
THE GENESIS OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM.

By G. Bhown Goodk,
Assistaitf Scrrelari/ SmUlisoiiiaii TiistitntioH, in chanje of U. <S'. National Mnxenm.

When, ill 18156, James Siiiitlisou beiiueathed his estate to the United

States of America "to t'ouiul at Washiugtoii, under the name of the

Smithsonian Institution, an establishment for the increase and diffusion

of knowledge among men," he placed at the disposal of our nation two

valuable collections, one of books and one of minerals.

In the schedule of Smithson's personal effects, as brought to America
in 1838, occurs the following entry:

Two large boxes, tilled with specimens of minerals and manuscript
treatises, apparently in the testator's handwriting, on various philosoph-
ical subjects, particularly chemistry and mineralogy; eight cases and
one trunk tilled with the like.

This collection and the books and pamphlets mentioned in the sanu'.

schedule formed the beginuings, respectively, of the Smithsoniau library

and the Smithsonian museum. The minerals constituted, so far as the

writer has been able to learn, the first scientific cabinet owned by the

Government of the United States. Their destruction in the Smiths(mian

fire of 18(55 was a serious loss. Our only knowledge of their character is

derived from the report of a committee of the National Institution, who
in 1811 reported upon it as follows:*

Among the eflects of the late Mr. Smithson is a cabinet which, so far

as it has been examined, i>roves to consist of a choice and beautiiul

collection of minerals, com])rising probably eight or ten thousand -s])eci-

mens. The specimens, though generally small, are extremely perfect,

and constitute a very complete geological and mineralogical series, em-
bracing the finest varieties of crystallization, rendered more valuable
by accompanying figures and descriptions by Mr, Smithson, and in his

own writing. The cabinet also contains a valuable suite of meteoric
stones, which ap])ear to be suites of most of the important meteorites
which have fallen in Europe during several centuries.

* Proietidiugs of the Niitioual Institution, July, 1841, ii, p. 95. Francis Markoe,

jr., Secretary of the National Institute, in a letter written to the American Philo-

sophical Society in 1841, described as a part of this cabinet " a superb and very large

collection of i>recious stones and exciuisite crystallized minerals * ' * decidedly

the richest and rarest collection in the country."

For a catalo<^no in general terms see Alfr(<l Hunter's "Popular Catalogue of the

Extraordinary Curiosities iu the National Institute, etc.," published in 1855, and

William J. Rhees's " Account of the Smithsonian Institution, etc.," 1859.
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This report was made in July, 1841, at the time when, by order of

the Secietary of tlie United States Treasury, the minerals, books,

manuscripts, and other articles forming part of the Smithson bequest,

were deposited in the custody of the National Institution, where they
remained until 1858.

A room had been planned for their reception in tlic Smithsonian cdi-

fi; e, which \7as to be made fireproof,* but if this was ever constructed

it was not occupied, and the collections liaving been dis^dayed for some
years in the Regents' room, were destroyed by fire January U4, 1865.

The National Institution was for nearly eighteen years the official

custodian of these and other nniseum materials belonging to tlie nation.

This organization, ten years before the Smithsonian Institution was
prepared to receive any collections whatever, fourteen years before its

buildings were ready for the exiiibition of museum objects, and in

after years, until its charter expired by limitation in 1802, held many
objects whose ])roper i)lace was in the National Museum. Indeed,

the retention of many historical objects in the Patent Office hall until

1883, was an evidence of a lingering uncertainty as to the proper loca-

tion of responsibility for the care of the national collections. •

In order to understand the genesis of the National Museum of the

United States it seems necessary to examine the history of this society,

at one time so enterprising and influential.

The National Institution for the Promotion of Science, organized in

Washington .May 15, 1840, was for some years the most i)romiiient ex-

jionent of the idea of a national museum. t The establishment of this

society was doubtless to a very great degree due to the stimulating and
inspiring effects upon public opinion of the Smithson bequest. The
germs of the idea which it represented seem, however, to have been
existing in Washington at a much earlier period, far in 1816, or before,

a similar society had been organized in the capital under the name of

The Columbian Institute for the Promotion of Arts and Sciences.^

The Columbian Institute received on May 20, 1818, a charter from Con-

gress which expired in 1838, after which its members "were invited to

become members of the National Institution, and to deposit in its cabi-

net their eflects, books, and i)ax)ers." §

* Report of the building committee to December 1, 1847, in Report of the Board
of Regents, Jiinnarj^ 6, 1848, Thirtieth Congress, first session. Mis. Doc. 23, p. 8.

t The National Institution was organized at the seat of government on tlie 15th of

May, 1840, by the adoption of a constitution and tlie declaration of the objects of

the institution, wliich ;ire (o promote science and the useful arts, aiding to establish

a national museum of natural history, etc." Bulletin of the Proceedings of the Na-
tional Institute, 1840, i, i». 3 (introduction).

t Before 1816 an organization known as "The Metropolitan .Society " was in exist-

ence m Washington, and the Columbian Institute was an ontgrowth of it or re-

placed it. The United States Military Philosophical Society nfet in Washington
and New York as early as 1805.

§ Proceedings of the National InstiLntion, July 12, 1841, \Ol. 1, p. 94.
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This invitation was ac<'cptc(l July 17, 1841,* in a letter from Asbury
Dickius, secretary, and although no record of any transfer ia to be
found in the Bulletin of the National Institution, I have before me a

letter from Messrs. John J. Abert, A. (). Dayton, and F. A. Markoe, com-

mittee of that society, addressed to the Secretaries of the War and Navy
Departments, January 1, 1812, in which, among the other collections

in their custody, they mention "the books, minerals, and works of art

belonging to the late Columbian Institute," and also the "books,

papers, and proceedings of the late American Historical Society," an
organization to which also the National Institution stood in the jjosi-

tion of an heir.

To Dr. Edward (Jutbush is due the preservation of the only state-

ment extant of the objects of the Columbian Institute, embodied ap-

parently in its constitution, and quoted as follows in his address as its

president, delivered January 11, 1817, in Congress Hall, Washington.t

To collect, cultivate, and distribute the various vegetable productions
of this and other countries, whether medicinal or esculent, or for the
l)romotion of arts and manufactures.
To collect and examine the various mineral productions and natural

curiosities of the United States, and to give publicity to every discov-
ery that the institute may have been enabled to make.
To obtain information respecting the mineral waters of the United

States, their locality, analysis, and utility, together with such topo-
graphical remarks as may aid valetudinarians.
To invite communications on agricultural subjects, on the manage-

ment of stock, their diseases, and the remedies.
To form a topographical and statistical history of the different dis-

tricts of the United States, noticing ijarticularly the luimber and extent
of streams, how far navigable, the agricultural products, the inij)orts

and exports, the value of lands, the climate, the state of the thermometer
and barometer, the diseases which prevail in the different seasons, the
state of the arts and manufactures, and any other information Avhich
may be deemed of general utility.

To iniblish annually, or whenever the institution shall have become
possessed of a sufficient stock of important information, such communi-
cations as nuiy be of public utility, and to give the earliest information
in the public papers of all discoveries that may have been made by, or
communicated to, the institute.

A remark significant in this connection may be found in a letter

witten by Edward Cutbush, m. d., dated Geneva, N. Y., January 20,

* Proceedins's of the National Institution, .July 12, 1841, Vol. I, ]>. 113.

t Cutbush, Edward. An address
|
delivered before the

|
C<dunibian Institute,

|
for

the ProniotiouofArts and Sciences,
|
attheCityof Washington,

|
on the 11th January,

1817.
I I

By Edward Cutbush, M. D.,
|
Hon. Member of the Philadelphia Medi<al

and Chemical Societies;
|
Corresponding Member of the Liuntean Society of Phila-

delphia;
I

and President of the Institute.
|

| Published l)y the request of the

Columbian Institute,
|

| Washington.
|
I'riuted by(ilales»& Seaton.

|
Six parts

|

1817. 8vo. pp. l-2y.

A copy of this rare pamphlet is in the library of the Surgeon-General's Office, as

well as a nearly complete series of the publications of the two brothers Cutbush.
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1842, accepting his election to corresponding- membership in the National

Institution. After thanking the institution "for this lueineuto of their

friendship and recognition of past services in the cause that had been

so favorably revived at the seat of government," he continued thus: "I

most sincerely hope that all the objects which engaged the attention of

Thomas Law, es(i.,* ami myself in 1816 in establishing the Columbian

Institute will now meet the approbation and support of the Govern-

ment and of the scientific men of the District of Columbia." f

* Thomas Law was a uieiiiber of an Englisli family of talent and influence. His

father, Eilmnnd Law, i>. i>., born in Cartmcl, Lancashire, in 1703, educated at St.

John's College, Cambridge, was anther of several theological and philosophical works,

and in 1769 became Bishop of Carlisle, holding this office till his death in 1787. Of
his younger brothers, one was Bishop of Elphin, another, George Henry Law, o. d.,

(1761-1845) was Bishop of Chester, 1812, and later, 1824, of Bath and Wells. [Bio-

graphical Sketch in Gentleman's Magazine, 1845, Part ii, p. 529.] His elder brother,

Edward Law—Lord Ellenborough—(1750-1818) was an eminent lawyer, principal

counsel for Warren Hastings in the great impeachment trial before the House of

Lords, Attorney-General and Lord Chief Justice of the King's Bench, and was father

of Edward Law, Earl of Ellenborough (1790-1871), Governor-General of India.

Thomas Law was born in 1756, and in 1773, at the age of 17, entered the service of

the British East India Company in Bengal, and was rapidly promoted, becoming mem-
ber of the revenue; board of Hugli before he was 21, later judge of Poonah, and in 1783

collecter, judge, and magistrate of Behar, a ]>rovince with more than 2,000,000 in-

habitants, an office which he administered for six years with great success, after-

wards, at the request of Lord Cornwallis, the Governor-General, then engaged in his

campaign against Tippoo Saib, serving for two years on the revenue board at Cal-

cutta. In 1791, his health having failed, he sailed for England, where he remained

until 1793, the year of his removal to America.

While in India he was the friend and associate of Lord Cornwallis, Lord Tei'gue-

uett, and Sir William Jones, and was the author of Avhat was known as the Mociir-

rn->i sji.stem and pcrnwnvnt settlement, a great legislative reform, the accomplishment

of which was the i)riucipal feature of Cornwallis's administration, which the board

of c(mtrol of the East India Conii)any described as "forming a new epoch in Hin-

dostau, from which, they predict, will be derived security and permanent prosperity,

and consider it as an important and most beneticial change to 50,000,000 of ])eoi)le,

and full of beneficial consequences."

William Duane, the editor of the Philad(l|>liia Aurora, who had known Mr. Law
in India, wrote thus concerning him in 1815:

"We have known Mr. Law now more than thirty years. We knew him when he

was inferior to no man in eminence and in power, the third or fourth in degree in a

gnsat empire; and this was at a time, too, when, by his own generous eti'orts, pursued

with zeal and talent that commanded general admiration aiul esteem, he brought

about a revolution, the influence of which now extends to one hundred and twenty

millions of jteople, as great in its moral and political influences as the extinction of

the feudal system. In Hindostan, under the Mogul government, the tenure of laud

was in the Empire and reverted upon the demise of the holder. The afflictions pro-

duced by such a system can not be conceived by those Avho have not been eye wit-

nesses of them. Upon the death of a zuinudar, or landh(d<ler, where p<dyganiy

prevails and the children and females are numerous, the death of the head of the

family, where no ]»rovision has been otherwise made, can not be well imagined. Mr.

Law, who held the government of a rich and populous province under the Bengal

administration, proi)osed what has been called the Mocurrery system, that is to

t Proceedings of the National Institution, i, p. 156, 1842.
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The idea of a .siibskly from tlie Cieueral Governmen t seems to liave

been i)romineut in the minds of the fonnders of the Columbian Institute.

In the closing portion of the same address Dr. Cutbusli naively remarked

as follows:

I eiuinol lefrain from indnlgino- in the pleasing hope that the mem-
bers of our National Government, to whom has been confided the guard-
ianship ot the District of Columbia, will exteiid their fostering care to

this establishment, aiul that a part of the public grounds, reserved for

national imr])oses, maybe vested in the Columbian Institute. I would
also with due deference suggest that a small pecuniary aid would en-

able the Institute at an earlier period to extend its benefits to all parts

make the laud, personal property and not to revert to the sovereign. This plan, pur-

sued through several years of zeal ami devotion to humanity, lie accomplished. The
Norman conquest, the revolution in England in 1088, were great events and they

mark epochs in history .and are treated as such, while Mr. Law's revolution without

Moodshed e\'entually changed the whole moral and social condition of Hiudostan,

settled estates in persons and as ])ersoual property, and \int an end to all the calam-

ities which were consequent of the old system; yet the event is scarcely heard of;

perhaps there are not three men in this country who ever heard of it yet."

In a letter written to Law hy Marquis Cornwallis in 1796 he said: "We lahored

together for the security of person and pi'operty to the subjects of the British Gov-
ernment in Asia," and referred to ''that plan of which I shall ever with gratitude

acknowledge you as the founder."

Another reform suggested hy Mr. Law was in connection with the commercial

relations of India with England. Concerning this Mr. Law writes in 1824

:

"The augmented we<ilth and prosperity of many of the natives of India since I

quitted Bengal is evinced hy commercial events and improvements, some of which
have fulfilled my anticipations, when I proposed to the company, and was urgent

with them, to throw open and enlarge new branches of trade originally in India.

Cotton anil sugar are now imported thence into England, and British manufiictnres

have been exported to pay for these new and rich Asiatic cargoes, and this to an

amount that in 1815 was estimated at £870,177. Five years afterward, in 1819, the

value of such manufactures exported to India exceeded three millions sterling."

One of the results of this Indian reform was doubtless the abolition at so early a

day of negro slavery in the British West Indies.

Another of his reforms was that effected when at an early age he was governor of

Behar, and which was perhaps his chief popular title to the appellation of " Father

of the People." The Capital of Behar is as much venerated by the Hindus as Mecca
by the Mohammedans. Pilgrims annually resort to it from all parts of India.

These pilgrims had been oppressed by heavy taxes ever since the estal)lisbment of

the Mohammedan government—taxes imposed according to the apparent dignity of

the pilgrims, which was rated by the number of their animals, and the palanquins,

horses, or elephants which accompanied them. When Mr. Law became collector

the exactions were so ouerous that many Hindus were deterred from fulfilling their

religious usages, but through his efforts the taxes were diminished to a moderate

sum, a greater number of pilgrims would pay it, and, while the demands of the reve-

nue were fulfilled, " purposes of humanity were forwarded and the pious feelings

of the natives were gratified." [Law's "Reply," p. 7.]

Mr. Law's removal from England was due in part to an act of injustice on the part

of the East Indian Company, which resulted in considerable financial loss t« himself,

and in part to his "decided disapprobation of an impolitic and exhausting w.ar that

the administration was then carrying on against France."

He conceived a great admiration for the character of AVashington, and when he
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of the IJuited States, and to render an essential serviee to tlie nation
by perpetuating an establislinient worthy of the ineti'()i)olis bearing the
name of our illustrious Washington, where at some futnre ])eriod the
y<nith of our cimutry will repair to complete their education at the na-

tional seminary, to which tlie Botanical Garden and i^lineralogical

Cabinet would be important ap\)endages.

Cutbnsh's address before the Columbian Institute, nearly three-

quarters of a century ago, is well worthy of study at the present time.

knew of tlie eifoi'ts being made to establish a national capital he became auxions to

indentify himself witli its growth from the very beginning.

He invested all of his pi'oi)erty in houses and lots in Washington, and for forty

years was one of the most zealous and enlightened citizens.

S. L. Knapp (Ignatius Loyala Robertson, LL.D.) wrote of him in ISMO in his

Sketches of Public Characters

:

"He purchased largely of the soil, built on an extensive scale, snggested ten thou-

sand plans for the improvement of the city and for the prosperity of the nation ; but

the slow, doubtful, and often strange course of Congress came not only in his way,
but iu the way of all those deeply interested in the welfare of the city; and he has

spent the days of his maturity and wisdom in unavailing efforts for the improvement
of it. It is ha])py for him, however, that he has lived to see the dawn of a better

day for Washington, and, if he cannot stay here long to enjoy it, he will rejoice in

the hopes of his friends and descendants."

Among the enterprises in which he ]>articipate<l at an early day was the erection

of the great l»nilding south of the capit(d which has for so many years borne the

inscription "Law House."

Three sous, born in India, accompanied Mr. Law to America, one of whom, Mr.

John Law, a lawyer in Washington, died before 1824, and all before 1834.

Mr. Law married, as second wife, Miss Cnstis, daughter of George Washington
Parke Cnstis, the stepson and adopted son of Washington, thus allying himself by

family ties with the man whom he so much revered.

Mr. Law was a zealous advocate of a national paper currency and i)ublished a

book ou currency.

He also wrote poetry and contributed to general literature.

He was one of the leaders iu the intellectual life of the infant capital, and not-

withstanding his personal eccentricities was universally respected. As one of the

founders of the first learned society in Washington, he is worthy of our veneration;

and since he has been ignored by the biographical dictionaries this uotice of his

life has been written.

He died in 1S34.

Reference to Mr. Law's character and career may be found in an obituary in the

National Intelligencer, 1834, quoted iu the New England Magazine, September,

1834, iu Sketches of Public Characters, by "Ignatius Loyola Robertson" (S. L.

Knapp) in the biographical sketch of William Winston Seaton, by his daughter, and

in Faux's Memorable Days in America, the review of which in No. 68 of the Quar-

terly Review evoked Mr. Law's "Reply'' which contains iiuich autobiographical

matter.

The following are titles of some of Mr. Law's publications, for the verbal accuracy

of which no responsibility is taken, since they are usually given second-hand:

1792. Law, Thomas. Sketch of some late arrangements and a review of the rising

resources of Bengal. Loudon, 1792. 8". Lib. Cong.

1794. Law, Thomas. "On Bengal," etc. Perha])s another ed. of that printed in

1792. Quoted by Allibone.

1806. [Law, Teiomas.] Ballston Springs. [A j.oem.] New York, 1806. Boston

Ath.



THE GENESIS OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM. 279

It is full of euliglitened patiiotism and of bopoful i>i"oi)liecy for tlie

United States and for Washington. -^ Where genius and talent are re-

spected, rewarded, and promoted," wrote he ''the arts and sciences will

rlourish and the wealth and ]>ower of the nation increase."

The wisdom of such men as Cutbush opened the way foi' the organ-

ization of the National Institution, which in its turn, as we shall see,

had an im])ortant influence toward shaping the course of the Smith-

sonian Institution.

Indeed the gejiu of the Smithsonian idea may be found in Cutbush's

address—and his si)irit was kindred to that of Henry and his associates,

who worked under more favorable conditions thirty years later.*

1820. Law, Thomas. Remarks on the report of the Secretary of the Treasury,

March 1, 1819. Wihnington, 1820. 8^. Boston Ath.

1821. Law, Thomas. A reply to certain insinuations, published as an article in the

sixty-eighth uunil)er of the Quarterly Review. Washington, 1827. 8*^. pi».

1-27. (1.) Lib. Cong. Refers to a libelous article; a review of Faux's

Memorable Days in America.

1827. Law, Thomas (and others). Report of the proceedings of the committee ap-

jtointcd in Washington in 1824 to present a memorial to Congress, praying

for the establishment of a national curi-ency. Washington : Way & Gideon.

1821. 8^'. 40 pp. Lib. Cong. ; Boston Ath.

182.'). Law, Thom.\s. Address before the Columbian Institute. Washington, 1825.

8 . Boston Ath.

182G. Law, Thomas. Consider.ations tending to render the policy questionable of

plans for licinidatiug, within the next four years, of the f> per cent stocks of

the United States. Washington: S. A. Elliott. 1820. 8^. pp. 22. Lib.

Cong.; Boston Ath.

1827. "Law, Thomas. Propositions for creating means for commencing the Chesa-

peake and Ohio Canal, with report of committee thereon. [Washington,

, 1827?] 1 folio sheet. Lib. Cong.

1828. Law, Thomas. Address to the Columbi.an Institute on a moneyed system.

Washingtcm, 1828. 8^\ Lib. Cong. ; Boston Ath.

1830. Law, Thomas. Address to the Columbian Institute on the question, "What
ought to be the circulating medium of a nation f" Washington, 1830. 8*^.

Lib. Cong.; Boston Ath.

1833. Law, Thomas. Synopsis of a ])lan for a national currency. Washingtim, 1833

8'\ liil). Cong.
* The two brothers .lames and Edward Cutbush were among the most active of the

])0]nilar teachers and promoters of science and education at the beginning of the

present century, and it would be unjust to allow their names to drop out of the his-

tory of American science.

Both were physicians, both teachers of chemistry, both enthusiastic m the work
of founding schools and learned societies. They were born, certainly in Pennsylva-

nia, probably Philadelphia, somewhere between the years 1750 and 1770. Edward
entered the medical department of the University of Pennsylvania in 1790 and grad-

uated in 1794, anil his brother .Tames at about the same time or a little later. James
Cutbush at the beginning of the century, .and for a few years subsequent, was en-

gaged in delivering courses of chemical lectures in Philadelphiii, presumably for the

benefit of medical students.

He appears to have enlisted as a volunteer in a Pennsylvania regiment at the

begiiniiug of the war of 1812, and at its close, on the 12th of August, 1814, was
appointed Assistant Apothecary General in the regular army of the ITuited States,
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The National Institution beuan its career at a time wLeii tlie country

was chafing under the irritation of the delays of Congress in organizing

the institution of learning provided by Sinithson, whose legacy had for

some years been deposited in the Treasury.*

which position ht- hchl until 1820, when he was appointerl post sni'geon and chief

ineilical officer of the Military Academy at West Point. In November, 1821, he was
made assistant surgeon and acting professor of chemistry and miueralogy in the

academy, in whicii capacity he served until his death, which occurred on Decemher

15, 1823.

His most important work, A System of Pyrotechny (Svo, Philadelphia, 182.^), i-xliv,

1-612), was published in Philadelphia after his death by his widow, aided liy a sub-

scription from the cadets of the Military Academy.
Another work, entitled "The Philosophy of Experimental Chemistry," in two

volumes (Philadelphia, 1813, 12mo, (1) pp-xii, 1-356(2) i-viii, 1-3,S9) ay.iiears to have

been the earliest general work or text b<»ok on chemistry written in America,

although Benjamin Rush had printed a syllabus of his lectures which gave him the

title to be considered •'the fatlu'V of chemistry in America," and James C'utbush

himself had, as early as 1807 or 1808, pre]>ared an Epitome of Chemistry, ior the use

of St. John's College, in which he was a teacher, of the publication ol' which, how-

ever, I have found no record.

In 1812 he delivered an " Oration on Education" (Philadelphia, 1812, 8vo, pp. 1-50),

before the Society for the Promotion of a Rational System of Education, of whicli

he was vice-president—an enlightened and eloquent address full of historical infor-

mation. He also pnldished in 1808 a book called " The Useful Cabinet," a treatise

"On Hydrostatics and Specitic Gravity," and also certain papers in the American

Joui'ual of Science.

Besides holding a corresponding membership in the Columbian Institute at Wash-
ington, which was founded by his bi'other, he was president of the Columbian Chem-
ical Society and member of the Liuna'an and Agricultural Societies of Philadeljihia.

Rafinesque, enumerating in 1817 those of the American scientific men whom he con-

sidered entitled to rank as philosophers, mentions the name of Cutbush along with

his own and those of Jeft'erson. Clinton, Vauglian, Bentley, Winthrop, Patterson,

Williamson, Griscom, Wood, Dupout, Woodward, Rush, Mitchell, Ramsay, and

Priestly.

Edward Cutbush, after his graduation at the Philadelphia Medical School in 1794,

became attached to the militia of Pennsylvania, first as hospital surgetm and sub-

se([ueut]y as surgeon-general. On the 24th of .June, 1799, he was appointed a sur-

geon in the U. S. Navy, in which capacity he served until June 20, 1829, when he

resigned. In the years 1816 and 1817 he appears to have been stationed in Wash-
ington, and at this time participated in the foundation of the Columbian Institute

for the Promotion of Science. I can find no record of his whereabouts after 1829

until 1835, when he was a resident of Geneva, N. Y., and participated in the estab-

lishment of the medical institute of Geneva College, in which he became professor

of chemistry. On the occasion of its formal opening, on February 10, 1835, he deliv-

ered a discourse "On the history and methods of medical instruction" (Geneva,

1835, 8vo, pp. 1-24). In 1842 he appears to have been still at Geneva, and at this

time was probably a man seventy or eighty years of age. His Washington addiess

and his Geneva address appear to be his only literary remains, with the exception ot

a book which was published in Philadelphia in 1808 entitled "Observations on the

Means of Preserving the Health of Soldiers and Sailors," etc. (Philadelphia, 1808,

Svo, pp. i-xvi, 1-316, 1-14).

""Smithson had died in 1829, but the legacy did not become availalde until after

the death of his nephew, the residuary legatee, in 1835, after which, in August or

September of that year, the Government of the United States was first apprised of
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It has already been suggested that tlie I^ational Institution owed its

origin to tlie intluence of the Smitlison bequest. Indeed it may not be

altogether im])()ssible that it was founded with speeial reference to some

l>lan looking toward securing the control of this bequest.

Although less than fifty years have gone by, \ can not learn that any
of those who were active nieinl)ers at the finite of its organization are

still living, and unfortunately no one seems to have left any written

record of the secret history of this very significant movement.
It seems possible, however, to read between the lines, in the official

](ublications of the society, and the utterances of its friends, and thereby

to acquire a certain additional insight into their meaning.

