private life, I think it may be safely said we hope to advance still

farther and faster, till we render the Institute, in many respects, worthy its unri-

valed position and the growing country to which it belongs."

This was followed up by a memorial to Congress, which, having- never

before been published, is here presented," and which was favorably acted

upon by the Library Committee, who adopted the report sul^nitted by

Senator Choate concerning the similar memorial of 1S44. No action was,

however, taken.

Still another appeal was made ^ to the Twenty-ninth Congress, which

was presented to the Senate by Lewis Cass, and to the House of Repre-

sentatives by John Quincy Adams. This, too, was fruitless.

In 1S46 also, as we have seen, Mr. Ingersoll, always a faithful friend

of the society, endeavored to establish a connection between it and the

Smithsonian Institution in the administration of a National Museum, but

the effort failed at the last moment, and the Regents of the Institution

were not inclined to take advantage of the privilege of putting this

building as a wing to the Patent Ofhce, as they might have done.

In the organization of the vSmithsonian Institution the National Insti-

tute was practically left out of accoimt and the hopes of many years

were blasted. What was still more discouraging was that power had been

given to the new corporation to take possession of all Government collec-

tions in the custody of the Institute, on the possession of which its chief

claim to a subsidy was founded, and in connection with which a consid-

erable debt had been contracted,'' as is indicated by Mr. Rush's letter of

July, 1846.

In the
'

' Notice to the members of the National Institute
'

' which served

as an introduction to its fottrth bulletin, dated November 25, 1846, a

pitiful statement of the condition of the society is given:

More than a thousand boxes, barrels, trunks, etc., embracing collections of value,

variety, and rarity in literature, in the arts, and in natural history, remain on hand

unopened—the liberal contributions of members at home and abroad—of Govern-

ments, of learned and scientific societies and institutions of foreign countries and

of our own—and of munificent friends and patrons in every part of the world. Vox

the preservation, reception, and display of these, the Institute has neither funds nor

a suitable depository-^

This was a fatal condition of affairs, for the formation of a museum
was the one object which, out of the many specified, seemed to have

finally absorbed the energies and the limited income of the National

Institute.

' Annual address, pp. 33, 34. - Note E. ^ Note F.

* Colonel Abert estimated the amount in 1844 at |;i,5oo and it was now doubtless

greater.

5 Proceedings of the National Institute, 4tli Bull., p. 481.
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It had evidently been the behef of its chief promoters that if a museum
under the patronage of the Government and under the control of their

society could be firmly established in Washington, all the other ends

sought by them would follow in necessary sequence.

In accordance with this policy circulars had been sent out to the offi-

cers of the Army at distant ports asking their aid and pointing out the

manner in which the}' might be useful in carrying out the objects of the

Institution,
'

' and others to the governors of States and to the diplomatic

and consular representatives of the United States in foreign countries,

announcing that they had been made corresponding members, and invit-

ing their aid in the promotion of the objects of the Institution," and to

each member of Congress, with a request that he bring specimens of the

natviral productions of his district on his return to Washington.'

Washington, February 9, 1S41.

Sir : The National Institution for the Promotion of Science and the Useful Arts,

established at the seat of Government, is desirous of procuring specimens of the

natural productions of every portion of the United States, and for that purpose

respectfully asks your aid and cooperation. The district you represent doubtless

possesses many important minerals and vegetable productions, which might prove

of great value to the arts if they were generally made known. Specimens of such

productions being brought to Washington will not oidy advance the objects of the

Institution, but will prove advantageous to the country whence they come. They
will be described by the scientific members of the Institution, and their uses and
advantages pointed out, and the specimens exhibited to the public in its museum.
You are respectfully requested to bring with you, on your return, such specimens

as you may collect during the ensuing recess. Even a single specimen from each

metnber will be of great advantage to the Institution, and be thankfully received as

a tribute to science.

We have the honor to be, sir, yoti most obedient servants,

J. R. PoiNvSE'TT,

J. K. PauIvDing,

Diredors.
To the Hon. .

The assumption by a society of the important duty of organizing and

conducting a national museum would seem at the present time somwhat
strange, but it should be remembered that from the beginning it was
announced that all the collections made were the property of the General

Government, and that in the incorporation of the society by Congress all

the property of the corporation at the time of the expiration of its charter,

limited to twenty years, should belong to and devolve upon the United

States. Still more important a factor in the influence of the society was
the character of its membership, which included most of the leading men
in political, scientific, and literary circles, and had upon its list of officers

and directors such names as that of John Tyler, President of the United

States, and his Cabinet, an ex-Secretary of War, two leading Senators,

' Circular letter to members of Congress,
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Levi Woodbury, Peter Force, Colonel J. J. A1)ert, Colonel J. G. Totten,

and lyieiitenant M. F. Maury, Rufus Clioate, Abbott lyawrence, and

A. D. Baclie. Our Government functions were less centralized at that

time, and the policy of allowing; more scope to private effort in public

matters was similar in this instance at least to that which prevails in

Great Britain at the present time. It was not to have been expected,

however, that its authority should have remained long- unquestioned,

and in the end its lot was that which very fre(piently befalls those who
out of disinterestedness undertake, unasked, to forward the interest of

others. Thus, as Rush aptly put it, the merit of the Institute was

turned to its misfortune, and its "voluntary zeal" was thought totally

unworthy of recognition.

The various in\'itations to members of Congress, army and navy

officers, consuls, and citizens to collect and send in materials had, how-

ever, begun to bring in great quantities of material, antl the inal)ility

to care for these properly was the cause of the appeals for Government

aid, which, as time went on, grew more frequent and urgent till 1846,

when discouragement took the place of aiitici])ation, and the society'

fell into a condition of inactivity and apathy.

The real cause of the decline of the National Institute was simple

enough. Failing to secure grants of money from Congress, the societ}'

was overwhelmed by the deluge of museum materials which, in response

to its enthusiastic and widely circulated aj^peals, came to it from all

quarters of the world. The ainnial receipts from the assessment of

members were insufficient to pay for the care of the collections, and

although by virtue of the long term of its charter the collections were

kept together until 1861, there was little science and little energy mani-

fested in this administration.

In the archives of the National Museum there are a number of unpub-

lished papers which are of value as constituting a partial histor)- of the

collections during this period, and some of which appear to be worthy

of permanent preservation are here presented.

One of them possesses a melancholy interest of its own. It is a list

of the active members of the National Institute in arrears for dues up

to December 12, 1S43. The delinquents were 168 in number, including

nearly one-half of the names on the membership roll, and tlie total

arrearage amounted to ^1,300. No wonder that the managers were

discouraged, for this sum represented a like deficit in the assets of the

society, its only income being derived from membership fees.

From this time on, as we have already seen, the- .society languished.

In 1848 its cabinet was almost the only evidence of its existence. At

that time, however, an effort was made to resuscitate it, which seems

to have been partially successfid. The coming in of a new Adminis-

tration was in some degree beneficial, the President, Taylor, liavi;ig
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accepted the position of patron of the society, and some members of the

Cabinet proving to be friendly.

About this time the society seems to have regained its control of the hall

in the Patent Office, an apartment which now came to be known properly

as The National Institute—a name which it retained until the hall was

finally dismantled.

A visitor to Washington at the time of the inauguration of Taylor,

in 1849, has left a record of his impressions of the capital Q\\.y—at that

time still very crude and unfinished. "All that meets the gaze in Wash-
ington, except the Capitol and the Departments, seems temporary," he

wrote. "The city appears like the site of an encampment, as if it were

more adapted for a bivouac than a home," and then he goes on to

describe some of the principal characteristics of the city:

In the National Institution, like nearly all of our scientific and literary establish-

ments, as yet in embryo, sea quadrupeds from the Arctic zone, birds of rare plumage,

the coat in which Jackson fought at New Orleans, the rifle of an Indian chief, plants,

fossils, shells and corals, mummies, trophies, busts, and relics, typify inadequately

natural science and bold adventure. . . . The foundation of the long-delayed mon-

ument to him of whom it has been so admirably said that "Providence made him
childless that his country might call him father," the slowly rising walls of the

Smithsonian Institution, the vacant panels of the rotunda, the sculptured deformi-

ties on the eastern front of the Capitol, and the very coin, freshly minted from Cali-

fornia gold, awaken that painful sense of the incomplete, or that almost perplexing

consciousness of the new, the progressive, and the unattained which is peculiar to

our country.'

President Taylor placed in the custody of the Institute the Washing-

ton relics, and some other hopeful things occurred. The members gained

courage and proceeded to revise its constitution and by-laws, to vote to

print a quarto volume annually to be entitled
'

' The Transactions of the

National Institute,"" and to memorialize Congress for financial aid, and

to offer its services to the Government " as a referee in matters which

involve scientific knowledge and investigation."

In 1850, at the request of the Secretary of State, the Institute under-

took the appointment of the "Central Authority," a committee of

21 members to pass upon articles proposed to be sent to the World's

Fair of 1851 in London.

The needs of the Institute in 1850, as summed up in the Secretary's

report, were not extravagant—a medium of publication, a curator and

librarian, who were to be paid sufficient salaries to enable them to give

a considerable portion of their time to the work, new bindings for the

books, and more room for library and meetings.^

' 1849. Tuckerman, H. T. The Inauguration. The Southern Literary Messenger,

XV, pp. 236-240. Richmond, April, 1849.

= This series was never begun.

3 None of these, however, were realized, save for a short time the publication of

Proceedings in octavo in 1855-1857.
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At this time there were twentj'-seven paying" members of the society,

and its income was less than $150 yearly.'

Mr. C. F, Stansbury, the Secretary of the Institute, acted as its a.s^ent

for the World's Fair, and obtained there some specimens for its museum,

and in 1856 others were received from the New York Kxhil)ition.

It would appear from the records of this time that there was still a

Gallery of Curiosities in the Patent Office not in the custody of the

National Institute.''

In 1854 the Commissioner of Patents, for many years vested with a

measure of authority by the Library Committee, was given Ijy Congress''

the administration of the collections and authorized to employ keepers,

and a trifling appropriation was made, to be expended under the Depart-

ment of the Interior—an arrangement which continued for three subse-

quent years.

In 1857, the Smithsonian Institution having definitely accepted the

responsibility of caring for the national collections, all the articles depos-

ited with the National Institute were removed. In addition to these

there were numerous objects directl}' under the control of the National

Institute which the officers would not permit to be removed. There was

evidently still a lingering hope that Congress would make provision for

the care of the collections. In this .same year, 1858, another memorial

was sent to Congress, asking for an appropriation for preserving the

collections of objects of natural history intrusted to their care. This was

unfavorably reported upon by the vSenate committee (see Bibliography,

under Brown) and in the House was referred to the Committee on the

District of Columbia, whose report showed that
'

' the collections are now
in the Smithsonian Institution.

'

'

"

' The following letter will ser\-e to explain the nature of the ties by which a part

at least of the members were held to the organization:

Smithsonian Institution, January 5, jS^2.

My Dear Sir : I beg leave through you to thank the members of the National

Institute for the honor they conferred upon me by my election as one of the vice-

presidents, and to request that I may not be considered a candidate for reelection.

I shall continue to be a member and hold myself responsible for my portion of the

debt unavoidably incurred by the executive committee. It is my opinion that under

its present organization the Institution can not advance the cause of American

science, and that it may be productive of nmch evil.

I remain, very truly, your friend and servant,

JOSKPII IlKNRV.
Peter Force, Esq.

P. S.—I think it woidd be best to appoint a committee to inciuire into the state of

the Institution, and to advise as to what is to be done, and how the debts which have
been incurred are to be paid. J. H.

* Proceedings of the National Institute, new series, I, pp. 47,48.

3 Act of August 4, vStatutes, X, 552.

•Rhees, Documents, p. 653.
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Among' them were George M. Dallas, the first chancellor, at that time

Vice-President of the United States ; Chief Justice Taney ; Rufus

Choate, of Massachusetts; Robert Dale Owen, of Indiana; George P.

Marsh, of Vermont; Lewis Cass, of Michigan; Jefferson Davis, of Mis-

sissippi; James A. Pearce, of Montana; James M. Mason and William

Winston Seaton, of Virginia; John McPherson Berrien, of Georgia;

William C. Preston, of South Carolina; William J. Hough, of New York;

Alexander Dallas Bache, Superintendent of the Coast vSurve}^ and Gen-

eral Joseph G. Totten.

The Regents soon realized that in order to carry out efficiently the

trust which had devolved upon them, it would be necessary to decide

upon a definite course of policy, and to settle for themselves the inter-

pretation of certain of the provisions in the act of incorporation.

A committee was appointed at once to digest a plan to carry out the

provisions of the "Act to establish the vSmithsonian Institution," and on

January 25, 1847, this report was made, signed by Robert Dale Owen,

Henry W. Hilliard, Rufus Choate, and Alexander Dallas Bache, after

having made a ])reliminary report December i, which was recommitted

to the conunittee December 2 1

.

These dates are mentioned in order to afford opportunity for the remark

that in the interval between December i and December 21, Professor

Joseph Henry had been elected to and accepted the secretarj-ship of the

Institution, and that previous to his election he had submitted to the

Regents a sketch of a proposed plan of organization, which appears to

have been acceptable to the majority of the Board, and that in this sketch

were printed opinions which had from that time on a most powerful, and

in time a controlling, influence upon the policy of the Institution."

The election of Professor Henry w^as in accordance wath the view held

l)y the Regents, and expressed in the report of the committee, and even

more forcibly in the resolutions of the Board, that the Secretary nnist of

necessity become the chief executive officer of the Institution, and "that

upon the choice of this single officer, more probably than on any one

other act of the Board, will depend the future good name and success

and usefulness of the Smithsonian Institution."'

' At a meetinj^ of the Joint Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds in Fcbru-

ar}', 1865, Professor Henry said: " I have been from the first, now eighteen years, the

vSecretary or executive officer of the Smithsonian Institution. . . . Before my elec-

tion I was requested by one of the Regents to give a sketch of what, in accordance

with the will of Smithson, I considered should be the plan of organization, and after

due consideration of the subject there was not the least shadow of a doubt in my mind
that the intention of the donor was to found a cosmopolitan institution, the effects of

which should not be confined to one city, or even to one country, but should be

extended to the whole civilized world." (Rep. Com., No. 129, Thirty-eighth Con-
gress, second session.

)

^Report of the Organization Connnittee of the Smithsonian Institution, etc. Wash-
ington, 1847, pp. 18, 19. [Rhees, Documents, p. 941.]
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The choice of Professor Henry was by no means the unanimous act of

the Regents, and since in respect to personal quahfications he undoubtedly

fulfilled the requirements of the resolution passed by the Board previous

to the election of a Secretary, it is clear that some of the Regents did not

look with favor upon his plan of organization.

Of the 12 votes cast at the election December 3, 1846, 7 were in favor

of Professor Henry, and 5 for persons who had been officers of the old

National Institute, and closely associated with its policy.

A bare majority—for the change of one vote would have made a tie

—

then placed itself on the side of the Henry policy. In its report the

committee on organization speaks plainly of "two great conflicting opin-

ions" in the Board, for the harmonizing of which the "compromise" so

often referred to during the struggle of the following six years.

One party was in favor of devoting the larger part of the income to

the library and museum.

The other party favored rather the publication of scientific memoirs,

grants for the promotion of original researches, and the maintenance of

a lecture vSy.stem.'

The '

' compromise '

' consisted in the division of the annual income into

two nearly equal parts, to be applied to the two classes of expenditures,

$15,000 to library and museum and the remainder ($15,910) to publica-

tion, research, and lectures."

On one subject, however, the Regents seem to have been unanimous,

and to have given their opinion in the following resolution:

Resolved, That it is the intention of the act of Congress and in accordance with

the design of Mr. Smithson, as expressed in his will, that one of the principal modes

of executing the act and the trust is the accumulation of collections of specimens and

objects of natural history 3 and of elegant art, and the gradual formation of a library

of valuable works pertaining to all departments of human knowledge, to the end that

a copious storehouse of materials of science, literature, and art, may be provided,

which shall excite and diffuse the love of learning among men, and shall assist the

original investigations and efforts of those who may devote themselves to the pursuit

of any branch of knowledge.*

The great building which, by the terms of this charter, the Smith-

sonian Regents were requested to erect and pay for was to be '

' of suffi-

cient size and with suitable rooms or halls for the reception and arrange-

ment upon a liberal scale of objects of natural history, including a

'To the library and museum party belonged, without doubt. Senator Choate, Mr.

Owen, and probably Mr. Rush and General Totten, who were both devoted to the

interests of the National Institute. Mr. Bache was, I suppose, the leader of the

opposition.

^Report of Committee on Organization, p. 21. [Documents, p. 942.]

3 In this resolution for the first time the term "natural history " is given its proper

scope, as including not only zoology and botany, 1nit geology, mineralogy, and eth-

nology, although in the report of the committee a distinction seems to have been

made, probably for the purpose of better definition.

» Report of Committee 011 Organization, p. 20. [Documents, p. 942.]
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geological aud mineralogical cabinet, a chemical laboratory, a library, a

gallery of art, and the necessary lectvire rooms;" and this was coupled

with the accompanying provision, that, "in proportion as suitable

arrangements can be made for their reception," all objects suitable for a

nuiseum or gallery of art which the United States at any time might

possess shall be delivered to the Regents and shall be arranged in the

building.

The national collections then existing and those afterwards to accumu-

late were thus transferred to the governing board of the Smithsonian

Institution as a contribution from the United States to the resources of

the Institution, and were evidently intended in a certain way to counter-

balance the gift of James Smithson for the same purpose.

The intention of Congress is evident, and the law was almost manda-

tory in character. There was one phrase in the law, however, which gave

opportunity for adjustment of terms.

The provision that the delivery of these objects should take place "in

proportion as suitable arrangements could be made for their reception,"

was, it may be, intended to give the Institution time for careful and

thorough preparation. -This placed no limit upon the time for completing

the buildings, and indeed gave to the Board of Regents the right to indi-

cate the time when '

' suitable arrangements '

' could be made.

It was undoubtedly the wish of the members of the Twenty-ninth Con-

gress that the expense and responsibility of organizing and maintaining

a national museum should be transferred forever to the Smithsonian Insti-

tution, and it was,quite far from their intention that the public Treasury

should ever be called upon for aid.

Not only the National Museum, the National Library, and a national

chemical laboratory were thus assigned, but also the expense of keeping

up the previously neglected public park in which the Smith.sonian l)uild-

ings were to be erected. It was only b}^ accident that a national observa-

tory and an institution corresponding to the present Department of

Agriculture w'ere not added to the burden.

That was the day of small beginnings. The theory of our form of

government had not been settled in the minds of our public men, and

every new project brought up for discu.ssion in Congress became the sub-

ject of long and tortuous discussions. There were Congressmen who ten

years after the acceptance of the Smithson legacy were in favor of return-

ing the money to England to be given to any one who could legally take

it, while Andrew Johnson, of Tennes.see, in 1845, endeavored to over-

throw what had already been established and to substitute a
'

' Washington
Univer.sity for the benefit of the indigent children of the District of Colum-

bia, in memory of aud out of respect to George Washington, the Father

of his Country."