With this in mind, it is instructive to review briefly the history of the

discussions which preceded the final organization of the Smithsonian

Institution—not with reference to its entire i)olicy, for this has already

been well done by others, but in connection with its relations to the

national institution, and the custodianship of the National Museum.
In 1835, as we have seen, the fact was first made known that Smith-

son, who had died in Genoa, six years earlier, had bequeathed the re-

version of his whole estate to the United States of America "to found

at Washington, under the name of the Smithsonian Institution, an estab-

lishment for the increase and diffusion of knowledge among men."

The bequest was conununicated to Congress by the President on the

17th of December, and was a(;cepted by Congress by an act approved
July 1, 1836, pledging "the faith of the United States" to the due ap-

l)lication of the fund to the purposes of the bequevSt.

On the first of September, 1838, the pi'oceeds of the estate, amounting
to $508,318.46, was xjaid into the United States mint, and shortly after

the convening of Congress in that year, in a message dated December
6, Presich^it Van Buren informed both Houses that the amount received

having been invested, he deemed it inoper to invite the attention of

Congress to the obligation devolving upon the United States to fulfill

the object of the becpiest.

Eight sessions of Congress ])assed by before any definite plan of

organization was decided uprm, and suggestions from all parts of the

country were liberally forthcoming. Strange to say nearly every sug-

gestion, no matter how humble its source, seems to have had its weight

in the deliberations, and almost every one was embodied in one or more

of the provisions of the numerous bills brought up for the consideration

of Congress.

In 1836, when this matter first came to the notice of the Senate, it

seems to have been the generally accepted opinion of those who took

the fact of the existence of such a bequest. The legacy was brought to New York in

August, 1838, but no definite action was taken concerning its application until eight

years later, when on August 10, 1840. the act of Congress establishing the Smithsonian

Institution was passed. The Regents beUl their first meeting September 7, 1846, and

elected a secretary, who accepted the trust on December 14, and entered upon his

duties a week later.
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l);ut ill the discussion that the iiitcntiou of the testator was the estab
lisliiiig' of a university.

In this direction, too, was the tendency of the advice of those "per-
sons versed in Kcienee and in matters iehitiuj>' to public education," to

whom in July, 1838, the Secretary of State addressed letters, asking
advice as to the most advantageous mode of apjjlying the proceeds of

the bequest.*

Of these, three favored a school of high grade. President Wayland,
an institution which should occupy " the space between the close of a

collegiate education aiul a professional school; Di. ( hooper, '< an insti-

tution of the character of a university;" President Chai)iu, "an insti-

tution for liberal and professional purposes and for the promotion of

original investigations—to carry through a range of studies much
above those of tlie ordinary collegiate couise."

Horatio Hubbell, of Philadelphia, also in a letter to President Van
Buren urged a university on the German ])lan,with numerous i)rofessor-

shii)s, chietiy scientific, and l*rof. Dungieson, of the University of Vir-

ginia, in two very favorable letters in the " Southern Literary Messen-
ger" (under the signature "J," Vol. V, 1838, p. 828, Vol. vi, 1840, p. 25)^

proposed the foundation of "a central school of natural science," to be

supplemented in time by a botanical garden, an observatory, a zoolog-

ical institute, or anah)gous means (including, doubtless, in his mind,

museum collections), for i)rosecnting in a proper way tlie great sciences

of astronomy and general physiology—" a school where natural philos-

ophy, chemistry, geology, mineralogy, i)hilosophy, and all other sciences

(iould effectually be taught—a school which, so far from clashing Avitli

others, would aid them—which, although it migiit be helped by a gift

of funds from the nation, could nevertheless go into operation without

them—which under a wise management could be speedily brought to

yield results of the utmost practical importance, and fulfill to the very

letter the wishes of the testator." t

Mr. Rush objected to a school of any kind, and proposed a plan which
more nearly than any other of the early ones corresponded with that

which was finally adopted. In a sliadowy way he outlined a system of

scientific correspondence, of lectureships, of general cooperation with

the scientific ettbrts of the Grovernment, of a liberal system of ])ublica-

tion, and even of collections of geological, zoological, botanical, ethno-

logical, and economical objects.

The fifth response was from the venerable Senator and ex-President,

Jolin (^uiucy Adams, who, from 1835, when he was appointed chairman

'"These are the names of the persons thus addressed:

The Hon. John Quiuoy Adams, Senator and ex-President; Thomas Cooper, m. n.,

Cohimbia, S. C; Hon. Richard Rush, Sydenham, near Phihidelphia, Pa.; Prof.

Francis Wayland, President of Brown University, Providence, R. I.; Hon. Albert

Gallatin, Rev. Stephen Olin, Phelau Lindsley, and others.

t Southern Literary Messenger, I. c, and also Khees, "Documents," etc., pp. 864-890.
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of the select coiiimittoe of the House, to re))oit u}>oii the Sinitbsou

bequest, appears to have taken a deep interest in its fate, and to have
felt personally responsible for its judicious administration. In his letters

to the Secretary of State, October 8 and 11, 1838, he brought forward

with threat vigor the proposal that the ftrst use to be made of the fund

was the establishment of a great national astronomical observatory,

and in January, 1839, as chairman of the House committee, acting

jointly with a similar committee from the Senate, he reported a bill

(House bill 11(11, Senate bill 203) providing for the establishment of an
observatory fully equipped, with provision for the publication of its

observations, and the annual composition and publication of a nautical

almanac.

This bill, which was evidently a minority report of the joint commit-

tee, was reinforced by two sets of resolutions, i^roposed by Mr. Adams
in the House, one reported from the committee, January 26, providing

—

That the first appropriation from the interest or income of the Smith-
sonian fund ought to be for the erection and establishment, at the city of
Washington, of an astronomical observatory, provided with the best
and most approved instruments and books, for the continuing observa-
tions, calculation and recording of the remarkable phenomena of the
heavens, for the periodical i)ublication of the observations thus made,
and of a nautical almanac for the use of the mariners of the United
States and of all other navigating nations.

The second, reported February 0, recited the opinion

—

That the education of the children of these United States is a duty
of solemn and indispensable obligation incumbent upon their parents
and guardians, not for the increase and diffusion of knowledge among
men, but to qualify them for the enjoyment of their rights, and the
l)erformance of their duties throughcmt life (and therefore), that no part
of the Smithsonian fund ought to be applied to the education of the
children or youths of the United States, uor to any school, college, uni-

versity, or institute of education.

The latter resolutions were evidently intended as a counterpoise to

the view still held by many members of the Senate, which was brought

forward by the speech of Senator Asher Bobbins, of Rhode Island,

January 10, 1839, in which he urged "that this institution should

make one of a number of colleges, to constitute a university, to be es-

tablished here, and to be end<iwed in a manner worthy of this great

nation and thus increase resources."

On the 18th of February Senator Bobbins produced an antidote to

Mr. Adams's anti-university resolution in the following:

1. Befiolred, That it is the duty of the United States, they having
accepted the trust under the will of Mr. Smithson, of Loudon, to exe-

cute that trust bona fide according to the true intent and meaning of

the testator.

2. Besolved, That the trust being to found an institution in the city of

Washington for the iiicrease and diffusion of knowledge among men,
the kind of institution which will have the eft'ect intended and described,

in the most eminent degree, will be the kind of institution which ought



284 EEPORT OF NATIONAL MUSEUM, 1891.

ill good faith to be adopted as being' most in accordaiu'e with the true
intent and meaning ot the testator.

3. Resolved, Tliat all experience having shown scieutitic and literary

institutions to be by far the most effectual means to the end of increas-

ing and diffusing knowledge among men, tlie Smithsonian Institution
siiould be a. scieutitic and literary institution, formed upon a model the
best calculated to make those means the most etfectual to that end.

4. Resolved, That to apply said trust fund to the erection and support
of an observatory would not be to fulfill bona tide the intention of the
testator, nor would it comport with the dignity of the United States to

owe such an establishment to foreign eleemosynary means.

Neither of the bills was received with favor, and the Twenty-fifth

Congress came to an end without any decisiou having beeu reached.

Senator Bobbins retired from x^ublic life at this time, and the university

idea was not subsequently brought promptly forward. Duriug this

session, however, various ])etitions were received. One was from Prof.

Walter R. Jolinson, urging the foundation, advocating the claims of

'' an institution for researches in practical science."*

Another was from Charles Lewis Fleisclimann, of the United States

Patent Office, proposing the establishment of an institution for the

promoti<m of agriculture, with experimental farms of 1360 acres, manu
factories, mills and workshops, a ccmsiderable staff of teachers and in-

structors, and one hundred students at the commencement, t

The Kentucky State Agricultural Society petitioned for the endow-

ment of an agricultural school or college out of the legacy, and the

Superintendent of the Coast Survey, Mr. Hassler, was urging the founda-

tion of an astronomical school.

In the meantime public interest was becoming awakened. The mat-

ter was agitated in the newspapers and reviews, petitions were coming-

in from individuals, urging speedy action, and the corporation of the

city of Washington, through their mayor, refer For(;e, presented a

vigorously worded memorial to Congress.f

Early in the first session of the Twenty-sixth Congress, 1839-41, Mr.

Adams again brought up the Smithson bequest, introducing again his

bill for the establishment of a national observatory and reenforcing it

by his famous report of 1840§ and a speech of considerable length, supple-

mented by an elaborate statement from the astronomer royal of Great

Britain concerning the observatories at Greenwich and elsewhere.

Mr. Adams seems to have been alone in his advocacy of the observa-

tory and his bill and report produced no results.

* Presented to the House of Representatives May 21, 1838.—See Rhees. Documents,

pp. 171-186.

1 Reported to the House, of Kopreseiitatives January 9, 1839.—See Rhees's Docu-

uieuts, etc., pp. 186-198.

\ Rhees's Documents, etc., i)p, 200, 201.

vS First session, House of Rejiresentatives Report No. 277. Smithson bequest. (To

accompany amendatory bill H. R. No. 1). May 5, 1840. Washinjiton: Blair & Ross,

printers. 8vo., pp. 155.
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It was Just at this time that tlie National Institution was organized

on tlie 15tli of May, 1840, by the adoption of a constitution and a dec-

hiratiou of its objects, "which are to j)roniote science and the useful

arts and to establish a national museum of natural history, etc."

The constitution of this society in its first form was somewhat inea-

ger, but as printed on tlie cover of the second bidletin of proceedings

is decidedly prophetic of the future act of incorporation of the Smith-

sonian Institution.

Its plan, however, was conceiA ed in a broad and liberal s])irit, its

membership was a strong one, including at the beginning about ninety

representative men of Washington, members of Congress, scientific men,
clergymen, and jnominent citizens, and as many more corresponding

members, among av horn Avere all the leading men of the country. Among
its principal otticers were the Secretary of War, the Secretary of the

I*^avy, ex-President Adams, the Chief of Engineers of the Army, and
other prominent officials. The meetings were well attended, the mem-
bership was enthusiastic, gifts of books and specimens began to flow in,

and the prospects of the society looked very bright.

In his discourse* on the objects and importance of the iSTational In-

stitution, delivered January 5, 1841, its president, Mr. Poinsett, referred

Itointedly to the Smith son bequest, saying that it offered a favorable

occasion for carrying into effect all the important objects connected

with a national institution, such as that just being organized in Wash-
ington, enabling the Government to afford all necessary proteQtion to

the promotion of science and the useful artst without the exercise of any
doubtful power, etc.

Soon after this, in February, Senators Linn and Preston, both mem-
l)ers of tlie National Institution, proposed new bills for the organiza-

tion of the Smithsonian Institution, at the same time reporting a bill

to incorporate the National Institution for the Promotion of Science.

By these bills the entire management of the Smithsonian fund was
to be intrusted to the National Institution. Its officers, a superin-

tendent, and six professors were to be nominated by that society, which

was also to prescribe their duties. Provision was made for joint occu-

pancy by the two institutions of buildings to be erected at the cost of

the Smithson bequest, and finally it was required

—

That all collections of works of art and of natural history owned by
the United States, not otherwise assigned (or "all wcu'ks of art, and
all books relating thereto, an<l all collections and curiosities belonging
to the United States in tlie ])ossession of any of the Executixe Dei»a.rt-

ments and not necessarily conuected with the duties thereof") shall be
deposited in said buildings (or "shall l)e transferred to said institutioD,

to be there preserved and arranged").

In these bills, drawn up in 1810, may be found the germ of the Na-

tional Museum idea, even to the extent of a proposition for an appro-

* Discourse, p. 49.

t The avowed objects of the Natioual lustitutiou.
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liriatiou from the National Treasury, to be expended under the direc-

tion of the officers of the National Institution, the president and di-

rectors of which were the i^rototypes of the Smithsonian Ohancelor

and Regents for purposes connected with the administration of the col-

lections such as it was not deemed proper to pay for out of the Smith-

sonian fund.*

The object of the National Institution was the promotion of .science

and the useful arts, but the principal agency chosen for accomplishing

this object was a national museum of natural history, etc.

This was stated clearly in its declaration of objects at the time of its

organization in 1840, as well as in its constitution.!

The sections relating to the Museum in the proposed act of incorpora-

tion of the Institution of 1841 corresponded precisely to Articles XIV
and XVI <}f the constitution of the society, except that the provision

for the appointment of curators by the Institution is omitted.

It was evidently the intention that the Board of Managers shcmld

control the national collections by virtue of the authority vested in

them in their proposed control of the Smithsonian Institution.

The act to incorporate the National Institution did not receive the

approval of C(mgress until 1842,| when new proposals for the organiza-

tion of the Smithsonian Institution were brought forward, very similar

in many respects to those which had developed within the National

Institution.

The idea of a national museum to be administered in connection with

* And for the trausportatiou aurt arrangement of the same, the sum of $5,000 is

hereby appropriated out of the Treasury of the United States, to be expended under

the direction of the president and directors of the Niitional Institution. (Senate

Bill, No. 245, Twenty-sixth Congress, 1839-41., Section No. 4.

t Constitution, May, 1840, January, 1841: Constitution, February, 1842:

Articlk XIV. The resident and corre- Article XIV. The Institution shall

spouding members shall exert themselves have power to appoint curators and

to procure specimens of natural history, others for the i»reservation and arrange-

etc, and the said specimens shall be raeut of its collections. The resident

placed in the cabinet, under the superin- aiul corresponding members shall exert

tendence of a board of curators to be themselves to procure specimens of nat-

appointed by the directors. All such ural history, etc., and the said specimens

specimens, etc., unless deposited spe- shall Ite placed in the cabinet under the

cially, shall remain in the cabinet, and in sni)erintendence of a curator or curators,

case of the dissolution of the Institution, All such specimens, etc., unless deposited

shall become the property of the United specially, shall remain in the cabinet.

States. and in case of a dissolution of the Insti-

tution, shall become the property of the

United States.

Artk'LK XVI. The various collections

of the Institution shall be placed in the

apartments which may be designated for

that purpose by a majority of the direc-

toi's.

^Senator Preston, April 11, 1842, reintroduced lus bill of the previous year.
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tlie Smithsonian orjiauizatiou had l)('eii suggested l)y no one in the live

years of discussion which i)receded the org'anization of the iSTatioual

Institution,

It is true that there had been plans proposed, especially those of

J)nngiison and Rush, which might have led up to the development of

a museum, but tlie value of the museum as an educational agency and

as an aid to research was not understood in those days. In its former

aspect, it needed the teachings of the great exhibitions from 1S51 to 187(5,

in the latter the vivifying influence of the Darwinian scientific renais-

sance of 1859.

The subject of the Smithsonian legacy and its proper dispi^sition was
henceforth one of those most frequently discussed by the founders of

the National Institution, and for years it Avas the oiiinion of many in-

fluential men that this society should be made the custodian of the

Smithson fund, and that the interests of the two establishments should

be united.

A vsuggestive indication of the sentiment of the oflicers of th<^ Insti-

tution is found in the letter of the committee of management to the

Secretaries of War and the Navy in 1842, in which they remark that the

object of the Naticmal Institution is " to increase and to diffuse knoivledge

among men "—making prominent the words of the Smithsonian bequest
instead of the official definition of the objects of their own society, and
deliberately indicating the fact of quotation, by the customary symbols.

The influence of this society was strongly and coutinuously4)resent

in (Congress, for the six years which followed its organization, until the

Smithsonian act was finally bound, and it seems very appropriate to try

to ascertain whose was the master mind which not only ])revailed in

finally ingrafting the develo]iment of the National Museum upon tln^

Smithsonian project, but which directly or indirectly led to the forma-

tion of the various features of organization which have become such
characteristic elements in the Smithsonian plan.

The controlling mind was evidently that of Joel R. Poinsett, of South
Carolina, wlio was Secretary of the Navy in 181(>, and at whose house
the society was organized, l)y eight persons, among whom were, of course,

Mr. Poinsett, Col. Abert, Mr. Markoe, and Col. Totten. Mr. Poinsett

was senior director, under the first ])lan of organization, and occupied
the chair at every meeting until, under the amended (constitution, he was
elected its first president in 1841. The amendment to the constitution

was doubtless made in order to retain his oflicial leadership, fi)r he be-

came director ex ojficio wliile Secretary of the Navy. With the close

of Van Bureu's administration he became a private citizen, but the

constitution was amended before his retirement from the Cabinet, and
the position of presiding officer was never prottered to his successor.

Although from this time on absent from the city, he was retained in

the presidency and reelected in 1841, the vice president of the society,

Col. Peter Force, continually j)residing in his absence.
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Although the society elected its officers annually, Mr. Poinsett told

Mr. xVdams soon after his election that he sliould for two years come
to Washington to preside over the National Institution for the Promo-
tion of Science. He was in fact reelected to the presidency at every

annual meeting until that of 1845, when, having d(icliued candidacy,

Senator Levi Woodbury was chosen president and Mr. Poinsett was
unanimously elected an honorary member of the Institution.

From this period the decline of the society's prosijerity Avas maiked.
It is more probable, however, that Mr. Poinsett's lack of interest was
a result of the weakness of the society than that the weakness resulted

from his lack of interest.

Perhaps, however, if Mr. Poinsett had been a resident of Washington
rather than of South (Carolina during the four years of his presidency,

the result would have been different.

That Mr. Poinsett, as early as 1838, was thinking seriously about the

disposition of the Smithsonian bequest is evident from an entry in the

diary of John Quincy Adams, under date of December 8.* Mr. Adams
was evidently suspicious, and believed that Mr. Poinsett did not give

him his entire confidence. In April, 1839, lu^ talked to him again, and
in 1811 he wrote again in his diary : ''April 17. Mr. Poinsett called upon
me and now fully disclosed his project, which is to place the investment
and disposal of the Smithsonian funds under the management of the

American Institution for the Promotion of Literature and Science, f

* * * He said that he had at present no other occupation on hand,

and would be willing to devote two years entirely to organizing the

establishment and getting it into full operation."

''I know not," continued the aged statesman, "that it could be
accomplished more effectively, and think I must acquiesce in this

arrangement and endeavor to carry it through."

Since the bills of Messrs. Linn and Preston had been already for two
months before the Senate, it seems strange that Mr. Adams should have
looked upon Mr. Poinsett's communication as a revelation—still more
so wlieii it is rememljcred how clearly he had expressed himself in his

"Discourse" in January.

|

* "Extracts from the Memoirs of John Quincy Adams": Rhees, Documents, etc.,

p. 769.

t Evidently meaning the National Institution.

t Mr. Poinsett was not only the first to ])ublicly suggest the union of the Smith-

sonian with the National Institution, but was constant in his advocacy of the proj-

ect. (See remarks, March S, 1841, Proc. Nat. Inst., i, p. 69, and letter, February 7,

1812, Proc. Nat. Inst., i, p. 1.57.) Dr. Peter S. Dupoiiceau, president of the Ameri-

can Philosophical Society in a letter to the institution in November, 1840, remarked:
"(Congress can not find a better opportunity to execute the will of that beneficent

testator than by laying hold of your institution and making it its own." (Proc, p.

12.) The Hon. Virgil Maxey, Charge d'Aft'aires at Belgium, wrote in December,
1840, that in his opinion no better use could be made of the beiiuest than " to place

it under th" direction of a society organized for the proper carrying into effect views
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Poiusett, when elected to the presidency of the National Institution,

was a man sixty-two years of age, who had lived an eventful life, full

of opportunities for observing the institutions of Europe, Asia, and
South America. His culture was broad and syujpathetic, and he was,

perhaps, better fitted than any of the public men of his time to appre-

ciate the necessity of organizing our public institutions on the most
liberal and comprehensive plan.

In his interviews with those who advocated the establishment of an
observatory as the first result of the Smithsonian legacy, he showed
full appreciation of the value of such an institution, but seems to have
kept before his own mind a much more comprehensive ideal.

Poinsett was the first to suggest the idea of a great national museum
at the capital of the nation.

In his address upon ''The Objects and Importance of the National

Institution for the Promotion of Sciences," delivered at the first anni-

versary meeting of the society, January 4, 1841, he advocated boldly

the formation of a national museum as one of the most imi)ortant fea-

tures of a ''central establishment at the seat of government, such as is

maintained in every country in Eurox)e for the advantage of those who
cultivated the arts and sciences."

To one who reads this address it will l)ecome evident that it was
Poinsett who put in Avords the definition of the objects of the National

Institution—"to promote science and the useful arts, and to establish

a national museum of natural history."

The following is an extract from this address

:

The lovers of science, literature, and the fine arts residing in the
District felt sensibly the absence of those resources which are found
elsewhere and are necessary for the attainment of knowledge. They
were mortified to perceive that the great advantages jiossessed by the
l)ublic authorities at Washington were neglected, and that, at the seat
of government of this great nation, there existed fewer means than in
any other city of the Union of prosecuting those studies which, while
they impart dignity and enjoyment to existence, lead to the most use-
ful practical results. They believed it to be their duty to arouse the
attention of Government to these deficiencies, and, at all events, to
address themselves to the task of supplying them, as far as could be
done by their individual and combined exertions. For these purposes
they have formed an association and applied themselves to collect

identical with those contemplated hy the philauthropical and philosophical testa-

tor." (Proc, p. 46.)

See in this connection letters from Richard Rush, on the Smithsonian Bequest
(Second Bulletin of Proceedings Nat. Inst., 1842, pp. 201-204); from Peter S.

Duponceau, on the Smithsonian Bequest {op. cit., 204-208); from Hon. Virgil

Maxey, charge d'atfaires of the United States to Belgium (First Bulletin, pp. 46^7)

;

Opening Address by John Tyler, President of the United States, patron of the

National Institute (Second Bulletin, pp. 437, 438); letter from the Hon. Levi Wood-
bury, United States Senate (oj). cit., pp. 4.51-453) ; Smithsonian Bequest, by the Hon.
Richard Rush (op. cit., pp. 455-460) ; address of Hon. Mr. Preston, of the United States

Senate [op. cit., \>. 236); letter of John Pickering, of Boston, September 1, 1841 {op.

cit., pp. 109-ini).

SM 91, PT 2 19
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specimens of geology and mineralogy and otlier objects of natural his-

tory, and, for the sliort period of its existence, the efforts of the Insti-

tution have been eminently successful.

They have entered into correspondence with other learned societies
and have been encouraged to proceed by their approbation and profited
by their generous coo])eration. They have invited the assistance of
their fellow citizens in the most distant States and Territories, and hope,
by their aid, to collect documents and facts illustrative of the early
history of our country, specimens of its geology and of its mineral and
vegetable i^roductions, and, if not to preserve the animals and plants
themselves, which are j^assiug away before the progress of settlement
and cultivation, at least to i^erpetuate their forms and the memory of
their existence. They hope to be able to illustrate these subjects and
others connected with them by a series of gratuitous lectures, and en-
tertain a confident expectation that numbers whose duties compel
them annually to assemble here will view with interest collections of
the natural productions of America, drawn from every State and Ter-
ritory in the Union, and, becoming sensible of their utility, will con-
tribute on their return to swell their amount and to spread throughout
the country a taste for literary and scientific pursuits.

In another place in the discourses of Mr. Poinsett we find avowals

of j)lans and ambitious aspirations for the future of the National Mu-
seum which would satisfy the most ambitious of its supporters of to-

day. He spoke thus

:

Specimens of natural history are rapidly accumulating. The explor-
ing expedition has already sent home a large collection, which remains
packed away in boxes in a room belonging to the Philadelphia museum,
generously loaned by the comi3any for that purpose; and we may antici-

pate from the abiUty and well-known zeal of the naturalists who ac-

comjianied it by order of Government that the squadron itself, shortly
expected, will return richly freighted with objects of natural history.

I can not believe that after all the labor, pains, and expense incurred in

procuring them these specimens are not to be brought to Washington,
to be arranged and exhibited here. A geological survey of the Terri-

tory of Iowa was made a few months since by order of the Govern-
ment, and numerous valuable specimens collected by Mr. Owen. Mr.
Nicolet has brought with him interesting collections made in the coun-
try he visited, and Dr. King, of Missouri, lately sent to the lead region
on business connected with the ordnance office, while there collected

specimens of minerals which are likewise destined for Washington.
The ordnance officers who have lately returned from Europe have
brought with them numerous specimens of the iron ores used in the
foundries there, and measures have been taken to procure, as objects

of comparison, those of the United States.

Several individuals have transmitted donations to the Institution,

while ethers have deposited their collections with us from a desire to

have them j)reserved and, at the same time, to benefit science. We
have reason to believe that this will be extensively done as soon as tlie

Institution is firudy established. There are many of our countrymen
who, like Sir Hans Sloan, the founder of the British Museum, look
forward with regret to the sale and dispersion of their collections, made
at great cost and pains, and, desiring to have them preserved entire,

would deposit them with an institution which will be as stable as the
Government that protects it.