'

'Rhees, Documents, p. 489.

NAT MUS 97, PT 2 10
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The will of the Twenty-ninth Congress was not necessarily that of

the Thirtieth. Mr. Hilliard, of Alabama, made a bold and successful

stroke for the independence of the Board of Regents, and defeated a

motion to appoint a regular Congressional committee to supervise and

report upon their proceedings. This was a step toward securing the

recognition of the right of the Regents to interpret for themselves the

true meaning of the charter.

The next Congress was still less disposed to exercise a minute S}^stem

of control, and the Regents, through Senator Jefferson Davis, boldl}^

asserted that it was '

' improper for Congress to interfere with the adminis-

tration of a fund which it has confided to a Board of Regents not entirely

formed of members of Congress and not responsible to it.'"

The attitude of Professor Henry from the beginning to the end of the

thirty-one years of his secretaryship was singularly independent and out-

spoken. Having before his election submitted to the Board of Regents

a plan of organization which met with their approbation, he was elected

with the understanding that he was to carry this plan into effect.

He was from the beginning in a certain way the authorized interpreter

of the Smithsonian bequest, and, as everyone knows who has studied

the history of the Institution, his earnest and steadfast policy and the

wonderful clearness and force with which he explained his views, sup-

ported by his scientific eminence and his grandeur of character, gave

him a wonderful influence with the successive bodies of men who acted

as regents.

His influence from the very start was on the side of publication and

original research and in opposition to constant expenditure of what in

time he began to designate as "local objects."

His attitude toward museum and library, especially the former, was at

first a noncommital one. He proceeded slowl^^ evidentl)^ not from lack

of courage, but with the methods of a man of science, studying the

results of different courses of policy, and, when he expressed an opinion,

speaking from the standpoint of experience.

The history of the National Institution and its fate, hopelessly involved

and crushed to death by the weight of the collections and books which

had been given or lent to it, was constantly brought to his mind, for

the Institution was expected to take up this burden, with the prospect

of unlimited additions to its weight, and to bear it alone and perhaps

forever.

To him, and to the Regents also, it must have been evident that this

burden once assumed, the fate of the Smithsonian Institution would

eventually be similar to that of the National Institute.

More directh^ threatening was the evil of the immediate ab.sorption of

a large part of the income, to the detriment of the plans which seemed

to him more likely to accomplish the wishes of the Institution.

' Rhees, Documents, p. 509.
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The wisdom of Professor Henry's policy has been ahnost universally

conceded, and the success with which for thirty-one years he directed

the resources of the Institution toward the increase and diffusion of

knowledge compels the admiration of everyone who studies the history

of his life in connection with that of the Institution, and had done so

for many years before his death.

It is now evident that but for his conservative policy the history of the

Institution would have been comparatively insignificant.

In the light of subsequent events, it is safe to assert that in all proba-

bility had the Smithsonian Institution taken charge of the
*

' National

Museum" in the maimer proposed in 1846, the result would have been

even more detrimental to the Museum than to the Institution.

It did not seem so at the time, however, and for ten years the course

of the Institution was under the subject of criticism of a very serious

kind.

It is of course not essential to review at length the discussions which

took place within the first ten years between the officers of the Institu-

tion, in the meetings of the Regents, in Congress, and in the public

journals as to the authority of the Board of Regents and the Secretary to

deviate from a strict interpretation of the act of incorporation, which was
presumed to embody the will of Congress. There was a party who was
of the opinion that a large part of the income should be devoted to the

accumulation of a great general library and who fought boldly in defense

of this project. The conflict culminated in 1856 with the dismissal of

the librarian by Professor Henry, a Congressional investigation, and the

resignation of two of the most active Regents. The Board upheld the

Secretar}', and successfully maintained, both in House and vSenate, the

position that they as trustees of the Smithson bequest were not anicnal)le

to the advice or instructions of Congress and were' the only authorities

(lualified to interpret the meaning of the act of incorporation and the

intention of Smithson, the founder.

The immediate cause of this final outbreak was the repeal, in 1855, of

the resolution passed in 1846 dividing the income of the Institution into

two nearly equal parts for two specific objects, the advocates of a great

library being of the opinion that the spirit of this resolution had not been

regarded.

The resignation of Senator Clioate and Mr. Meacham and the unquali-

fied indorsement of the Secretary by the other members of the Board
greatly strengthened his position and enabled him to cope more success-

fully with the question of the admission of the Government museum to

the Smithsonian buildings, for the transfer provided for in 1846 had not

up to 1856 been definitely arranged for.

The history of the treatment of this matter is very important, since it

leads up to the origin of the present relationship existing between the

Government, the National Museum, and the Smithsonian Institution.
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The delay in the completion of the Smithsonian buildings afforded to

the Regents an opportunity for a gradual development of the plan of

organization. Until the building should have been furnished the resolu-

tion giving half of the income to library and museum was not obligatory,

nor was it possible for the custody of the Government museum to be

finally transferred.

The corner stone was laid May i, 1847, but the work was in progress

until 1855. The delay was evidently intentional, for in [September 27]

1848 Professor Henry, in an exposition of Smithson's bequest before

the New Jersey Historical Society, spoke as follows:

He regretted that in order to make provision for the accommodation of the Museum
of the Exploring Expedition, as directed by the act of Congress, so large an amount

of money was required for the erection of the buildings. The evil, however, which

would result from this is in a measure obviated by the plan proposed by Professor

Bache, and adopted by the Regents, viz, that of deferring the time of completing the

building, so that it might be erected in considerable part by means of the interest

of $240,000, which had accrued in interest on the original fund, previous to the

year 1846.'

As early as i S47 Professor Henry seems to have entertained the hope

of escape from the full acceptance of the terms of the charter, for in his

first plans, as finally submitted to the Regents, he expressed the hope

"that in due time other means may be found of establishing and support-

ing a general collection of objects of nature and art at the seat of the

general government, with funds not derived from the Smithsonian

bequest."

"

In the report for the year 1849, presented in 1850, Professor Henry

gave the result of his later observations and reflections, and for the first

time took his stand in opposition to the transfer, advancing the theory

that it was not obligatory on the Regents to take charge of the Govern-

ment collections. He wrote:

This law evidently gives to the Smithsonian Institution the museum in the Patent

Office, the conservatory of plants, and all specimens of nature and art to be found

in the several offices and departments of the Government. The act, however, can

not be construed as rendering it obligatory on the Regents to take charge of these

articles, if, in their opinion, it is not for the best interests of the Institution that they

should do so. Though one of the reasons urged upon the Regents for the immedi-

ate erection of so large a building was the necessity of providing accommodation for

this museum, I have been, from the first, of the opinion that it was inexpedient to

accept it.

This museum was collected at the expense of the Government, and should be pre-

served as a memento of the science and energy of our Navy, and as a means of

illustrating and verifying the magnificent volumes which comprise the history of

that expedition. If the Regents accept this museum, it must be merged in the

Smithsonian collections. It could not be the intention of Congress that an Institu-

tion founded by the liberality of a foreigner, and to which he has affixed his own

name, should be charged with the keeping of a separate museum, the property of

' Henry, Smithson's Bequest, p. 8.

= Second Report for 1847, p. 184 [reprinted as First Report in Report for 1853,

P- 139] ; Rhees, Documents, p. 958.
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the United vStates. Besides this, the extensive niuseuiii of the Patent Office woiihl

immediately fdl the space allotted for collections of this kind in the vSmithsonian

edifice, and in a short time another appropriation would be required for the erection

of another building. Moreover, all the objects of interest of this collection have

been described and figured in the vohuncs of the expedition, and the small portion

of our funds which can be devoted to a museum may be better employed in collect-

ing new objects, such as have not yet been studied, than in preserving those from

which the harvest of discovery has already been fully gathered.

The answer made to .some of these objections has usually been, that the Govern-

ment would grant an annual appropriation for the suj^port of the nuiseum of the

Exploring Ivxpedition. But this would be equally objectionable; since it would

annually bring the Institution before Congress as a supplicant for Government

patronage, and ultimately subject it to political influence and control.

After an experience of three years, I am fully convinced that the true policy of the

In.stitution is to ask nothing from Congress except the .safe-keeping of its funds, to

mingle its operations as little as possible with those of the General Government, and

to adhere in all cases to its own distinct organization, while it cooperates with other

institutions in the way of promoting knowledge; and on the other hand, that it is

desirable that Congress should place as few restrictions on the Institution as pos.si-

ble consistent with a judicious expenditure of the income, and tli'at this be judged

of 1)y a proper estimate of the results produced.

The Reg"ent.s and their Secretary were in harmony.

In the Senate, April 15, 1850, the discussion of the bill for the com-

pletion of the Patent Office btiilding elicited the following statement from

Senator Jeffer.son Davis

:

What the wants of the Patent Office are now is one thing, and what those wants

will be in a few years is another, and an entirely different thing. Not only from the

report of the last Commissioner of Patents, but from inspection, if anyone choo.se to

make it, and see the condition of things in that department, I think it may be denied

that there is room enough in the present building for the wants of the department.

If I undenstand the report of the present Connnissioner of Patents or the vSecretary

of the Interior, the argument against the want of further room by the Patent Depart-

ment is based upon the supposition that all which now belongs to the National Insti-

tute, all connected with the exploring expedition which now fdls the mu.seum of the

Patent Office, is to l)e transferred to the Smith.sonian Institution. That seems to be

the basis of the conclusion. Now, sir, I wi.sli to state to the Senate that Congress

has no power to impose upon that Institution the duty of taking charge of this col-

lection of the exploring expedition—we ma)' infer from their act— nor did they ever

intend to do so. They gave to that Institution the right to take all such curiosities

brought home by the exploring expedition, as might be desired for that Institution,

and I will inform the Senate that it is not the intention of the present Board of

Regents of the Smithsonian Institution to take charge of the museum of the Patent

Office, and the room appropriated to these curiosities will be reqiiircd hereafter as
now.

'

By its action in directing at this time the enlargement "of the Patent

Office, Congress appears to have accepted the ideas of Senator Davis, or,

as Professor Henry expressed it, "concurred in the opinions exprcs.sed

in the Senate by the Hon. Jefferson Davis, that it was a gift which ought
not to be pressed upon the In.stitution.'"'

'Rhees, Documents, p. 505.

*The National Museum, although the designation proposed in Mr. Inger.soll's

amendment to the Owen bill for the Smithsonian Institution was never legally sane-
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In his report for 185 1, Professor Henry, sure of his position, spoke

still more boldly. " It is to be regretted," said he, " that Congress did

not leave the entire choice of the plan of organization to those who were

to be intrusted with the management of the bequest."

These plain words were called forth by the fact that the building was
still unfinished, and that a large additional appropriation from the fund

was required to make it ready for occupation.

It is worth while to remember that his previous impressions of museums,

or at least of recent years, had doubtless been founded upon the cabinet

in the National Institute, which, before Professor Henry came to Wash-
ington, had iDecome completely torpid. Its collections, housed in a hall

not under its control, belonged to it only in name. The miscellaneous

assemblage of specimens in the hall of the Patent Office had been well

described in the Smithsonian charter by the name '

' National Cabinet of

Curiosities," for it did not deserve to be called a museum.

Professor Henry evidently had that in mind in protesting against "a
promiscuous collection," but for the first time explains that he does not

underrate "the (scientific) importance of collections in themselves."

The following quotation will show, however, that he was not so averse

to the museum idea as he had formerly been, although very doubtful as

to the advisability of accepting aid from Congress

:

The museum is to consist, according to the law of Congress, and the terms of the

compromise, of "objects of art, of foreign and curious research, and of natural his-

tory, of plants and geological and mineralogical specimens." It would, however,

be unwise in the Institution to attempt the formation of full collections of all these

objects, or, in other words, to form an establishment similar to that of the British

Museum. The whole income devoted to this object would be entirely inadequate.

The portion of the main building appropriated to the museum consists of a single

room, two hundred feet long by fifty feet wide. This space may be entirely filled in

the course of three years, without the purchase of a single article, if the means be

adopted which present themselves at the seat of government for making collections.

But when this space is filled, the accumulation of specimens must cease, or an addi-

tion be made to the building, which, to harmonize with the present edifice, would

involve a large expenditure. The question then arises, from what source is this

money to be obtained? It can not be derived from the annual income of the capital,

for this would cripple the more important operations. It may be said that Congress

will furnish the means; but this is relying on a very uncertain source, and the policy

of applying to Congress for any aid is doubtful.

Having said this much, it was easy to continue by expressing the opinion

that the Regents had been in error in supposing it necessary to put up a

building for the reception of the great museum of the exploring expedition

presented by Congress.

tioned, was understood to be under the charge of the Smithsonian from the time of

its incorporation. The museum clauses of the charter were so understood by the

first Regents and by Professor Henry, who, in his first programme of organization, in

1847, wrote: "When the building is completed, and when, in accordance with the

act of Congress, the charge of the National Museum is given to the Smithsonian

Institution, other assistants will be required."



Report of U. S. National Museum, 1897. Part II Plate 22.

Edwin Hamilton Davis.





The Genesis of tJie U)iitcd States N'atioual Museum. 151

The next 3'ear made some change in the views of Professor Henry, The
presence of his new assistant secretar}^ Professor Baird, and the evidence

of the collection that w^as now growing up under his own eyes, that

museums may be made important agencies for scientific discovery, had
perhaps increased his personal interest in such matters.

And again

:

Though the formation of a general collection is neither within the means nor
province of the Institution, it is an object which ought to engage the attention of

Congress. A general museum appears to be a necessary establishment at the seat

of government of every civilized nation. . . . Indeed the government has already

formed the nucleus of such a museum in the collections now in the Patent Office.

An establishment of this kind can only be supported by government ; and the

proposition ought never to be encouraged of putting this duty on the limited, though
liberal ])equest of a foreigner.

The Smithsonian Institution will readil}' take the supervision of an establishment

of this kind, and give plans for its organization and arrangement, provided it be

requested to do so, and the means for effecting the object be liberally supplied.'

In the report for the 5'ear 1852 Professor Henry definitely stated that

the Regents had concluded that it was not advisable to take charge of the

great museum of the exploring expedition," and also expressed the hopeful

opinion that "there can be but little doubt, that in due time, ample pro-

vision will be made for a librar}^ and museum at the capital of this Union

worthy of a Government whose perpetuity depends upon the virtue and

intelligence of the people." ^

In the report for the year 1853, presented January 14-Marcli 11, 1854,

another step toward the transfer of the museum is chronicled. Tlie Secre-

tary wrote

:

I have been informed b_v the Commissioner of Patents that the space now occu-

pied in the building of the Patent Office by the National Museum, is»imperatively

required for the display of models ; and he suggests that a part or the whole of the

Smithsonian building shall be purchased for the deposit of this collection. If Con-

gress will entirely relieve the Smithsonian fund from the expense of collecting and

maintaining a mviseum, a large portion of the present building would be unneces-

sary, and the proposition to purchase a part or the whole of it might properly be

entertained. The Smithsonian Institution, if required, would take the supervision

of a government museum, and would turn over to it all the specimens collected

after they had been examined and described. The importance of a collection at the

seat of government to illustrate the physical geography, natural historj^ and eth-

nology of the United States, can not be too highly estimated. But the support of

such a collection ought not to be a burthen upon the Smithsonian fund.-»

The year 1854 was the stirring one in the histor}^ of the Institution,

and little was done toward the transfer of the mu.seum. The great lower

hall, having been completed, was lying idle. The Smithsonian collec-

tions were rapidly increasing under the management of Professor Baird,

'Report for 1S51, p. 25. [Reprinted in Report for 1853, p. 227.]

-Sixth Annual Report, p. 252.

3 Idem, p. 253.

Eighth Annual Report, p. 11,
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of whose work in this direction more will be said later, and a considera-

ble number of Government collections had come directly into the custody

of the Institution—in bulk and value more extensive than those in the

Patent Office, those of the exploring expedition excepted.

In this year, too, the custody of the Patent Office collection was
transferred to the Commissioner of Patents, and an appropriation made
for their support.

In 1855, in his report, presented March i, 1856, the Secretary said:

The lower story of the main building consists of one large hall to be appropriated

to a museum or library. It is at present imoccupied, bi;t will be brought into use

as soon as the means are provided for furnishing it with proper cases for containing

the objects to which it may be appropriated.'

In another place he expressed the hope that Congress would in due

time relieve the Institution from the support of the building, and ulti-

mately appropriate the greater part of it to a national museum.-

This was the first time that the term National Museum was publicly

used by Professor Henry or in the reports of the Smithsonian Institu-

tion—a significant fact, and one which shows a step in the progress of

the museum idea and a revival of the plan promoted by the National

Institute from 1840 to 1846,

The fact that the Smithsonian museum, in itself, could now claim to

be the best general collection of natural history so far as North America

was concerned probably stimulated the Secretary's enthusiasm, for he

announced the fact in the report with evident pride.

In March, 1856, the subject of the removal of the collections from the

Patent Office was presented to the Regents by the Secretary, but the

minutes contain no record of their decision.

In the Secretary's report for 1856, presented to the Regents January

26-28, 1857, the matter came up again for remark, and Professor Henry,

as was his custom, spoke of the obstacles to the progress of the Institu-

tion caused by the restriction of the charter, and recurring to the museum,
said:

The adverse effects of the early and consequently imperfect legislation ought,

therefore, as far as possible, to be obviated; and this could readily be done, if Con-
gress would relieve the Institution from the care of a large collection of specimens

principally belonging to the government, and purchase the building to be used as a

depository of all the objects of natural history and the fine arts belonging to the

nation. If this were done, a few rooms would be sufficient for transacting the busi-

ness of the Institution, and a large portion of the income would be free to be applied

to the more immediate objects of the beqviest. Indeed, it would be a gain to science

could the Institution give away the building for no other consideration than that of

being relieved from the costly charge of the collections; and, for the present, it may
be well to adopt the plan suggested in a late report of the Commissioner of Patents,

namely, to remove the museum of the Exploring Expedition, which now fills a large

and valuable room in the Patent Office, wanted for the exhibition of models, to the

spacious hall of the Institution, at present unoccupied, and to continue under the

'Smithsonian Report, 1855, p. 15. ^Idem, p. 16.
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direction of the Regents, the appropriation now annually inade for the preservation

and display of the collections.