In every country in Europe those who cultivate the arts and sciences
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enjoy the advautage of finding- in each capital a central establishment,
snch as we propose.
In London, tlie Koyal Museum, which was commenced by the enlight-

ened liberality of an individual, and subsequently enriched by similar
bequests, and now liberally X)atronized by Government, possesses all

that is necessary to protect and encourage literature, science, and the
arts.

The Society for the Promotion of Science and the Useful Arts in Dublin,
having an extensive museum of natural history, a botanic garden, and
school of design, fulfills effectually the objects of its institution ami
justifies the very liberal iDatronage of the British Government. There
students in every branch of science find the means of improvement, and
some of the most accomplished artists in England have been instructed
in this school.

In this country we are best acquainted with the museum, botanical
and zoiilogical gardens, and liberal course of instruction at the Jardiu
des Plantes, in Paris, where strangers resort from every quarter of the
world to consult the collections and listen to lectures, which are open to

all who choose to attend them. These courses of lectures are delivered
by the ablest and most eloquent men in France, on every brancli of
science. In the summer botany is taught in a garden abounding in all

the vegetable productions of the world; zoology in the midst of speci-
mens of every known animal, and other branches of natural his-

tory, with the advautage of extensive collections, whicli are augment-
ing daily by an enlightened and active system of exchanges; chemistry
and technology are illustrated by well-conducted experiments and ad-
mirably adapted apparatus, and every branch of natural philosophy
taught with clearness and precision and explained by the most ample
means of illustration. These lectures are attended by students who
have completed their academic course and by men of science who seek
to increase their knowledge.
There can be no doubt that a national institution, such as we con-

template, having at its comnumd an observatory, a museum containing
collections of all the productions of nature, a botanic and zoological
garden, and the necessary apparatus for illustrating every brancli of
physical science, would attract together men of learning and students
from every part of our country, would open new avenues of intelligence
throughout the whole of its vast extent, and would contribute largely
to disseminate among the people the truths of nature and the light of
science.
A fortunate occurrence of circumstances offers a favorable occasion

to carry all these imj)ortant objects into immediate effect. A liberal

and enlightened Englishman, foreseeing the benefits which would re-

sult to science throughout the world by its successful cultivation in the
vast and extensive field offered by these States and Territories, with
enlarged views and praiseworthy philanthropy has bequeathed a fund
to be employed for the sacred purposes of increasing and diffusing
knowledge among men. This bequest will enable the Government to

afford all necessary jn'otection to the promotion of science and the use-

ful arts, without the exercise of any doubtful power, by the application
of the annual interest of tliis fund to the establishment of an observa-
tory, the erection of suitable buildings to contain the collections, and
for lecture rooms, the purchase of books and instruments, and the sal-

aries of professors and curators.

Poinsett's enthusiasm was contagious, and his arguments, based as

they evidently were upon careful observations and judicious reasoning,
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aud inspired by hopeful patriotism, brought him many sympathizers.

Among- these the Hon. Levi Woodbury, who had been a member of the

same Cabinet ^yith Mr. Poinsett, and subsequently was in the Senate,

Senator W. 0. Preston, one of the directors of the Institute, Senator

11. J. Walker, of Mississippi, Senator S. P. Linn, ofMissouri, correspond-

ing members, appear to have been especially friendly to the plans of Mr,

Poinsett, and on various occasions promoted the interests ofthe National

Institution on the tioor of the Senate from 1841 to 1846.

In June, 1842, Mr. Poinsett was again in Washington, and on the

11th presided at a meeting at the home of Mr. Francis Markoe for the

purpose of connecting the organizations of the National Institution

with that of the Smithsonian Institution.

'^Mr. Preston," wrote John Quincy Adams, ''has introduced into the

Senate a bill for combining these two institutions, and now stated to

the meeting his views on the subject, embracing an appropriation of

$20,000 and the occupation by law of n large portion of the Patent

Office building for the preservation and arrangement of the objects of

curiosity collected by the exploring expedition under Lieut. Wilkes,

now daily exx)ected homej and he called on me to say how far my pur-

poses may be concurrent with these suggestions.

"I said I had the warmest disposition to favor them, and thought

there was but one difficulty in the Avay, which might perhaps be sur-

mounted. I had believed that the whole burden and the whole honor of

the Smithsonian Institution should be exclusively confined to itself, and

not entangled or commingled with any national establishment requir-

ing appropriations of public money. I exposed the principles upon

which all my movements relating to the Smithsonian bequest have been

founded, as well as the bills which at four successive Congresses I have

reported, first, for obtaining the money and then for disposing of the

fund.

"At the motion of Mr. Walker, of Mississippi, the president, Mr.

Poinsett, was authorized to appoint a comniittee of five members of the

Institute, to confer with Mr. Preston and me upon the means of con-

necting the Smithsonian Institution with the National Institute."

Nothing seems to have resulted from these deliberations.

On the 13th of June, at a stated meeting of the National Institution,

Senator Preston was present, and delivered, as the records inform us,

" an eloquent speech, in which he descanted at length on the history

and labor of the Institution, what it had done, and what it proposed

to do, its capacity to be eminently useful to the country and Congress,

the advantage of uniting the Smithsonian Institution with it, etc., and

appealed to Congress and to the liberal citizens of the United States to

come forward in aid of a glorious cause and in the accomplishment of

the great national objects which the Institution has in view," * etc.

* Proceedings of the National Institution (3il Bulletin, 1845) vol. i, p. 236. A copy-

was requested for publication (?. v., p. 241) but I can not learn that it was ever put

iu type.
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Senator Prefston's bill for Mio Tiiiiou of the two institutions came to

naught.*

During- this session, however, the act to incorporate the National

Institute, as it was lienceforth to be called, passed in a much modified

form, and was approved July 27, 1842,t and the society now seems to

have felt much more secure in its project of retaining the control ofthe

National Museum, and either of gaining" eventually the management
of the Smithson fund or of obtaining an appropriation from Congress.

Senator Woodbury,| in commenting uijon the form of the charter, re-

marked that

—

Care was taken originally to make the institute different from all

other chartered bodies even in the District, so as to elevate it above
every motive of personal gain, dedicating its labors exclusively to ob-
jects of a pn.blic character and vesting all the property possessed for
this purpose in the Government itself; and thus by rendering it na-
tional in substance as well as in name, to obviate any constitutional
objection which might arise against measures in its behalf.

The change of tho name from Institution to Institute seems to have
been made in deference to a suggestion by Dr. Duponceau in a letter

written April, 1842, in which he said

:

I have seen witli great pleasure the bill brought into the Senate by
the Hon. Mr. Preston. It fully coincides with the views that I have
expressed. The object, in my opinion, is to preserve the superiority of
the National Institution over the Smithsonian, and of the Government
over both.

I would beg leave to suggest whether it would not be advisable to
make some small alteration in the name of the National Institution so
that it should not bear exactly the same name with the Smithsonian,
but one expressive of some degree of superiority. I would recommend,
for instance, that of Institute, which appears tome more dignified than
that of institution, which is equally applicalde to a school or college as
to a great national establishment for the promotion of science. My
idea would be to call the national establishment the '' National Insti-

tute for the Promotion of Science,'" and the subordinate one the "Smith-
sonian Institution," without more.

No appropriation came, however, and the charter and changed name
failed to make the society more prosperous.

At a meeting June 20,§ 1842, a resolution was passed appointing a

committee to solicit private contributions of money and property.

*It was laid upon the table July 18, 1812, and never again taken up.

t See Charter of Incorporatioii, Constitution and By-Laws iu Appendix to this

report and in Proe. Nat. Inst., i. pp. 388-392. See also "Bill to incorporate the Na-

tional Institution," etc., reported by Senator Preston (S. No. 258) Febrnary 17, 1841,

in Rhees. Documents, etc., pji. 239-341. See also Memorial of the Officers of the

National Institution for the Promotion of Science, January 21, 1842 (House Docs.

No. 59, Twenty-seventh Congress, second session, ii), submitting draft of a bill of

incorporation.

t See remarks of Senator Woodbury in full, Proc. Nat. Inst., i, pp. 336, 337.

§ Evidently not June 13, though so statinl in one portion of minutes. See Pi'oc.

Nat. Inst., I., pp. 2,36, 241, 335.
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At aiiotlier meeting?, Augusts, 1842, a report* was made by tins com-

mittee iu wliicli tliey proposed to institute an annual scientific conven-

tion at Washington, during the session of Congress, and under the

auspices of the institution, and also recommended an extensive system

of exchange of specimens for the benefit of the museum.

At the meeting of September 12, 1842, Mr. Poinsett, the president,

proposed a series of resolutions t intended to put the recommendation

of the report into effect.

All of these resolutions and reports were issued in the form of circu-

lars (October 15, 1842, and February 24, 1843), but the appeals "to the

liberality and public spirit of our countrymen," were without avail.

Consequently a special meeting of the board of management was held

December 23, 1843, at the office of the Se(;retary of State. That the

society was regarded at that time as one of national importance is shown

by the presence at the meeting of Mr. Upshur, the Secretary of State,

who took an active part in the i)roceedings 5 the Hon. John Quincy

* The committee appointed to devise and execute such measures as should be

deemed expedient to obtain contributions and other aid to tlie Institute would nialve

an informal report.

They i^ropose making an appeal to the public, by disseminating an account of the

Institute, its past efforts, its condition, and its prosjiects, and an exhibition of the

many reasons why it should be sustained and encouraged by the citizens of the

United States. In their judgment the best means of doing this will be the publi-

cation of the remarks addressed to the Institute by the Hon. Mr. Preston, Senator

from South Carolina, on the evening of the 13th of June last.

They also propose to address circulars to prominent individuals in the dift'ereut

States, inviting their cooperation, particularly in receiving and transmitting con-

tributions.

They recommend that the Institute authorize the president and secretaries to

sanction their circulars by their official signatures.

They ijropose that a meeting of the learned men of our country, distinguished for

their attainments in the different sciences, particularly in those termed physical,

should be held annually at the seat of the General Government, at some early period

of the session of Congress, under the auspices of the Institute, to communicate the

results of their inquiries, to compare their oliservations, and to promote the general

interests of science. It has seemed to the committee that this Institute affords an

opportunity, which ought not to be neglected, of concentrating the genius and

learning of our country at a common center, from which the beams of intelligence

will radiate to gladden and bless the land.

They recommend that, in addition to the powers already conferred, the committee

be authorized to make arrangements for such a meeting, at a day as early as may be

found practicable, and to invite the attendance of those who desire to participate in

its proceedings.

They think that a system of exchanges of mineral and geological sjiecimens, and

perhaps of other articles, with the private and public collections in different parts

of the Union, may be established with reciprocal advantage; and that the Museum
of this Institute may, by these and other means, be enabled in time to exhibit the

various treasures of our different soils ; and they would suggest the appointment of

a committee to whom this subject showld be given s})ecially in charge.—Proc. Nat-

Inst., I, 335.

tProc. Nat. Inst., i, 330.



THE GENESIS OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM. 295

Adams, wlio presided; vSeiiator Levi Woodbury, late Secretary of tLe

Treasury, who agreed to represent the meeting in Congress; tLe Hon.

J. R. Ingersoll, who acted as secretary, and who Avrote out in his pre-

amble to the minutes of the meeting a forcible statement of the needs

of the society; the Hon. C. J. Ingersoll, Senator R. J. Walker, besides

Col. Peter Force, Col. Albert, Col. Totten, Lieut. Maury, and the offi-

cers of the society.

The issue of this meeting was the decision ''to memorialize Congress;

on the subject of the condition and wants of the Institute."

The memorial was presented in due course of time, and in June, 1844,

Senator Choate i^resented a report upon the character and uses of the

institute, recommending that its property should be vested in the United

States and an appropriation made for its benefit.

I have not been able to find a copy of this memorial, but since it was

evidently prepared by Mr. J. R. Ingersoll* it is safe to assume that the

grounds for asking aid were essentially those named in his "preamble"

read to the society December 28, 1843.t

In the meantime, on the occasion of the first ;innual meeting of the

National Institute (under its new name and in its capacity as a cor-

poration) in April, 1844, the meeting of the friends of science, includ-

ing, besides all the mem])ers and patrons of the National Institute, the

members of the American Philosophical Society and of the "Associa-

tion of American Geologists and Naturalists " (the predecessor of the

American Association for the Advancement of Science), had been held

in Washington. The occasion was a brilliantly successful one. The
President of the United States presided at the first meeting and some
prominent public men at each of the others.

The National Institute received its full share of encomium. Presi-

dent Tyler lauded it highly, held out the hope that the Government
would " continue to it a fostering care," and expressed in a general way
the hope that it should be identified with the future National Museum
and the future Smithsonian Instituticni.

" Where can the Government find," said he, '' a safer depository for

the fruits of its expeditions, fitted out to explore distant and unknown
regions, than the National Institute? AVhat can it better do for the

' increase and diffusion of knowledge among men ' than by patronizing

and sustaining this magnificent undertaking!?"

Senator Walker, of Mississippi, one of the directors of the institute,

delivered a very appreciative introductory address on the present con-

dition and history of American science, ending with an appeal to scien-

tific men to come forward and unite with the people in sustaining and
advancing the National Institute.

* At the meeting of May, 1844, the Hon. Josopli R. IngersoH offered remarks npon
the pecuniary embarrassments of the Institute, and exjjressed a hope that Congress

would furnish tlie rec^uired aid. Proc. Nat. Inst., i, p. 359.

tProc. Nut. Inst.; I, p. 332.
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Senator Woortbnry, in a letter to the secretary of tlie institution,

expressed liiniself strongly in faver of making tlie society tlic iigent

of the Government in tlie matter of caring for collections, i)atents, and
copyrights, and also in the execution of the Smithson trust.

John Quincy Adams closed his address in these words:

I avail myself of this occasion to express my regret that, having
taken an huml)le part in the establishment of this Institution from its

first foundation, under the auspices of Mr. Poinsett, 1 have been able
to contribute so little to its promotion and advantage, and to add my
heartfelt satisfaction at the i)rosperity which, by the untiring exertions
and fervid zeal of its executive officers, it has attained. I l)elieve it

eminently deserving of the fostering care and liberal patronage of the
Congress of the United States, and could anticipate no happier close to
my public life than to contribute, by my voice and by my vote, to
record the sanction of the nation's munificence to sustain the National
Institute devoted to the cause of science.

The Hon. Eichard Rush, in a paper on " The Smithsonian Bequest,"

submitted to this meeting, urged that the Smithsonian fund should be
" engrafted upon the National Institute," and submitted an elaborate

argument in favor of his proposal.

It was a gala week for the National Institution. The meeting was
in every respect a success, and there was every reason to believe that

Congress would share in the general enthusiasm, and take the society

under its patronage.

In the circular of invitation dated March 5, 1843, the objects of the

meeting as a means of strengthening the position of the society had
been boldly stated, and the committee did not hesitate to say that
" should the meeting prove as successful as the hoi)es of the managers
in relation to it are ardent, they will expect liereafter to welcome all

who may visit the association in apartments peculiar to itself, stored

with the objects of its honest pride and worthy of its distinguished

visitors."

Such a paper signed by such influential names as tliose of John C.

Spencer, Secretary of the Treasury, E. J. \\ alker, W. (3. Eives, Eufus
Choate, of the Senate, J. E. Ingersoll and W. C. Preston, ofthe House
of Eepresentatives, A. B. Bache, Superintendent of the Coast Survey,

and Abbott Lawrence, of Boston, was surely a powerful campaign
document.

None the less weighty was the '* Memorial of the Friends of Science

who attended the April meeting of the National Institute," signed by
nearly forty representative scientific men and college presidents from
all parts of the United States, speaking in terms of high commendation
of the National Institute, and particularly of the extent and value of

its museum material, and expressing the hope '' that the enlightened

and intelligent members of Congress will distinguish the ])resent ses-

sion by the appropriation of funds to an object so truly national and so

truly republican.



THE GENESIS OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM. 297

This iiHlorseiiieiit of the museum work of the institute is very cor-

dial and comprehensive, and very significant; is indicative of a de-

cided growtli in public opinion in regard to museums—a growth largely

due in the first instance to the suggestions and later to the fostering

care of Mr, Poinsett and his society, the National Institute.

The hopes of the promoters of the institute were doomed to disap-

pointment. Congress adjourned Avithout making any provision for its

needs.

On the 12th of July a new scheme was proposed for collecting money
from private sources by the efforts of trustworthy agents, and in De-

cember a committee was appointed to again memorialize Congress.*

The movement had received its death blow, however. The failure

of the tremendous effort of April, 1844, disheartened all its friends. At
the next annual meeting Mr. Poinsett declined reelection to the presi-

dency. The society's publications were discontinued, and even the

annual address of Senator Woodbury, solicited for publication by the

society, seems to have remained in manuscript unprinted.

No more meetings were held, no more bulletins printed, the magnifi-

cent list of 350 resident and 1,250 corresponding members began to grow
shorter. An effort was made to revive it in 1847, and a meager report

was made once afterward by the corresponding secretary. In 1855 it

was brought into existence for a time as a local scientific society, and
issued a new series of proceediugs.t Its glory departed, however, with

the first annual meeting in 1844, and the attention of Congress was
directed toward the organization of the Smithsonian Institution.

The infiuence of the National Institute upon the history of science in

the United States, and particularly in educating public opinion and
the judgment of Congress to an application of the proper means of dis-

posing of the Smithsonian legacy, can not well be overestimated.

If the Smithsonian had been organized before the National Institute

had exerted its influences, it would have been a school, an observatory,

or an agricultural experiment station.

In 1840, however, the country was prepared to expect it to be a gen-

eral agency for the advancement of scientific interests of all kinds—as

catholic, as unselfish, as universal as the National Institute.

The National Institute, after nearly five years of activity, suddenly

ceased to be a center of public interest. The struggle over the Smith-

sonian bequest, however, still continued. During the Twenty-seventh

Congress, 1841-'43, the Senate did nothing. The House of Representa-

tives appointed a select committee on the subject, and Mr. Adams as

its chairman reported a new bill, providing still more thoroughly for

the erection of an observatory and the publication of a nautical almanac

to be called the Smithsonian Almanac. Petitions continued to come

*Proc. Nat. lust., i, p. 375.

tProf. Henry was for a time an officer, and endeavored to Lave its name changed

to "Metropolitan Institute."
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ill, some urging tiction, aiul asking for the establishment of prizes for

scientilic essays, another foithe estahlishment of an agricultural school

and farm in the District of Cohunhia. The National Institution had
perhaps fallen somewhat into disfavor with Congress—or, it may be,

had become so prominent as to awaken feelings of opposition.

The Twenty-eighth Congress (1843-'45) brought their deliberations

more nearly to an issue.

The astronomical observatory bill (H. K. 418, Twenty-eighth Con-

gress) was again presented by Mr. Adams, but not acted upon. In the

Senate, both in the first and second sessions, a bill for the Smithsonian

Institution was reported, June C, 1844, by the Committee on the Li-

brary, through Senator Tappan, which, before it was finally brought

to a vote, was ])rought into a form somewhat resembling that which

finally was adopted. It provided, however, for the appointment of

various professors and lecturers for a school of agriculture and mechani-

cal arts, as well as for experimental gardens, a library of science and
economics, and a museum,
The nniseum clause of this bill was much the same as that finally

agreed to, and contained a provision that the natural history objects,

and geological and mineralogical specimens belonging to the United

States, '^in wiiosoever custody the same may be," should be transferred

to the custody of the board of managers of the Smithsonian Institution.

This was evidently worded with the purpose of withdrawing from the

possession of the National Institution the various collections, including

those which had belonged to Smitlison, which had fallen into the hands

of that society between 1840 and 1845. Indeed, the national institntion

seems to have already become the object of some distrust and preju-

dice. A proposition that two of the seven "managers" not ex-ofticio

members of the board should be selected from the membership of the

national institution caused a vigorous debate in the Senate, in the

cfmrse of which at least two Senators objected strongly to j^lacing the

administration of the Smithsonian Institution, even to so slight a

degree as this, in the hands of a private corporation.

The act finally passed the Senate, but was not acted on l)y the House.

In connection with Mr. Tappau's bill, in January, 1845, Senator

Choate, of Massachusetts, first appeared in advocacy of the establish-

ment of a great library, and delivered his famous oration upon the

influence of books. The amendment at that time proposed, together

with the amendments urged by Mr. (Jeorge P. Marsh, in connection

with the Owen-Hough bill, brought forward in the following session,

had a great influence upon the final adjustment of the plan of adminis-

tration.*

To the Twenty-ninth Congress (1845-'47) belongs the honor of finally

formulating the act of incorporation by whicli the Smithsonian iDsti-

tution was established.

" See report of Hon. James Meacham, 1854, pp. 10-12.
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This was done tliiougii Robert Dale Owen, of Indiana, who reported

the bill nearly in its final form. John Quincy Adams was a member of

the select committee to whom it was referred, together with Mr. Owen,
chairman, Mr. Jenkins, Mr. George P. Marsh, Mr. Alexander D. Sims,

Mr. Jefferson Davis, and Mr. Wilmot.

Mr. Adams was now for the first time willing to omit his advocacy
of a Smithsonian Astronomical Observatory, the Naval Observatory
having now been organized, and being, as Mr. Owen remarked, " at

least eqnal in everything but the experience of its observers to the
Royal Observatory at Greenwich."

It is not my purpose to describe the growth of the Smithsonian plan
of organization, except in its bearings upon the development of the

museum idea.

In the bill proposed by Robert Dale Owen in 1846 the National In-

stitute was recognized to the extent of placing two of its members on
the Board of Managers, an arrangement which was continued in the

Board of Regents in the Hough bill which finally j)assed.

An amendment to the Owen bill, proposed by Joseph R. Ingersoll,

and passed, and which, had it not been superseded in the Hough bill,

would have given the National Institute a strong and perhaps perma-
nent hold upon the national collections, read as follows

:

Sec. 5. And be it further enaeted, That, in proportion as suitable ar-
rangements can be made for their reception, all objects of art and of
foreign and curious research, and all objects of natural history, plants,
and geological and mineralogical specimens belonging or hereafter to
belong to the United States, which may be in the city of Washington,
in whosesoever custody the same may be, shall be delivered to such per-
sons as may be authorized by the Board of Managers to receive them,
and shall be arranged in such order, and so classed, as best to facili-

tate the examination and study of them, in the buildings so as afore-
said to be erected for the institution; and the managers of said insti-

tution shall afterwards, as new specimens in natural history, geology,
or mineralogy may be obtained for the museum of the institution, by
exchanges of duplicate specimens belonging to the institution (which
they are hereby authorized to make), or by donation, which they may
receive, or otherwise, cause such new specimens to be also ai)propri-
ately classed and arranged. And the minerals, books, manuscripts,
and other property of James Smithson, which have been received by
the Government of tlie United States, and are now placed in the De-
partment of State, shall be removed to said institution, and shall be
preserved separate and apart from the other property of the institution.

Sec. 6. A^id he if further enacted^ That the managers of said institu-

tion shall appoint a Superintendent, whose duty it shall be to take
charge of the ground, buildings, and property belonging to the institu-

tion, and carefully preserve the same from injury; and such Superin-
tendent shall be the Secretary of the Board of Managers, and shall,

under their direction, make a fair and accurate record of all their pro-

ceedings, to be preserved in said institution; and the said Superinten-
dent shall also discharge the duties of librarian and of keeper of the
museum, and may, with the consent of the Board of Managers, employ
assistants ; and the said managers shall appoint a professor of agricul-
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ture, liorticulfure, and rural (M'oiioiny; and the said professor nia.Y hire,

from time to time, so many garduers, practical agriculturists, and Ial)or-

ers as may be necessary to cultivate the ground and maintain a botani-
cal garden; aud he shall make, under the supervision of the board of
mauagemeixt, such experiments as may be of general utility through-
out the United States, to determine the utility and advantage of new
modes and instruments of culture, to determine whether new fruits,

plants, and vegetables may be cultivated to advantage in the United
States; and the said officers shall receive for their services such sum
as may be allowed by the Board of Managers, to be paid semiannually
on the first day of January and July; and the said officers, and all

other officers of the institution, shall be removable by the Board of

Managers, whenever, in their judgment, the interests of the institution

require any of the said officers to be changed.

In the Hough bill there was an attempt of another kind to weld to-

gether the fate of the Smithsonian Museum and the National Cabinet

of Curiosities, by giving to the Board of Eegents the authority to erect

a building by the side of the Patent Office, so as to form a wing of that

structure, and to connect it with the hall then containing the National

Cabinet, so as to constitute that hall in whole or in part the depository

of tlie cabinet of the institution.

This was discretionary, however, with the Eegents, who fortunately

did not look upon the plan with favor.

Eeference has been made to the marked similarity between the plans

of organization of the National and Smithsonian Institutions. In addi-

tion to the feature of museum custody, which has already been dis-

cussed, there were others no less significant.

The National Institution, like the Smithsonian Institution, had a

superior board of officers, composed of the President of the United

States and the members of his Cabinet. It liad also a board of direc-

tors, which included in its membership delegates from the Senate and

House of Eepresentatives, corresponding in function to the Smithsonian

• Board of Eegents. In other respects, still more markedly than in the

constitution of its governing board, the Smithsonian seems to have

been organized with the plan of the National Institution in view. The

objects, as defined in the Congressional act of establishment (sections

5 and 6), correspond very closely to those announced in the early pub-

lications of the National Institution.

The institution at its foundation divided its members into eight

classes, as follows

:

I. Astronomy, Geography, and Natural Philosophy;

II. Natural History

;

III. Geology and Mineralogy;

IV. Chemistry;

V. The application of same to useful arts;

VI. Agriculture;

VII. American History and Antiquities;

VIIi; Fine Arts;
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aud in all these classes, except the fourth, made plans for the collection

of museum material. Ethnography was grouped by Mr. Poinsett with

geography, with Avhich he states that it is "intimately connected, and
indeed forming a part of it until it was lately erected into a separate

science."

It is worthy of remark that the term " manager," * to desig-

nate a member of the governing board, was employed in every bill, ex-

cept in the substitute which was proposed only a few hours before the

linal action, and that when the election of the tirst Secretary was held

Francis Markoe, Jr., who had been for six years Secretary of the Na-
tional Institution and was more than any one else perhaps identified

with its interests, received four votes against seven cast for Prof. Henry.
Dr. Charles Pickering, the Curator of the National Institution, also

received one vote.

The term '' curator," as applied to an officer in charge of the national

collections, then came into use for the first time.

THE NATIONAL OABINET OF CURIOSITIES.

The formation of a "national museum" was one of the professed ob-

jects of Poinsett and his associates in the National Institution, but it

does not appear that they ever dignified with that name their collec-

tions, which were usually modestly referred to as constituting the

" cabinet" t of the Institution, both in the constitution aiul in the

proceedings of the society.

In the Hough bill for the organization of the Smithsojiian Institu-

tion in 1846, the colle(ition in the Patent Office was officially designated as

the National Cabinet of Curiosities, aname which though never in general

use is very appropriate aud convenient for use in designating the as-

* The term regreni was undoubtedly suggested by the organization of the Univer-

sity of the State of New York, a term peculiar to Mr. Hough, the mover of the sub-

stitute, who was a representative from that State and who in all probability had
been one of the l)oard of regents of that University.

The Hon. W. J. Hough was the first Secretary of the Institution. Having been
elected to that office September 7, 1846, he served until the election of Prof. Henry
on December 3. Mr. B. B. French was elected assistant secretary, and appears to

have served until the election of C. C. Jewett, and at a meeting of the board in

December submitted a report for the Secretary.

t In 1790 a law was passed by Congress "to promote the progress of science and the

useful arts by securing for limited times to authors and inventors the exclusive right

to their respective writings and discoveries." [Sec. viii, par. viii.]

In this was gathered a collection of models, which was sometimes by courtesy

called ''The American Museum of Arts," but which had no title to the name either

by law or by courtesy. This was destroyed by tire December 15, 1836.

In "An act to promote the progress of the useful arts, etc.," approved July 4, 1836,

provision was ma<le for the preservation and display, under the charge of the Com-
missioner of Fateuts, not only of models, but of "specimens of compositions and

of fabrics and other manufactures and works of art." [Sec. xx.]
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semblage of miscellaneons objects for a time exhibited in tlie Patent
Office building-.

From 1847 to 1851, however, there was no use of the term National

Museum, the collections of natural history which were accumulating
under the care of Prof. Baird constituting for the time being the " Mu-
seum of the Smithsonian Institution."

The National Cabijiet of Curiosities, carrying with it a certain offi-

cial atmosphere as well as an annual appropriation, was, however, one
of the parents of the greater establishment yet to come. Of its marriage
with the Smithsonian Museum, the National Museum of the United
States was the offspring.

The Smithsonian cabinet of minerals and meteorites was, as we have
seen, the first scientific collection which belonged to the United States,

coming into the custody of Mr. Eush in June, 1838.

Of all the expeditions sent out by the Government, none previous

to the Wilkes exploring expedition, sent out in 1838, was instructed to

bring back collections of natural history.

In the earliest days of our Republic the cabinet of the American
Philosophical Society of Philadelphia was doubtless the official muse-
um, and this was enriched by the efforts of the only naturalist Presi-

dent, Thomas Jefferson.

The first exploring expedition, that of Lewis and Clarke, in 1803, was

sent out by Jefferson, wlio twenty-three years before, in 1780, began to

agitate the (question of exi^loring the unknown West, and who at that

time ofiered to raise 1,000 guineas for the purpose from private sources.

Lewis and Clarke returned in 1806, bringing with them some valuable

scientific material, zoological and ethnological. Some of the animals

appear to have found their Avay to Peale's Philadelphia Musenm. (iod-

man in his American Natural History mentions a sable which had been

obtained from this source and was to be seen there in 1823. I have

been told that within a few years Indian garments and weapons,

brought back by this party, were to be seen in St. Louis. Pike's ex-

I)edition in 1805, the second of the exploring enterprises, yielded little

in the way of scientific material. Whatever there was went undoubt-

edly to the Philadelphia Museum, and in 1808 there were still on (,'xhi-

bition at that place two grizzly bears which as cul)s had been brought

by Maj. Pike from the region of the Rio del Norte and presented by
him to President Jefferson, who gave them to Mr. Pealeforhis museum.
Other specimens appear to have found shelter in the University of

Virginia, Avhere two sets of antlers, brought back by Capt. Lewis, are

still preserved.

lu 1820 a third expedition was sent by the General Government to

explore the Northwestern Territory, especially the region around the

Great Lakes and the sources of the Mississippi. This was under

charge of Gen. Lewis Cass, at that time governor of Michigan Terri-

tory. Henry R. Schoolcraft accompanied this expedition as mineralo-
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gist, aufl Oapt. D. B, Douglass, U. S. Army, as topographical engineer;

and both of these sent home considerable collections reported upon by
the specialists of the day, most of whom were at that time coucentrated

in Philadelphia.

The fourth and fifth expeditions were those under Maj. Long, in

the far West; the first, or Rocky Mountain, exj)loration in 1819-20;

the second, to the sources of the St. Peter's in 1823. In the first ex-

pedition Maj. Long was accompanied by Edwin James as botanist

and geologist, who also wrote the narrative published in 1823. The
second expedition was accompanied by William H. Keating, professor

of mineralogy and chemistry in the University of Pennsylvania, who
was its geologist and historiographer. Say was the zoologist of both

explorations, and the results of his labors went to the Philadelphia

Museum.
The sixth Government expedition was that by G. W. Featherston-

haugh, in 1834-'35, to explore the geology of the elevated country

between the Missouri and Red rivers and the Wisconsin territories. I

have found no record of the disposition of his collections, but it is not

improbable that he may have carried them with him to England.
The seventh expedition was that under Lieut. Wilkes, already re-

ferred to as having been sent out in 1838, under the direction of Presi-

dent Van Buren, who seems to have intrusted the plans very largely

to Mr. Poinsett, who was the first to urge the formation of a national

museum, and to whom was doubtless due the insertion of the clause

instructing the ofiicers to preserve and bring back collections in natural

history, a j)recaution which might easily have been overlooked, since

the expedition was organized professedly in the interests of the Ameri-
can whale fishery.

It was, perhaps, the fact that there was no suitable depository for

collections at the seat of government that stimulated Mr. Poinsett to

immediate action in 1840, when he founded the National Institution,

the arrival of these collections from the Pacific being at that time
expected.

The purpose of Mr. Poinsett's efforts is shown clearly in his first an-

niversary address.

"There are many of our countrymen," said he, "who, like Sir Hans
Sloaue, th(i founder of the British Museum, look forward with regret
to the sale and dispersion of their collections, and desiring to have
them preserved entire would deposit them with an institution which
will be as stable as the Government that protects it. For these pur-
poses, and especially if the National Institution be intrusted, as we
hope it will be, with the specimens of natural history collected by the
exploring squadron, it will be necessary that measures slutuld be early
adopted to have erected on a suitable site a plain, fireproof I)uilding,

where the increasing and valuable collections may be displayed aiicl

examined by the scientific inquirer. We cherish the hope that they
will form the foundation for a national museum and contribute to shed
the light of science over our land."
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" The exploring expedition," he continued, "has already sent home
a large collection, Avhich remains packed away in boxes in a room be-
longing to the Philadelphia Museum, generously loaned by t\w com-
pany for that purjDose; and we may anticipate, from the ability and
well-known zeal of the naturalists who accompanied it, that the sfpiad-

rou itself, shortly expected, will return richly freighted with objects of
natural history. I cannot believe that, after all the labor, pains, and
expense incurred in procuring them, these specimens are not to be
brought to Washington to be arranged and exhibited here."*

Mr. Poinsett was at this time still Secretary of War, and had the

power to effect at least the beginning of what he desired to see done,

and one of his last oflicial acts was to persuade his colleague, James
K. Paulding, the Secretary of the Kavy, to order these collections for-

warded from Philadelphia.

In February the Institution was informed "that about one hundred
andfift}^ boxes, the results as far as have been received of the exploring

squadron's exertions, containing a variety of interesting objects ot nat-

ural history, and destined for the cabinet of the Institution, have been
shij^ped at Philadelphia, and are expected as soon as the navigation

opens."t

Here, again, Mr. Poinsett's prompt action told in the interest of the

future national museum. If he had waited till the navigation opened

he would have been obliged to treat with the Secretary of the Navy.

The entirely unorganized condition of affairs in Washiijgton and the

lack of experience in museum administration is shown by the fact that

Mr. AV. McGingan, curator of the Philadelphia Museum Company,
thought it necessary to write the following amusing cautionary letter,

which was printed in the bulletin of the Institution

:

It would be uuadvisable to break open the cases containing the ar-

ticles collected l)y the South Sea exph)ring expedition until such period
as they are unpacked to be prepared for exhibition. The immense
quantity of arsenic and corrosive sublimate necessary for their preser-

vation requires, respectively, that very great caution should be ob-

served, and that the handling and arrangements should be under either

the immediate inspection or personal attention of one lully adequate
to all the details connected with this subject.

In the hands of inexperienced persons, death might he the result.

W. McGingan.
Philadelphia, February 6", 1841.

Still another step was taken on March 3, 1811, the day before the

final adjournment, which I am also disposed to attribute to the fore-

thought and interest of Mr. Poinsett, which was the appropriation by
Congress of $5,000 "for defraying the expenses of transporting to the

city of Washington and of arranging the collections made by the ex-

j)loring expedition."

The committee, consisting of Col. Abert, Mr* Markoe, Mr. Dayton,

and Dr. King, appointed under a resolution passed at the stated meet-

*Disconrso, etc., 1841, p. 50.

tProcecdiiigs, p. 48.
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m<^ of the National Institution on tlie 13tli December, 1841, wliicli is in

tlie tbllowinj*' words:

Bcsolrcd, That a eommittee of tour members be appointed by tlie

ebair to examine tlie subject of exchanges, to propose a plan for that
purpose, and to report fully thereon to the institution for its further
consideration and action

—

bog leave, in pursuance of the directions of the said resolution, to report:

That the duty devolved on the committee by the resolution is, first,

to examine the .subject of exchanges; second, to propose a plan of ex-

changes; and third, to report thereon to the Institution. In reference
to the first point, viz, '^tlie examination of the subject,'' the committee
state that they have examined the subject, and that the result has been
a full conviction of miiul that a system of exchanges is of very great
importance in the accomplishment of one of the primary objects for

which the I^ational Institution has been declared to be formed, viz.

''the establishment of a national museum of natural history," etc. Ex-
changes entei' essentially into the plan of every society constituted as
tlie National Institution and having like objects in view, and no occa-

sion has been omitted to acquaint societies and individuals, whose cor-

respondence has been sought by or ottered to the National Institution,

that a system of general exchanges would be entered upon as soon as
the Institution should be able to mature a plan for that purpose. Under
this assurance, and indejiendently of it, also, it should be added, valu-

able collections of various kinds have already been received by the
institution, which is thus already })laced in a position which makes it

incumbent on us to redeem the pledge that has been given. The com-
mittee consider it superfiuous to dwell upon the advantages of ex-

changes, but they wish the members to know that for this object they
have already in hands the most aliundant materials—materials which
are increasing and will continue to increase every day. These materi-

als ccmsist of contributions made by members, by individuals who are
not members, by societies and institutions at home and abroad, and by
foreign governments, as well as of those accessions that have been made
by the exploring expedition, which has already sent home an inex-

haustable (juantity and variety of duplicates. It is well known to the
institution that the collections received from all these sources are
equally and absolutely the ])roperty of the Government, and that there-

fore the permission of the Government is indispensable to enable the
Institution to part with the duplicates derived trom all these sources.

This permission, it is believed, will be cheerfully acc(»rded. At the same
time the committee, for obvious reasons, (h) not think it jinqier to ask the
Government to allow the Institution to part with any of the duplicates

of the exploring expedition until the squadrim shall have returned.
In reference to the second point, viz: A plan of exchanges, the com-

mittee do not feel called upon or competent to enter into details. These
must be left in a good degree to those whom the Institution may see

fit to charge with the execution of the plan, in which of course they
will be governed by the practice of other institutions, and by such
regulations as it may become expedient to adojit from time to time to

suit our own convenience and peculiar ciicunistances. Here, however,
on the threshold of the plan which the committee mean to propose, they
regard it of consequence to suggest for the sanction of the Institution

that in exchanges of all kinds the natural productions of our country
shall first and always have a decided preference. A great and leading

BM 91, I'T 2 20
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design of the National Institution is to explore and develop our own
resonrces, and to study and describe the natural history of the United
States. To this end our exertions must principally be directed. It

should be the pride of all connected with or interested in a National
Institution, to see every State in the Union fully represented in a na-

tional cabinet established at the seat of government. This method,
while it recommends itself to us and our interests, is calculated to ex-

tend bene tits and encouragement to the societies and naturalists of our
own country, who will thus have a central dej)ository from which they
may enlarge and vary their own collections; and thus, also, in due time,

the duplicates of the exploring expedition may, with the greatest ad-

vantage, be diffused throughout the land, thereby fulfilling, in the am-
plest manner, the intentions of those who projected, and justifying the
liberality of the Government wliich sanctioned that noble iDroject.

With these preliminary remarks, and under the restrictions which
are embraced in them, the committee recommend

—

First. That a system of exchanges be entered upon without delay.

Second. That the curator and assistants be directed, for this purpose,
to separate all duplicates, except those from the exploring expedition;

and that they select and label such specimens as are to be sent to indi-

viduals or societies.

Third. That the first step taken be to discharge the obligations of

exchange already incurred by the Institution.

Fourth. That a committee be appointed, to whom the curator shall

submit all sets of specimens thus set aside for any given exchanges,
who shall decide upon the equivalency before said specimens shall be
boxed up and sent off.

Fifth. That in all cases of difliculty which may arise, reference nuist

be made to the president or vice-president of the Institution for de-

cision, who will, if they conceive it necessary, submit the question to

the Institution.

Sixth. That a book be kept by the curator, subject at all times to the
inspection of the committee, in Avhich must be noted the contents of

each box or package; lists of the articles for which they are the equiv-

alents; the name and place of tlie society or individual to Avhom one
set is to be sent, and fi-om Avhom the other has been received.

In what the committee have now submitted, they conceive that they
have done all that it was possible or necessary to do at present in ref-

erence to the third point of the resolution, viz: "reporting fully on the
subject "; although they are perfectly sensible that in their report they
have presented the subject in the most general nuinner, believing that
experience and practice alone will enable the Institution gradually to

settle upon a complete system. The committee beg leave to add that

the present report is not to be regarded as final, but that it is sub-

mitted, with all due deference to the institution, to use the concluding
words of the resolution, " for its further consideration and action."

Shortly after this, on March 8, in order to provide for the reception

of these collections, Dr. Henry King * was elected curator of the Na-

N.
* Henry King, M. D., was a geologist and mining expert who had been a resident

of Missouri, Avho had lately been employed in an exploration of the lead mines of

the West, and who at this time was employed by the War Department in Washing-

ton. He was the author of amanual of " Directions for making collections in Natural

History," published in 1810 by the Institution, the hrst part of a long series of

pamphlets of scientific instructors, printed at the capital. [1840. King, Henry.
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tional Institution, the first iu Washiugtou to bear au official title which
has since been the designation of a goodly number of worthy workers
in science.

Tlie curator, although an elective officer of the Institution, received

his pay from the Congressional appropriation already referred to, an
arrangement not unlike that which prevails to this day in thel^atioual

Museum, where the officers, chosen by the Smithsonian Institution, are

l>aid by the General Government.
The collections arrived some time in March, and in response to its re-

quest Mr. Badger, the newly made Secretary of the Navy, placed them
under the care of the National Institution, and in April, as we learn

from tlie unpublished letters of the curator, the taxidermists were pre-

paring about fifteen bird skins a day, a rate of speed which quite ex-

l)lains tlie atrocious condition of the preparations which have come
down to us from those days of the infancy of the National Museum. In

May additional collections, brought by the ship Suzanne to New York
and thence trans-shipped by the schooner Palestine, were received in

Washington.

A new danger now threatened the integrity of the collections, which

was that the curator found many of the boxes "marked in such a man-
ner as to indicate that they belong to and are claimed by private per-

sons," these constituting a large part of the whole.

Here, again, Mr. Poinsett had foreseen and provided against the dan-

ger, having instructed the curator, on a previous occasion, to pay no

attention to private marks on collections received from a Government
expedition.

The question was submitted to the Secretary of the Navy, who at once

replied that, in his opinion, " all specimens collected by officers attached

to the expedition belonged solely to the United States."

In April, 1841, the collections and library of the Institution were

installed in the new Patent Office building, where they remained until

removed to the Smithsonian, in 1857.

Extensive plans were made for a system of international exchange,

and a committee formulated the policy of the society in an elaborate

report.

Another Government collection soon came in consisting of the mine-

rals and geological specimens gathered by David Dale Owen, during his

survey under the direction of the United States General Land Office,

also a collection of "Indian portraits and curiosities" transferred by
the Secretary of War, and the Smithson cabinet, books and minerals,

deposited by the Secretary of the Treasury, a;nd a bill was passed by
Congress, less important by reason of the appropriation of $500, which

Directions for iiiakiug Collections in Natural History. Prepared for the National

Institution for the Promotion of Science; by H. King, M. D.—Washington. Printed

by Gales & Seaton. 1840. 8vo., \>\>. 1-24.]

Dr. King was elected curator March 8, 1X41, and held the office until September

12, 1842, when he was succeeded by Dr. Charles Pickering.
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it makes, than from the fact that it justifies the Secretaries of War
and of the Navy in transferring collections in their possession to the

Institution,

On the 1st of January, 1842, a letter was written by a committee of

the National Institution to the Secretaries of War and the Navy.

In February, 1842, another important paper was presented to the

Institution by the same committee—important as marking the beginning

of the system of exchanges and distribution of duplicates which had

for nearly forty years been so important a feature of the work of the

National Institution.*

With the exception of the papers already alluded to, which had refer-

ence to the relation of the society to the Government, and to the Smith-

sonian bequest, the bulletin of proceedings from this time on contained

little more than the record of the receipt of donations of specimens

and of letters asking information or proifering advice. The society

retained the control of the exploring expedition collections, and in June,

1842, Lieut. Wilkes having returned to Washington, he, at three suc-

cessive meetings of the Institute, gave a history of his voyage and

its results. He was at first subjected to some opposition, and nntil

after a court-martial, held in New York in August, seems to have been

divsposed to say very little. He, however, wrote, under date of July 10,

1842, a lettert to Senator Preston, in which he indignantly protested

against the manner in which his officers and men had been received on

their return.

When he was restored to favor and influence he at once took steps to

gain control of the (iollections made by his squadron, provisionally nnder

the charge of the National Institution, with results to be studied later.

* This is priutetl iu Note A from tlie MS. report iu the archives of the National Mu-

seum.

t This letter, now in the archives of tlie Museum and never published, is of so much

interest historically, that after the lapse of nearly fifty years it is printed, iu the

certainty that its harsh significance has all vanished.

Washington City, 16th July, 1S42.

My Dear Sir : Agreeably to your desire, I hasten to give you the information rela-

tive to the remaining duties of the expedition, and that are ahsolutehj necessary to

carry out the intention of Congress in passing the act authorizing the expedition,

viz, "for the pronu)tion of the great interests of connnerco and navigation, and to

extend the bounds of science and promote the ac(inisition of knowledge."
For the accomplishment of these great objects, there was recjuired persons to attend

to the different departments of science, and the follownig was the organization which
I proposed, and was adopted by the Government, and the most economical one that

could have been arranged to carry out the great view intended, and that the accom-
modations of the fossils would permit, viz:

The department of astronomy, hydrography, magnetisu), meteorology, and physics,

including the experiments with the invariable pendulum, was confided to myself

with the officers under my command as assistant. Besides the above I was charged
with the history or narrative of the voyage.
This at tmce greatly reduced the scientific corps which had been organized, viz,

from 23 to 9. I felt the Navy was justly entitled to all tliese departments, embraced
as they were Avithln tlu' limits (u- scope of the profession, and that they ought not to

be aftiiehed to sucli an undertaking to act as the "hewers of wood and drawers of

water," as was tbe casc^ in its original organization.
Charles Pickering, natJiralist;' Titian R. Peale, philologist; Horatio Hale, geolo-

gist; .James 1). Dana, l)otanist; William Rich, horticulturist and assistant; William
Brackeuridge, botanist; Joseph Drayton, artist; Alfred Agate, artist ; J.G.Anthony,

VP,
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lu September, 1842, Dr. Charles Pickering became curator. He had
been a member of the Wilkes exploring expedition and was occupied
during his connection almost entirely in the work of unpacking and
arranging its collections.

conchologist, who was with the expedition uutil the eud of November, 1839, after
whicli ijeriod his duties Avere divided among the rest and successfully performed.
These formed the nine ; to these was added a mechanic for the repair of instruments
and their proper jireservation.
In all the above departments much remains to be done ; indeed, I view the services

of the above gentlemen as necessary now, and even more so than at any other period
of the cruise, nor can their services be dispensed with, or the work concentrated,
without great loss to the expedition and the reputation of the country. For my own
departments I reiiuire the services of Mr. Stewart, who was a clerk in the expedition,
but whom I have made hydrograjihical draughtsman, and some few of the officers,
who have been my principal assistants. Mr. Stewart will be enabled also to assist
me in copying, etc. He is one of my own scholars and is now engaged in the duties
assigned him.

I truly regret that anything should have occurred to dampen the ardor of those
who are attached to the expedition and absolutely necessary to the bringing out the
results. The ardor that has been felt during the cruise has lieen all-important to our
success, and has been in every way encouraged Ijy me, and I did hope that it would
have been kejit alive until all had been accomplished. The reputation of our country
is at stake, and if what has 1)een attempted and succeeded in is not now tinished,
from any motive of economy, or derangement of the organization will be ruined, and
it shall become the laughing stock of Europe, and all the praise that has been
lavished on our Goverment for its noble undertaking prove but ''satan in disguise."
What will be the rejjutation of those who have had the ordering of things since its

return, on their becoming known on the other side of the waters? For the reception
of myself I can easily account; but that of the officers and crews is truly unaccount-
al)le, particularly the w ant of any expression of thanks from the department to the
latter on their discharge; it was felt by every officer and remarked by every man.
On minor duties I have been gratified by it formerly, and I have with pleasure seen
its effects upon many of the men that formed a part of the crew of this expedition
when on other service with me. I have urged it all in my power, but without effect;
every daj^ develops some new opposition to the expedition. I am aware you think I
want cause for this opinion; perhajis I am mistaken, but I cannot but feel myself
bound up in it ; indeed it would be strange if I was not, and I must say it is heartsick-
ening to me to hear those who have shared its dangers and troubles complaining of
a want of attention and courtesy and exhibiting the unceremonious discharges from
their duties, with little or no prospect of consummating the labors in which they
have been engaged for the last four years, and before they have even seen their fam-
ilies. Some are suffering under sickness contracted from their exposure in the serv-
ice of their country. They are now suddenly cut off and destitute of support for
themselves and families. These facts are well known. Such treatment is withoiit
precedent in the service of this or any other country.
Contrast our expedition with those of the French and English engaged in the same

service and at the same time ; honor and rewards are heai)ed on all at and before
their return. Examine our results, comi>are them with theirs, contrast us in every
way with them you please, or with expeditions that have gone before us, and then
ask if we have not reason to feel mortified.
Do not misunderstand me. I ask nothing for myself at present, and will not as

long as this mist hanging over me exists, luit which any fair and candid examina-
tions into my actions and conduct would have long since dissipated, neither do I ask
impossibilities or undeserved praise; no greater punishment can be inflicted on the
head of one who receives it. But I would ask : Is it not fully apjiarent and placed
beyond cant that the men of the expedition have done their duty, and did deserve
the thanks of the Department liefore they were disbanded?—it was openly com-
plained of when they were ])aid off'.

I have greatly to complain of the course the Department has pursued toAvards my-
self, but 1 forbear to touch on this subject at jjresent.

In conclusion, my dear sir, I beg you Avill excuse this long letter and its tone.
WhencA'er these subjects are brought to my mind I feel it acutely. All I do hope is

that for the credit of the expedition, the honor and reputation of the country, you
will not lose sight of what ought to be done. Fully confident I am that there is no
subject in which the reputation of our country is so much at stake as the develop-
ment of the results of the exploring ex])edition and on which its conduct will be so
closely scrutinized abroad. I have the honor to be, with great respect,

Yours, most truly,
Charlj:s Wilkes.

Hon. Wm. C. Preston, Senator, l\ S., Wasliington.
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lu tlie meantime, in February, 1842, Dr. J. P. Coiitliouy, one of the nat
uralists of tlie expedition, iiaving been detached from duty by Capt.