Although the Regents, a few years ago, declined to accept this museum as a gift,

yet, since experience has shown that the building will ultimately he fdled with

objects of natural history belonging to the general government, which, for the

good of science, it will be necessary to preserve, it may be a question whether, in con-

sideration of this fact, it would not be well to offer the use of the large room imme-
diately for a national museum, of which the Smithsonian Institution would be the

mere curator, and the expense of maintaining which should be paid by the general

government. The cost of keeping the museum of the Exploring Expedition, now in

the Patent Office, including heating, pa}^ of watchmen, etc., is about $^,<xy^i, and if

the plan proposed is adopted, the Institution and the Patent Office will both be 1)en-

efited. The burden which is now thrown on the Institution, of preserving the

specimens which have been collected by the different expeditions instituted by
government during the last ten years, will be at least in part removed, and the

Patent Office will acquire the occupancy of one of the largest rooms in its building

for the legitimate purposes of its establishment. It is believed that the benefit from
this plan is so obvious that no objection to it would be made in Congress, and that

it would meet the approbation of the public generally."

I can find no record in the minutes of the Regents, but have been

informed by Mr. W. J. Rhees, of the Smithsonian Institution, that an

urgent request for the u.se of the hall was made by the Commissioner of

Patents and the Secretary of the Interior, and that the Board decided to

grant this request on the condition that Congress should approjoriate

money for the construction of the cases and the transfer of the collec-

tions, and that the Secretary of the Interior shotild provide for the expenses

of the care of the collections after their transfer in the same manner as

before.

The question of the legality of the transfer of the collections was sub-

mitted by the Secretary of the Interior to the Attorney-General, by whom
it was held that the provision in the eighth section of the act of August

4, 1854 (10 Stats., 572), placing the collections under the control of the

Commissioner of Patents, and authorizing the employment by him of

keepers therefor, was designed to be temporary only, and that the act

e.stablishing the Smithsonian Institution, as well as that making the

appropriation in 1857, were to be regarded as indicating the purpose of

Congress respecting permanent provision for these collections.*

The appropriation of 1857, referred to by the Attorney-General, was
one giving $15,000 for the construction of cases and $2,000 for the

removal of the collections. (March 3, 1857 ; 11 Stats., 219.)

In commenting upon this action. Professor Henry, in his report for

1857, remarked:

At the last session of Congress an apjoropriation was made for the construction

and erection of cases to receive the collections of the United States Exploring Expe-
dition and others in Washington, and also for the transfer and arrangement of the

'Smithsonian Report, 1856, pp. 21, 22.

= Letter of Hon. William E. Vilas, Secretary of the Interior, to the vSecretary of the

Smithsonian Institution.
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specimens. This appropriation was granted in accordance with the recommendation

of the late Secretary of the Interior and the Commissioner of Patents, in order that

the large room in the Patent Office occupied by the museum might be used for the

more legitimate purposes of that establishment. We presume that the other part of

the recommendation will also be carried out, namely, that the annual appropriation

be continued which has heretofore been made for the care of this portion of the Gov-

ernment property. While, on the one hand, no appropriation should be made which

would serve to lessen the distinctive character of Smithson's bequest, on the other it

is evident that the government should not impose any burdens upon the Institution

which would impair its tisefulness or divert its funds from their legitimate purpose/

111 1853, by the act of Juue 2 (11 Stats., 301), an appropriation of

$4,000, " for the preservation of the collection of the exploring and sur-

veying expeditions of the Government," was made as a contingent

expense in the office of the Secretary of the Interior.

The nianagement of this appropriation and of all which followed it

from 3'ear to year was always placed entirely in the hands of the Secre-

tary of the Smithsonian Institution.

In the report for 1858 Professor Henry gave the following concise his-

tory of the relations of the Smithsonian Institution to the national col-

lections :

It will be recollected that by the law of Congress incorporating this Institution

"all objects of art and of foreign and curious research, and all objects of natural

history, plants, and geological and mineralogical specimens belonging to or hereafter

to belong to the United States which may be in the city of Washington, in whoseso-

ever custody the same may be, shall be delivered to such persons as may be author-

ized by the Board of Regents to receive them."

The law thus giving to the Smithsonian Institution all specimens illustrative of

nature and art to be found in the several offices and departments of government was

not construed as rendering it obligatory on the Regents to accept these objects if

they considered it expedient to do so. Inasmuch, then, as this collection was neither

essential to the plan of organization nor directly subservient to the comprehensive

purpose of the donor in regard to a world-wide benefit, it was the ultimate decision

of a majority of the Board that it ought not to be accepted and that no part of the

donation ought to be expended in the care of property belonging to the government

of the United States.

Previous to the discussion of this question it had been assumed that the Regents

were under an obligation to take charge of the museum, and, on this account prin-

cipally, a large and expensive building had been thought necessary. After it was

settled, however, that the Regents were not bound to accept this trust, the work of

construction was carried on more slowly, with a view at once to secure certain

advantages to the building itself, and to increase the principal by funding the interest

of the money which would be absorbed by its completion.

In the meantime a very large amount of specimens of natural history had accunm-

lated at the Institution from numerous exploring parties sent out by the general

government ; and as these collections had been made under the direction of the

Institution, and their preservation was of the highest importance to the natural

history of the country, it was finally concluded that if Congress would make an

appropriation for the transfer and new arrangement of the articles then in the Patent

Office, and continue the annual appropriation previously made for their care and

' Smithsonian Report, 1857, p. 14.
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exhibition while in charge of the Commissioner of Patents, the Institution wonld,

under these conditions, become the curator of the national collections. This propo-

sition was agreed to by the government, and the contemplated transfer has accord-

ingly been made.

It is believed that this arrangement will be mutually beneficial to the I'atent OITice

and the Institution, since the former will be relieved from a duty scarcely compatible

with the design of its establishment, and will gain possession of one of the largest

rooms in the city for the exhibition of a class of models to which the public have not

previously had ready access; while the Smithsonian Institution will l)e able to pre-

sent to the strangers who visit Washington a greater number of objects of interest,

and appropriate that portion of the large building not required for its own most

important operations to a useful purpose.

The cost of keeping the collections at the Patent Office, including fuel, was about

|;4,ooo annually, but the Regents might with justice have asked for an additional

amount sufficient to paj'^ the interest on the cost of that portion of the edifice occu-

pied by the museum. It was, however, thought more prudent to restrict the appli-

cation to the sum above mentioned, and to request that the appropriation might be

continued under the charge of the Secretary of the Interior, thus obviating the

necessity of an animal application to Congress by the Institution itself.

The cases at present required for the accommodation of the collections have been

constructed at a cost within the appropriation made for that purpose; and the Insti-

tution is indebted to Hon. J. Thompson, Secretary of the Interior, and Hon. J. Holt,

Commissioner of Patents, for the use of glass sash and shelving no longer needed

in the room which formerly contained the museum in the Patent Office, but which
have been applied to good purpose in supplying deficiencies in the Smithsonian

building. The Regents are also indebted to Thomas U. Walter, esq., architect of the

United States Capitol extension, for the beautiful design of the cases, and to Edward
Clark, esq., architect of the Interior Department, for the inspection of the work dur-

ing its progress and the examination of the accounts presented by the contractor.

In order to increase the capacity of the large room appropriated to the collection,

the cases have been arranged in two (stories, forming a series of alcoves, and a gal-

lery on each side. By the adoption of this plan space can be provided for double
the nimiber of specimens which were exhibited at the Patent Office.

A considerable portion of the collections has been arranged, and a taxidermist

emplo)-ed to repair the specimens of zoology which have been damaged, and to pre-

pare for exhibition others which have not previously been mounted. The nuiseum
will soon be an object of continued and increasing interest to the inhabitants of the

city and to strangers who visit the capital of the United States.

An assent to the arrangement above stated for taking charge of the government
collections is by no means inconsistent with the regret exjjressed in previous reports

that the law of Congress directed provision to be made from the Smithsonian fund for

a public museum and library. It must be evident to any one who attentively studies

the past history of the operations of the Institution that the interest of the money
expended on the building intended for this purpose would have been much more
efficiently applied in the development and publication of new truths. But, in all

cases where many views are to be consulted, the question is not merely what ought
to be, but what can be accomplished. From the first there has existed a clear con-
ception of the means by which the idea of the donor could be best realized, and the
aim of the majority of the Regents has constantly been to approximate, as nearly as

the restrictions of Congress would allow, to the plan originally proposed. The policy

has been invariably the same, and the present reputation and generally acknowledged
success of the Institution are the result of this undeviating course.'

' Smithsonian Report, 1858, pp. 13-16.
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The portion of the Smithsonian income which can be devoted to a museum, and
the 14,000 per annum appropriated by Congress, would not together be sufficient to

establish and sustain a general collection of specimens of the natural history of the

world. It will, therefore, be the policy of the Institution, unless other means are pro-

vided, to confine the collections principally to illustrations of the products of the

North American continent. For this purpose efforts have been made, principally

through the various exploring expeditions, to obtain a large number of specimens

of all the species of the different kingdoms of nature found in North America; and
at this time the collection under charge of the Institution is more extensive in num-
ber and variety than any other which has ever before been made relative to this por-

tion of the globe. It is not in accordance with the general organization of the

Institution to form a museum of single specimens, interesting only for their rareness,

but to collect a large number of specimens of each species, particularly of such as

have not been described, and to distribute these among the several naturalists who
may have the industry, ability, and the desire to study them; the primary object of

the Institution, namely, the increase of the existing sum of knowledge in this case,

as in all others, being kept prominently in view.

The Institution has now become the curator of the collections of natural history

and ethnology of the government, and by law is empowered, as it appears to me, to

make the same disposition of the materials contained in these collections as it does

of those procured at its own expense ; the design will be to render the specimens

in the greatest degree serviceable to the advance of knowledge. The nuiseuin now
consists of the following collections, of which, according to Professor Baird, about

one-fifth were brought from the Patent Office :

First, those of the naval expeditions; second, those of the United States geological

surveys; third, those of the boundary surveys; fourth, those of surveys for railroad

routes to the Pacific; fifth, of miscellaneous expeditions under the War and Navy
Departments; sixth, those of miscellaneous collections presented or deposited by socie-

ties and individuals; and, lastly, of an extensive series of the results of explorations

prosecuted by the Institution itself. By far the greater portion of the whole has been

made under the stimulus and immediate direction of the Smithsonian Institution. A
number of the special collections are still in the hands of those to whom they were

intrusted for scientific investigation and description. The arrangement of the cases

and the disposition of the articles intended for public exhibition has been a subject

requiring considerable thought and experiment. It was jiot only desirable to obtain

the largest amount of space for the accommodation of the articles, but, also, to arrange

the whole so as to harmonize with the architectural embellishment of the large hall

and thus to produce a proper aesthetical effect.'

In 1859, the Guide Book, unofficial yet issued by an official of the staff,

was published with the words '

' Guide to the Smithsonian Institution

and National Museum" on its cover, and about this time the words
'

' National Museum of the United States
'

' were painted over the door of

the exhibition hall.

Congress did not, however, give legal sanction to the use of this name
until nearly twenty years later, when providing for the erection of the

new building to receive the collections given to the Smithsonian Institu-

tion at the close of the Centennial of 1876.

Washington, February, 18pi.

Smithsonian Report, 1858, pp. 40, 41.
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NOTE A.
January i, 1842.

To the Honorable J. C. SpEncer and

The Honorable A. P. Upshur.

GenTIvEMEN : The undersigned, a committee on behalf of the National Institution

for the promotion of science, have the honor to submit to your consideration tlie

following facts and remarks.

In a law of the 2otli July, 1841, there is a provision in these words :
" For the pur-

pose of enabling the Secretaries of the War and Nav}' Departments to place in a state

of safe preservation the specimens of natural history which are now deposited in

their respective offices, or which may be brought there resulting from surveys of tlie

unexplored regions of our own country, or from the exploring expedition now in

the South Seas, by the authority and at the expense of the United States or other-

wise, a sum not to exceed five hundred dollars."

And in a law of March 3, 1S41, there is another appropriation "for defraying the

expense of transporting to the City of Washington and of arranging the collections

made by the Exploring expedition, five thousand dollars."

These laws are considered as having determined the principles which should

govern in such cases.

First, that the expenditures should be made under the direction of the Secretaries

of the W^ar and the Navy Departments, and

Second, that the collections vshould be brought to Washington and be arranged

there.

In the discharge of these duties, the Secretaries of the two Departments named,

directed the collections referred to, to be delivered to the care of the National Insti-

tution, for the purpose of being arranged under its supervision.

On these accounts, as well as because of your position of Directors of the Institu-

tion, we have now the honor of addressing you.

The first appropriation of $500 was expended under the personal superintendence

of the Secretary of War, he approving all accounts. The second, under that of the

Secretary of the Navy. But in the course of the business this duty assmned the

following form:

The society appointed a committee to supervise the arranging of the collections.

It was the duty of this connnittee to suggest the expenditures and emplo3'ments

which it considered necessary, to examine into the accounts, and if it found the

same to be correct, to recommend them to the approval of the Secretar}-. Under
this system the ajipropriations have been expended, and the Institution is now with-

out further means.

It is proper to remark that the entire collections of the Institution, as well in books

as in specimens of natural history and of the arts, and as well those deposited by
the Government, as those given by individuals and other Institutions and from for-

eign governments, will in the end belong to the United States, there being a pro-

vision to that effect in the constitution of the Institution. The whole can, therefore,

with propriety be considered as public property.

With this brief exposition we shall now lay before you the state of the affairs of

the Institution in reference to the collections, deposits, gifts, and expenditures.

The entire collection is deposited in the upper rooms of the Patent Office; it con-

sists of

—

Donations from foreign governments.

Donations from other institutions, foreign and domestic.

Donations from ministers and consuls abroad, and from officers of our army and
navy.
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Donations from individuals and from members of the Institution.

The Iowa collection of mineralogical and geological specimens, made by R. D.

Owen, Esq., under the direction of the Treasury Department.

The collection of mineralogical and geological specimens which had been in

deposit in the Bureau of the Corps of Topographical Engineers.

The collection of portraits of distinguished Indians, and the collection of Indian

curiosities which had been on deposit in the War Department.

The :ninerals, books, papers, and personal effects of the Smithsonian bequest.

The two shipments which have been received from the Exploring Squadron, con-

sisting of minerals, specimens of natural history, works of art, implements of war,

and curiosities.

The books, minerals, and works of art belonging to the late Columbian Institute.

The books, papers, and proceedings of the late American Historical Society.

Cabinets and specimens, deposited by members in trust, lor public use.

It can not be said that these materials are now arranged. The space which has

been appropriated to the temporary use of the Institution—the eastern half of the

upper room of the Patent Office— is entirely insufficient for such a purpose, as well

as the means and time which have been devoted to them. But as more just concep-

tions in those respects, as well as the value of the collections, will be derived from

an exhibition in detail of the latter, it will now be laid before you.

About 1,000 volumes of books and numbers of pamphlets.

About 50 maps and charts.

About 500 castings in plaster, medals, and seals.

Ten pieces of statuary, marble, or plaster.

One hundred and sixt3'-eight paintings.

About 1,600 bird skins, of which rather more than 400 have been cleaned, stuffed,

and mounted, and deposited in cases, but which yet require ej^es and to have labels

properly written and affixed. They also require to be scientifically arranged, the

first labor being necessarily limited to the preparing of the skins and putting them

under the protection of cases. It may be proper to remark that to clean, stuff, and

put in position six bird skins a day, is the greatest result from the labors of an expert

and experienced taxidermist, and that so much can be done only with skins in good

order and of moderate-sized birds. Much less is the most that can be done with skins

that have been twisted and for a long time closely packed, or with skins of large

birds or of quadrupeds, a single skin of a large bird often requiring from one to

two daj's.

About t6o skins of quadrupeds, about 50 of which have been stuffed, set up, and

put in cases.

About 200 glass jars have been filled with mollusca, fishes, and reptiles, but these

yet require to be divided into more jars and to be arranged, classified, and named;

and there yet remains 2 barrels and 10 kegs of wet and soft specimens, which have

not been opened, except to replenish, when necessary, the preservative material.

There are about 50,000 botanical specimens, embracing many that are extremely

rare and entirely new. An able botanist, Mr. Nvittall, who has had the examination

of this collection, pronounced it equal, if not superior, to any in the world, of the

kind and from the same regions. He was for a short time employed to aid in the

arranging of the specimens, and assigned them to orders and genera, but they yet

require the greater labor of specific distinctions.

There are about 3,000 specimens of insects, the greater part of which have been

arranged in genera, but yet require the further and more laborious arrangement into

species. A large collection of insects, said to be one of the finest of Europe, has

lately arrived in New York, to be placed in deposit in the Institution for the benefit

of the public. It is from that well-known and eminent naturalist, C. F. Castleneau,

Esq., a member of the Institution. We have also notice of a collection of minerals

being on its way from the School of Mines of Paris, as a present to the Institution.
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There are probably several hundred thousand shells, constituting a mass of from 30
to 40 bushels, all valuable and many of them very rare, entirely new, and extremely

beautiful. With these nothing has yet been done 1nit to open the boxes and clean a

few of them. Many conchologists have pronounced this the finest collection in tlie

Ignited States. It will require nuich labor and time to arrange it.

About 500 coralines haveljeen cleaned and partially arranged. About 30^) starfish,

echini, radiati, etc. , have received a like attention ; also, about 100 .sponges and about

2,000 Crustacea. And there are yet many more specimens of these, .several Innidred,

which have not been examined.

About 50 fi.sh .skins. These are yet in the same condition as when received.

About 7,000 specimens of minerals are placed under the protection of ca.ses, 1)iit

require a great amount of labor to arrange and label. There are also upwards of 50
boxes of mineralogical and geological specimens which have not been opened.

Accessions are daily made to the collections of the Institution in the form of dona-

tions, and we are now looking with some an.xiety for additional shipments from the

Ivxploring Squadron. Nor can it be doubted that when the Squadron returns, it will

be freighted in value and number of specimens equal to all it may have .sent home
during its long and interesting voyage.

Already the specimens which have been placed in cases, nearly fill the space, one-

half of the upper room of the Patent Office, which the liberality of the Secretarv of

State a.ssigned temporarily to the use of the Institiition
; but these specimens are of

necessity in a crowded .state of imperfect arrangement. And the specimens now on
hand, when put up and jjroperly displayed, will fill the whole of the room. We
already, therefore, and with much reason, anticipate being straitened for space.

The occujjation of our present place is al.so merely temporary. The room will in a
few years be required for the purposes for w^hich it was erected. This consideration

necessarily affects the character of the labors of the Institution in reference to the
collection, which can not fail to partake of the character of its occupation of the
room, and in consequence its labors are limited to such as are necessary and prelim-

inary to a permanent and scientific arrangement.

The .same consideration has influenced the employment which has been authorized.

The committee to which this matter was intrusted by the Institution, did not feel

authorized to recommend to the department having charge of the ap])ropriation any
.system which should involve the Government in a lialnlity for one day beyond the
enduring of the appropriation.

The appropriation has become exhausted, but the persons employed have contin-

ued their labors under the hope that the great work upon which they have been
engaged and which has progressed with such flattering activity, will not now be
abandoned. These pensons are :

H. King, Esq. , Curator of the Institution, who has the general care of the collections

which have been intrusted to the Institution, and who is held responsible to the
Institution for their safekeeping. His particular attention has been devoted to the
minerals, mollu.sca, echini, radiati, .spongia, and cru.stacea, and to the construction
of the cases, procuring of the glassware, and other requisite materials. His compen-
sation was fixed at first at I3 per day, but afterwards, in consequence of his being
at much expense for trips he had to make to Philadelphia, New York, and Boston,
and being liable to such trips in the execution of his duties, it was raised to I5 per
day.