Wilkes, was employed by the committee of the Institution to aid in the

work upon their collections and in September Mr. W. D. Brackenridg'e,

horticulturist of the expedition, was also taken upon the Museum staff

and given charge of the plants.* and a little later Prof, -lames D. Dana
seems to have been given charge of the arrangement of the geological

and mineralogical collections, not only of the exploring expedition, but
of the Institution cabinet, including the Smithson, Owen, Locke, and
Totten collections, and Horatio Hale was performing a similar work
upon the ethnographical collections of the Institution, which he re-

ported upon as ''chiefly fioin the exploring expedition."

The force at this time engaged upon the national collections, under
the direction of the National Institution, consisted of Dr. Charles Pick-

ering, principal curator, J. P. Couthouy, J. D. Dana, Horatio Hale, and
W. D. Brackenridge, curators and assistants, and J. K. Townsend and
John Varden, assistants. Thomas Nuttall, the well-known botanist,

had in 1841 been engaged upon the herbarium, but had now gone away.
Here, then, in 1842, we find a strong museum force at work on the

collections, a force fully as effective thirty years later, in 1873, when
the writer first became acquainted with the operations of the Smith-

sonian Institution.

The report prepared by them at the end of the year 1842 was essen-

tially the second official report upon the national collections, and since

it has never been published it is ]>rinted in Note B, at the end of this

memoir.

At the meeting of September 12 a resolution was passed in these

words

:

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to wait upon the Secretary
of the Navy, and upon the joint committee of the Library of Congress,
and to proffer to them the co-operation of the Institute in carrying into
effect the intentions of the law lately passed by Congress, for the ar-

rangement and preservation of the collections made by the Exi3loring
Squadron, and for the publication of the results of that expedition;
and that this committee be authorized to act in the name and behalf of
the Institute in all matters relating to this subject.

' In reply to the letter transmitting this resolution, the following

letter was received

:

Navy Department, Septemher 17, 1842.

SiE: I have received your letter of the 15th instant, transmitting a
copy of the resolutions of the National Institute passed on the 12th
instant, in relation to the ariangement and preservation of the collec-

tions made by the exploring squadron, and informing me that Dr. C,

Pickering had been unanimously elected curator of the institute.

*Mr. Brackeuridjre, on tbe return of the expedition in 1842, bronglit tlie live plants

and seeds to Washington, and there being no place for their reception hired a green-

house and cared for them, apparently on his own responsibility, for several months.

Eventually they were provided for at the Botanic Garden about 1859, after having

been for many years kept in greenhouses in the rear of the Patent Office.
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1 shall be liai)i)y t<> receive the suggestions of the committee as to
the proper course of proceeding.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. P. Upshur.

Garnett E. Barry, Esq.,

Beeordinf/ iSecrctar)/ National Inniiiuie, Washiuf/ton.

In the meantime a change in the status of the (rovernment collections

had been eliected by the passage of an act of Congress, August 26, 1842,

providing for the publication, under the supervision of the Joint Library

Committee, of an account of the discovery made by the exploring ex-

pedition, the third section of which was as follows:

That until other provisions be made by law for the safe keeping and
arrangement of t:,uch objects of natural history as may be in the posses-

sion of Government, the same shall be deposited and arranged in the
upper room of the Patent Office, under the care of such i)crsons as may
be apiiointed by the Joint Connnittee of the Library.

By act ofAugust 4, 1842 (Stat, v., r)01), the sum of $20,000 had already

been appropriated for the transportation, preservation, and arrange-

ment of these collections.

In the charter of the National Institute, passed a month before, there

was a provision that all trusts "are vested and confirmed to the said

corporation," and the supporters of the Institute were disposed to

urge that this was applicable to the collections of the " exploring squad-

ron" at that time in the custody of the Institution. The question did

not come up in a troublesome way at this time, for the Library Com-
mittee, at that time unfriendl}^, simply confirmed the choice of curator

made by the National Institute, and appointed Dr. Pickering to the

position. Dr. Pickering being thenceforth subject to the Congressional

committee, and only by courtesy acting for the National Institute.

Trouble was brewing, however, for it was evident that the links bind-

ing together the interests of the National Institute and the exploring

expedition were not very tenacious. There was in fact no legal authority

for the agency of supervision which the Institution was now exercising,

the whole being the outgrowth of a very informal understanding be-

tween two or three successive Secretaries of the Navy and a committee

of the Institution "appointed to correspond with the Departments ot

(Tovernment."*

This committee, composed of two of the most active directors and the

corresponding secretary, soon began to x)erform the functions of a gen-

eral executive committee—no doubt with the sanction of the society, but

without direct authority.

The recent acts of Congress had taken the control of the collections

away from the Navy Department, bywhose act alone theyhad been placed

in charge of the Institute. The committee of the Institute still believed

itself responsible in an advisory way for the disbursement of the ap-

propriation, but soon f(mnd expeditions in i^rogress of which they had

no knowledge. The committee filed a protest with Mr. Poinsett, their

* Proceedings i, 71.
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president, wlio seems to Lave at once taken steps to secnre tlie only

possible relief from tbe embarrassment that—of special legislation.

The following bill was accordingly introduced in the Senate by the

honorable Robert J, Walker:

A liILL for the, presprvatioii of the collections of iiatni'al curiosities furnished hy
the Exploring Sfjuadron, and from other sources.

Be if enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in (jongress assemhled, Tliat the board of manage-
ment of the National Institute be, and is hereby, invested with the
custody of the specimens of natural history, and other curiosities, Avhich
have been received, or which may have been received, or which may
hereafter be received, from the Exploring Squadron, and from other
sources, with authority to make all necessary arrangenients to i)re

serve and exhibit the same, to regulate the number and compensation
of i^ersons employed on said duty, and to superinteiul the disburse-
ments relating' thereto.

Sec. 2. And he it farther enacted, That the said board is hereby au-
thorized to exchange any of the duplicates of said collections, with
other institutions, or with State authorties, or with individuals.

At the request of Senator Walker two of the members of the com-
mittee had drawn up a statement of the relations which they deemed
it desirable to have established between the Institution and the General

Government in respect to the national collections. This statement was
submitted by Senator Walker, not as an official document emanating
from the Institute, but with the heading '^Remarks submitted by Mr.

Markoe and Col. Abert to the Hon. Mr. Walker." This was certainly

an unfortunate form of introduction to Congress, and the opponents of

the National Institute made the most of it. The bill Avith the accom
pauying statement was referred to the Joint Committee on the Library,

and on the 28th of February was made the subject of a report presented

by Senator Tappan*,in which he ridiculed the idea of jdacing the results

of a great Government expedition in the hands of a ''private corpora-

tion," and advised members of the Nsitional Institute to disabuse them-

selves of the idea that regular appropriations would ever be made for

its benefit. " The case presents" he remarked '' two officers of the Gov-

ernment, one the head of a bureau, the other a clerk in one of the public

offices, w/<o ask as a matter of ri(iht that ^/<e]/ should have the super-

vision of a very importaut literary and scientific work, tlie publication

ofwhich Congress has thought proper to intrust to one of its regular com-

mittees." The recommendation of the committee was that the respon-

sibility of this work remain in the hands of the Joint {committee on the

Library, where it had originally been placed by law. Senator Tappan's

attack was evidently based upon a partial misunderstanding of the views

of the members of the National Institute, who simply asked the custody

of the collections and the authority to supervise their arrangement. Col.

Abert and Mr. Markoe were indignant at the injustice, and addressed

to Senator Walker a letter, in further explanation of their views.

This letter, with the comments upon it by Senator Walker and Sena-

^ Senate Document, 233, see note to this paper D.
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tor Preston, is printed in a note appended to this iiienioir,* accom-

panied by a liitberto nnpublished letter from Senator Woodbridge, of

Micbigan, wbo, as a member of tbe committee, was able to explain the

real significance of its action.

All of tlieso papers are given in a pampblett pnlilished at the time,

which is, however, now exceedingly rare, and almost forgotten.

The versions of the papers here given are for the most i)art from the

originals or verified copies in the archives of the National INEuseum,

Senator Tappan's speech and the snbseqnent action of Congress did

much to undermiixi the foundation of the Institute, which was evidently

scarcely solid enough to sustain the structure which it had been pro-

posed to rear upon them.

After this it was inevitable that there should arise confiicts of author-

ity, and they were not slow in coming.

It is possible that they were precipitated by Oapt. Wilkes, Avho

naturally may have felt some irritation at the manner in which the con-

trol of the collections made by his expedition were taken out of his con-

trol Avhile he himself was for a time under charges.

The Commissioner of Patents too seems to have been irritated by the

occupation of a hall in the Patent Office controlled by alien authority.

In July, 1813, Dr. Pickering resigned his curatorship, and the Li-

brary Committee, now hostile, and acting in the spirit of their report,

made iise of the authority vested in them by the act of August 20, 1S42,

and appointed to the custodianship of the Government collections the

Commissioner of Patents, Mr. Ellsworth, and in August placed Capt.

Wilkes in special charge of the gatherings of the exploring expedition.

The action of the committee does not appear to have been known to

the officers of the Institute, except by rumor, but they were left to find

out the change of policy by an uni)leasaut series of exi)eriences.

The first serious friction was in connection with Capt. Wilkes. Its

character is shown by the following corres])ondence, which is here

printed on account of the new light it throws upon the condition of the

jSTational Cabinet of Curiosities in the years 1843-'44 and upon the other-

wise inexplicable circumstances which led to the collapse of the Na-

tional Institute shortly afterwards:

Letter from Col. Ahert to Capt. Willes, Sejytember 5, 1843.

Dear Sir: Reports of a painful character, involved in the questions

of the inclosed letter, have reached the ears of many of us, and I have
been urged as chairman of the committee having charge of these mat-
ters to bring them before the directors. But I refused, on the ground
that 1 would not be the medium of bringing forward misunderstood or

exaggerated facts, for discussicm or action, ]>referring the course of the

enclosed letter, as it will procure the desired information from the best

authority and under its true aspect. It seems to me that the Institute

is the last which should receive unkindness from any one whose fame is

* Note E, I, II, III, IV.
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j
of

|
Col. Abert and Mr.

Markoe
|
to the

|
HoiiMr. Tappan,

|
of the

|
United Stales Senate. Washington,—

Wm. Q. Force, printer.
|
1843.

|
8 vo. pp. 1-lX.



314 REPORT OF NATIONAL MUSEUM, 1«91.

connected with the results of tlie cxj)]oiinij;' squadron, lor without the
interference of the Institute' where wouhl these results have h«^en.

And without its future care what will become of them, for what other
body in whose care they can be placed has a permanent domicile at

Washington.
J. J. Abetit.

Capt. Wilkes.
Sept. 5th, (1843.)

Letter from Col. Ahrrt to Capt. WiUrs, Heptemher T)^ 1843.

Sm : It is conteuiplated soon to have a meeting of the directors of X\\e.

National Institute, at which matters of much interest to the Institute

will be broujiht up. Understanding- that you have been placed in

charge of the room in which both Institute and ex. expedition curios-

ities are deposited, and anxious that at our meeting the directors should
be fully and correctly informed, allow us to beg of you the favor of an
early answer to the following queries:

1. Have directions been given to remove the property of the Institute

ami that under its care, except ex[)loring expedition si»e('imens, from
the room in whicli they now are or from the cases in which they have
been deposited, or are such direr-tions contemplated ?

2. Are the persons employed at the room and paid by the U. S. pro-

hibited from bestowing any attention upon any other than ex. exp.

specimens, from opening the boxes of presents sent to the Institute,

cleaning, arranging, and attending to the same!
3. Will any of the persons employed at the room and paid hy the U.

S. be allowed to bestow any of their time and talents upon the preser-

vation and arrangenient of the collections, except those of the ex.

squadron?
4. (Jan the Institute count with vsufticieut certainty upon the services

of any person so employed so as to invest him or them as curators or

assistants with the requisite authority from the Institute'?

You Avill readily perceive the importance of these questions to the
Institute, and how eminently they invoke the security and preservation
of the valuable and extensive collection under its care, you will, there-

fore, I hope, pardon us in the request of an early answer.
J. J. Abert.

Capt. Charles Wilkes,
U. S. Navy, Wanhrnqton.

Sept. 5, 1843.

Letter Jrom Capt. Wilkes to Col. Ahert, Septemher IG, 1843.

Washington City, 10 Sept., 1843.

My Bear Sir: Your friendly letter was received on my return to the
city after a short absence, which will account for your not having an
earlier reply.

I can not acknowledge any right in a (committee of the Kat. Inst, to

call upon me for any explanation whatever rehitive to my official duties

or actions, particularly when such a call is bused upon (as you inform
me) painful reports of whi<'h I have no knowledge and little regard, and
can not help expressing my astonishment that any members of a scien-
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tific. society slioiild liave given credence to them, to luvvc^ authorized an
action on tlie part of one of their connnittoes Vtcfore they had ascer-

tained that they Avere true.

1 cannot but admire your course in refusing- to act, or to the wisdom
of bringing tliem forward for discussion or action before an appeal
was made to tlic best autliority. I therefore feel much ]>leasure in

answering the (piestions as coming from yours<'lf, and do it i)articu-

larly with a view that you may communicate it to any of the gentlemen,
your associates, who may have been instrumental in getting up and
giving currency to the reports which you inform me are in circulation.

1st. Tlie law ]»laces the collection of the United States exploring
expedition in the upper hall ot the Patent Office building and under
the care of the Joint Library Committee of Congress for the purpose of
arranging the whole for description, publication, and exhibition. The
Library Com'ee have appointed me to superintend them to this end. In
pursuance of my duties the^vhole is undergoing arrangement. When
I took charge on the 1st of August a few specimens and articles were
pointed out to me as belonging to the Nat. Inst.; those have not been
disturbed further than became necessary in the arrangements, and an
equal care has b(>en bestowed upon them that -ithers have received.

2d. All the persons employed and paid by the (lovernment are re-

quired to devote themselves entirely to the Government Avork ; when
there is no longer employment for them, or they do not give satisfac-

tion, they will be discharged. It is believed that their time is now fully

employed, and that their (hities require all their attention and talents
to be devoted to the collection of the expedition in order to ]>erforni

them to the satisfaction of the Library Committee and myself They
are under the same system as if employed elsewhere by the Govern-
ment. From this it follows that their time and services for which the
Gov't pays can not be devoted to or divided with any incorporated asso-
ciation.

Although believing that the above embraces an answer to all the en-
quiries made of me 1 will go further and assure you that there is every
disposition on the part of the Library Com'ee of Congress and myself
to have things belonging to the Nat. Inst, that are now in the hall

taken care of, and due notice will be given to the Institute should the
little room they occupy be required for collection of the exp'g expd.,
which it is now contidently believed will entirely fill the hall when
they are fully arranged. I will now close with a few words respecting
the last clause of your letter relative to my feeling any "unkindness"
towards the Nat. Inst. It is rather improbable that any Tinkindness or
hostility would exist on my jjart considering that the labour of the ex-
pedition, combined witli the exertion of your gifted president (Mr.
Poinsett), were the origin of it, and tliat in all probability it may one
day become the depository of the large and valuable collection of the
exp'g expedition, therefore I can not but feel deeply interested in

its welfare—everything compatible Avith the performance of my public
duties will always be done to accommodate and assist its rise and prog-
ress.

Believe me, with great respect, your obt. svt.,

Chakles Wilkes.
Col. J. J. Abert,

A". 7. Corp. Top. Engrs., Washg.
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Letterfrom Col. Ahert to C<q)t. Willrs^ t^eptemher^ 1843.

Dear Sir: Your letter lias been duly received. As well for our
owu justiflcatlou and for your satisfaction, 1 will go into some leugtli iu

a reply.
Abstractly speaking there may be no right in tlie Institute to enquire

into the course of your official action, but if under aiiy circumstances
this action be hazardous to the property of the Institute, or to that
deposited and placed under its care, there can be no doubt, I think,
that the Institute has a right to enquire if such be the case and why.
You can, if you choose, give us a very short reply—that what you

have done was in the execution of your official duties for whicli you
can account only to your official superiors. Yet, ne^'ertheless, the In
stitute would have the right to make the enquiry and to expect an
answer of some kind. IJut allow me to call your attention to the reflec-

tion that it is in your ci\'il relation of an ngent of the Library Com-
mittee, in which you are now temporarily acting; and it is only in that
capacity that any accountability can attach to you, or that any was
supposed by the committee of the Institute to exist.

As an officer of the Navy you can not now be acting; your course is

not by virtue of your commission or rank in the Navy, or orders from
your constitutional or legal superiors, or of any duties connected with
your ]>rofession. No official responsibility cau exist between Capt.
Wilkes, of the NaVy, and the Library Committee; or official penalties
be incurred by a neglect of its directions. Your iwsition, if 1 under-
stand it correctly, is by virtue of the authority in the Library Com-
mittee, to place the collection under the care of such persons as they
may appoint. The executive or tlie constitutional session of the Army,
as well as Navy and War, etc., to assign you to a shij) to-morrow, you
would have to go and abandon the care assigned to you by the Library
Committee, which shoAvs, 1 think, that it is not the official relations of
the offices which are involved in your present position. I>r. King once
had the place, then Dr. Pickering, to whom you succeeded—both of
these gentlemen were civilians, and as you succeeded them in your
present place, it is clear, I think, that it is not in any official relation
which Capt. Wilkes can claim, or to which he can be assigned, that he
is now acting, but in the civil relation of a. person appointed l)y the
Joint Library Committee to take charge of matters the i)ublication of
which has been made a duty of that committee. I make these expla-
nations of our views, that you may feel relieved from the supposition
that we had the most remote idea of encroacliing upon your official

rights, for which I assure you, as well as for your well established pro-

fes.sional abilities, we all entertain the greatest respect.
The specimens of the exploring sqnadron are to be deposited and ar-

ranged in the upper room of the Patent Office. This, however, does
not, we think, give the exclusive possession of that room for that pur-
pose, unless such exclusive possession be necessary. Whether it be or
not I am willing to admit is the right of the Library Committee to de-
cide, and if they so decide others must give Avay. The sign lately put
over the door would seem to indicate that such decision was in contem-
plation. The Institute has also possession of part of that room of the
eastern half by direction of the Secretary of State, under whose care
the whole building Avas then placed. The Institute has property there
of great amount, and in our judgment of great value, and if it has to
move its pro])erty, by Airtue of a decision by the Library Committee,
the courtesy of notice from the agent of that committee is not, I think,
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too much to oxi)e('t, and our right to eiiquiio, if we shall have to move,
should be viewed as a duty on our part as the curator of so uuicli prop-
erty. I assure you the enquiry was made with these impressions only,
your assurance that notice will be given, if we should have to move,
leaves us satisiied in this respect.

All that belongs to the exploring squadron is under the care of the
Library Committee or its agent. But the Institute is a legal body,
regularly chartered with defined right over its property, gifts, and
deposits, (See Law of 27 July, 1842.) inTow, what is this property'?
Gilts and deposits from members from foreign governments, from dis-

tinguished foreigners, from our diplomatic agents, from foreign socie-

ties, from domestic societies, from departments of our own Government,
from our own citizens. In a word, all the property in the room, except
that of the cx])loring squadron and that of the Patent Office, which
(Institute) property, unless I am very mucli mistaken, far exceeds the
impression you have of it, and judging from some remark about the few
things of the Institute.

Now, this property requires care, watching, and cleaning.
1 have at this time in my officje twenty-four cases of the most valuable

specimens sent from Asia and Mexico to the Institute which we have
not sent up, because we were informed they would j^robably not be
received, and would certniuly not be allowed to be opened and exhibited,
as some 00 boxes or more of Institute specimens are now in the room
unopened and unattended to. Surely it was proper that such matters
should be enquired into if only for the future government of the course
of the Institute. We can not be without anxiety for our valuable col-

lection nor unmindful of our obligations to j)reserve it.

I feel satisfied you will see with me only matter of lamentation in

such a state of things. Science and national pride must bitterly regret
any seeming necessity for it.

All the labor, all the contributions, from whatever branch of service,

civil, diplomatic, navy, military, are for tbe scientific reputation of
our common country, and a hearty union of all is necessary to form a
good collection. Deprive it of tbe charm of being national, deprive it

of that halo of interest with which the name national has already
covered it, and it will soon cease to increase, will be no longer worthy
of a thought, and will rapidly degenerate to the insignificance of a
local collection.

Such are at least my views, and such were also the views which
brought the National Institute into existence, when about eight of us
had our first meetings at Mr. Poinsett's. We then digested a scheme
in which we thought all persons could unite, because it was national;
which all parties could befriend, because it was national; to which all

conditions and branches of service could contribute, because it was
luitional; to which the Government might extend its patronizing hand,
because it was national, because it aided and elevated the national
character, and because it would furnish a broad platform of national
feeling upon which all parties, all sects, all conditions of life could, on
principles cherished by all, meet and unite in erecting a temple to

national f^ime. And how charmingly have we gone on ; look at our great
accumulations hn- so short a time, and yet it is all but a good begin-
ning; look at the feeling which exists throughout our country and
throughout the world in our favor evidenced by contributions and let-

ters from all cpiarters, and then ask the question whether to aid or to

embarrass a design so glorious and so free from objections will give the
most individual fame?
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But we must know our condition, and wliat we have to depend upon.

It is essential that we shonhl, and you, as the agent of the Library Com-
mittee, are the ordy person from whom we can obtain the desired

information. Therefore, of necessity, we had to address ourselves to

you, and if 1 understand your answer correctly it is: That you do not

consider yourself at liberty to allow any of the persons receiving pay
from the United States to give any of their time or attention to the

affairs of the Institute, to overluiul or arrange or look after its specimens.

Both of your predecessors, Dr. King and Dr. Pickering, were also,

with the approbation of the executive, curators of the Institute, and
gave some attention to itj affairs. We did not, of course, expect that

you would take a^ similar trouble upon yourself, and one question in

my previous letter was to ascertain if you would allow any of those
under you to attend to the Institute collection and property. I under-

stand you also as thinking this beyond your power. Under these cir-

cumstances the Institute must act, and promi)tly, or its valuable col-

lection will be injured. Tiie board of management will soon meet and
the matter will be brought before them.

If in anything I have misunderstood you, I beg that you will not
delay to correct me, for be assured that I have no desire to put anyone
in the wrong, and least of all the eminent commander of the exploring

expedition.
J. J. A.

Soon afterwards a more serious conflict of authority began—this time

with the Commissioner of Patents, who was actually the official guar-

dian, not only of a portion of the collections, but of the hall in which

the entire cabinets, both of the society and the Government, were

lodged.

The correspondence referred to in Mr. Ellsworth's first letter evidently

related to the great mass of native copper of the Ontonagon (still a

prominent feature in the National Museum), which the Secretary of

War had placed in the custody of the Institute at its meeting in Octo-

ber previous. Mr. Ellsworth was evidently bent upon dislodging the

National Institute from the Patent Office. To effect this he pursued the

not altogether ingenuous course of belittling the Institute, its work, and

the extent of its cabinet, and laying claim to the official possession of

more important collections of models, fabrics, manufactures, which, in

accordance with the act of 1830, reorganizing the Patent Office, he

designates as the "National Gallery," a name which he also applied to

the great hall in which all the collections were deposited.

The Comiuissioner of Patents Avas evidently legally in the right, and

the Institute found itself bereft not only of its command of Government

collections, but also of its hall.

The correspondence is here printed.
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Letterfrom the Comniissioner of Patents to the Secretary of War, Decem-
ber 7, 1843.

Patent Office,
Washington, December 7th, 1843.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from the
Secretary of War of the 2d inst., commnnicating the inforuiation that
my letter to his Department of Ist inst. had been referred to a commit-
tee of the ISTational Institute for answer.
Permit me to enclose a copy of the correspondence with said commit-

tee. I have ventured to say in my reply that I did not believe their

letter to myself had met your approval.
The Hon. Sect, will imagine my surprise at the letter of the committee

when he is informed that the Commissioner of Patents has the custody
of the Patent Oftice building; that he holds a special appointment un-
der the Joint Committee of the Library to take charge of all the property
of Government mentioned in the act of August 26, 1842, and more
especially as the National Institute has omitted to ap|)oint a curator to

protect the other articles received from the War and Navy Departments,
or even their own efiects in this building since July last, and hence the
care has devolved upon myself as an act of courtesy if not of duty.
Under these circumstances, and having interested myself in the exhi-

bition of the copper rock at the seat of Government, I offered to take
charge of it, under the direction of the Secretary of War, if he desired it.

The disappointment expressed by many members of Congress at not
hnding this beautiful specimen in the National Gallery prompted me,
at the date of my letter, to make, as I hoped, a resi)ectful offer to the
Hon. Secretary of my services. Nor would I have replied to the com-
mittee had I not supposed that silence might seem to admit that I had
been guilty of great presumption.
Let me add that I am a member of the Institute and cherish its wel-

fare.

I remain, with highest respect, your's, obediently,
H. L. Ellsworth.

Hon. J. M. Porter,
Secy, of War.

Letter from Col. Abert to the Commissioner of Pntoits, December 5, 1843.

Washington, Dec. 5, 1843.

Sir: The honorable Secretary ofWar has referred to the committee
of the National Institute your letter of the 1st inst.

Being uuniformed by any law or regulation of the existence of a
"National Gallery" or of any other collection under your care than the
models of the Patent Office, you will pardon me if I do not fully ap-
preciate the views or reasoning of your letter.

At one period, by order of the l^Lxecutive, the upper room of the Pat-
ent Office was made the place of deposit for the eft'ects of the " Na-
tional Institute," a society known to our laws and regularly chartered
by Congress. This room thus became the hall of the Institute. In
this room the Institute had deposited the collections from the exx)lor-

ing squadron, and those from all other sources which w^ere placed un-
der its care by order of the Executive. Put from a su^iposed necessity.
Congress vested the care of the deposit from the exploring squadron
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for the purpose of i)reparing an account of it, in such person as the
Joint Library Committee shoukl appoint. This committee appointed
Capt. Wilkes, of the Navy, for tliat purpose, who is now exercising the
functions of his office, and who may with propriety be considered as in

the reguhir official possession of the room.
In all this one sees nothing of the Patent Office or of the " National

Gallery" or of any charge direct or indirect of the Patent Office over
the deposits referred to. If therefore by "National Gallery" is in-

tended to designate the room in which are now placed the deposits of

the Institute and of the exploring squadron, it is not a room over which
the head of the Patent Office can exercise control.