I. R. Town.send, Esq., taxidermist. His duty is to dress, .stuff, prepare, and ar-

range the -skins. His compen.sation is ^^3 per day.

Mr. Nuttall, who was employed on the botiinical specimens at I3 per day. He is

not at present in employ, having other engagements.
One as.si.stant, Mr. Pollard, at 51.50 per day.

One other assistant, who is also a good mechanic and arranger, :\Ir. Vardin, at

$1.50 per day.



l6o Memorial of George Broivn Goode.

One messenger and laborer, at |i per day.

The occasional employ of laborers and :nechanics.

All of the appropriations not required for these employments have been expended

for cases, glassware, and other necessary contingencies to such an establishment,

the accounts and vouchers for which have been duly rendered.

As before remarked, these arrangements are but temporary, nor are they com-

mensurate to the :nass of labor which has to be done, or to the just expectations

which are entertained in reference to it. More force must be employed and more

yaried talent than the means appropriated have enabled the Institution to command.
With the experience which has been acquired, the committee will, if desired, under

the correcting hand of the Institution, submit to your consideration their views in

reference to the expenditure of an}- future appropriation.

The funds of the Institution are of two kinds.

First, the amount derived from the annual tax upon members.

Second, the amounts appropriated by Congress.

The first is necessarily small, from the few members liable to the tax, and the

amount of it, for each, |5 per annum ; and it is expended for rare and necessary

books, necessary printing, cases, and other contingencies.

The second has as yet been no more than $5,500, and has been expended in the

manner and for the purposes before indicated. We are now, however, without means,

and were it not that the individuals employed continue at the labor in the hope that

the government will continue its patronage to its own property, the work of prepa-

ration and arrangement would be suspended, as the most the Institution could do

from its own funds, would be to employ some one to take care of the collection.

The object of the Institution is to " increase and to diffuse knowledge among men. '

'

Its time and whatever talent it possesses are faithfully devoted to it. But its mem-
bers have occupations, private and public, which can not be neglected, and they

have not the wealth for voluntary contributions. We are therefore obliged to look

to the Government for aid in finids. In other countries, where, although public

spirit may not be, individual wealth is so much greater, no institution of the kind

has ever succeeded without government patronage. How much more necessary,

then, is such patronage with us. And the more justifiable and necessary will this

patronage appear, when the reflection is made, that the greater part of the property

under our care already belongs to the government, and that all donations, collec-

tions, and purchases by the funds of the Institution, must by our constitution event-

ually take the same course. The Institution is but a curator for the government,

voluntarily bestowing its time and talents to objects which can not fail to increase

national fame, to elevate national character, and to promote the design of the great

philanthropist to "increase and to diffuse knowledge among men."

We therefore respectfully but confidently address you as Directors of the Institution

and as heads of the Departments under which former appropriations were expended

and solicit your efforts to obtain further government aid.

There are two points to which we are anxious to draw your particular attention.

One is an appropriation from Congress for preparing and arranging the government

collection; the other for additional space. The first is absolutely necessary, for as

before remarked, former appropriations are exhausted, and the work must be aban-

doned, if more is not granted. We consider that about |2o,ooo is required for the

active and correct prosecution of the work during the year 1842. More labor must

be applied, and more varied talent be employed; and we believe it will not be

expected that these requisites are to be obtained without a proper consideration.

The committee pledge themselves to a faithful superintendence of the expenditures,

and to a faithful account of it.

The second is equally necessary. We want space properly to exhibit the speci-

mens. We acknowledge that our occupation of the half of the room assigned to the
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Institution is but temporary, and that we must look forward to the period when the

whole room will be required for other purposes; and while our occupation is of this

character, we are also, and everyone nmst be, impressed with the conviction that

our arrangements can not assume that scientific and permanent character which will

be their ultimate condition. Our present labors must therefore be preliminary to a

permanent and scientific arrangement, laJ)ors, however, not lost as they would be

necessarily under any circumstances. But to execute these properly more space

is required, and also the uncontrolled occupation of the whole room. This space is

the more necessary from the very preliminary character of j^resent labors, as the

room has to be a workshop as well as an exhibition room. We make this request

from a thorough conviction of its necessity, and from the belief that if granted

it would not incommode the Patent Office. And to prevent misapprehension, we
will take this opportunity to state that from the superintendent of that office, the

Institution has received those accommodations and facilities which might justly be

anticipated from a gentleman of his known urbanity and intelligence.

J. J. Abert,
A. O. Dayton,
Francis Markok, Jr.,

Co})i}nitlee.

NOTE B.

REPORT UPON THE MATERIALS IN THE INSTITUTE.

By Doctor Pickering, Doctor Dana, Doctor Hale, and Mr. Brackenridgb.

On the 1 2th of September last I received the charge of the collections of the

National Institute; and the Hall was soon after placed at my dispo.sal by an order from

the State Department. My time has since been chiefly occupied in general plans of

arrangement and accommodation, in reviewing the collections of the Exploring ICxpe-

dition that had been alread)^ opened, opening those recently received and ticketing

and taking an accoinit of them. The larger portion has now been gone through

with, and deposited in the allotted cases, but not yet rendered intelligible by means
of labeling and arrangement. I should expect, however, some branches of the zoo-

logical collections, not yet unpacked, and a portion of the botanical yet to arrive. I

am not prepared at present to make a full report on the proceeds of the Exploring

Expedition, but have only to offer a few remarks relating generally to the objects

under my charge.

The interior arrangement of the Hall is not altogetlier such as I should have origi-

nally recommended; but the cases being already completed, it remainsonly to conform

to the plan, as far as practicable. By lining the walls with cases, there will be suffi-

cient accommodation for the present collections of the In.stitute, including those of

the Exploring Expedition, and the specimens of American manufactures already

within the walls. At the same time there is no provision for future increase in any
department, much less for any new objects that may be contemplated. There is no

room for a geological series of the United vStates, for a library, a gallery of the fine

arts, etc.

The persons at present employed are :

Mr. Varden, having the immediate supervision of the Hall and fixtures.

Mr. Dana, having charge of mineralog}' and geology, and also of corals and Crus-

tacea.

Mr. Brackenridge, having charge of the greenhouse and all botanical collections.

Messrs. Townsend and Pollard, taxidermists, also having charge of the ornitho-

logical department.

NAT MUS 97, PT 2 II
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Mr. Falconer, carpenter; constantly occupied, etc.

Mr. Campbell, messenger and general assistant.

All have thus far given entire satisfaction.

I am not aware that any increase of force is necessary. There is, hov^^ever, one

Department on which, from the destructible nature of the objects, we are unable to

bestow the requisite attention. I allude to that of entomology. We have on deposit

the extensive and valuable collection of Count Castleneau, and should be ashamed

to allow it to perish in our hands. The collections, too, of the Expedition, though

not so extensive as was perhaps expected of us, and in part lost with the Peacock,

yet it is believed, include materials that in competent hands, might be the means of

eliciting facts worth preservation; and having a wider bearing than may be supposed

by those who have not duly weighed the relationship of the different parts of crea-

tion. Our gatherings in this branch derive a further consequence from our being

able to connect them with the vegetable products of the widely separated islets of

the mid-ocean and other unfrequented regions it has been our rare fortune to visit.

The collections in conchology have only in part been opened (viz, up to the time

of our leaving the Fiji Islands), and no portion properly arranged and exhibited;

neither at the present moment can any space be allotted for this purpose. When
fully displayed, it is believed that those interested in this branch of science will not

be disappointed as to their extent and value.

For the ornithological department, and the dried skins of other animals, I must
refer to the accompanying list; promising, however, that there are besides many
interesting specimens in osteolog}', both of man and the inferior animals.

Of specimens in spirits brought by the Expedition, we number 208 jars, containing

insects and minor objects in zoology, not less in all, than 4,000 different species; and

895 envelopes of larger specimens. These last include about 900 different species of

fishes and 200 of reptiles, making a total of 5,100 species in spirits, exclusive of the

Crustacea noted by Mr. Dana.

For the botanical department I must refer to the accompanying extract from a

report by Mr. Brackenridge. I inclose also reports on the drawings made during the

cruise of the Ex[ploring] Squadron, by Mr. Drayton and A-gate ; on the mineralogical

and geological collections, from Mr. Dana ; and a paper on the philological depart-

ment, I obtained from Mr. Hale, who happened accidentally to be in town. As Mr.

Hale has not enumerated the collections in this latter branch, I will here specify

them more particularly. The Institute now possesses, exclusive of

—

Thirty-six volumes and pamphlets, and a large bundle of newspaper files ; histor-

ical documents, all printed at Ivima and Chile, which may not properly come under

this head.

Grammar of the Quichua language, which is still the vernacular in the mining

towns of the Peruvian Andes.

Ten tracts in the language of the Society Islands, printed in part at Tahiti.

FUeven tracts in the Samoan language, from the Mission Press at those islands.

Printed specimens also of the Fiji and New Zealand languages, including New
Zealand Testament.

Sixty-three volumes and pamphlets in the language of the Sandwich Islands,

including the entire translation of the Bible, printed at those islands by the Amer-
ican Mission Press ; accompanied also with specimens of engraving by native artists,

one of which in particular, viz, a general map of the islands, would do no discredit

to the state of the arts at home.

A Japanese book (apparently a religious work) and other writings, believed to be

entirely unique in this covmtry.

The original Tagala grammar, printed two centuries ago at the Philippines, and

giving an account of that alphabet, now extinct ; the more interesting, as this is one

of the most remote points to which the invention of letters appears to have pene-

trated—before, at least, the modern improvements in navigation.
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Nineteen volumes of Malay manuscripts ; in all probaljility the finest ct)llection in

existence.

Eleven volumes of Bugis manuscripts. (A note says: "The only font of Bugis

type in existence belongs to the American board of Missions at Singapore.") The
Bugis are very proud of their literature, and are now the most prominent people in

the East Indian Archipelago; for the peculiar geographical features of that vast

region would seem to preclude the division into nations, which obtains in other parts

of the globe.

A Bali grannnar. (What follows is derived from other sources than the Expedi-

tion.
)

Leaves from a Bali book, presented by Mr. Thomas II. Gillis.

A Siamese book.

Several slabs of hieroglyphics from Central America, l)y Mr. Ru])el, United States

consul, La Gviayra.

Coptic books, by Mr. [George R.] Gliddon, late consiU at Cairo, and
Egyptian antiquities and hieroglyphics, by the same; which are specially worthy

of notice, and give a juster idea of the style of the works of that wonderful people

than could be acquired from plates. Some of these fragments have long Ijcen wanted
in this country, and will be looked at with the more interest as the extraordinary

and authentic annals disclosed by them become more, generally known.
I will not now enter into an account of the implements, arts, and manufactures of

the various people we have visited. We flatter ourselves, however, that these will

prove not the least important part of the collections. I will refer now only to the

interest with which we should look upon some such relics of the tribes who once
inhabited our Eastern waters; whose race has disappeared ere its history was written.

When posterity shall demand of the present generation, as men of intelligence, .some

account of these people, what will be forthcoming? It is generall}- to be feared only
that which is written in imperi.shable stone—a few stone hatchets and arrowheads.
With regard to our Western tribes, better things are to be hoped for, although

they have already lost some of their arts and native ingenuity from intercourse with
civilized man. The collection of implements, already within the walls, is quite

respectable, and the extensive series of their portraits from the War Department may
well deserve the term of a National Monument.
Some national depository has long been wanted where individuals could place,

under the care of Government, any object they may happen to possess, in nature or
art, that is rare or instructive, calculated to improve and elevate the mind, or fur-

ni.sli materials for new deductions.

The same observations would apply to a national library. Individuals would
hardly think of making donations to the Congressional Library; neither would for-

eign societies. Yet two of the finest li])raries of our country—indeed, so far as their

sphere extends, I would term them of u higher grade than the rest—have been got
together exclusively by donations. I would not by any means be understood to
undervalue the Congressional Library, and the very judicious selections that have
been made for it of late years. But shall we always be content with the love of

mere England, herself by no means in the first rank in every branch of knowledge?
We look in vain in any part of our country for a full as.semblage of French, German,
Italian, Swedish, Danish, Spani.sh, Portuguese, Oriental, or hardly classical literature.

I have omitted to mention that the property of the Institute is at present very
much exposed to depredation. From 6 to 9 a. m., and also after 5 p. m., the Hall is

left entirely unguarded, and might be entered with the utmost ease. I would pro-
pose that a day watch be set over the Hall and building, as about other public edifices.

Respectfully submitted.

Charles Pickering,
Curator of tlic National Institute,

Washington, November 22, 1S./2.
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BOTANICAL DEPARTMENT.

Among the various branches of science which it is the object of the National Insti-

tute to encourage, disseminate, and exhibit for the benefit and improvement of man-

kind, perhaps none claims its attention so much as botany. By the study of this

science we learn the uses of trees, shrubs, and plants, whether medicinal, nutritious

as food, or useful in the arts. The beneficial effects its study produces on society,

or on those who pursue it, by softening down the asperities of our nature, and lead-

ing the mind to contemplate objects of a higher order than the mere»gratification

of ordinary amusements—which appears to have been the view taken of it by all

civilized nations.

The National Institute through the Ex[ploring] Expedition, possesses one of the

most extensive and varied botanical collections, from the numerous places which

the Expedition touched at, that is yet known to have been accumulated during any

voyage of similar character. This collection has not yet been arranged or set up
according to any particular system, whereby it can be referred to conveniently, but

rests in the Institute in mass. Whenever a set of specimens of the whole is classified

and arranged systematically, there will still remain a great number of duplicates to

dispose of to institutions of a similar character, either in exchange or otherwise, as

the Institute may think fit.

There is also another point connected with botany to which the scientific world

has of late years turned their attention, viz, the geographical distribution of plants

over the surface of the globe; also the altitude or the heights at which certain tribes

appear and disappear. On this point the collection could furnish the best information,

as many of the specimens were found at a height of 16,000 feet above the level of the

ocean. The herbarium it is proposed to put up in neat bands and arranged in cases

after the manner of a library.

The Institute has also come into possession of a collection of rare and highly inter-

esting living plants, brought home also by the Expedition, which has since received

several additions in return for seeds distributed from the same source; also a few

donations of other plants from various quarters. For their preservation, a green-

house, 50 feet long, and partitioned into two apartments, has been erected on the lot

behind the Patent Office. The number of species in cultivation amounts to 500, and

with duplicates of the same, there are about 1,100 plants in pots, over and above

those now coming up from seeds. As it is expected that donations will frequently

be made, and as the plants we now have will be increasing in size, the present house

by another year will hardly suffice to contain them. The propriety also of having

a lot of ground fenced in where these plants could be set out during the summer
months, and which could also be used for the raising of ornamental trees, shrubs,

and other hardy plants, which may come into the possession of the Institute, is

strongly urged. The meagerness of our parterres and shrubberies evidently shows

that additions are wanting for ornamental gardening.

It would also be a receptacle for proving all samples of fruits, flowers, and escu-

lents that may from time to time be presented to the Institute, there being, so far as

I am aware, no public establishment of the kind in existence in the Union. Officers

of our Navy and consuls residing in foreign countries might do a great deal in intro-

ducing fruits, vegetables, and flowers; and whenever it is known that such an estab-

lishment exists, there is every reason to anticipate donations, where the country in

general is to be benefited by such an enlightened and commendable scheme. A
nucleus once formed, with a gradual accumulation of stock, and a steady persever-

ance in its support and furtherance, we might, at some not very distant day, vie with

the mo.st celebrated establishments of the same kind in Europe. The progress of the

benefit to be expected must be, like the undertaking, slow but sure, and the effects

will soon become evident to every enlightened citizen,
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The following is a list of plants, or number of species in the herbarium, collected

at the various places visited by the Expedition:

l/ow Coral Islands (in all) 27

Sandwich Islands 8S3

Oregon country i, 218

California 519

Manila 381

Singapore So

Mindanao 102

Tulu Islands 58

Mangsi Islands 80

Cape of Good Hope 330

St. Helena 20

Total number of species. • 9, 674

Madeira 300

Cape de Verde Islands .' 60

Brazil 9S0

Patagonia (Rio Negro) 150

Terra del Fuego 220

Chile and Chilean Andes 442

Peru and Peruvian Andes 820

Tahiti 288

Samoa, or Navigator Islands 457

New Holland 789

New Zealand 398

Lord Auckland Island 50

Tongatabu 236

Fiji Islands 786

The number of seeds brought and sent home by the Expedition amounted to 684

species, the most of which have been sent all over the country. Several cases of live

plants were also sent home, of the existence of which there are no traces. The live

plants brought home by the squadron amounted to 254 species, and these now form

part of the greenhouse collection.

Wm. D. Rrackp;nridgk.
November, 1842.

report of mr. dana.

The inadequacy of the space in the Hall of the Patent Office at present allotted for

the departments of geology and mineralogy, becomes daily more obvious, as the

extent of our collections is better known. The spacious hall is a noble one for the

purpose to which it is devoted; but so many distinct sciences claim a share of the

room, that onl)^ a small area can be .set apart for any one of them. The collections

of the Exploring Expedition .swell out beyond our expectations, and when fully

arranged there will be room for little else.

The packages of mineral and geological .specimens already opened occupy three of

the cases in the Hall, and there are yet seven or eight boxes uiitouched. These

Expedition collections include suites of .specimens from the following countries

and i.slands;

1. Brazil, illustrating especially the deposits of gold and gems in the great mining

di.strict of Minas Geraes; also the structure of the comitry about Rio Janeiro.

2. Rio Negro, Patagonia, where the extensive pampas of La Plata, and the Ter-

tiary deposits upon which they rest, afforded us a series of interesting specimens,

exhibiting the character of these great prairies of the south, and the salt lakes that

abound over them.

3. Orange Bay, Terra del I'uego, where terminates the great chain of the .'\ndcs.

A .species of fossil and the nature of the rock deposits, appear to afford sufficient

evidence of the similar and consentaneous origin of this portion of the chain with

the Andes of Chile and Peru.

4. Chile and the Chilean Andes. The mountains were twice ascended by parties

from the Expedition, and specimens obtained, in addition to the rocks of the coast,

and ores from copper mines.

5. Lima and the Peruvian Andes, affording us gold and .silver ores. The summit
of the Andes was passed by a party of officers, and among their collections is a

fossil Ammonite, a large extinct .species of shell, obtained at a height of i6,cxx) feet.
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6. Oregon. The collections illustrate the rock formations of Northwest America,

including the lignite or coal deposits of the Cowlitz and Fraser River, the sand-

stones and clay slide occurring at intervals from Puget Sound into California, afford-

ing numerous organic remains of shells, echini, fish, etc., and the granites, basaltic

rocks, limestones, ores, etc., of the Territory.