By a law of the 20th July, 1810, the Secretaries of the War and Navy
Departments were placed in charge of the specimens of natural history,

received and to be received by them, and funds were appropriated for

their preservation. The officers have deposited such articles as were
then in their possession, and sucli have since been received in the care

of the National Institute, as that law and the practice under it are con-

sidered as i^rescribing the course on these subjects, and in the 2d sec-

tion of the law of July 27, I<SI2, all these dei)osits and the principle

upou which they were made were confirmed and legalized. When
therefore the copper work arrived, to which your letter refers, the hon-

orable Secretary of War, in conformity of law and usage, placed it un-

der the care of the National Institute.

As it was understood to be rather an inconvenience to Capt. Wilkes
from the want of space to receive any more articles of the Institute in

the hall under his care, and as the Institute has at present no curator

there, those boxes and articles which have come to hand within the
last few months have been temporarily deposited elsewhere, and among
others the copper rock. The committee of the Institute which received

this rock had it deposited in the War Office yard, where it is accessi-

ble without impediment to all who are disposed to examine it, and
where it is under the efficient protection of the guard of the War and
Navy Department buildings.

Very respectfully, your obt. svt.,

J. J. Abekt,
Ch. Com. Nat. Inst.

H. L. Ellsworth, Esqr.,

Commr. of Patents^ WashimjtoH.

Letter from the (Jonitnis.sioner of Patcnls to Col. Abert, Decemher 7, 1843.

Patent Office, Decemher 7, 1843.

Sir : I have to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 5tli iust.

The Honorable Secretary of War has, it seems, referred to the Chair-

man of the Committee of the National Institute the answer of my letter

to his Department, offering to receive for exhibition at the National
Gallery the '^Copper rock".

I can not withhold my suri)rise or the expression of my regret that

the Committee of the Institute on the reference of my letter deemed it

necessary to declare their unwillingness to recognize any such place as

the "National Gallery" under my care and to (piestion the right of the
Commissioner of Patents to the use of the large Hall in the Patent
Office building, and still more at their claim of right to use that Hall
when their accommodations were only enjoyed at the convenience of the
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Cominissiouer of Patents. To this uiiexi>e<'te(l reply to my letter lean
not believe the Hon. Secretary of War has given Lis a|>i)r(»va].

Permit me to refer the Committee to the Act of -Uily, "Mk reorganiz-
ing the Patent Ofliee. The tirst section gives the Commissioner of
I'atents the care of the models of Patents, recoids, books, &c., &c.
The 20th section establishes a " National Gallery," in which the Com-

missioner of Patents is bonnd to exhibit not only models but fabrics,

mannfactnres, &c.
To carry out the design of this law cases have been erected at great

exia'nse and many articles collected, while additions are daily made.
It is trne that the Xational Institnte did seek to obtain the entire

control of the large room in the Patent Otiice. A refusal was given be-
cause the Patent Office building was by hiw placed nnder the care of
1 he Commissioner of Patents and because the room was needed, at least
in i)art, by the office.

The law of Angust 26th, '42, to which yon refer, simply enacts:
" That until other provisions be made by law for the safe keeping and

arrangement of such objects of natnral history as may be in possession
of (lovernment, the same shall be deposited and arranged in the npi)er
room of the Patent Office under the care of such ])erson as may be ap-
])ointcd by the -loint Committee of the Library." The act evidently
did not contemplate the exclusive control of the ro(»m, but a supervision
of tlie articles entrusted to tlie care of said Library Committee.

This Committee on advisement with the War and Navy Department
appointed Dr. C. Pickering, who enjoyed the use of the Hall in common
with the Patent Office in a manner 1 had supposed entirely satisfactory
to all conceiiied.
To relieve this l^ureau from care and responsibility I propose to the

lion. Secretary of State to transfer to J)r. Pickering the custody of the
ar(;hives, jewels, et<'., received from the Department, but the Secretary
declined, observing the Commissioner of Patents was a branch of the
State Dej)aitment, and he could not consent to [>lace the articles con-
fided to him under care of a corporation or a stranger over whom he had
no control.

In July last Dr. Pickering resigned his trust. The Joint Committee
of the Library, upon whom alone devolved the right of tilling the va-

cancy, entirely unexpected to myself, conferred tlie aj)pointmenton the
Commissioner of Patents. Of course the Commissioner of Patents has
now by law the custody of the large Hall, which in all official corre-

spondence has been called the " National Gallery."
I will remark that the Hon. Secretary of State expressed a wish in

the letter giving directions as to the large hall that the National Insti-

tute might be permitted to occupy any ''empty cases" so long as this

C(Uild l)e done without inconvenience to the Patent Office. In this re-

quest I most heartily acquiesced, and have ])ermitted the Institute to
enjoy from time to time a very considerable portion of the upper and
lower stories. And while the Commissicmer of Patents has the sole

custody of the building the Institute may be assured that the articles

deposited by them will receive the same care and watchfulness as those
belonging to the Patent Office or those received from the Government.

It has given me pleasure to try to accommodate all parties, hoping
that Congress would Jiiake further provisions as api)eared to be neces-
nary. The time has now arrived when the wants of the Patent Office

imperiously recpiire more of the large hall, and it remains for the Na-
tional Legislature to determine wlio sball be ac9oinm0fl9te4T7il^IltlieFfi
i& not J'ooni for all.
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I regret your correspondence has compelled lue to say thus much in

defense* of the position I have the honor to hold.

Yours, respectfully,

H. L. Ellsworth.
Col. J. J. Abert,

Chn. Com. Nat. Inst.

Siill anotlier blow was in reserve. Statements were made in public

to the effect tha.t the collections of the Institute were ot very trifling

value, and one which appears to have been printed, though I can gain

no information as to its nature, made certain charges in connection with

the portraits in the possession of the Institute, intended to show that

the Institute was ''unworthy of the patronage of the Government."
This happened apparently during the great meeting of the friends of

the Institnte in April, 1844, evidently with the intention of counteract-

ing any effect which the assemblage might produce upon Congress.

Mr. George P. Marsh, M. C, at this time (April 4) addressed a letter

to the corresponding secretary of the Institute stating that its meuiorial

had been referred to him as a member of the Library Committee of Con-

gress, and asking for information to enable him to meet objections made
by persons unfriendly to the Institution. The information given in the

following letter in fact constitutes a third report upon the national col-

lection, a little more than a year subsequent to the date of those already

quoted

:

Letter from Messrs Marloe and Abert to the Hon. George P. MarsJi, April

8, 1844.

Wa.sh'n, 5' April, 1844.

To Mr. Marsh, H. R.

Dear Sir; Your letter of the 4 inst, has been received. It found me
occupied by numerous & pressing engagements, and left so short a space
of time for reply that I have been compelled to call for aid upon a friend,

Col. Abert, with whom I was for a long time associated a member of an
important committee of the Institute, whose business it was to under-
stand its affairs.

It is to be deplored that there are i)ersons so unfriendly to the Insti-

tute, as to state "that its collections are of very trifling extent and
value, and that for this and other reasons not necessary now to be
specitied, the Institute is unworthy the patronage of the Government."
Some consolation, however, is derived from the assurance, that you do
not entertain these opinions, and from the opportunity which is now
offered of correcting at least one of these erroneous opinions the only
one that has been presented with sufficient distinctness to be met,
namely, that which refers to the extent and value of the Institute's col-

lections We should have rejoiced if "the other reasons" had been as

candid speciticaily and, so we seize this occasion to assure you of our
readiness, our anxious desire, to meet any unfounded report or misrep-
resentation which may have led to the assertion, that the Institute is

unworthy the patronage of the Government. We are the more anxious
a.s the assertion seems to have grown out of other considerations than
tbe supposed trifling extent and value of the col.lect4oB§ of the lustitute.
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' The properly of tlie Institute is of two kinds: Tliat Avhich it owns,
tlie result of donations & purchases, and that which it holds by Deposit.
The latter kind, by our Charter cannot be withdrawn, even by depos-
itors, till after due notice has been given. The statement which fol-

lows, made by Col. Abert, & wh. embraces a very indequatedescriirtion
of the report, embraces gifts, purchases & deposits is taken from the
records of the Institute, and it may be verified at any time by reference
to the records, an attentive examination of wh. would show that the
l)roperty of the Institute is of immense value, & of great American as
well as general interest; & that it is increasing everyday in a wonder-
ful manner—a perusal of the two Bulletins of the proceedings of the
Institute wh. have been jniblished will give you the details for two
years of tliese accumulated & accumulating materials, & the unpub-
lished Kecords wh. g<» back for two years will supply the rest—Mr.
Markoe begs leave to add that the MS. matter wh. accom])anied the
memorial to Congress, & wii. has happily been placed in your hands,
embraces a very condensed view, wh. he prepared with gieat care &
toil of all tlie contributions, donations & deposits which have been
made to the Inst, since its foundation in May 1840, up to INIarch 1844,
& of the names of the contributors, donors, & depositors. For a refu-

tation of such misstatements we refer you to these exact details, &
sincerely hope that Congress, will publish for its own information as
well as for the infornmtion of the world & as an act of justice to the
Institute
The collections referred to are in the great hall of the Patent office,

at the Treasury, War & State Depts., at Col. Abert's offtce & at the
house of the Secretary of the lust. Besides wh. letters have lately
been recM. announcing the approach of great quantities of boxes of
specimens of natural history, & other miscellaneous i>resents, from For.
Govts. Ministers «& Consuls of the U. S. from oflicers of the Army &
Navy, & from numy Societies & individuals both at home & abroad.

In conclusion, while we invite scrntiny in any shape, we take the
liberty of suggesting our earnest & anxious wish to meet a committee
wh. whenever appointed will lind or prepare to explain the character
& merits of the Inst. & effectually to defeat unfounded & irresponsible
surmises.

With true regards, Yr. obt. humble svts
Francis Maekoe.
J. J. Abert.

r Imperfect & hasty statement of the collections «Sfc specimens, being
either the absolute pro])erty of the Institute, or specially deposited
under its care. It is believed, that the greater part of these, will

eventually become the property of the Institute; many of them having
already become so.

Minerals—1st. About 6000 miscellaneous specimens from all quar-
ters; 2<1. A complete collection of about 10,000 specimens; 3d. In addi-
tion there are about 190 boxes or collections, not examined or opened.
They are spoken of as "boxes" or "collections," because the donors
used these terms in their letters presenting them and they are accord-
ingly so entered upon the Journals of the Institute. 4th. There are
also 4 boxes of splendid minerals of Mexico, presented by His Exc. Mr.
Tousel the Minister of War & Marine of Mexico, and one box.Mex.
Antiquities.

Fossils.—Upwards of 30 boxes and seven or 8 thousand miscellane-
ous specimens & casts of rare fi^ssils.
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Birds.—1st, 13GS separate specimens; LM. nine large boxes, one of
wliich contains 27 dozen skins of rare birds from Brazil.

Quadrupeds.—Between 4 and 500 specimens. Insects 74100 speci-

mens, and more than a dozen boxes besides not opened. Most of tbese
in a deplorable condition for want of funds to preserve & arrange
them.

^SIleUs.—1638 si^ecimens, & more than 20 boxes and one bairel.
An immense number of fishes, reptiles mollusca, et cetera. One

doiun% Lt. Gedney, U. S.N. gaA^e upwards of 000 specimens «& a large
& rare collection of reptiles, fishes «S:c. which composed a part of the
munificent gift of Prin<'e Momfanio, of Spain.

Coins, medals »S: medallions, anti(}ue «S: modern, embracing very
many extremely rare & valuable series gold, silver «S: copper «S:c. 1st.
57.'> specimens; 2d, seven boxes.
Maps and atlasses in great numbers; books & pam])hlets, between 4

& 5000, many very rare, sent by the Eussian, French, Belgian, Brazil-
ian & other governments, & from Societies in various countries. About
1000 engravings, many extremely choice, by the first Artists in the
world, and several large boxes & engravings not opened.
Specimens of woods, marbles, domestic manufactures, fossil teeth,

megatherium bones. Ancient vases vS: vessels, electrotype pictures,
mosaics, Egyptian & South Sea idols, large collections of human quad-
ruj)ed & bird crania, antique masks, rare collection of Indian dresses
&c., daguerreotype pictures, corals & cfmilincs, largecollection of dried
plants from all parts of the world. Specimens of art implements & an
infinite diversity of contributions of every description too complicated
& various to eiuimerate.
The Columbia Institute's collection consisting of a large nundjer of

books, works of art, specimens of Nat. Hist., all Avhich are now the
property of the Nat. Institute, Models of monuments, «Jt of works of
art etc. etc. Several hundred Indian Portraits, and other ])aintinga,

many very rare & valuable & some the production of the l)est masters.
Skeletons, Antlers, Horns, Teeth, Bones & casts of various quad-

rupeds & other animals.
Indian Musical «& othei' Instruments «S: implements & Ijithographic

portraits & drawings in great numbers.
Large collection of objects of Natural History, idols, fabrics, anti«|ue

work of art &c. from Egypt and Africa, many of great curiosity &
rarity, from vaiious persons, «S:c.

Collection of Statuary, busts & casts.

Large collection of tribolites «S: rare fossils

Dr. Franklin's printing press.
A collection of Bedowue war instruments, & a variety of oriental

curiosities.

A series of fine Electrotype medals, einbracing the British »S: French
Sovereigns, from William the (yonqueror to Victoria, and from Phara-
mond to Louis Philippe.

It is scarcely possible, in reply to your note Avh. calls for an imme-
diate answer to enumerate further, but we don't depend on so scant a
list, given in terms lUMCSsarily somewhat vague. We call special

attention to the minute & exact detail given in the abstract of the
proceedings of the Inst, ])repared by IVIr. Markoe, & wh, accompanies
the memorial to Congress, whei'c every thing will be IVuind exhibited
& described. We believe that if the collections of the Inst, are not
already as great in value as those brought 'home by the Exploring
Ex[)edition, they will become far more so in a very short time, lii

Aineiiutiw iJitt^fest tjie Jjjg<)!tute'« «'ojle('fioiis tar ti-fipgceHd the o|ij§r,
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In answer, apparently t<> a subseiiuent inquiry from Mr. Marsh, as

to the amount of the subsidy desired by the Ilistitute, the following

schedule seems to have been prepared. There i.S nothing, however, to

indicate that it was ever subudtted to Congress. It is of interest as

showing the state of expenditures contem]>lated for the National Mu-
seum nearly half acentury ago:

[Mpinoraiidiini in Col. Abert's lianil.]

Dear Sir: In answer to your impiiry of this morning as to the
probable amount and the division of it which will be requisite to pre-

serve and arrange the various articles of natuial history belonging to

the National Institute, I have the honor to submit the following views
to your consideration:

One taxidermist, who should also be a srientitic ornitholop,iat and well versed
in natural history generally, per year $1, 400

One assistant 600
One entomologist, who sliould also be capable of arranging and naming the

reptilia 1, 200
One assistant 600
One mineralogist 1 , 000
One assistant 500
One person in special eharge of the articles, to watch over them, exhibit
them, etc., who should alsct lie a mechanic 600

Two lal)orcrs—these should be men of some abilitv in using tools, $1 per day
tor each !

. 730
Tools, implements, preserving liquors and ingredients, apparatus cases, and

other lixtures 2, .500

Freight, postage, stationery, and other contingencies 1, 200
Arrearages due for freight, postage, printing, etc 1, 500

11,830

Hon. Mr. Marsh, May 18, 1844,
House of Representatives.

Notwithstanding the extraordinary efforts at this time made and the

favorable report of Senator Choate, Congress adjourned in the spring

of 1844 without making any provision for the care of the collections of

the Institute,

Another effort was made in 1845. Senator Levi Woodbury, president

of the Institute, in the anuual address delivered by him on Jaiuiary

15 in the Hall of the House of Representatives, made a most impressive

appeal to Congress. After urging i)romi)t action in the matter of the

Smithson tnist—" a trust so sacred and imperative that a, longer delay to

execute it might prove not a little derogatory to our national honor"

—

he c<)ntinue<l

:

Should the \)h\\\ lor this not be speedily matured, iiududing the use
of the Institute or its ofticers, then a grant at (Uice of enough to defray
the expenses attendant on the good preservation and collection of the
public materials in our charge seems indispensable, and is believed also

to be free from eveiy doubt connected either with expediency or the
Constitution, a>s many of the collections now belong to the Govern-
ment and all of them are vested in it when the charter expires, and
may be forthwith if desirable. What small sum then is granted for

this object by the Government is granted for taking care of its own
property, the title of which is public, the one public, the whole end and
aim public 5 and that act of duty done, we hope, by the further help of
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our own contributions, with those of liberal fijisnds of science elsewhere^
by tlie continued and generous assistance of tlie officers of the Army
and Nayy, of our foreign ministers and consuls, as weli as the members
of Congress and many in private life, I think it may be safely said we
hope to advance still further and faster, till we render the Institute in

many respects worthy its unrivaled jiosition and the growing country
to Avhich it belongs.*

This was followed up by a memorial to Congress, which, having never
before been published, is here presented,! and which was favorably

acted upon by the Library Committee, who adopted the report sub-

mitted by Senator Choate concerning the similar memorial of 1844.

No action was, however, taken.

Still another appeal was made| to the Twenty-ninth Congress, which
was presented to the Senate by Lewis Cass, and to the House of Eep-

resentatives by John Quiucy Adams, This, too, was fruitless.

In 1846 also, as we have seen, Mr. Ingersoll, always a faithful friend

of the Society, endeavored to establish a connection between it and the

Smithsonian Institution in the administration of a ISfational Museum,
but the effort failed at the last moment, and the Eegents of the Institu-

tion were not inclined to take advantage of the privilege of putting

this building as a wing to the Patent Office, as they might have done.

In the organization of the Smithsonian Institution the National In-

stitute was practically left out of account, and the hopes of many years

were blasted. What was still more discouraging' was that power had
been given to the new corporation to take possession of all Govern-

ment collections in the custody of the Institute, on the possessi(m of

which its chief claim to a subsidy was fouuded, and in connection with

which a considerable debt had been contracted, § as is indicated by Mr.

Rush's letter of July, 184C.

In the ^'Notice to the Members of the National Institute" which
served as an introduction to its fourth Bulletin, dated November 25,

1846, a pitiful statement of the condition of the society is given

:

More than a thousand boxes, truidis, etc., embracing collections of
value, variety, and rarity in literature, the arts, and in natural history,

remain on hand unopened—the liberal contributions of members at

home and abroad—of governments, of learned and scientitic societies

and institutions of foreign countries and of our own, and of munificent
friends and patrons in every ])art of tlie world. For the jueservation,

re(;ei)tion, and display of these the [nstitute has neither funds nor a
su i table (lepository .

1

1

This was a fatal condition of affairs, lor the formation of a museum
was the one object which, out of the many specified, seemed to have

* Annual adilrt'ss, iip. 3;{, .'?4.

t Note V.

tNote (}.

^Col. Alieit t'stiniatcd llii^ amount in 1844 at $1,500 and it was now doubtless

greater.

II
Troceedings i, p. 481. (Fouitli Hulletiu.)
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liiiaiij^ absorbed tlie euerj^ies and the limited iucoine of the National

lustitute.

It had eviileiitly beipii the belief of it,s chief promoters that if a mll-

seiim under the patronage of the Goverhment and under the control of

their society could be tirmlj' established ill Washington, all the other

ends sought by them would follow in necessary sequence.

In accordance with this policy circulars had been sent out to the

ofticers of the Army at distant i>orts asking their aid and pointing out

the manner in which tliey might be useful in carrying" out the objects

of the Institution, " and others to the governors of States and to the dip-

lomatic and consuhir rei)resentatives of the United States in foreign

countries, announcing that they had been made corresponding mem-
bers, and inviting their aid in the promotion of the objects of the In-

stitution," and to each member of Congress, with a request that he

bring specimens of the natural productions of his district on his return

to Washington.*
\Vashington, February 9, 1S41.

Sir: The Natiouul Institutiou for 'ih<? Promotion of Science and. the Useful Arts,

estahlished. at the seat of government, is desirous of procuring specimens of the

natural productions of every portion of the United States, and for that jjurpose re-

spectfully asks your aid and cooperation. The district you represent doubtless pos-

sesses many important minerals and vegetable productions, which might prove of

great value to the arts if they were generaJly made known. Specimens of such pro-

ductions being brought to \Vashiugton will not only advance the objects of the

institution, but will prove advantageous to the country whence they come. They
will be described by the scientific members of the institution, and their uses and

advantages pointed out, and the specimens exhibited to the public in its museum.

You are re.spectfully requested to bring with you, on your return, such specimens

as you may collect during the ensuing recess. Even a single specimen from each

member will be of gre<^t advantage to the Institution, and be thankfully received

as a tribute to science.

We have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servants,

J. R. POIXSETT,

J. K. Paulding,
Directors.

To the Hon. .

The assumption by a society of the important duty of organizing

and conducting a national mu.seum would seem at tlie ])resent time

somewhat strange, but it slioidd be remembered that from the begin-

ning it was announced tliat all the collections made were tlie property

of the General Government, and that in tlie incori>oiation of the society

l)y Congress all tlie proi)erty of the corporation at the time of the ex-

l)iration of its charter, limited to twenty years, should belong to and

devolve upon the United States. Still more important a factor in the

intlnence of the society was the character of its membership, which in-

cluded most of the leading men in political, scientific, and literary cir-

cles, and had upon its list of ofticers and directors such names as that

of John Tyler, President of the United States, and his Cabinet, an ex-

[* Circular letter to members of Congress.]
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JSctietary of War, two leading Senators, Levi Woodbiuy. Peter Force,

Col. J. ,J. Abert, Col. J. li. Totten, and Lieut. M. F. Maury, llulus

Choate, Abbott Lawrence, and A. D. Baclie. Our (lovernment functions

were less (;entialized at that time, and the policy of allowiiii;- more
sco]»e to private effort in public unitters was similar in this instance

at least to that which prevails in Great Britain at the present time.

It was not to have been expected, however, that its authority

should have remained long unquestioned, and in the end its lot w as

that which very frequently befalls those who out of disinteiestc<l-

ucss undertake, unasked, to forward the interest of others. Tlins,

as JIush aptly put it, the merit of the Jnstitute was turned to its

misfortune, and its "voluntary zeaF' was thought totally unworthy
of recognition.

The various invitations to members of Congress, army and Navy
officers, consuls and citizens to collect ami send in materials had, how-
e\er, begiin to bring in great quantities of material, and the inability

to care for these properly was the cause of the a})])eals for Government
-aid which as time went on grew more frequent and urgent till 184G,

when discouragement took the place of anticipation, and the society

fell into a condition of inactivity and apathy.

The real cause of the decline of the National Institute Avas simple

enough. Failing to secure grants of money from Congress, the society

was overwlielmed by the deluge of museum materials, which in resi)onse

to its enthusiastic and widely circulated appeals came to it from all

quarters of the world. The anniuil receii)ts frcun the assessment of

members were insufficient to pay for the care of the collections, and
although by virtue of the long teiin of its charter the collections were
kept together until LStH, there was little science' and little eneigy

manifested in this administration.

Tn the archives of the National Museum there ar<Mi number of un-

published i)apers which are of value as constituting a ])artial history

of the collections during this jieriod, and some of which ai)])ear to be

worthy of permanent i^esersation are here jaeseiited.

One of them possesses a melancholy interest of its own. It is a list

of the active members of the National Institute in arrears for dues up
to December 12, 1843. The delinquents were one hundred and sixty-

eight in number, including nearly one half of the names on the mem-
bership roll, and the total arrearage amounted to $1,^^00. No wonder
that the managers were discouraged, for this sum rei)resented a like

deficit in the assets of the society, its oidy income being derived from

membershii) fees.

From this time on, as Ave have already seen, the society languished.

In 1848 its cabinet Avas almost the only cAidenee of its existence. At
that time, howcA^er, an effort was made to resuscitate it, which seems
to have been partially successful. The coming in of a new adminis-

tration was in some degree beneficial—the President, Taylor, having
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accepted tlie position of patron of the society, and some members of

the Cabinet proving*- to l)e friendly.

About this time the society seems to have regained its control of the

hall in the Patent Oftice, an apartment which now came to be known
properly as "The National Institute"—a iiame wliicli it retained until

the hall was finally dismantle*!.

A visitor to Washington at the time of the inauguration of Taylor,

in 1849, has left a record of his impressions of the capital city—at

that time still very crude and unfinished. ''All that meets the gaze

in Washington, except the Capitol and the De])artments, seems

temporary," he wrote. ''The city appears like the site of an encamp-

ment, as if it were more adapted for a bivouack than a home." And
then he goes on to describe some of the principal characteristics of the

city

:

In the National Institution, like nearly all of our scientific and literary

establishments, as yet in endjryo, sea-quailrupeds from the Arctic zone,

birds of rare plumage, the coat in which Jackson fought at New Or-
leans, the rifle of an fmlian chief, plants, fossils, shells and corals, mum-
mies, trophies, Inists, and relics, typify iuiidequately natural science

and bold adventure. * * * The foundation of the long delayed mon-
ument to him of whom it has been so admirably said that "• Providence
made him childless that his country might call liim father," the slowly-

rising walls of the Smithsonian Institution, the vacant panels of the
rotunda, the sculi»tured defornuties on the eastern front of the Capitol,

and the very coin, tVeslil>- minted from California gold, awaken that
painful sense of the incomplete, or that almost perplexing conscious-
ness of the new, the progressive, and the unattained which is peculiar
to our country.*

President Taylor placed in the custody of the Institute the Washing-

ton relics, and some other hopeful things occurred. The meudiers,

gained courage and [)roceeded to revise its constitution and by-

laws to vote to print a quarto volume annually, to be entitled "The
Transactions of the National lnstitute,"t and to memorialize Con-

gress for financial aid, and to otier its services to tlie (lovernment

"as a referee in matters which involve scientilic knowledge and investi-

gation."