7. Upper California.

8. The Sandwich Islands. A region of volcanoes of various ages from the great

gulf of Ivua Pele, where lakes of liquid fire still boil, to the lofty mountains of the

western islands of the group, which in the lapse of time have been so shattered by
convulsions and worn by an abrading sea, rains, and running water, that no distinct

trace remains of the vent or vents that ejected the successive layers of basaltic rock.

On account of this difference of age in the several parts of the group, we have not

only complete collections of modern lavas, but others illustrating the operations of

these fires for ages back. The late eruption of June, 1S41, is well illustrated by
numerous specimens from its lavas or scoria, and from the sand hills and new beach

formed as the lavas entered the sea. The tops of the high mountains of Hawaii,

each about 14,000 feet in elevation, have also contributed to the collections, through

the exertion of the officers of the Vincenncs, who were long engaged in explorations

on this island.

9. Navigator or Samoan Island^, a region of ancient basaltic mountains and extinct

craters, some of whose twisted lavas and scoria seemed to be of quite recent origin.

10. Society Islands, of similar structure, but with fewer evidences of modern vol-

canic action.

11. Fiji Islands, also basaltic and containing some boiling springs.

12. New Zealand, combining the craters, active and extinct, boiling springs, and

volcanic products of the other Polynesian islands, with granite rocks, sandstones,

and shales, and deposits of coal.

13. New Holland, the collections from the coal region, including the fossil vege-

tation, and from the subjacent rocks which abound in organic remains, is probably

the most extensive that ever left the country.

14. Philippine Islands, a region of granite and talcose rocks, sandstone, shales, and

limestone, with mines of gold, copper, lead, and coal, besides containing one of the

largest active volcanoes of the East Indies, and many extinct craters, boiling

springs, etc.

15. Sooloo Sea, a region of numberless extinct craters or volcanic mountains and

abounding in coral reefs.

16. Singapore.

17. Cape of Good Hope.

18. St. Helena.

19. Cape Verde.

20. Island of Madeira, mostly consisting of basaltic rocks, tufas, or lavas, and

remarkable for the grandeur of its mountain scenery, and the richness of its vegeta-

tion.

21. The South Shetlands, which afforded large masses of sal ammoniac.

22. Rocks and earth from the Antarctic land, taken from icebergs in its vicinity—

principally granite, basalt, and a red, compact, quartz rock or sandstone.

To these should be added the collections from numerous coral islands, which include

not only specimens of dead coral rock, the material of the islands, but also various

living corals now growing about their shores. We leave the corals for the present,

as they require separate remark.

The above will give some idea of the interest that attaches to the Expedition

collection.

Besides the three cases in the Hall, to which I have alluded, two others are all

that, with due regard to the other departments, can be set apart for the sciences of

geology and mineralogy. There are already large collections of minerals waiting to
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be arranged, to which Colonel Totten has generously added his entire cabinet.^Tlie
extensive collection which accompanied the Smithsonian bequest has been often

noticed, and we pass it by without further remark at present than to testify to the

beauty and interest of its specimens. In addition, there are 27 boxes from the Iowa
Territory, enclosing specimens from the lead and copper mines, and others elucidating

its general geological structure, collected by the able geologist of that region, Mr.
D. D. Owen. A fine suite of Ohio fossils has been received from Mr. Locke, of Cin-

cinnati, comprising numerous species of trilobites. A rare collection of bones of

mammoth size, the remains of a megatherium, an extinct animal, was lately obtained

atSkiddaway Isle, Georgia, and y thelibertyof Doctor Screven, of Savannah, are now
in the Hall. Other packages have been received from M. C. Buck, William A. Irvin,

Robert Brown, Captain R. Latimore, I). A. Buckley, of Jacksonville, Illinois; Fr.

Markoe, jr., of Washington; J. M. Allen, of Albany; M. vStrong, of Vermont; Martin

Johnston, INIr. Ziegler, Joseph Willett, of Maryland; J. I. Greenough, Professor U.

Parsons, Mr. Mecklin, of Maryland; G. R. Gliddon, consul in Lvgypt; W. L.'Ames,
of New Jersey; Doctor J. H. Caustin, C. D. Barton, of New York City; William M.
Mitchell, of Virginia; Doctor Lewis Sayinsch, and O. Root, esq., of Syracuse, New
York. Specimens are constantly arriving, and now, after the late circulars issued

by the several Departments of Government to our military and naval ofTicers and
consuls, they may be expected in still greater numbers.

After arranging the expedition specimens, there will be one case and a part of

another for all the mineral collection, the Iowa geological specimens, and the many
others in our possession. With the exception of the minerals, for which there i.s

scant room, the whole must remain closed.

The importance of these sciences, and the interest of the country in its mineral

resources, make it desirable that .some plan like the following should be adopted,

and as soon as may be carried into execution: There should be a complete collection

of minerals, systematically arranged, comprising specimens from all countries, and

illustrating fully every branch of the science. For geology—in the collections of

which are included rock specimens, fossils, soils, and whatever may illustrate the

formation of our globe, the changes in its progress, its present condition, and min-

eral or agricultural resources—I would suggest that, in addition to cases for foreign

geology, there be a special case set aside for each State in the Union, to contain

specimens of all its productions, mineralogical and geological. This plan car-

ried out, a single walk through the Hall would convey the information of years of

travel; the mineral wealth of each State would be open for inspection, and the

nature of their productions and their comparative value might at once be read off.

Those interested in coal explorations would find here the series of rocks which, in

other States or regions, are associated with this mineral and indicate its presence ; and

near by those rocks also which by .some resemblance have so often led to fruitless

explorations ; the true and the false might be readily compared, and, with the definite

information contained, treatises on this subject, before scarcely intelligible, could be

read with profit. The same with the ores of iron, copper, lead, gold, silver, etc., and

the various materials used in building, .soils, etc.

Such an arrangement, embracing within its plan every part of our country, will

enlist exertions as widely extended ; and we may confidently believe that the titles

New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, etc., inscribed on the respective cases, would not

long stand over empty shelves. Indeed, for .some States, a second and a third case

might soon be required. The Iowa case could now be filled and a commencement
might be made with the case for New York, also that for Ohio, Virginia, Maryland,

Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and New Jer.sey. As geological .surveys are in progress

in many vStates, or have been completed, there will be little difficulty in general in

obtaining complete suites for the National Institute. The corals in the Hall, with few

exceptions, were received from the I'lxploring I^xpedition. The collection is exten-

sive and possesses peculiar interest inasmuch as the species are mostly from seas that
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have seldom contributed to the cabinets of this or any country. The various cruises

of the vessels among the numerous Pacific islands afforded unusual opportunities for

the collection and examination of these singular forms of animal life, and much that

is novel has been brought to light with regard to the structure of coral islands, the

growth of corals, the nature and forms of the animals that deposit them (of which
a large collection of drawings has been made), besides discovering many new species

and correcting some errors in former descriptions. The number of species brought

home is not less than 250, and if to this be added the smaller corallines it will

amount to above 350, besides 50 species of still inferior grade of organization, the

sponges. The corals now occupy two cases, which are barely sufficient to receive

them. A separate case of West India corals might soon be filled, as we may expect

large collections through the exertions of the officers of the Navy cruising in those

seas. It would be quite important that these productions from the opposite sides of

our globe, the East and West Indies, be kept separate.

The beauty of these collections is sufficient of itself, as is believed, to engage the

attention and more than a passing glance or hasty word of admiration. But their

interest is greatly enhanced when it is considered that thousands of square miles of

land have been added to our globe by the labors of the minute coral builder, and
that seas have been studded with islands that otherwise would have remained a waste

of waters.

Before closing this communication I may add a word on the Crustacea in the Hall,

which department fell into my hands in the expedition and comes uiider my charge

also at the Institute. The collection now arranged includes about 650 species, nearly

all of which are from the Exploring Expedition. The whole number of species col-

lected and examined during our cruise is not far from 1,000, more than half as many
as the whole number known. Of these, 500 and upwards, have been figured ; and not

less than 450 out of the 500 are new species, besides many others in the collection not

yet particularly examined. About 250 species are oceanic and belong to genera of

which not over 30 species are known, affording, as is thus seen, a great number of

novelties to be brought out in the publications of the Expedition. The most of these

oceanic species are microscopic, generally less than a tenth of an inch in length.

Although so minute, they sometimes swarm in such numbers as to give a red tinge

to the ocean over large areas. While at Valparaiso, the sea for miles to the south-

ward appeared as if tinged with blood, owing to the myriads of these minute Crus-

tacea. Some species are so transparent that, vinder the microscope, all the processes

of vital action, the motion of every wheel in the complex organization of animal

life is open to view, exhibiting many novel facts, curious and important to the

physiologist.

The arrangement of the Expedition specimens may be completed in the space that

we now occupy, but the addition of such American and foreign specimens as will

gradually collect around this nucleus will finally extend the collection over double

its present area.

Very respectfully,

James D. Dana.
novkmber, 1842,

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOLOGY AND ETHNOGRAPHV.

One of the sciences which have of late years attracted an increasing attention, and
one which from its subject would seem to claim a peculiar regard, is what may be

termed the Natural History of the Human Race, or, as vSome have named it, anthro-

pology. It divides itself naturally into various branches, possessing distinct names
of interest, and requiring different methods of study. One of them, and that, perhaps,

to which the Institute will be able to contribute most largely, treats of the manners
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and customs of the various nations and tribes of mankind, as indicating the char-

acter and the grade of civilization wliich is to be ascribed to them. Travelers in

Egvpt inform us that, from the representations of objects and views pictured on the

monuments of that country, one may obtain a clear and probably accurate idea of

the mode of life of the ancient inhabitants, and can thence form a better conception

of their national characteristics than from all the works of historians. The natives

of most countries, particularly those less advanced in civilization, possess no mon-

uments of this kind, which may be copied or transported into our midst, like those

of Rgj'pt. But one ma}' have the very implements and inanufactures which those

pictm-es would represent, the canoe and net of the fisherman, the bow and javelin

of the hunter, the spear and clul), the helmet and 1)uckler with which the warrior

went out to meet his enemy; we may have the clothing, the domestic utensils, the orna-

ments for the dance—in short, enough to show the state of the arts, the daily habits,

and the ideas of comfort and prosperity existing among particular people. Among
the collections of the Exploring Expedition deposited with the Institute will be

found nearly all the articles of native manufacture in use among two tribes of dis-

tinct race, the New Hollanders and the Fijians; those of the former number about

a dozen, while the latter yield several hundreds. A single glance at the two collec-

tions will give a clearer idea of the wide difference existing 1)etween these tribes

than any description.

In tracing the migrations of a people and the connections of distant l)ranches, the

comparison of arts and social habits may, if pursued with caution, be an important

guide. A person knowing nothing of our language or liLstor}-, who should visit the

United States, after having traveled in Europe, would have little doubt from which
country of the latter our ancestors proceeded. The islands of the Pacific are peo-

pled by two distinct races, the one having a yellowish brown complexion, with

flowing hair; the other a dusky skin, frizzled or wooly hair, and features approach-

ing the African type. There is not in the climate or nature of the islands which
they respectively inhabit any reason why their habits and mental characteristics

should differ. Yet we find that the art of pottery and the use of the bow are

common to all the islanders of the latter or dark-skinned race, without exception,

while they are entirely unknown to the former, except where they have been ac-

quired in late times from the other. We must, therefore, presume that these arts w'ere

brought by the du.sky tribes who possess them from the original seat whence they

have emigrated. These observations will show that the articles of this description

preserved by the Institute are not to be regarded merely as amusing toys or as objects

of idle curiosity, l)ut possess an important scientific value.

Another department of this study relates to the physical varieties of tlie liinnan

race. In .stature, in complexion, in the nature of the hair, and the shajic of the cra-

nium the differences that prevail between various tribes arc very striking. Some
have supposed it po.ssi1)le to cla.ssify all these varieties luider these principal divi-

sions or races, while others have believed them to be so numerous and to fade into

one another by such insensible gradations as to set all classification at defiance.

vStill there can be no doubt that every di.stinct people possesses a peculiar cast of

countenance and style of complexion and feature, what is commonly called a

national physiognomy, and that .separate tribes and nations, descended from the same
.stock, preserve in their physical characteristics the traces of their connnon origin.

Knowing, as we do, that the influence of climate and manner of life is powerful in

nio(lif3-ing the constitution and personal appearance of those subjected to it, a ques-

tion of the highest importance arises as to the extent to which this modifying power
may be effective. Some have supposed that all the peculiarities which distinguish

the varieties of mankind have had their origin in this influence of climate and
.social habits, while others have con.sidered the power much more limited, and main-
tain that these peculiarities have existed unchanged as they were originally stamped
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on the progenitors of the different races. These opposite views are supported at the

present day by writers of the highest authority, and as the question is evidently one

to be settled not by reasoning so much as by observation, every fact bearing on this

point merits to be recorded. The Institute possesses a small collection of crania,

obtained by the Exp[loring] Expedition, which will afford some useful results, and

the series of Indian portraits due to the War Department may be considered, in

this respect, invaluable.

A third division of this study is comparative philology or the science of languages.

Speech has been called the first and highest development of human reason ; it is

also the clue by which we trace more evenly than by any other means, the affiliation

of tribes and the relationship which exists between different nations. By the com-

parison of languages we can prove that nearly all the nations of Europe—whether

of Celtic, or Latin, or German, or Sclavonic origin—are not only closely allied one to

another, but belong to the same stock with the inhabitants of Persia and Hindustan.

By the same means we ascertain that a race of Malay origin has peopled all the

islands of Polynesia. Modern philologists have discovered that the natives of Amer-
ica, from the arctic sea to Cape Horn, speak languages which, though dissimilar in

words, possess a striking grammatical resemblance—like different metals cast in the

same mould.

In the pursuit of this interesting study, the importance of obtaining vocabularies

of the languages spoken by secluded or newly discovered tribes is easily seen.

Manuscript works in language of which little is known are also of great value for

the investigation of their grammatical structures, and the collection of East Indian

manuscripts brought home by the Exploring Expedition may be signaled as possess-

ing unusual interest. The Institute is not less indebted to Mr. Stephens for the

monumental slabs from Central America, covered with those remarkable hieroglyph-

ics, which are now awaiting the appearance of some new Champollin to unfold

their mysterious purport.

In search of these departments of ethnographical science, all persons whose pur-

suits bring them in eontact with many varieties of one kind, and in particular the

officers of the navy in foreign stations, have an opportunity, by obtaining and trans-

mitting articles of native workmanship—crania or mummies of particular tribes, and

vocabularies or manuscripts of languages little known—to add materials to the gen-

eral stock, which may hereafter be of invaluable service to the scientific investigator.

H. HAI.E.
November, 1842.

OUTLINES OF THE ETHNOGRAPHICAL COLLECTIONS, CHIEFLY
FROM THE EXPLORING EXPEDITION.

NEW HOLI.AND.

Buckles, or small narrow shields.

Boomerangs, the singular missile, often described.

Waddies or clubs.

The throwing stick, adjutant for throwing javelins.

Beads or wampum, made of the stem of a grass, etc.

FIJI ISIvANDS.

War clubs of various patterns, and the small war clubs used as a missile.

Bows and arrows, slings.

vSpears, both for war and fishing.

Wooden idols, oracles, headdress of priest, sacred cava cuji, etc.

Wigs, combs, turbans, etc.
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Pateras or cava bowls, dishes, etc.

]\Iattiiig, and baskets of various patterns.

Pottery—water vessels and for cooking.

Musical instruments, consisting of Pandean pipes, nose flutes, war conch, and

drum.

Mosquito nets, fans, fly brushes, wooden pillows.

Stone adzes.

Fishing nets and lines, cordage, etc.

Dresses for females, of various and some brilliant colors.

Armlets and necklaces in great variety, neck ornaments, headbands.

Tapa, or cloth, also cf great variety of patterns in the stained figures.

SAMO.A. ISLANDS AND TONGATABU.

These islands, in common with the other Polynesians, have evidently derived their

arts mostly from the I'ijis. Their implements as we recede become less numerous,

with often much diversity in the model. I note only

—

Arrows for catching pigeons, of the Samoa Islands.

Models of the single canoe.

Models, large, double Tonga canoe, used for distant sea voyages.

Rasps of shark's skin, for working wood, common to many Polynesian islands.

TAHITI.

We obtained very few things at Tahiti, where native implements are becoming
rare. We saw no weapons of the original stamps.

SANDWICH ISLANDS.

The same remarks apply in a good measure to this group. Native ingenuity dis-

appears when brought in contact with civilized man, and with a knowledge of

money the bark-beaten cloth of the South vSeas gives place to calico at 10 cents a

yard. We obtain here, however, more extensive collections. I mention only

—

The large calabashes, used as baskets to carry burdens, and found so convenient
by all travelers.

Tapa, in imitation of European patterns.

Models of canoe.
'

Feather ornaments—the yellow is the favorite color here.,

MARQUKSAS ISLANDS.

Specimens of the ingenious carving of these islanders, procured many years ago,

were presented by Mr. Demester.

LOW OR rOMOTKlC ARCHIPKLAOO.

These lonely coral reefs present attractions only for this amphibious race of

people. Implements of the same pattern with other Polynesian, but nuich ruder.

There is no longer any stone for hatchets, and a piece of shell is substituted, while
a crooked root serves for a handle. There is no bark suitable for making cloth or
tapa, and their clothing consists exclusively of matting.

PKNRHYNS ISLAND.

The same remarks will apply to Penrhyns Island, with its wild and impetuous
inhabitants; but, being covered with cocoanut trees, it is nuich more populous, and
the implements obtained show neater workmanship.
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NEW ZEAI^AND.

Still Polynesian, but much variation in the style of their manufactures and orna-

mental carving. Their cloaks, made of New Zealand flax, a beautiful article.

Neck ornaments of green-colored stone or jade. The thin, slender club, or wooden
sword (used with both hands), almost their only weapon prior to the introduction of

firearms, etc. #

KINGSMII,!^ ISI.ANDS.

A remarkable change in most things from the Polynesians. Long-pronged .spears

set with sharks' teeth ; as likewise swords of different lengths. Woven coats of mail

and cuirasses for protection. A porcupine iish for a cap. Natural fishhooks of

crooked roots, etc. A very large and interesting collection of the implements of

these coral islands was lost in the Peacock.

EAST INDIES.

Models of Malay proas.

Krisses or seymetars, spears and shield, battle-axes, musical instruments.

TERRA DEI, FUEGO.

The collection is nearly complete, though the articles are so few in number.

Bows and arrows, the latter, singularly enough, the most beautiful we have met
with—flint head.

Bone-headed fish spears, likewise bearing a strong analogy to those of our northern

Indians.

Seal-skin quivers, slings, paddles, and necklaces.

PERU.

Our collection of antiquities is quite respectable
;
pottery, cloth, nets, plastering,

etc., from the ancient graves. I must also particularize the headdress of "the last

of the Incas," presented by Mr. Sweetzer.