In 1850, at tlie reipiest of the Secretary of State, the Institute under-

took the appointment ot the "Central Authority," a committee of

twenty-one members to pass ui)on aiticles jnoposed to be sent to the

World's Fair of 1851 in London.

The needs of the Institute in 1850, as summed up in the Secretary's

report, were not extravagant—a medium of publication, a curator and
librarian, who were to be paid sufficient salaries to enable them to give

a considerable portion of tluMr time to the work, new bindings for the

books, and more room for library and meetings.^

*1849. Tuckerman, H. T. The Inauguration. <^The Southern Literary Messenger^

XV, pp. 236-40. Richmond, Apiil, 1849.

t This series was never begun.

I None of these, however, were realized, save for a short time the publication of

Proeeediuffs in octavo in 18o5-'57.
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At this time tlierc were tweiity-seveii pMyiiii;' meiulters, oftlie society,

and its iucoine was less than $150 yearly. *

Mr. 0. F. Staiisbury, the Secretary ot tlie Institute, acted as its

agent for the World's Fair, and obtained there some specimens for its

n)nseuni, and in 1.S50 others were received from the ISTew York Exhibi

tion.

It Would appear from the records of this time that there was still a
"Gallery of Curiosities" in the Patent Olhce not in the custody of the

National Institute, t

In 1854 the ( 'ommissioner of Patents, for many years vested with a

measure of authority by the Library Committee, was given by Con
gress| the administration of the collections and authorized to employ
keepers, and a trifling ai)propriation was made to be expended nnder
the Department of the Interior—an arrangement which continued for

three subsequent years.

[n 1857, the Smithsonian Institution having definitely accepted the

responsibility of caring for the national collections, all the articles

deposited with tlie ISTational Institute were removed. In addition to

these there Avere numerous objects directly under the control of the

National Institute which the officers would not i^erinit to be removed.

There Avas evidently still a lingering hope that Congress would make
provision for the care of the collections. In this same year, 1858,

another memorial was sent to Congress, asking for an appvopiia-tiou for

preserving tlie collections of oV)jects of natural history intrusted to

their care. Tliis was unfavorably repinted ujion by the Senate com-

mittee (see BibHograpliy under Brown) and in the House was referred

to the Committee on the District of Columbia, whose report showed

that "the collections are now in the Smithsonian Institution" fRhoes,

Documents, p. 053].

Same of these were, it is true, but there was still a miscellaneous

collectiou, including many valuable objects, in the hall of the Patent

The following letter will serve to explain the nature of the ties, by which a part

at least of the niemhers were liekl to the organization :

Smithsonian iNSTiTUTio.y, Jan nary 5, 185-2.

Mv Dear Sm: I lieg- leave through you to thank the members of the National In-

stitute for the honor they conferred u])on me by my election as one of the vice-presi-

(lents, and to refiuest that I may not be considered a candidate for reelection.

I shall continue to be a nieml)er and hold myself responsible for my portion of the

debt unavoidably incurred by the executi\e committee. It is my oidnionthat under

its present organization the Institiitiou can not advance the cause of American science,

and that it may be productive of nnich evil.

I remain, very truly, your friend and servant,
.TosicPH Henry.

Peter Fori;k, Esq.

P. S.— I think it would be best to appoint a committee to inquire into Ihe state of

the Institution, and to advise as to what is to be done, and how the debts which
have been incurred arc to be paid. J. H.

t Proc. Nat. Inst., new scries, i, pp. 47-48,

t Act of August 4—Statutes x, 552.
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Office, ami known as '' tlio iSational Institute." Of these a catalogue

was publislied by Alfred Hunter in 1859.*

They were afterwards placed iu some old cases in a i)assageway in

the Patent Office, and many valuable specimens and books were de-

stroyed or stolen, there being no one responsible for their safety.!

Prof. Baird told the writer that tlie ])ooks and s])ecimens were placed

on top of some tile cases in a basement corridor, near an outer door,

and that a person with a cane could at any time dislodge an armful

and carry them away without impediment.

In 18G1, shortly before the cliarter tinally expired by limitation, the

birds and insects were almost completely destroyed, and the library

reduced to broken sets of periodicals and transactions. Such as they

were, they were delivered by the Secretary of the Interior to the

Smithsonian Institution.:}:

This was the end of the ISTatioual Institute and its efforts to found a

national museum, the end of the National Cabinet of Curiosities, and
of the Xational Gallery except so far as it continued in the possession

of the Washington relics and the Franklin press exhibited in one of

the halls of the Patent Office.

THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION AND THE NATIONAL CABINET OF
CURIOSITIES,

After ten years of discussion, a bill to incorporate the Smithsonian

Institution received the approval of Congress and the President. The
charter, in its final form, does not appear to have represented fairly the

views of any one party, excejjt that which favoietl the library and inci-

dentally the museum. Several special provisions, not from our present

point of view, harmonious with the spirit of Smithson's bequest, were
eliminated, and the act, as tinally ])assed, while broad enough to admit

upon the foundation almost any work for intellectual advancement, was
fortunately expressed in such general terms as to allow a large share ot

liberty to the trustees or regents.

The Smithsonian Institution has had ui)on its governing board many
of the noblest and wisest of the men of the nation, and the Kegents to

whom, during the tirst four years of its corporate existence, the decision

of its i)olicy ami its fat are tendencies was intrusted, were chosen from

among the very best of those at that time in i)ublic life.

Among them were George M. Dallas, the tirst chancellor, at that time

Vice-President of the United States; Chief Justice Taney; Rufus

Choate, of Massachusetts; Kobert Dale Owen, of Indiana; George P.

Marsh, of Vermont; Lewis Cass, of Michigan; Jefferson Davis, of Mis-

" Hunter's Bibliography.

t It is said that some eiiliglitened Commissioner of Patents, in power between
1850 and 1860, was annoyed l)y tlie presence of a collection of fossil vertebrates in

one of the rooms in his Imildino-, and without eonsnltinjif any one sent them to a

bone mill in Georgetown, where they were transformed into commercial fertilizers—

once fur thought, they now became food for the farmers' crops.

f Smithsonian Report, 1862. p. 15.
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sissippi; Jaines A. Peaice, of Montana; James M. Masoii and William
Winston Seaton, of Virginia; John IMcPherson Berrien, of Georgia;
William V. Preston, of Hontli Carolina; William J. Hough, of New
York; Alexander J)allas Bache, SniJerintendent of the ('oast Survey,

and Gen. Joseph (t. Totten.

The Regents soon realized that in order to ciirry out efficiently the

trust which had devolved ui)on them, it \\ould be necessary to decide

upon a definite course of policy, and to settle for themselves the inter-

pretation of certain of the provisions in the act of incorpoiation.

A committee was appointed at once to digest a plan to carry out the

provisions of the "Act to establish the Smithsonian Institution," and
on January 25. 1847, this report was made, signed by Robert Dale
Owen, Henry W. Hilliard, Rufus ('lioate, and Alexander Dallas Bache,

after having made a ]»reliminary report Decend)er 1, which was recom-

mitted to the committee December 21.

These dates are mentioned in or<ler to afford opportunity for the re-

mark that in the interval between December 1 and December 21 Prof.

Joseph Henry had been elected to and accepted the Secretaryship of

the institution, and that previous to his election he had submitted to

the Regents a sketch of a proposed ])laii of organization, which appears

to have been acceptable to the maiority of the Board, and that in this

sketch were j^rinted opinions which had from that time on a most pow-

erful, and in time a controlling, influence upon the policy of the Insti-

tution.*

The election of Professor Henry was in accordance with the view

held by the Regents, and expressed in the repoit of the committee, and
even more forcibly in the resolutions of the Board, that the Secretary

must of necessity become the chief executive officer of the Institution,

and "that upon the choice of this single officer, more probably than

on any one other act of the Board, will depend the future good name
and success and usefulness of the Smithsonian Institution.

t

The choice of Prof. Henry was by no means the unanimous act of the

Regents, and since in resx)ect to personal qualiticatious he undoubtedly

fulfilled the requirements of the resolution passed by the Board previous

to the election of a Secretary, it is clear that some of the Regents did

not look with favor upon his plan of organization.

* At a lueetiug of tlie Joint Committee on Public BuiUlinys and Giouuds in Febru-

ary, 1865, Prof. Henry said: "1 have been from the first, now eighteen years, the

Secretary or Executive Officer of the Smithaouiau Institution. * * * Before my
election I was requested by one of the Regents to give a sketch of what, in accord-

ance with the will of Smithson, I considered should be tlie plan of organization, and
after duo consideration of the subject there was not the least shadow of a doubt in

my mind that the intention of the donor was to found a cosmopolitan instUntion, the

effects of which should not he confined to one city, or even to one country, hut should he ex-

tended to the whole civilized world."—(Rep. Com., No. 129, Thirty-eighth Congress,

second session.)

+ 1847. Smithsonian Institution. Report of the Organization Committee of the

Smithsonian Institution, etc. Washington, 1847, ](p. 18-19.
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Of the twelve votes cast at tbe election December 3, 1846, seven were
in favor of Prof. Henry, five for persons who. had been officers of the
old National Institute, and closely associated with its policy.

A bare majority—for the change of one vote would have made a tic

—

tlieu placed itself on the side of the Henry x^olicy. In its report tlie

Committee ou Organization speaks plainly of "two great conflicting

opinions" in the Board, for the harmonizing of wliicli the "comr>ro-

mise" so often referred to during the struggle of tiie following six

years.

One party was in favor of devoting the larger i)art of the income to

the library and museum.
The other party favored rather the publication of scientific memoiis,

grants for the promotion of original researches, and the maintenance of

a lecture system.*

The "compromise'' consisted in the division of the annual income
into two nearly cfjual parts, to be applied to the two classes of expend-
itures, $15,000 to library and museum and the remainder ($15,910) to

publication, research, and lectures.!

On one subject, however, the Regents seem to have been unanimous,
and to have given their opinion in the following resolution:

Resolved, That it is the intention of the act of Congress and in ac-
cordance with the design of Mr. Smithson, as expressed in his will,

thiit one of the principal modes of executing the act and the trust is

the accumulation of collections of specimens and objects of natural
historyl and of elegant art, and the gradual formation of a library of
valuable works pertaining to ail dejtartments of human knowledge, to

the end that a copious storehouse of materials of science, literature,

and art may be provided, which shall excite and diffuse tlie love of
learning among men, and shall assist the original investigations and
etforts of those who may devote themselves to the pursuit of any
branch of knowledge.§

The great building which, by the terms of this charter, the Smith-

sonian Regents were re(piested to erect and pay for was to l>e " of suf-

ficient size and with suitable rooms or halls for the reception and
arrangement upon a libcr<iJ scale of objects of natural history, includ-

ing a geological and mineralogical cabinet, a chemical lal)oratory, a

library, a gallery of art, and the necessary lecture rooms;" and this

was coupled with the accompanying provision, that, " in juoportion as

suitable arrangements can be made for their reception," all objects

To tb(! library aud iiiusL'iuii ]>arty belonged without doubt Senator Cboate, Mr.

Owen, and probably ]S[r. liiish and ({en. Totten. Avho were l)oth devoted to tbe inter-

ests of the National Institute. Mr. Bache was, I suppose, the leader of the

opposition.

t Report of ('oniiuittee on Or<i,anization, p. 21.

t In this resolution for the Hrst time the term natural hisiori/ is given its proper

scope, as including not only zoology and botany, but geology, mineralogy, and eth-

nology, although ill the report of the coniuiittee a distiqctjoi> seems to have heeo
ijiade, probably for the i)urpose of better definition,

^ Report yl" r'pmwitte? on (H'gf^ni^'vitiWj i^ iO.
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suitable for a museum or gallery of art which the Uiiited States at any
time might possess shall he delivered to the Regents and shall be ar-

ranged in the building.

The national collections then existing and those afterwards to ac-

cumulate, were thus transferred to the goveruiiig board of the Smith-

sonian Institution as a contribution from the United States to the

resources of the Institution, and were evidently intended in a certain

way to counterbalance the gift of James Smithson for the same purpose.

The intention of Congress is evident, and the law was almost manda-
tory in character. There was one phrase in the law, however, which
gave oi)portunity for adjustment of terms.

The provision that the delivery of these objects should take place

"in proportion as snitable arrangements could be made for their recep-

tion," was, it may be, intended to give the Institution time for careful

and thorough i^reparation. This placed no limit upon the time for

completing the buildings, and indeed gave to the Board of Regents

the right to indicate the time when "snitable arrangements" could be

made.
It was undoubtedly the wish of the members of the Twenty-ninth

Congress that the expense and res])onsibility of organizing and main-

taining a nation.d museum should be transferred forever to the Smith

sonian Institution, and it was quite far from their intention that the

public treasury should ever be called upon for aid.

Not only the National Museum, the National Library, and a national

chemical laboratory were thus assigned, but also the expense of keep

ing up the previously neglected public park in which the Smith-

sonian buildings were to be erected. It was oidy l)y accident that a

national ob.servatory and an institution corresponding to the present

Department of Agriculture were not added to the burden.

That was the day of small beginnings. The theory of our form of

government had not been settled in the minds of our public men, and

every new project brought up for discussion in Congress became the

subject of long and tortuous discussions. There were Congressmen

who ten years after the acceptance of the Smithson legacy were in

favor of returning the money to England to be given to anyone who
could legally take it, while Andrew^ Johnson, of Tennessee, in 1845

endeavored to overthrow wliat had already been established and to

substitute a "Washington University for the beueht of the indigent

children of the District of Columbia in memory of and out of respect

to George Washington, the Father of his Country."*

The will of the Twenty ninth Congress was* not necessarily that of

the Thirtieth, Mr. Hilliard, of Alabama, made a bold and successful

stroke for the independence of the Board of Regents, and defeated a

motion to appoint a regular Congressional committee to supervise and

report upon their proceediugs. This was a step toward securing the

Kbees. Pocuraents, p. 489.
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recognition of the right of the Kegeuts to interpret for themselves the

trne meaning of the charter.

The next Congress was still less disj)0sed to exercise a minnte sys-

tem of control, and the Regents, through Senator Jefferson Davis,

boldly asserted that it was imi)roper for Congress to interfere with the

administration of a fund which it has confided to a Board of Kegents

not entirely formed of members of Congress and not responsible to it."*

The attitude of Prof. Jicnry trom the beginning to the end of the

thirty one years of his secretaryship was singularly independent and oiit-

sjioken. Having l)efore his election submitted to the F>oard of Regents

a plan of organization which met with their approbation, lie was

elected with the understanding that he was to carry this plan into

effect.

He was from the beginning in a certain way the authorized inter-

preter of the Smithsonian beipiest, and, as every one knows who has

studied the history of the Institution, his earnest and steadfast policy

and the wonderful clearness and force with which he explained his

views, supported by his scientific eminence and his grandeur of char-

acter, gave him a Avonderfiil influence witli the successive bodies of

men who acted as regents.

His influence from the very start Avas on the side of publication and

original research and in opposition to constant expenditure of what
in time he began to designate as "local objects."

His attitude toward museum and library, especially the former, was

at first a noncommittal one. He proceeded slowly, evidently not from

lack of courage, but witli the methods of a man of science, studying

the results of different courses of policy, and, when he expressed an

opinion, speaking from the standpoint of experience.

The history of the National Institution and its ftite, hopelessly in-

volved and crushed to death by the weight of the collections and books

which had been given or lent to it, was constantly brought to his mind,

for the Institution was expected to take up this burden, Avith the pros-

pect of unlimited additions to its weight, and to bear it alone and per-

haps forever.

To him, and to the Regents also, it must have been evident that this

burden once assumed, the fate of the Smithvsouian Institution would

eventually be similar to that of the National Institute.

IVIore directly threatening was the evil of the immediate absorption

of a large i^art of the income, to the detriment of the plans which

seemed to him more likely to accomplish the Avishes of the Institution.

The Avisdom of Prof.- Henry's policy has been alu\ost universally

conceded, and the success Avith Avhicli for thirty-one years he directed

the resources of the Institution toward the increase and diffusion of

knoAvledge compels the admiration of everyone who studies the history

of his life in connection with that of the Institution, and had done so

for many years before his death.

'* Rbeee. Documeuts, p. 590,
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It is now evident that but for his conserviitive policy the history of

tlic Institution would have been conll)a^ati^ ely insiguificaut.

In tlic liglit of subsequent events, it is safe to assert that, in all prob-

ability, had the Smithsonian Institution taken charge of the "National
JNIuseunr'' in the nuiuner proposed in 1840, the result would have been
e\en more detrimental to the Museum than to the Institution,

It did not seem so at the time, however, and for ten years the course

oi' \\w Institution was under the subject of criticism of a very serious

kind.

It is of course not essential to review at length the discussions which
look place within the first ten years between the officers of the Institu

tion, in the uieetings of the Regents, in Cougress, and in the public

journals, as to the authority of the Board of Regeuts and the Secretary

to deviate from a strict interpretation of the act of incorporation, which
was presumed to embody the will of Congi-ess. There was a party Avho

was of the oj)inion that a large part of the income should be de\oted

to the accumulafion of a great general library, and who fought boldly in

defense of this project. The conflict culminatcfl in 1S5(), with the (lis

missal of the librarian by I*rof. Henry, a. Congressional investigation,

and the resignation of two of the most active Itegents. The Board u])-

held the Secretary, and successfully maintaiiu^d both in Fbmse and
Senate the position tliat they as trustees of the Smitlison bc(pu'st -were

not amenable to the advice or instructions of ('(Uigress, and were the

only authorities qualitled to intcr[)ret the meaning of the act of incor-

l)orati(m and the intention of Smitlison, tlie founder.

The immediate cause of tliis final outbreak was the repeal in 1850 of

the resolution ]>assed in 184(5 dividing the income of the Institution into

two nearly <Mpial jiarts for two si)ecific objects, the advocates of a great

library being of the o])inion that the spirit of this resolution had mtt

been regarded.

The resignation of Seiuitor Choate and Mr. Meachain, and the un-

qualified indorsement of the Secretary l>y the other memlxMs of the

Board greatly strengtlu'iu'd his ])()sition. and enabled him to cojm^ in(ne

successfully with the (piestion of the admission of the (rovernment

museum to the Smithsonian l)uildings, for the transfer pro\i(l(Ml tor in

184(} had not u]) to 18r)G been definitely arranged for.

The histcny of the treatment of this matter is veiy important, since

it leads uj) to the origin of the i)resent lelationship existing between the

(rOvernment, the Kational Museum, and the Smitiisonian Institution.

The delay in the com|)letion of the Smithsonian building afforded to

the Regents an oi)i)ortunity for a gradual de\-elo]»nn'nt of th<' ]>lan ot

organization. Until the building should have been furnislied the reso-

lution giving half of the income to library and museum was not. obli-

gatory, nor was it ])ossil»le for the custody of the (lovernment museum
to be finally fransferied,
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The corner stoue wan laid May 1, 1847, but tlic work was in progress
until 1855.

The delay was evidently intentional, for in 1848 Prof. Henry, in an
exposition of JSmitlison's bequest before the New Jersey Historical

Society, spoke as follows:

He regretted that in order to make provision foi- the accommodation
of the museum of the exploring expedition, as directed by act of Con-
gress, so large an amount of money was required for the erection of the
buildings. The evil, however, wliich would result from this is in a.

measure obviated by the plan jnoposed by Prof, Bache, and adopted
by the Eegents, viz, that of deferring the time of comi)leting the build-
ing, so that it might be erected in considerable i)art by means of the
interest of $-J4(>,((0(>, which had accrued in interest on the original fund
previous to the year 1840.*

As early as 1847 Prof. Henry seems to have entertained the hope of

escape from the full accei)tance of the terms of the charter, for in his

lirst plans, as finally submitted to the regents, he ex[)ressed the hope
" that in due time other means may be found of establishing and sup
porting a general collection of objects of nature and art at the seat of

the (leneral (ro\ernment with funds not derived from the Smithsonian
be<|uest."t

In the rejfort for the year 1849, presented in 1850, Prof. Henry gave
llic result of his later observations and reflections, and foi' the first

time took his stand in opposition to the transfer, advancing tlic thcoiy
tliat it was not obligatory on the regents to take cliaigc of the (lovern-

ment colle<'tions. lie wrote:

This hnv evidently gives to the Smithsonian Institution the nuiscnm
in the Patent ()lti{;(\ tlte conservatory of plants, and all sjx'cimens ol'

nafure and art to be fonndin tlie several otiices and dei)artments ofthc
(b)vernment. Tlic act. however can not be const) ued as rendciing it,

obligatory on the regents to tr e charge of these articles, if, in their
opinion, it is not for the bes. interests of the Institution tliat they
should do so. Though one of the reasons urged upon the regents for

immediate erection of so large a building was the necessity of ])ro\id-
ing accommodation for this ninseuni, 1 have been, from the tirst, of the
oi)inion that it was inexiu'dient to acce])t it.

This museum was collected at the ex])ense of the (loveinment, ami
should be preser\ed as a memento of the science and energy of onr
Xa\y, and as a. means of illustrating and \erifying the niagniiicent \()1-

nnies which comprise the liistory of that exi»t'<lition. If the regents
accept (his museum it must be merged in the Smithsonian collections.
It could not be the intention of Congress that an institntion founded by
the libeiality of a foreigner, and to which he has atlixed his own name,
should be charged with the keeping of a separate museum, the ])rop-

erty of (he United States. Besides this, the extensive museum of the
Patent Otlice would immediately till the space allotted fm- collections
of (his kind in (he Smithsonian edifice, and in a short time another aj)-

pi()])riation would be required for the erection of another building.

* Heury, Smithsou, Bequest, p. 8.

t Eeport for 1847, p. 184; Report lor 1848, p. 33; Rhees Documeuts, p. 958.

SM 91, PT 2 23
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Moreover, all tlie objects of interest of this eollectioii have beeW de-
scribed and figured in the volumes of the expedition, and the small
portion of our funds which can be devoted to a museum may be better
employed in collecting new objects, such as have not yet been studied,
than in preserving those from which the harvest of discovery has al-

ready been fully gathered.
The answer made to some of these objections has usually been, that

the Government would grant an annual appropriation for the support
of the museum of the exploring expedition. But this would be equally
objectionable, since it would annually bring the Institution before
Congress as a supplicant for Government patronage, and ultimately
subject it to i)olitical influence and control.

After an experience of three years, I am fully convinced that tlie trite

I)olicy of the Insiitution is to ask nothing trom Congress except the safe-

keeping of its funds, to mingle its operations as little as possible with
those of the General Government, and to adhere in all cases to its own
distinct organization, while it cooperates with other institutions in the
Avay of promoting knowledge; and on the other hand, that it is desira-

ble that Congress should place as few restrictions on the Institution as
possible, consistent with a judicious expenditure of the income, and
that this be judged of by a proper estimate of the results produced.

Tlie regents and their secretary were in harmony.

in the Senate, April 15, 1850, the discussion of the bill for the com-

pletion of the Patent Oftice building elicited the following statement

from Senator Jefferson Davis:

Mr. President : What the wants of the Patent Office are now is one
thing, and what those wants w\]\ be in a few years is another anfl an
entirely ditferent thing. Not only from the re])ort of the last Commis-
sioner of Patents, but from ins])cction, if anyone choose to make it,

and see the condition of things in that department, I think it may be
denied that there is room enough in the ]»(\sent building for the wants
of the department. If 1 understand the report of the present Commis-
sioner of Patents or the Secretary of the Interior, the argument against

the want of further room by the Patent J^epartment is based upon the
supposition that all which now belongs to the Naticmal Institute, all

connected with the exploring expedition which now fills tJie nniseum of

the Patent Oflice, is to be transferred to the Smithsonian Institution.

That seems to be the basis of the con<'lusion. Now, sii-, I wisli to state

to the Senate that Congress has no ])ower to im])ose upon that institu-

tion the duty of taking charge of this colh'ction of the exploring expe-

dition, we may infer from their act, nor did they ever intend to do so.

They gave to tliat institution the right to take all such curiosities

brought home by the exploring ex]>edition as might be desired for that

institaition, and I will inform the Senate that it is not the intention of

the present Board of Itegents of the Smithsonian Institution to take

charge of the museum of the Patent Office, and the room appropriated

to these curiosities will be required hereafter as now.

By its actiiui in directing at this time the enlargement of the Patent

Office, Congress appears to have accepted the ideas of Senator Davis,

or, as Prof. Henry expressed it, " concurred in the opinions exjiressed in
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the Senate by the Hou. Jefteisoii Davis, that it was ajiitt whith ought

not to be pressed upon the institution."*

In his report for 1851, Prof. Henry, sure of his position, spoke still

more boldly. " It is to be regretted," said he, "tliat ( -ougress did not

leave the entire choice of the plan of organization to those who weretoi

be intrusted with the management of the bequest."

These plain words were called forth by the fact that the building

was still untinished, and that a large additional appropriation from

the fund was required to make it ready for occupation.