OREGON AND NORTHWESTERN COAST.

Our collections here were full.

Paddles, models of canoes, etc. , some of former ornamented with different colors.

Carved combs, the conical, woven, and painted hat (the same pattern is used

throughout East India).

Bows and arrows, the heads of bone, flint, and now iron ; almost their only weapon,

except now knives.

Variovis grotesque wooden masks.

Dice, made of beaver's teeth, wooden decoy-duck.

Model of cradle showing the mode of flattening the cranium, for which the Chi-

nooks are so famous.

Model of fastening a child to a board and carrying on horseback.

Pipes of wood and bone, imitating steamboat, hotises, and other fashions of civi-

lization.

Stone pipes, representing grotesque figures of original pattern.

Carved stone saucers, some well worthy the attention of those who think genius

only the offspring of civilization.

Ornaments of dentalium shells ; snowshocs.

Blankets and belts, of native weaving.

Feather blankets.

Cloaks of vegetable fiber ; nuich after the New Zealand pattern.

Leather or buckskin dresses, moccasins, belts, etc.

Beautiful membrane cloaks, and baidare (covered skin canoes) of farther north.
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CALIFORNIA.

A race of diflferent origin is seen in the clifTerent style of manufactures, ornaments,

and woven baskets for carrying water and cooking ; others richly ornamented with

feathers, plumes, ear ornaments, beadwork.

Bows and arrows of the usual American pattern ; war spears headed with bone.

Feather dress for a sort of priest or devil.

The arrow-proof cuirass and hemispherical cap of the vShasta Indians.

C. PlCKKKING.
November, 1S42.

REPORT UPON THE DRA^AnNaS MADE BY MESSRS. DRAYTON AND
AGATE.

Through the labors of the artists, Messrs. Drayton an<l Agate, in connection with

the literary and scientific duties of the other officers, the journals of the Kxpedition

are of two kinds—the written and the pictorial, and, although the former is neces-

sarily the more complete, yet the latter in consequence of the industry of those gen-

tlemen and the large number and faithfi;lne.ss of the sketches made, would of itself

give a very thorough account of the islands and races we have seen ; and in many
respects far more detailed and satisfactory descriptions than is possible with the pen.

The scenery of the islands, their mountains and forests, their villages, with interior

and exterior views of the huts or houses of both chiefs and connnon people, spirit

houses or temples, war implements, fortifications, household utensils, tools, canoes,

the natives sitting in council, dressed and painted for war, the domestic scenes of the

villages, costumes, tattooing, modes of cooking, eating, drinking cava, taking and
cvuring fish, .swinuning, gambling, and other anui.sements, war dances, club dances,

jugglery, and ninnerous other particulars ilhistrating the modes of life, habits, and
customs of the various tribes inhabiting the islands or coimtries visited, have been
sketched with fidelity. Indeed, nothing escaped their ])encil when time was allowed,

and the series of sketches when finished—for many were necessarily left in outline

—

will be more instructive and interesting than the highest literary a1)ilities could

render the journal of the voyage. One picture by Mr. Agate, representing a temple
on a newly discovered island, and the cocoanut grove about it, containing on one
side, three or four half-naked savages starting in affright from an officer who is just

beginning to puff a cigar, and is pouring the volumes of smoke from his mouth, the

impression of such a scene can not be conveyed in words, nor the idea it gives of the

ignorance and superstition of the savage. The portraits are numerous, and are

not merely general sketches, but accurate likenesses of particular individuals—so

faithful, indeed, although but the work of a few minutes in the hands of our skillful

artists, that the natives would cry out with surprise the name of the individual when
a sketch was shown them.

Besides historical and ethnographical drawings, the sketches of objects in natural

history are very ninnerous; and the}- embrace all departments of natural science,

including some geological sketches. The variety and beauty of marine animals in

the coral seas of the Pacific are beyond description. Like birds in our forests, fish

of rich colors and strange forms sport among the coral groves; and various mollusca

—

animals low in the scale of organization—cover the bottom with living flowers. A
new world of beings is here opened to an inhabitant of our cold climate, and many
of these productions are so unlike the ordinary forms of life that, but for our eyes,

we could scarcely believe in their existence. Many of them are among the most
brilliant and beautiful objects drawn and colored by Mr. Drayton. Among the geo-
logical sketches by Mr. Drayton the representations of the great crater of Lua Pele,

especially the night scenes of its l)oiling lakes of lava, are highly valuable. There is

probably no volcano in the world where the processes of volcanic action are more



1 74 Memorial of Geoi'ge Drozun Goode.

laid open to view, and on this account these sketches are very unlike the ordinary

pictures of a burning mountain, and far more interesting to the geologists. Scarcely

less interesting than these volcanic scenes are the views taken among the Andes of

Peru and Chile.

The following list gives more particularly the number of drawings in the several

departments. The whole number of distinct objects or scenes delineated is 2,100.

Of these 200 are portraits, 180 plants, 75 reptiles, 260 fish, 850 mollusca, and over 500

landscapes and historical sketches. The drawings of Crustacea, corals, birds, and

quadrupeds were mostly by the naturalists in charge of these departments, and are

not here enumerated.

The sketches, to which we have referred, have been made in the following differ-

ent regions, and they have been the more or less complete according to the length

of time spent at these places. It should be observed that the several groups of

islands in the Pacific, although not far distant from one another, have each marked
peculiarities in the physiognomy, dress, domestic manners, etc. , of their inhabitants.

(
I

) Madeira, ( 2 ) Cape Verde, (3) Riode Janeiro, (4) Rio Negro, Patagonia, (5) Terra

del Fuego, (6) Chile,
( 7 ) Peru, (8) several islands of the Low Archipelago, (9) Society

Islands, (10) Navigator Islands, (11) New Zealand, (12) New Holland, (13) Tonga-

tabu, (14) Fiji Islands, (15) Kingsmill Islands, (16) Sandwich Islands, (17) Oregon

Territory, (18) Philippine Islands, (19) Sooloo Sea, (20) Singapore, (21) Cape Town,

(22) St. Helena; besides some small scattered islands in the Pacific unnoticed in

this enumeration. Of these places, the pictorial account of the Fiji and Sandwich

islands and Oregon Territory is the most full.

The drawings, as has been remarked, are not finished. To complete them on the

spot would have been impracticable where so many things equally important were

demanding immediate attention, and had it been attempted the sketches could not

have exceeded one-fourth their present number. They are so far complete, however,

that they might in a short time be finished up by the artists.

In addition to sketching, Mr. Drayton has written down the music of the natives

at many of the islands, and the note or tones which the different nations employ in

speaking.

On nearing land the artists were besides employed in drawing headlands, and of

them there are nearly 500 in addition to the other sketches.

DRIED PREPARATIONS IK NATIONAL INSTITUTE, NOVEMBER 18, 1842.

Catalogue showing the number of birds, quadrupeds, reptiles, fishes, etc., prepared

in the rooms of the National Institute.

Speci-
mens.

Birds from the exploring expedition 471

Birds from South America and other foreign parts 86

Birds presented by the Jardin du Roi, Paris 87

Birds of North America 276
920

Quadrupeds from the exploring expedition 26

Quadrupeds from United States and other parts 49
75

Reptiles from the exploring expedition, etc 66

Fishes from the exploring expedition, etc 48
114

I, 109

There remain probably 300 bird skins to be set up, brought by the exploring

expedition, and about 20 quadrupeds, some of large size. This is exclusive of an

immense number of duplicate specimens.
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Andrew Ellicott.
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NOTE C.

REMARKS SUBMITTED TO THE HO^fORABLE MR. WALKER BY MR.
MARKOE AND COLONEL ABERT.

In conformity with the desire you expres.sed, that -we should put on paper the

substance of our conversation with you on certain matters connected with the Insti-

tute, we submit the following to your consideration :

There are several points which, to our experience and reflections, are essential to

the prosperity of the Institute, and to the great objects for which it was chartered.

These are

:

ist, That the Institute should be the organ of the Government in the arrangement

and preservation of the collections, and in the supervision of the appropriations

which the Government may make for those purposes.

2d, That the Institute should have the power of disposing of all duplicates by

a system of exchanges with other institutes, or with States, or with individuals.

As all the Government collections are placed under the care of the Institute, and

as all the collections which have been made, or will hereafter be made by the Insti-

tute, must, by its charter, eventually become the property of the Government, the

necessity of a harmonious and intimate intercourse between the Institute and the

Government seems, to our judgment, self-evident. This idea is clearly maintained

in the charter of the Institute, which makes the six heads of the different Govern-

ment Departments, six of its Directors.

But the nominal charge which the Institute now has, of the collections, amounts to

nothing, and the same may be said of the very slight and extremely indirect influ-

ence which it has been allowed to exercise over the Government expenditures for

the preservation and arrangement of the collections. At present there are three

controlling or operating powers over these subjects : First, the Library Committee
of Congress; second, the Navy Department; and third, the Institute; but of this

last, its influence is so slight, if it can be said to have any, that it would be too

much to say it is either felt or acknowledged. Such a divided state of control can
not fail to operate injuriously upon persons employed and upon their duties, as it

is difficult to say who is their head, who shall direct or superintend their operations,

or who shall decide upon the propriety of expenditures, and to whom they are

accountable.

It is clear, to our judgment, that the desired and necessary control can not well

be exercised by the Library Committee. This connnittee can not be considered as

present, upon an average, for more than six months of each year; and when jiresent

the legislative functions of its members nmst occupy each the greater part of their time
and minds.' It is equally clear that these powers can not be well exercised by the

Navy Department. In addition to its other various and highly important duties,

there is no kindred occupation in any of its interesting functions which would give
to it the means of judging of the proper occupation of the persons employed upon
the collections, or of the propriety or appropriateness of any expenditure which may
be made; nor can it devote the time requisite to superintend either occupations or

expenditures. Under such circumstances surprise should not be created if disap-

pointment were to be experienced in reference to anticipated results from Govern-
ment patronage. The Institute, as before remarked, possessing neither influence

or authority, can exercise no control; and although it may, as a consequence, be
free from responsibility, it can not, in our opinion, be exempt from serious anxieties,

'This committee also expires on the 4th of every other March, and in consequence
it can exercise no control, either directly or indirectly, until after the election of a
new connnittee at the ensuing December session of Congress.
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nor from that moral responsibility which the country already attaches to it from its

charter and from a general impression of the power it is supposed to possess. And
yet it seems to us that the Institute is the most suitable agent for such purposes. It

is always present; the very intuition of its organization was to promote matters of

science, to arrange and preserve specimens of natural history, and to advise on sub-

jects connected therewith. It ought to be supposed that the Institute possesses

among its members competent knowledge for such duties, and that it has all the

devotion and zeal and exclusiveness of feeling which the well-being of matters of

science requires. During the period when the Institute exercised more influence

than now, its vigilant vice-president was daily in his rooms, and for hours, advising

and directing, to the great benefit of its management and to the prevention of many
an injudicious expenditure.

In addition to these considerations, the organization of the Institute renders it

peculiarly deserving of the confidence of Government, as it can offer, as an agent for

government property and government expenditures, a board of its own officers.

The officers of the Institute consist of a president, vice-president, two secretaries,

one treasurer, and twelve directors. Six of these twelve directors are the heads of

Government Departments, namely, the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the

Treasury, the Secretary of War, the Secretary of the Navy, the Attorney-General,

and the Postmaster-General. These are directors ex officio, and constitute the

Departments through which all Government expenditures are made. Six others are

elected by the Institute from among its members. These six at present are the

Hon. Mr. Woodbury, the Hon. Mr. Preston, Mr. Dayton, Fourth Auditor; Commo-
dore Warrington, of the Navy; Colonel Totten, of the Corps of Engineers, and

Colonel Abert, of the Corps of Topographical Engineers.'

These are the whole of those who are recognized by the charter as '

' Officers of the

Institute," and constitute, by the charter, "a board of management for the fiscal

concerns of the Institute."

The whole board consists of seventeen, five of which are the officers named, six are

the heads of the Government Departments, ex officio directors, and six are elected

annually from the body of members. Now, as it is hardly within the verge of pos-

sibility that the president, vice-president, secretaries, and treasurer of the Institute

will be filled by any other than men of known fitness and good character, so is it

imjjossible that eleven (adding the six ex officio directors), a majority of the board,

can fail to deserve the fullest confidence of the Government. Then if we look to the

six elected directors and reflect for a moment upon the palpable and decided inter-

ests of the Institute, and upon the vocations of its members, it is a probability so

remote that it may be considered an impossibility that a great majority of this

board of management can ever be other than persons deserving of confidence, holding

important public places and in the employ of Government.

Now, then, if the Government were to place the control of its collections and of

the appropriations for arranging and preserving them under this "board of manage-

ment," it would be placing its property and funds where all its other property and

funds are placed, namely, under its own officers and under accustomed and long-

established responsibilities. But these officers are also officers of the Institute ;
there-

fore, to place this property under that board would also be to place it under the

Institute.

'Since this paper was written a new election of directors has taken place, namely,

on the 25th January, 1843, when the Honorable Mr. Walker was chosen in the place

of the Honorable Mr. Preston, who could no longer attend, and Commodore Maury,

of the Navy, was chosen in the place of Commodore Warrington, who was unwilling

to serve.
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Upon this plan the Institute would be made to fulfill the objects of its organiza-

tion, the most appropriate organ would be selected by the Government, and the

Government would, in the persons of its own officers, retain its just control over

its own property.

If it should be said that this board of management can be controlled In- directors

of the Institute, the answer is easy. It would be worse than idle for the Institute

to come in conflict with the Government or hazard a loss of its confidence, and it is

not fair to suppose, against all experience, that the small portion of counnon sense

necessary to avoid such a consequence would not be possessed by the Institute or

that it would be unmindful of its own palpable interests.

Moreover, if this board of management should be required to lay a statement of

its proceedings annually before Congress, it would be held to the established respon-

sibility of the different Government Departments, and be subject, like those, to have
its course and conduct investigated and corrected.

Such a plan would also preserve that union between the Government and the Insti-

tute collections so desirable and so essential to the prosperity of both.

It has been intimated to us that there was a desire to separate these and to form

a distinction between the Exploring Squadron and the Institute collections. A course

more fatal to the prosperity of both collections and to the great objects for which
the Institute was chartered, could not well have been imagined.

All the collections in the care of the Institute, from whatever sources received, are

either now the property of the Government or must, by our charter, eventually be-

come so. They are the results of various donations from foreign ministers and con-

suls abroad ; from foreign institutions and foreign governments ; donations from
domestic institutions and from citizens of our own country ; donations from officers

of our Army and Navy, the results of the official circulars from the War and Navy
Departments; and deposits from individuals and from the different departments at

Washington. Let the opinion once get abroad that contributions from these various

sources are not to receive from the protecting hand of the Government that atten-

tion which their preservation and arrangement require ; let it once be .sujjposed

that all these are to be neglected and those only of the Exploring vSquadron to 1)e cared

for, and the conseqvience will soon be felt by the degenerating of the collection from
a great and increasing storehouse of all that our own and other countries can
furnish, to that of a small nuiseum, forever limited to the re.sults of the Exploring
Sfpiadron.

Far be it from our intention, by these remarks, to imdervalue the collection from
the Squadron. We are too sensible of its excellence and too conscious of the aid it

has been to the Institute to entertain any such idea, and we fully and mo.st highly

appreciate the intelligent labor and industry of its collectors. But its specimens
neither exhaust our admiration or our wants, nor render us insensible to the highly
valuable and continually increa.sing supplies from other sources, nor relieve us from
the conviction that upon other sources we must principally rely, if our de.sire be to

extend the collection to a point worthy of the national character or of comparison
with similar institutions in other countries.

In justice to the Institute it should also be l)()rne in mind that but for its efTorts

these very specimens from the Exploring Squadron would have been scattered, we
know not where; and but for tho.se efTorts the scientific describer might have .searched

in vain for a specimen upon which to found a description or to prove a discovery.

It is to the Institute, chiefly, that those who gathered these specimens are indebted
for the present collected results of their great industry and intelligence.

Second. The next matter which we desire to bring to your notice is the right of

disposing of duplicate .specimens. Our efforts to exchange have been paralyzed for

the want of this right. The Institute is now seriously indebted to foreign govern-
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nients to foreign and domestic institutions, and to individuals, on the principle of

exchanges, because the Institute has not the right to dispose of specimens, although

its cases are loaded with duplicates. The collections of the Government being placed

in the Institute on deposit, the committee upon exchanges have not felt themselves

at liberty to use a specimen. We have heard with extreme regret that it is con-

templated to give all duplicates back to the collectors. Such a course, m our opinion

would be ruinous in the extreme, as it would destroy one of the great means of

increasing the collection by a system of exchanges. And as these collectors were

amply paid for their labors, we can see no reason for such a course in justice or

equity Nor can we believe that such a course is desired by the scientific corps of

the Expedition, for, while other men of science are daily making collections, at their

own expense, and sending them to the Institute, many as presents, some inexpecta-

tation of exchanges, it would place the gentlemen of this corps low in the scale of con-

tributors to science if, after having been so long and so liberally paid for their labors,

they should yet desire the result of these labors to be given back to them. Moreover,

we have understood that by far the greater number of these specimens were actually

bought by the collectors from funds furnished by the United States. We can see,

therefore; no reason whatever that they should be returned unless the Government

is disposed to abandon all idea of forming an enlarged scientific and interesting

National Museum.

From our remarks, then, it will appear that, in our judgment, there are serious

defects in the present condition of affairs which require to be remedied: one, m the

absence of a responsible and adequate supervision of the arrangement and preserva-

tion of the collections and of the persons and expenditures in reference thereto; the

other, in the absence of authority to dispose of duplicates. These defects can be

properly remedied only by legislative provision.

We desire it to be distinctly understood that our reasoning has no reference to the

publication of the resuhs of the voyage, but is limited solely to the preservation,

arrangement, and exhibition of the collections. We think, however, that the Insti-

tute might also be able to give acceptable opinions, even in reference to the publica-

tion-its form and style of execution. But as there is an anxiety to possess this power

by others and as it is already placed elsewhere, we do not seek to interfere with it.

not doubting that in all its parts it will equal similar publications by other govern-

ments, and justify the anticipations which are now entertained of it by the learned

world. , 1 i -11

Having thus expressed our general views on these several sul^jects, we will con-

clude by\an effort to condense them in a manner that will admit of their being incor-

porated in a law.

This law should, in our opinion, contain provisions investing—

First The board of managers of the National Institute with the custody of all the

Government collections which have been received or which may hereafter be received

from the Exploring Squadron or other sources, with authority to make all necessary

arrangements to preserve or exhibit the same, to regulate, under the supervision o

the President of the United States, the number and compensations of persons employed

on said duties, and to superintend the public disbur.sements in relation thereto.

Second To authorize the said board to exchange any of the duplicates of said col-

lections with other institutions, or with State collections, or with individuals; and

to require the board annually to lay before the President of the United States, to be

by him laid before Congress, a full account of their proceedings under this law.
_

Third To direct the said board to furnish to the persons who shall be employed in

thewriting or publication of the voyage and discoveries of the Exploring Squadron

all desired facilities.'
^

' Copied from original draft of Colonel Abert.
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NOTE D.

Washington, March 10, iS^^.

Ilon. RoBiCRT J. Walker,
United States Senator.

Dear Sir : We beg leave to call your attention to Senate Document No. 233, of

the 28tli ultimo, being a report made by the Hon. Mr. Tappan, as from the Joint

Committee of Congress on the Library, to which had been referred "A bill for the

preservation of the collection of natural curiosities furnished by the Exploring Squad-

ron, and from other sources," together with "remarks submitted by Mr. Markoe and

Colonel Abert."

The "remarks" to which the "report" refers were made, as you will recollect,

and, as is distinctly stated in the first paragraph of them, at your request, were intended

to satisfy your mind of the propriety of the measure we wished you to befriend, and

were addressed to you not only as the well-known friend and advocate of the Insti-

tute, but also as the chairman of one of its inijiortant connnittees, and as a director

and consequently member of the 1)oard of management. They passed into the

hands of the connnittee, of which Mr. Tappan is a member, without any desire on

our part, and without our knowledge (certainly, however, with no unwillingness

that they should be read by the whole world), and, imder these circumstances, we
respectfully submit to you whether the attack upon us by the lion. Senator has not

1)een as unprovoked as a referenceto our remarks will prove it to have been unmerited.

We can not suppose, as Mr. Tappan supposes, that you had not read our " remarks"

before you laid them before the Library Connnittee ; and therefore take it for granted

that you did not perceive the "direct insidt" to the conmiittee which is so ])alpa1)le

to Mr. Tappan, or j^ou woi:ld not have consented to 1ie the mediuin through which

the insult was conveyed. On the contrar}', we have every i-eason to suppose that

you had made yourself perfectly ac(puiinted with the character and scope of our
" remarks"—remarks hastily put together, and meant to afford hints and memoranda
for your consideration and use, to illustrate the necessity or advantage of the

measure recommended. They were certainly not intended or calculated to give

offense in any quarter. We will therefore occupy your time by pointing to two para-

gra])hs only of the " report" which we quote in answer to two serious allegations

made against us by the Hon. vSenator. You will judge whether they have any just

foundation.

Mr. Tappan .says: "The case jiresents two officers of the Government, one at the

head of a l)ureau, the other a clerk in one of the public offices, who ask as a matter

of right that they .should have the supervision of a very important literary and scien-

tific work, the publication of which Congress has thought proper to intrust to one

of its regular connnittees."

We mu.st deny that au}- such case is presented, or that it can be even inferred from

our "remarks." Our "remarks" on this .subject were as follows: "We desire it to

be distinctly understood that our reasoning has no reference to the publication of the

results of the voyage, but is limited .solely to the preservation, arrangement, and
exhibition of the collections. We think, however, that the Institute might be able

to give acceptable opinions even in reference to the publication, its form, and .sttyle

of execution. But as there is an anxiety to possess this power by others, and as it

is already placed elsewhere, we do not seek to interfere with it, not doubting that in

all its parts it will equal similar publications l)y other governments, and justify the

anticipations that are now entertained of it hy the learned world."

You are well aware that there are appropriations of two distinct characters in

respect to the Exploring Squadron and the publication of its results (the Hon. Mr.

Tappan does not appear to be aware of this, in our judgment, to have kept this dis-

tinction in his miud): One fur the pul)lication of the history of the voyage, the
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narrative and scientific descriptions ; the other, for the preparation, preservation, and
exhibition of the collections. It is the latter one that we have ever manifested a

desire to see placed under the control of the Institute, which it appears to us is a

most suitable agent for such purposes, and the more particularly as these collections

had been placed by the Executive under its care.

The other allegation against us by Mr. Tappan is, in our opinion, equally incor-

rect. He says :

'

' But the great point with Messrs. Abert and Markoe seems to be to

get hold of the appropriations made by Congress to enable the committee to execute

the law."

The law to which Mr. Tappan refers relates to the publication of the proceedings

of the Expedition ; the remarks made by us relate to a system for the preservation

and exhibition of the collections.

Our remarks on this head were : "That the Institute should be the organ of the

Government in the arrangement and preservation of its collections, and in the super-

vision of the appropriations which the Government may make for those purposes."

We speak of the Institute, of which we are merely members, and of the "board of

management," of which we are but two out of seventeen. To this "board of man-
agement" we think the power appropriately belongs, and in its hands we hope yet

to see placed the management of whatever relates to the arrangement, preservation,

and exhibition of the collections. It is clear to lis that no better arrangement could

be made with the superintendence of the publication, and in the appropriation which

belongs to it (duties assigned to the Library Committee by law) we have not ex-

pressed a desire to interfere, and forbear, as we have forborne, to make any remarks

upon them—except to express the natural hope that the wishes and opinions of the

natxiralists themselves will be consulted and their opinions be allowed a proper

weight.

Our "remarks" in contimiation of the above quotation were: "The organization

of the Institute renders it peculiarly deserving of the confidence of the Government,

as it can offer as an agent for Government property and Government expenditures a

board of its own officers.
'

'

"The officers of the Institute consist of a president, vice-president, two secre-

taries, one treasurer, and twelve directors. Six of these twelve directors are the

heads of the Government departments, namely, the Secretary of State, the Secretary

of the Treasury, the Secretarj^ of War, the Secretary of the Navy, the Attorney-

General, and the Postmaster-General. These are directors, ex officio, and constitute

the departments through which all Government expenditures are made. Six others

are elected by the Institute, from among its members. These six at present are

the Hon. Mr. Woodbury, the Hon. Mr. Preston, Mr. Dayton, Fourth Auditor; Com-
modore Warrington, Colonel Totten, of the Corps of Engineers, and Colonel Abert,

of the Corps of Topographical Engineers."

"These are the whole of those who are recognized by the charter as 'officers of

the Institute,' and constitute by the charter 'aboard of management of the fiscal

concerns of the Institute.
' '

'

The quotations speak for themselves, and we will trouble you with but few more
remarks. Mr. Tappan, in the beginning of his report, most truly says that "The
remarks of Messrs. Markoe and Abert are not to be considered as the act of the

National Institute." The "remarks" neither purport nor pretend to be the act of

the Institute. And moreover we beg leave further to say that neither are Messrs.

Abert and Markoe the '

' board of management for the fiscal concerns of the Insti-

tute," under the supervision of which they suggested the expediency of placing the

appropriations which Government might make for the arrangement and preservation

of its collections.

It also seems to have given offense to the honorable gentleman that we should

have proposed in our remarks "to furnish to the persons who shall be employed in
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the writing or piil)lication of the voyage and discoveries of the exploring squadron

all desired facilities." We really are at a loss to perceive the offensive matter in

this sentence. It has no allusion to the Library Committee, for they were neither to

write nor to publish. The law invested them with power to enter into contract for

the publication, and each member of the scientific corps of the squadron would, we
presume, be required to fiu-nisli the narrative of his observations. The persons

therefore employed in the "writing or publication of the voyage" were these scien-

tific men and the contractors. If furnished with all desired facilities it would be

all they ought to have, all they could want, and if furnished by the Institute there

would be some agent responsible for the specimens and interested in seeing that

the}- were returned after being taken out of the building l)y either the describer, the

engraver, or the publisher. The Library Committee expired on the 4th of March,

and there will be no committee until after a new election by the next Congress. We
believe the committee can not appoint an agent to have a longer existence than

itself; hence, appeared in our judgment the propriety that the Institute should be

invested with the care of the collection.

Had tlie Hon. Senator published our "remarks" with his "report," as was due
in all fairness, this letter would have been unnecessary, for the "remarks" contain,

in our opinion, ample refi:tation of the errors of the "report." We deem it wholly

unnecessary, also, to point out to you other inconsistencies and mistakes into which
the Hon. Senator has fallen, and which have been, on his motion, i)ul)lishe(l in his

" report" to the Senate.

We rather limit om-selves, in conclusion, to soliciting your advice as to the best

mode of correcting the erroneous impressions which the language of the Senator is

calculated to make upon the public.

We remain, dear sir, with great esteem and respect, your most ol)edient sc-r\ants.

LETTER FROM THE HON. MR. PRESTON TO COLONEL ABERT AND MR.
MARKOE.

CoiATMBiA, vSoxJTH Carolina, Apt-it, iS./s.

My Drar Sir : Having had ample occasion to witness the devotion which you and
Colonel Abert have manifested to the National Institute, you may imagine the sur-

prise and mortification with which I have seen the total misconception of j-our

motives and conduct in regard t > it in Mr. Tappan's report to the vSenate. To the

unwearied and enthusiastic exertions of yourselves and a few other gentlemen, ani-

mated, as it seemed to me, by nothing but a pure love of science, that institution

was mainly indebted for its origin and the eminent success which has attended it

from the beginning. I can say with entire certainty that my own interest in it was
stimulated and sustained by you, and that I was continually made ashamed of how
little I felt and how little I did, while I saw the unabated zeal and inirecompensed

lal)our which you bestowed upon it. While I wished well to the Institute from a con-

viction that it would promote the advancement of science, you and he particularly

devoted yourselves to it with that deep enthusiasm which a more intimate knowledge
can alone excite, and upon which all scientific projects nmst depend for their success.

Men in public station or the munificent rich may contribute the means, but the vital

principle of all such institutions is found in the hearts of those who are willing to

work night and day, and whose labour is a labour of love. I was deeply impressed

that the Institute had found in you and Colonel Abert precisely such agents, and my
high hopes of its ultimate success arose from the fact that it had found such. I by
no means mean to say that there arc not associated with 3'ou other gentlemen equally

im])elled by as earnest and disinterested motives, but this I will say, that a vast deal

of the labour was thrown upon you two, and that, to my mind, the discretion and
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wisdom of the Institute was evinced in the selection of such agents. I speak of

Colonel Abert and yourself especially because you and he are made the subject of a

most unmerited attack.

It is with great pleasure that I bear this testimony in your behalf. If I had been

in the Senate when the report was made I think I would have been able to satisfy

Mr. Tappan of the mistake into which he had fallen, but at all events I would have
put upon record my opinion of the purity of pturpose and the wisdom of the plans

which have characterized the conduct of Colonel Abert and yourself throughout.

I am entirely satisfied that if the government collection derived from the explor-

ing expedition, or from any other source, be not to a great extent subject to the

control of a scientific association, or of men animated by a philosophic spirit, which
spirit alone brings them to the task, it will not increase and will be dilapidated.

Our government is peculiarly incapable of a proper superintendence of scientific

institutes. In the first place, it may be said that it has no constitutional power, and
if it had, the tenure of ofl&ce is so liable to change, that in a department so removed
from interests of intense excitement, negligence and decay would soon creep in. It

therefore seems to me from the beginning that accessions to science, incidentally

made, like the collections of the exploring expedition, should be deposited for

arrangement, preservation, and exhibition with such a society as the National Insti-

tute, the government retaining the property while the Institute has the use of it, or

rather while the Institute makes it useful to the public. Without some such

arrangement the Government will find that its valuable specimens will be lost or

naoulder away in forgotten boxes, or become a mere mass of rubbish.

I am persuaded that Mr. Tappan, upon such explanations as you and other gentle-

men in Washington can give him, will perceive the injustice of his remarks. He has

an earnest love of science and literal learning of all sorts, and without some obvious

misconception can not fail to sympathize and cooperate with gentlemen who with

such singleness of purpose and such broad intelligence as yourself and others of our

friends of the Institute have at heart the same objects with himself.

I am, my dear sir, yoiir obedient servant,

Wm, C. Preston.
Fratstcis Markoe, jr., Ksq.

vSpringwp;i,i,s (near Detroit), May iS, 1843.
Col. J. J. Abert.

Dear Sir: I have read with much interest, but not without some pain, the pam-
phlet you had the goodness to send to me. I regret that anything should have oc-

curred unpleasant to you, and especially in any matter in which the Library Commit-

tee should have participated. I do not remember the day when '

' the remarks '

' of

yourself and Mr. Markoe were submitted in the Senate by Mr. Walker and referred;

but my impression is that by reason of accident or delay in some of the officers of

the Senate they did not reach the committee until more than a week-after they were

referred ; and when taken up in committee the session had approached very nearly

its termination. I do not remember whether, when so taken up, they were read in

extenso, but the "bill" which accompanied them was read and its principle dis-

cussed. The committee was, I believe, unanimous in its opinion that it was not

expedient to pass the bill—if at any time, certainly not until the Library Committee

should have fully executed and terminated the trust committed to it by law. Very

much inconvenience and embarrassment had already grown out of a confliction of

an alleged power of control and direction, especially in relation to the "specimens

of natural history," etc., collected, and in respect to which it has been made the

duty of the Lil^rary Committee to cause to be prepared the appropriate publications.

Great responsibility nnist grow out of the execution of those powers, for a wide

discretion must of necessity be exercised. Without expressing any opinion as to
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what disposition should finall}-—and after the powers of the Committee in the matter

shall have ceased—be made of those rare, rich, and beautiful materials, it remained

the undivided opinion of the members of the Committee, I believe, that while those

powers and correlative duties existed it was necessary that those materials should

continue in the entire control of the Committee.

This conclusion being come to, the whole subject of the bill, "remarks," etc.,

was committed to Mr. Tappan, as a subcommittee, with directions to prepare and

make report accordingly'.

After this last measure was adopted in Committee I believe the Committee did not

meet again; but it was certainly imderstood that Mr. Tappan should report to the

Senate this result.

With respect to the doubt which had been rai.sed as to whether all the powers

of the I^il)rary Connnittee contiinied after the 3d of March, I hazard notliing, I

believe, in .saying that in analogy to the case of certain officers of Congress, those

powers were believed by the Connnittee (on which, as you are aware, there were

some professional gentlemen of very high standing) to continue during the recess,

and it was in corro1)oration of that opinion asserted that always since the foundation

of the Government the same construction had been put upon tlie Constitution and

the powers of Congress. In conformity with that view I have been required, as

chairman of the Joint Connnittee, to draw, in the name of that Connnittee, upon the

funds suljject to its order, for sums of money for books, salaries, compensations,

etc., since the close of its last session. How else could the law be executed or

justice done?

I trouble }ou with this long detail, my dear sir, ])ecause of the personal esteem

and respect which, I beg leave to say, I entertain for you individuall}-, and because

I very sincerely regret that anything should have occurred in this matter tending to

wound your feelings or to give you pain.

As chairman of that mo.st highl}' respected Committee, whose proceedings have

been the su])ject of connnent, it may perhaps be esteemed indelicate in me to have

made this exposition without its previous sanction. Please, therefore, consider this

letter as intended for younself alone.

I remain, with sincere respect, }-ours,

\Vm. Woodhridgk.

NOTE E.

J.VNU.VRV 2r, 1S45.

Sir : T have the honor of transmitting to you the memorial of the National Insti-

tute, drawn up in pursuance of a resolution of the Institute, of the loth of December.

And in further obedience to the resolution I have to request that }-ou will do the

Institute the favor of presenting the memorial to the consideration of the vSenate and

IIou.se of Representatives.

The papers herewith, and which con.stitute the memorial, are:

( 1
) The memorial as directed by the resolution.

(2) The resolution under which the committee acted.

(3) The memorial of the .scientific men at their meeting in Washington during

last April.

(4) Tlu- memorial of the Institute, of ?tlarch, 1S44.

,|. J. .\HHRT.

Honorable Mr. WoODHRlDC.l-;,

Cnited States Senate.

Honorable J. O. Adam.S,

House of Represciitatii'cs.



184 Memorial of George Brown Goode.

MEMORIAL OF THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE.

To the Hoyiorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled :

The undersigned, a committee appointed for the purpose of preparing a memorial

on behalf of the National Institute, to be accompanied by copies of memorials which

were presented to your Honorable body during the last session, beg leave to submit

to your consideration the annexed copies of said memorials and to invoke the friendly

views of your Honorable body to the prayer therein contained.

An examination of the character of the by-laws and of the proceedings of the

National Institute will show that among the principal objects of its organization are

those of forming at the seat of the General Government an extensive museum of the

natural history of our country in all branches, and affording every possible facility

for the development of mind in its devotion to the sciences and the useful arts.

But the experience of a few years of our existence has satisfied the Institute that

individual means are inadequate to meet the expenses involved in the exhibition

and preservation of its already extensive and continually increasing collections, and

for paying the transportation charges of valuable donations daily arriving from all

parts of the world.

These collections, valuable and extensive as they are, have been obtained com-

paratively without cost, and will evidently go without cost to the United States,

as by the conditions of our charter the Institute, in reference to all its collections, is

in reality a trustee for the United States.

Its position and national character have enlisted the most enthusiastic feeling in

its favor from the institutions and the enlightened men of all countries, evinced and

daily evincing itself by presents of the most valuable literary works and by dona-

tions of specimens of natural history and the fine arts. It is to preserve and exhibit

these and to pay for their transportation, which exceed our ability and for which,

on behalf of the National Institute, we solicit the aid of your Honorable body on the

grounds of our position in the District of Columbia, of the national character of our

organization and action, and the consideration that all the property and collections

of the Institute must by our charter eventually become the property and collections

of the Government.

The Institute will readily acquiesce to any restrictions and safeguard with which

your Honorable body think proper to protect any aid that may be granted, only

begging leave to call the attention of your Honorable body to the safeguard already

established in our charter, which makes the six heads of the principal Departments

of the Government directors of the ex officio of the board of managers of the

Institute.

J. J. Abkrt, Chairman,

J. T. SUI,IvIVAN,

T. SEwai,t„ M. D.,

M. Thomas, M. D.,

W. W. SeaTon,

J. C. Bricnt,

Committee.

January 21, 1845.

II.

At a meeting of the National Institute, held December 9, 1844, the corresponding

secretary ( Mr. Markoe ) offered the following re.solution, which was, on motion, unani-

mously adopted:

Resolved, That a committee of six persons be appointed by the Chair to prepare

a memorial to Congress in behalf of the National Institute, to be accompanied by a

copy of the memorials which were presented at the last session; and that the com-
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iiiittee request the Hon. Levi Woodbury to present it to the vSenate, and the lion.

John Ouincy Adams to present it to the House of Representatives, at the present

session.

Whereupon, the Chair appointed the following j^entlenien to constitute the com-

mittee: Colonel J. J. Abert, John T. Sullivan, Doctor Sewall, Doctor Thomas. Messrs.

Seaton, and J. C. Brent.'

111.

MEMORIAL OF THE FRIENDS OF SCI ENCE WHO ATTENDED THE APRIL
MEETING OF THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE.

To the Concrrcss of the United States.— Tlie respectful ine)iioiiat of ttie friends of

Seienee, assci}ibled at tlie City of Wastiingtou
,
from various parts of tlie Union:

The undersigned have come together at the capital of the United States, at the call

of the National Institute for the Promotion of Science, with the purpose of commu-
nicating to each other the facts and reasonings in science which each one's research

might have suggested, and of interchanging views and opinions in regard to the

jirogress of science in our country.

Wliile engrossed in this delightful and most profitable connnnnion, we have had

an opportunity to observe the results of the efforts made by the mem1)ers of the

National Institute for the advancement of science. Founded only four years since,

the}^ have already brought together valua1)le collections in natural history and in

the arts. Connecting themselves with the Government, through the heads of Depart-

ments, who, by virtue of their ofhces, are directors of the In.stitute, they have vol-

untarily imposed restraints upon the operations of the Institute, which will preserve

its national character and prevent its being tributary to any local or sectional i)ur-

pose. By making the Institute merely a trustee for the United States of the i)rop-

erty which it po.sse.sses, and may hereafter acquire, they have proved that no sordid

or interested views guided them in framing their constitution. The zeal and indu.s-

try .shown in making collections, the disinterestedness in the disposition of them,

would seem to deserve from the Government of the Republic approval and encour-

agement. The value of the property already collected, although the exi.stence of

the Institute has been so short, is very great. And yet it has no building for the

convenient exhibition of its trea.sures, or even for their .safe keeping. And if articles

of so much interest and value have already been collected, what may not l)e expected

from the army, the navy, and friends of .science generally, in the long reach of years

to come, if a suitable place can be provided for their ])re.ser\^tion and exhibition,

r.ut how arc the means of providing such a building to be obtained? If attained at

all for such a purpo.se by voluntary contributions, it could only be in the midst of

large an<l flourishing communities. T/)cal feelings of interest or pride can not be

transferred, and it is not to be expected that the means to arrange, display, preserve,

and augment these collections can be procured by voluntary contributions of indi-

viduals in the District of Columbia, or that they can be procured out of the District.

There is no civilized nation, however narrow its policy in other respects, which does

not exhibit .some mea.sure of interest in promoting the advancement of human knowl-

edge. In most countries .science receives direct encouragement, and many Govern-

ments have vied with each other in their efforts to advance this cau.se. The Govern-

ment of a country emulous to consider itself among the first of enlightened nations,

we trust, will not refuse to aid in .securing to its capital the benefits of the labors of

the National Institute. We cordially unite with the resident members of the Insti-

tute in asking an appropriation in its behalf from Congress. Our only fear is that

in thus requesting aid for the keeping of what in fact is the property of the Govern-
ment, we may be considered as asking a boon far below that which the country calls

for, and that we ought to urge upon the National Legislature a liberal and plenteous

'Proceedings of the National Institute, 3d Bull., p. 375.
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enaowment for a National Institute; and we are only withheld from doing so by con-

siderations growing out of the present financial condition of the Government. But

that which we ask is so entirely within the means of Congress, and the urgency of

its application to preserve what has been accumulated, with so much labor and

expense, is so great, that we can not but hope the enlightened and intelligent mem-
bers of Congress will distinguish the present session by the necessary appropriation

of funds to an object so truly national and so truly republican.'

Eliphai^ET New, President Union College, Schenectady.

Benjamin F. Butler, Neiv York.

A. H. Everett, President Jefferson College, Louisiana.

James TAi,r<MADGE, President University of Neiv York, and
President American Institute, New York.

John W. Draper, Professor Chemistry , University ofNeiv York.

W. W. Mather, Professor Natural Sciences, Ohio University,

Athens, Ohio.

L. R. Wii.i,iAMS, Professor Natural Philosophy and Chemistry,

Jefferson College.

C. Gii,!,, Professor JMathematics, St. Paul's College, Flushing,

New York.

John W. Dunbar, M. D., Professor, University Maryland.

W. A. Norton, Professor Mathematics and Natural Philosophy,

Delazvare College, Easton, Pennsylvania.

John W. Yeomans, President Lafayette College, Pennsylvania.

John W. Locke, Professor Chemistry, Medical College, Ohio.

Henry R. Schooi^craft, Delegate Neiv York Historical Society.

W. R. Abbott, President Georgetowji Library Association.

Grafton Tyi,er, M. D., Georgetown, District of Columbia.

Richard S. McCui,i.oh, Professor Mathematics and Natural

Philosophy , Jefferson College, Maryland.

John Elgar, Montgcnnery County, Maryland
Francis J. Grund, Philadelphia.

A. D. CHAI.ONER, M. D., Philadelphia.

S. C. D0NAI.DSON, Baltimore, Maryland.

James Curley, Professor, Georgetown College.

Alexis Caswell, Professor, Brown University, Rhode Island.

James P. Espy.

Edward A. Cook, Neiu York.

A. Talcott, Connecticut.

Wm. Strickland, Philadelphia.

Benjamin Hallowell, Maryland.

Hector Humphreys, President St. John's College, .Innapolis,

Maryland.

George Tucker, Professor, University of Virginia.

James Prentiss, Nezu York.

Richard Peters, Philadelphia.

R. M. Patterson, Philadelphia.

Samuel Hazard, Philadelphia.

Elias Loomis, Professor, Western Reserve College, Ohio.

Charles D. Cleveland, Philadelphia.

Samuel F. B. Morse, New York.

Richard Rush, Philadelphia.

Edward Hitchcock, Professor, Amherst College, Massachusetts.

Washington, D. C, April, 1844.

'Proceedings of the National Institute, 3d Bull., p. 386.
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IV.

MEMORIAL OF THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE.

To the Honorable Die Senate and House of Represenlalives of i/ie (hiited States of
America:

The memorial and petition of the " National Institute for the Promotion of vScience

and the Arts," respectfully represent:

That its members have been induced, by a high sense of the duty to the body whose

interests they represent, as well as to the great objects which it was the design of its

creation to promote, to submit to the consideration of your honorable bodies, a state-

ment of the origin and progress, of the jiast and present condition, and of tlie wants

and exigencies of the Institute.

The Congress of the Union, after a full investigation of the subject, after duly

estimating the value and importance of the design of its founders, and the means which

it contemplated to employ in the accomplishment of those ends, deemed them so far

entitled to its countenance and favor as to grant to the Institute a charter of incor-

poration. Some pecuniary aid incidentally followed, and it was made the custodier

of niuch valuable property belonging to the Government. This charter, whose date

is recent, naturally afforded the hope of national protection, tluis inspiring everj--

where confidence the moment it was seen, by the acts of Government, that confidence

was felt at home.

Under these auspices, the National Institute l)egan its career. Many of the most

distinguished and illustrious individuals in the nation afforded it their aid and

encouragement.

Its active members were chiefly composed of officers of Government and citizens

of Washington, who, occupied in their own private concerns, neither men of wealth

nor mere scholars, proposed to give a portion of their leisure to promote objects in

which they had no other or ulterior motives and interest than such as were common
to the nation, and, perhaps, to the whole human family.

These individuals liave, so far, advanced with a success which they could have little

anticipated, and they now approach the legislature of the Union, and the nation at

large, with the fruits of their labors in their hands, spreading before those whose
interests they have inidertaken to advance, the results which in so brief a space of time

they have accomplished, asking that their deeds should be examined and compared
with their promises, and if they have performed their duty faithfully, and discharged

the trusts confided to them honorably, zealously, and successfully, that they may be

encouraged by the only reward tliey have ever sought, viz, the means of enlarging

and giving additional efficiency to their patriotic efforts and purposes. They appear

before your honorable bodies to render an account of their stewardship, and they

solicit an examination of their proceedings.

In urging this matter upon Congress, it is not the design of your memorialists to

present a formal argument to establish, either the constitutional authority of your
honorable bodies to confer upon the National Institute that pecuniary aid which
they so urgently need, or the expediency of so applying any portion of the public

I)atronage. They believe that Congress is fully competent to the ascertainment and
decision of all questions of this character. While, therefore, your memoriali.sts

abstain from entering into any discussion of con.stitutional questions, sulnnitting,

with the most respectful deference, to the judgment of your honoraI)le bodies, they
feel that they are, in no manner, trenching upon this ground, in exhibiting fully and
distinctly tho.se facts and circumstances which will furnish the general data upon
whicli Congress is to decide.

The National Institute is composed of private individuals, with no other bond of

connection than their common labors as trustees of certaiyi propertyfor the public
and the Government -a common fcebnu^of interest in promoting .scientific and useful
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information, and the bond of union bestowed upon them by Congress in their charter

of incorporation. In effecting the designs of their association, they have established

an extensive correspondence vi^ith influential and useful men, men of experience, of

letters, and of distinguished scientific attainments, not only throughout the Union,

but throughout the world. In every part of Europe and of the American continent,

in Asia, and in Africa, we find generous and enthusiastic friends and corresponding

members ; foreign Governments have evinced their interest by valuable contribu-

tions, and many of the most distinguished Institutions and Societies abroad are cor-

respondents and contributors. An aggregate amount of munificence, zeal, learning,

and adventitious advantage is thus possessed by the Institiite, which has already

yielded substantial results, and holds out assurances of the richest fruits. In further

illustration of the advantages which are here imperfectly sketched, we submit for

the examination of your honorable bodies, a communication lately received from

Paris, with accompanying documents and transactions, exhibiting, in a remarkable

manner and degree, evidences of interest and good will toward Congress, toward,

the States, and toward the Institute on the part of the Government and people of

France.

Through this widespread instrumentality, the Institiite has labored to form an

extensive library and musemn, or collection of objects of natural history, a reper-

toriuni of facts and contributions to science, documents illustrating history in gen-

eral, but in an emphatic manner that of our own continent, and specimens of the

fine arts, of mechanic ingenuity, valuable productions of the vegetable kingdom,
and materials illustrating the moral and social condition of nations generally, but

in a more especial manner of our own. From every quarter of the globe valuable

and various contributions have been transmitted to us. The gallant officers of our

army and nav}' ; the diplomatic and consular representatives of the Government
abroad, the men of learning and science everywhere, have entered with the most
praiseworthy zeal in the cause, and vied with each other in the number and value of

their contributions.

The collection thus made is not designed for, or appropriated to, the exclusive use

of the Institute, or of any particular class of individuals. It is opened gratuitously

and daily to the inspection and for the benefit of all. Without cost, the student of

natural history may here find ample means of improvement in that department of

science to which his attention has been directed; without cost, the geologist and
mineralogist are furnished with al)undant materials for prosecuting their researches;

the curious may indulge their predilections, while the man of science is enabled to

peruse the valuable contributions from learned .societies and individuals throughout

the world.

In addition to these materials, thus accunnilated by the labors of the Institute

itself, the convenience of the Government has made it the depository and guardian

of numerous articles of its own property, which are thus exhibited to the public eye

without trouble to the ordinary officers in the various Departments, and without the

consequent abstraction of their time from more peculiar and appropriate duties.

The interesting collections of Indian portraits and curiosities formerly deposited in

the War Department ; the objects of curiosity and various donations to the Govern-

ment or to distinguished citizens from foreign countries, once in the State Depart-

ment, are here shown to the public in connection with much other public property.

The articles arising from these, and from various other sources which it would be

tedious to enumerate, already in the custody of the Institute, are of great value,

and they are increasing with rapidity, and accumulating to an indefinite extent.

The real owners of these treasures are the Government and the nation. The indi-

vidual members of the Institute contemplated no interest or property in them, beside

their trust for the public, beyond what is enjoyed by every citizen in the land, or,

indeed, every stranger who may feel disposed to use them as a means of indulging a
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liberal curiositj- or gratifyint^ his love of science. Such of the articles as at any

time belonged to the CTOvernnient, remain its absolute and exclusive pro])erty. They

are simply intrusted to the Institute for safe-keeping and public exhibition, and

may be withdrawn whenever it shall suit the wishes of the owners to dispose of

them in any other manner. The donations by individuals and public bodies to the

Institute are substantially in the same predicament. So long as this corporate asso-

ciation exists, it has the charge, custody, and control of it, as trustee for the Gov-

ernment ; but upon the dissolution of the Institute, the entire mass becomes equally-,

as the other branch of the collection, the absolute and exclusive property of the

nation. In the meantime, the members wish for no private interest in the collec-

tion, and if the present charter be not susceptible of the construction, that the whole

beneficial interest of all the articles is now, as well as at its close, in the Govern-

ment, they are anxious to have an amendment made to accompany the appropria-

tion asked for, which shall, at once, regulate the proj^erty in that way. For the

Institute has depended on the Government heretofore, and must continue to rely on

it, not only for many of the most valuable articles in its po.ssession, but for a place

to deposit them and a place for their meetings, as well as for some of the means to

defray the incidental expenses of opening, putting up, and preserving their collec-

tions. In short, all the property belongs to the Government. The guardians of it,

under the charter, are chiefly the officers of the Government. The custody of such

property was heretofore at the public expense. And that such sums should still be

expended by Congress as woidd pay for the freight and other expenditures connected

with it, would be the exercise of no other power than such as has been exercised by

the Government every year since its organization.

The individuals who compose the Institute, have, by their pecuniary contributions

and specific donations, largely aided in augmenting the value of this projierty, in

arranging it so as to render it available, and in defraying the expenses necessarily

attending the execution of the important and responsible trusts confided to them.

They have thus created, enlarged, and rendered practically useful, the property of

the Government and of the nation. Their means of usefulness, their capacity to

extend the benefits of the nuiseum, are limited only by their capacity to meet their

daily expenses.

Not only are the Government and the nation the absolute owners of much of the

property of the Institute, and the beneficiary owners of the residue, but thej' are also

the exclusive recipients of the advantage to result from the entire enterprise. At
this period of the world, and in this enlightened age, it is not necessary to present

an argument to establish a truth which all history inculcates, that the highest glory

of a nation, the jjurest and most durable lia])piness of a connnouwealth, rest most
upon a moral and intellectual advancement.

If, in the legitimate execution of those powers which 1)y the Constitution are vested

in 3-our lionorable bodies, collateral results should follow, by which science and lit-

erature shall be fostered and encouraged among your constituents, and diffused more
widely through oiu" Union, such consequences will not, we presume, furnish grounds
of objection to the rightful exerci.se of power in the breast of any individual. It is

believed that few are disposed to controvert the lawfulness, while a still smaller

number will deny the expediency, of the approj)riations heretofore made by Congress
to the literary and benevolent associations of this district and city. None can doubt
the lawfulness of those provisions which have been, from time to time, made for the

protection of the property of the nation, and its adequate security and care by the

erection of suitable buildings for its acconmiodation, and furnishing proper compen-
sation to the officers or agents of the Government charged with its preservation and
improvement.

All the Institute asks of Congress, then, is an appropriation of a sum sufiicient to

discharge the arrears of expense heretofore incurred, and due by the Institute. An
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annual appropriation for the necessary purposes of the Association, and the continu-

ance of the indulgence hitherto granted, of the use of convenient rooms for preserv-

ing the property and holding the ordinary meetings.

Annexed to this memorial are various documents, of which the following is a list:

1. Charter of incorporation.

2. Constitution and by-laws.

3. Abstract of proceedings, comprising the contributions, donations, and deposits

made to the cabinet and library of the Institution since its foundation, with the

names of the contributors, donors, and depositors.

4. I/ist of officers, and honorary, resident, paying corresponding, and correspond-

ing members, and of the societies, institutions, etc., at home and abroad, in corre-

spondence with the National Institute."

Peter Force, Vice-President,

Francis Markoe, Jr., Corresponding Secretary,

John K. Townsend, Recording Secretary,

George W. Riggs, Jr., Treasurer,

John C. Spencer,

John Nei,son,

WH.WAM WiLKINS,

C. A. WiCKUFFE,
Directors, ex officio, on the part of the Government,

Levi Woodbury,
R. J. Walker,

J. J. Abert,

Joseph G. Totten,
A. O. Dayton,
M. F. Maury,

Directors on the part of the National Institute.

Washington City, March 18, 1S44.

NOTE F.

MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS.

The following appeal was made to Congress at its late session (first session of

Twenty-ninth Congress) in favor of the National Institute, and was presented to the

Senate by the Hon. Lewis Cass and to the House of Representatives by the Hon.

John Quincy Adams:

To the Senate afid House of Representatives in Congress assembled:

The undersigned would respectfully petition that the memorials^ heretofore pre-

sented to your honorable bodies in behalf of the National Institute may again be

taken into consideration and the prayers therein be granted.

In addition to the reasons before set forth in their favor, the undersigned would

beg leave to state what they most sincerely deplore—the increasing difficulties of the

Institute. It is becoming entirely impracticable, by mere private contributions and

taxes, to pay the large incidental expenses attendant on the collection and preserva-

tion of so much valuable property connected with the advancement of science, litera-

ture, and the arts. The Institute asks and has asked nothing for the private emolu-

' Proceedings of the National Institute, 3d Bull., p. 383.

^ Copies of these memorials will be found at pp. 383 and 386 of the Third Bulletin

of the Proceedings of the National Institute, which accompanies this memorial.
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iiient of its ineinbers. It merely seeks means to secure the property comintr into its

custody from time to time so that it may not lie injured or lost, and so that it may
be exhibited and used by the public, as it is dedicated to the public, and the title to

it is intended to be in the Government.

For want of pecuniary means all our collections, whether in possession or increas-

ing by new additions weekly, are in jeopardy; and unless Congress interfere to save

what is so public in its character, and so peculiarly under its guardianship as is the

encouragement of matters of this kind within this District, subject to its exclusive

legislation, the prospect is that the operations of the Institute must of necessity

cease and the property be abandoned.

Deprecating, as we do, an event so unfortunate for the cause of science and the

arts, not only here, but from here in some degree over the whole Union, and not a

little disreputable to our character abroad, the undersigned would earnestly pray

that Congress, at an early date, may avert the calamity by taking steps to aid effi-

ciently in preserving this important public property ; and the more especially do we
ask this, when, for various reasons, it can be done at moderate expense and in entire

conformity to the provisions of the Coii-stitution.

The inidersigned respectfull}- refer to the documents annexed, which exhibit the

character of the Institute and the course of its proceedings.

IvKVi WooDHUKV, President,

I'ETER Force, Vice-President,

Francis Markoe, Jr. , Corresponding Secretary,

G. W. RiGGS, Jr., Treasurer,

RonERT J. W'AhKKK, Secretary 0/ t//e Treasury,

J. J. AiiKRT, Topograptiical Engineers,

J. G. To'nv.ti, Engi?ieer Corps,

M. I'. Maury, U. S. Naty,
A. O. Dayton, Fourtli ^luditor.

Directors.

Washington, Decenil>er 16, jS/j.

LLST OF DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING THE AROVE MEMORIAI..

First Bulletin of the Proceedings of the National In.stitution for the Promotion of

Science, established at Wa.shington, 1840: Washington, 1841.

vSecond Bulletin, etc., March, 1841,10 February, 1842: Washington, 1842.

Third Bulletin, etc., February, 1842, to February, 1845; also proceedings of the
meeting of April, 1844: Washington, 1845.