It is worth while to remember that his previous impressions of

museums, or at least of recent years, had doul)tless been founded ui)on

the cabinet iu the National Institute, which, before Prof. Henry came
to Washington, had become completely torpid. Its collections, housed

in a hall not under its control, belonged to it only in name. The mis-

cellaneous assemblage of specimens in the hall of the Patent Office had

been well describcnl in the Smithsonian charter by the name "National

Cabinet of Curiosities," for it did not deserve to be called a museum.
Prof. Henry evidently had that in mind in protesting against "a

l)romiscuous collecticm," but for the first time explains that he does

not underrate "the (scientific) importance of collections in themselves."

The following quotation will show, however, tlmt he was not so

averse to the museum idea as he had formerly been, although very

doubtful as to the advisability of accejiting aid from Congress:

The museum is to consist, according to the law of Congress and the
terms of the compromise, of "objects of art, <»f foreign and curious
research, and of natural history: of i»lants, and geological and min-
eralogical specimens." It would, however, be unwise in the Institution

to attemiit the formation of full collections of all these objects, or, in

other words, to form an establishment similar to that of the British
Museum. Tlie whole income devoted to this oljject would be entirely
inadequate. The portion of the main building appropriated to the
museum consists of a single room 200 teet hmg by 50 feet wide. This
space maybe entirely filled in the course of three years, without the
purchase of a single article, if the means he adoi)ted which present
themselves at tlie scat of Goveriunent for making collections. But
when this space is filled the accumulation of specimens must cease, or
an addition be made to the building, which, to harmonize with the
ju'esent edifice, would involve a large ex])enditure. The question then
arises, from what source is this money to be obtained ? It can not be
derived from the annual income of the capital, for this would crip])le

the more important operations. It may be said that Congress will

* The Natioual Miiseuui, althougli the desigiiatiou proposed in Mr. Ingersoll's

auiendmeut to the Owen bill for the Smithsouian Institution was never legally

sanctioned, was understood to be under the charge of the Smithsonian from the

time of its incorporation. The museum clauses of the charter were so understood

by thetirst regents and by Prof. Henry, who, in his first programme of organization,

in 1847, wrote: "When the building is completed, and when iu accordance with

the act of Congress the cluirge of the National Museum is given to the Smithsoiiiau

Institution, other assistants will be ret|uiredv.

"
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furnish the means; but this is relying on a very unccM-tain source, and
the policy of applying to Congress for any aid is doubtful.

Having said this nuu'h, it was easy to continue by expressing the

•oi)inion that the Regents had beeii in error in supposing it necessary

to put up a building for the reception of the great museum of the

exploring expedition presented by Congress.

The next year made some change in the views of Prof. Henry. The
presence of his new assistant secretary, Prof. Baird, and the eviden(*e

of the collection that was now growing up under his own eyes, that

museums may be made important agencies for scientihc discovery, had

perhaps increasetl his personal interest in such matters.

And again

:

Tliough theformation of a general collection is neither within theiueans
and i)iovince of the Institution, it is an object which ought to engage
the attention of Congress, A general nuiseum appears to be a neces-

sary establishment at the seat of government of every civilized nation.
* * * Indeed, the Government has already formed the nucleus of
such a museum in the collection now in the Patent OfHce.
An establishment of this kind can only be by (lovernment, and the

proposition ought never to be encouraged of putting this duty on the
limited thongh liberal bequest of a foreigner.

The Smithsonian Institution will r<'adily take the mental direction

nf ail establishment of this kind, giv<' plans for its organization and
arrangement, provided it be requested to do so, and the means for

effecting the object be liberally supplied.*

In the report for the year 1852 Prof. Henry definitely stated that the

Regents had concluded that it was not advisable to take charge of the

great museum of the exploring expedition,! and also expressed the

hopeful opinion that "there can be little doubt that in due time ample

provision will be made for a library and museum at the capital of this

Union worthy of a government where perpetuity depends upon the vir-

tue and intelligence of the peoi)le."|

In the report for the year 1853, presented January 14-March 11, 1851,

another step toward the transfer of the museum is chronicled. The
Secretary Avrote

:

I have been informed by the Commissioner of Patents that the space
now occupied in the building of the Patent Ottice by the National Mu-
seum is imperatively required for the display of models; and he sug
gests that a part or the whole of the Smithsonian building shall Tje

purchased for the deposit of this collection. If Congress will entirely

relieve the Smithsonian fund from the expense of collecting and main
taining a museum, a large portion of the present building would be uii

] ecessary, and the proposition to purchase a part or the Avhole of it

niight be properly entertained. [The Smithsonian Institution, if re-

quired, would take the supervision of a Government museum, and would
turn over to it all the specimens collected after they had been examined
and described. The importance of a collection at the seat of Goveru-

* (Report for 1851, p. 25.)

t Sixth Animal Report, p. 253,

t /.<•., p. 253=
(

•
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liieut to illustrate the physical ge(>,i;i;iphy, natural history, and etliuol-

ogy of the Uuited States, cau uot be too highly estinuited. But the
support of such a collection ought uot tohe a bUrtheu upou the Smith-
soniau fund;

The year 1854 was the stiniug one in the history of the Institution,

ttud little was done towards the transfer of the museum. The great

lower hall, having beeu coiUpleted^ Wrts lying idle. The Smithsonian
collections were rapidly iucredsing ttltder the management of Prof.

Baird, of whose worlc^in this^ direction uiore will be said later, and a

considerable number of (ioverumeut colleetions had come directly into

the custody of the Institution— in bulk and value more extensive than

those in the Patent Oftice, those of the exploring expedition excepted.

In this year, too, the custody of the Patent Office collection was
transferred to the Conunissioner of Patents, and an ap]irr,priation made
for their support.

In 1855, in liis report, presented March 1, 1S5G, the Secretary said:

The lower story of the main building consists of one large hall, to be
appropriated to a museum or library. It is at jjresent unoccupied, but
will be brought into use as soon as the means are provided for furnish-
ing it with proi^er cases for containing the objects to which it maj" be
appropriated.

In another place he expressed the hope that Congress v\"ould in due
time relieve the Institution from the support of the building, and ulti-

mately appropriate the greater part of it to a national museum.*
This was the first time that the term National Museum was i^ublicly

used by Prof Henry or in the rejjorts of the Smithsonian Institutiou

—

a significant fact, and one which shows a step in the progress of the

nuiseum idea aud a revival of the plan promoted by the National In

stitute from 1840 to 1846.

The fact that tlie Smithsonian museum, in itself, could now claim to

be the best general collection of natural history so far as Xorth Amer-
ica was concerned probably stimulated the Secretary's enthusiasm, for

he announced the fact in the report with evident pride.

In March, 185«;, the subject of the removal of the collections from the

Patent Office was presented to the Regents by the Secretary, but the

minutes contain no record of tlieir decision.

In the Secretary's report for 185(), presented to the Regents January
20-28, 1857, the matter came up again tor remark, and Prof. Henry, as

was his custom, spoke of the obstacles to the progress of the Insti-

tution caused by the restriction of the charter, and recurring to the

nniseum, said:

The adverse ettects of the early and consequently imperfect legislation'
ought, therefore, as far as possible, to be obviated; and this would
readily be done if Congress would relieve the Institntion from the care
'of a large collection of specimens i>rincipally belonging to the Govern-
ment, and pundiase the building to be used as a depository of all the

*" Report 1855, p. 16.
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objects of natural liistory aud the fine arts belonging to the natioih
If this were done a few rooms would be sufficient for traiisactino- the
business of the Institution, and a large portion of the iiic:>nie would be
fvoe, to be applied to the more immediate objects ol' tlie bequest. In-

deed, it would be a gain to science c(tnld the Institution give away the
linilding for no other consideration tliau that of being relieved from the
costly charge of the collections; and, for the present, it may be well to
ado])t the plan suggested in a hite report of the Commissioner of Pat-
ents, namely, to remove the museum of the exploring expedition, which
now fills a large and valuable room in the Patent Office, wanted for the
exhibition of models, to the spacions hall of the Institution, at present
unoccuijied, and to continue under the direction of the Regents the ap-
j)ropriation now annually made for the preservation and display of the
collections.

Although the Eegents a few years ago declined to accept this mu-
seum as a gift, yet, since ex])erience has shown that the building will

ultimately be filled with objects of natural history belonging to the Gen-
eral Government, which, for the good of science, it will be necessary to
preserve, it may be a qnestion whether, in consideration of this fact, it

would be well to offer the nse of the large room immediately for a na-
tional museum, of which the Smithsonian Institnfion would be the mere
curator, and the expense of nuiintnining which sh(»uld be paid by the
General Government. The cost of keeping the museum of the explor-
ing expedition, now in the Patent Office, including heating, pay of
watchmen, etc., is about $5,000, and if the plan i>roiK)sed is adopted
the Institution and the Patent Office will both be benetited. The bur-
den which is now thrown on tlie Institution, of preserving the specimens
which have been collected by the different expeditions instituted by
Government dnring the last ten years, will be at least in i)art lemoved,
and the Patent Office will acquire the occu])ancy of one of the largest
rooms in its building for the legitimate purposes of its establishment.
It is believed that the l)enefit from this plan is so obvious that no ob-
jection to it W(mld be made in ( 'ongress, and that it wonld meet the
approbation of tlie public generally.

I can .find no record in the minutes of the Regents, but have been in-

formed by Mr. W. J. Rhees, of the Smithsonian Institution, that an

urgent request for the use of the hall was made by the Commissioner

of Patents and the Secretary of the Interior, and that the Board de-

cided to grant this request on the condition that Congress should a])pro-

l)riate money for the construction of the cases and the transfer of the

collections, and that the Secretary of the Interior should provide for

the expenses of the care of the collections after their transfer in the

same manner as before.

The question of the legality of the transfer of the collections was
submitted by the Secretary of the Interior to the Attorney-General,

by whom it was held that the provision in the eighth section of the act

of August 4, 1854 (10 Stats., 572), placing the collections under the

control of the Commissioner of Patents, and authorizing the employ-

ment by him of keepers therefor, was designed to be temporary only,

and that the act establishing the Smithsonian Institution, as well as

that making the appropriation in 1857, were to be regarded as indicat-
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ing the purpose of Congress respecting permanent provision for these

collections,*

Tlie appropriation of IS.")!, referred to by the Attorney-General, was
one giving -$15,000 for the constrnction of eases and $2,000 for the re-

moval of the collectious. (March 3, l-SoT. 11 Stats., 219.)

In commenting upon this action, Prof, Henry, in his repr>rt for 1857,

remarked

:

At the last session of Congress an ai)propriation was made for the
construction and erection of cases to receive the collections of the
United States exploring expedition and others in Washington, and
also for the transfer and arrangement of the siiecimens This appro-
priation AA^as granted in accordance with the recommendation of the
late Secretary of the Interior and the Commissioner of Patents, in

order that the large room in the Patent Office occupied by the museum
might be used for the more legitimate purposes of tliat establishment.
We i)resume that the other jiait (»f the recommendation will also be
carried out, namely, that the annual appropriation be continued which
has heretofore been made for the care of this i)ortion of the Govern-
ment property. While, on the one hand, no appropriation should be
made which would serve to lessen tlie distinctive character of Smith-
son's bequest, on the other it is evident that the Government should
not impose any burdens upon the Institution which would impair its

usefulness or divert its funds iTom their legitimate purpose.1

In 1853, by the act of June 2 (11 Stats., 301), an approiuiation of

$4,000, '"for the preservation of the collection oi' the ex]floring and sur-

veying expeditions of tlie Government," was made as a contingent ex-

pense in the office of the Secretiiry of tlie Interior.

The management of this aj)]>ropriation and of all which followed it

from year to year was always })Iaced entirely in the hands of the Sec-

retary of the Smithsonian Institution.

In the rei>ort tor 1858, Prof. Henry gave the following concise his-

tory of the relations of the Smithsonian histitntioii to the national

collections:

It will be recollected that by the law of (Congress incorporating this
Institution "all ol)jects of art and (if foreign and curious research, and
all objects of natural liistpry, plants, and geological and mineralogical
specimens belonging to, or hereafter to belong to the United States
which may be in the city of \yasldngton, in whosesoever custody the
same may be, shall be delivered to such persons as may be authorized
by the Board of liegents ,to receive them."
The law thus giving to the Smithsonian Institution all specimens

illustrative of nature and art to be found in the several ofiflces and de-

l>artments of Government was not construed as rendering it obligatory
on the liegents to accept these objects if they <'onsi<lered it expedient
to do so. Inasmuch, then, as this collection Avas neither essential to

the plan of organization nor directly subservient to the comprehensive
purpose of the donor in regard to a world-wide l)enetit, it was the ulti-

mate decision of a majority of the Board that it ought not to be ac-

* Letter of Hou. William 1>\ Vilas, Seci-ctary of the luteriur, to the Secretary of the

Smithsonian Institution.

t Smithsonian Report, 18n7, p. 14.
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cepted aud that no part of the donation onght to be expended in the

care of property belonging to the (xovermnent of the United States.

Previons to the discussion of this question it had been assunu'd tliat

the Regents were under an ol)bgation to take charge of the ninseuni,

and, on tliis account i)rincipa]ly, a large and exi)ensiYe building ha<l

been thought necessary. After it was settled, however, that the lie-

gents were not bound to acce|)t this trust the work of construction was
carried on more slowly with a view at once to secui-e certain advan
tages to the building itself, and to increase the principal by funding
the interest of the money wliich would be aDsorbed by its com})letion.

lu the meantime a very large amount of specimens of natural history

had accumulated ;!t the Institution from numerous exploring i)aities,

sent out by the ( ireneral Government; and as these collections ha<l l»een

ma<le under the direction of tlie Institution, and their preservation was
of the highest importance to the natural lustory of the country, it A\as

tinally ooiicluded that if Congress v/ould make an api)ro])riation I'or tiie

transfer and new arrangement of the articles then in the Patent Ottice,

and contiiuie the annual appropriation previously made for their care

and exhibition Mhile in charge of the Conunissioner oi' Patents, the In-

stitution would, under these conditions, become the curator of tlu'

national collections. This proposition was agreed to by the (lovern-

ment, and the contemplated transfer has accordingly been ma(h\
It is believed that tliis arrangenu^ut will be UHitnally beneficial to

the I'atent Office and the Institution, since the foinier will be relieved

from a duty scarcely compatible with the design of its establishmenr,

and will gain possession of one of the largest rooms in tlie city tor I lie

exhibition of a class of models to which the imblic iiave not ]n'e\ iously

had ready access; wdiile the Smithsonian Institution will be able to

present to the strangers who visit Washington a, greater number ot

objects of interest, and apjuopriate that portion of the large building

not required for its own most important o])eratioiis b» a useful ]mii)ose.

The cost of keeping the collecti<tns at the Patent Olhce, including

fuel, was about -f4,060 annually, but the Kegents might, with Justice,

haxe asked Ibr an additional amount sufticieiit to pay the interest on
the costof tiiat ptntion of the editice occupied by the museum. It was,

however, thougiit more prudent to restrict the application to the sum
above mentioned, and to request that the apiiropriation migiit lie con-

tinued under the charge of the Secretary of the Interior, thus obviating

the necessitv oi" an asinual application to Congress bv the Instilution

itself.

The cases at ])resent required for the acconunodat ion of the collections

have been constructed at a cost within the a])in()i)riation made for that

purpose; and the Institution is indebted to Hon. rl, Th()m])S(ui, Secre-

tary of the Interior, and Hon. J. Holt, Commissioner ol'Patents, foi- the

use of glass, sash, and shelving no longer needed in the room which
formerly contained the nuiseum in the Patent OHice, but which have
been applied to good purpose in su])plying deticiencie« in the Smith-

sonian building. The Regents are also indebted to Tlioinas P. Walter,

esq.. Architect of the United States Capitcd K.xtension, tbr the beautiful

design of the cases, and to Edw. Clark, esci., architect of the Interior

Department, ibr the inspection of the work during its progress, and the

examination of the accounts presented by the contractor.

In order to increase the cai)acity of the large ro«uii a])pr()priated to

the collection, the cases have been arranged in two st<»ries, Ibrming a
series of alcoves, and a gallery on each side. 1>,\- the ado|)ti(Ui of this

plan iqiace can be jn'ovided for double tlie number of specimens which
were exhibited at the Patent Office.
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A considerabU' portion of tin' collections Las boon anaii^ed, and a
taxidermist em[)loyed to repair the specimens of zoology which have
been damaged, and to i)repare for exhibition others whicli had not jjre-

vionsly been inounte<l. The innsenm will soon be an object of continued
and increasing' interest to the inhabitants of the city and tt) sti-augers

Avho visit the capital of the Fidted States.
An assent to the arrangement above stated for taking charge of the

Government collections is by no means inconsistent with the regret
expresse<l in previous reports that the law of Congress directed pro-
vision to be made from the Smithsonian fund for a public; museum and
hbrary. It must be evident to any one who attentively studies the past
history of the operations of the Institution that the interestof the money
expended on the building intended for this purpose would have beeu
nuu'li more efHciently ai)plied in the development and publicatiou of
new truths. But, in all cases where many views are to be consulted,
the question is not merely what oiif/ht to be, but what can be accom-
]»lished. From the tirst there has existed a clear concei)tion of the means
l)y which the idea of the donor could be best realized, and the aim of
the majority of the regents has continually been to approxinmte, as
nearly as the restrictions of Congress would allow, to the i)lan originally

l)ro])osed. The policy has been invariably the saiiu% and the ])resent

rcpnlalion and generally acknowledged success of the lnstitntii>n aic
the resnlt ot this undeviating course.*
The portion ot the Smithsonian income which can be devoted to a

nuisenm and the •"?4,()(I0 i)ei- annum a[>i)ropriated by Congress would
not together be snthciciit 1o estaldisli and sustain a general cctllection

ofsitecimens of the natural history ot tiu' AV(tild. It will therefore be,

the policy of tln^ Institution, unless other nu'ans are provided, to con-
line the collections [Mincij)ally to illustrations of the i)roducts (»t the
North American continent. For this ])urpose etforts Inne been made,
principally through the vaiions e\])loring e\])e(litions, to obtain a large
number of specimens of all the s])ecies ot the different kingdoms of
nature found in North America; and at this.tinu' the collection under
chaige of the Institution is more extensive in number and vaiiety than
any olhei' which has eser before, beeu nuide relative to this portion of
I lie globe. It is not in accordance with the geiuM'al organization of the
Institution t-o lortn a museum of single specimens, interesting only for

their rareness, but to (collect a large number of s])ecimeiis of each s[)e-

cii's, particularly of such as have not lieen described, aiid to distribute
these among the several naturalists who nuty have the industry, abil-

ity, and the desire to study them; the primary object of the Institution,
namely, the increase of the existing sum of knowledge, in this <'ase as
in all otlu'is, being kept promiiuMitly in view.

Tin' Institution has now become the curator of the collections of nat-

ural history and ethnology of the Goverument, and Ijy law is emi)owered,
as it a])])ears to me, to nmke the same disposition of the materials con-
tained in these collections as it does of those i»rocured at its own ex-

pense. The design will be to render the specimens in the greatest degree
serviceable to the advance of knowledge. The JMuseum now consists
of the following collectiims, of which, according to Professor Baird,
about one-tifth were brought from the Patent Ofilice.

First, those of the naval expeditions; second, those of the United
States geological surveys; third, those of the boundary surveys; fourth,

those of surveys for railroad routes to the Pacific; fifth, of miscellaneous

Smithsouian Report, 1858, pp. 13-16.
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^expeditions under the War and Xavy Departments; sixth, those of
miscenaneons collections jtresented or deposited by societies and indi-

viduals; and lastly, of anvxtensive series of the results of explorations
prosecuted by the Institution itsf'lf. J>y far the gi'eater jwrtion of the
whi)kvlias been made uiid«'r the stimulus ami iinme<liate, direction of
the Smithsonian Institntion. A number of tln^ special collections are
still in the hands ot those to whom they were intrusted for scientitic

investigation iin<l description. The arrangement of the cases and the
disiDOsition of the articles intended for public exhibition has been a sub-
ject requiring c-onsiderable thought and experiment. It was not only
desirable to obtain the largest ainonnt of space for the accommodation
of the articles, but also to arrange the whole so as to harmonize with
the architectural end3€^l!ishments of the large hall, and thus to produce
a proper resthetical effect.*

In 1S59, the (luide Book, unofficial yet issued by an official of the

staff, was published with the words Guide to the Smithsonian Institu-

tion and National Musjeum on its cover, and about this time the words
National Museum of the Fnited States were painted over the door of

the exhi])ition hall.

Congress did not, however, give legal sanction to the use of this

uame until nearly- twenty years later, when providing for the erection of

the new building to receive the collections given to the Smithsonian

Institution at the close of the Centennial of 1S76.

WASHiNCiTON, Fehritari/, 1891.

T^otp: a.
Jancary 1, 1842.

To i^)o TTou. .1. C. Spencer and
The Hou. A. P. Upshur:

Gentlkmkn: The iiudersioned, a coraiuittee on belialf of the National liistitiitioii

for the Promotion of Science, liave the honor to submit to your consideration the foj-

towing fa<"ts and remarks.

In a law of the 20th July, 1841, there is a provision in these words: " For the pnr-

!l>ose of enablioig the Secretaries of the War and Navy Departments to ]dace in a state

'of safe preservation the specimens of natural history which are now deposited in

their respective oflSces, or which maybe broiight tliere resulting from surveys of tl],e

unexplored regions of our own country, or from the exploring expeditious now in

tthe South Seas, by the authority and at the expense of the United States or other-

wise, a sum not to exceed iive huudred doHars."

And in a law of March 3, 1841, there is another appro]iriation '• For defraying the

expense of transporting to the city of Washington and of arr;iiiLving the collections

made by the exploring expedition, five thousand dollars."

These laws are considered as having determined the principles which shonlil govern

in such cases.

First, that the expenditures should be made under the direction oftlu^ Secretaries

of the War and the Navy Departments; and

Second, that the collections should be Ijrought to Washington and arranged there.

In the discharge of these duties, the Secretaries of the two Departments named
directed the collections referred to to be delivered to the care of the National Insti-

tution, for the purpose of being arranged under its supervision,

^Ojo. eii., 1858, pp. 40, 41,
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Ou these aotoui]t.s, as well as betaiise of your position of directors of the Institu-

tion, we have now the honor of addressing you.

The first appropriation of $500 was expended uudet the personal superintendence

of the Secretary of War, he apy)roving all accounts; the secohd, under that of the

Secretary of the Navy. Bht in tlie course of the liUsiness this duty assumed the fol-

lowing form

:

The society appointed a committee to supervise the arranging of the (ollections.

It was the duty of this committee to suggest the expenditures and employments

which it considered necessary, to examine into the accounts, and if it found the

same to l)e correct, to reconunend them to the approval of the Secretary. Under
this system the appropriations have been expended, and the Institution is now with-

out further means.

It is proper to remark that the entire collections of the Institution, as well in books

as in specimens of natural history and of the arts, and as well those deposited by

the Government as those given by individuals and other institutions and from for-

eign governments, will in the end belong to the Ignited States, there being a pro-

vision to that effect in the constitution of the Institutiim. The whole can therefore

with propriety be considered as public property.

With this brief exposition we shall now lay before you the state of the affairs of

the Institution in reference to the collections, deposits, gifts, and expenditures.

The entire collecti(Ui is deposited in the ujjper rooms of the Patent Office; it con-

sists of:

Doimtions from foreign governments.

Donations from other institutions, foreign and domestic.

Donations from ministers and consuls aliroad, and from f)tiitcrs of our Army and

Navy.
Donations IVom indi^ iduals and fiom members of the Institution.

The Iowa ccdlection of mineralogical and geological specimens, maile l)y K. K.

Owen, esq., under the direction of the Treasury Department.
The collection of mineralogical and geological specimens which liad bttii in de-

posit in the bureau f)f the Corps of Topogra])hical Engineers.

The collection of portraits of distinguished Indians, aiul the collection of Indian

curiosities which had been on dei)osit in the War Department.
The minerals, books, jiapers, and personal effects of the Smitlisonian ])e(|uest.

The two shipments which have been received from the exploring siiuadron, con-

sisting of minerals, s])eriniens of natural history, works of art, implements of war
and curiosities.

The books, minerals, and Avorks of art belonging to the late Columbian Institute,

The books, papers, and proceedings of the late American Historical Society.

Cabinets and specimens, deposited by members in trust, for public use.

It can not be said that these materials are now arranged. The space which has

been appropriated to the temporary use of the Institution—the eastern half of the

upper room of the Patent Office—is entirely insufficient for such a purpose, as well as

the means and time which have been devoted to them. But as more just conception

in those respects, as well as the value of the collections, will be derived from an
exhibition in detail of the latter, it will now be laid before you:

About 1,000 volumes of books and numbers tif pamphlets.

About 50 maps and charts.

About .500 castings in plaster, medals, and seals.

Ten pieces of statuary, marble, or plaster.

(hie hundred and sixty-eight paintings.

Aliout 1,600 bird skins, of which rather more than 400 have been cleaned, stuffed,

and mounted, and dejiosited in cases, but which yet require eves and to have labels

]>roperly written 'and affixed. They also require to be scientifically arranged, the

first labor being necessarily limited to the preparing of the skins and putting them.
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nuder the protection of cases. It may be jjropc]- tn icinaik tliat to clean, stuff, and put

in position 6 l»ird skins a day, is the greatest festilt from tlie labors of an exjiert and
experienced taxidermist, and that so much Cflii be done only with skins in good order

and of moderate-sized birds. Mnch less is the most that can be done with skins thai

luive been twisted and for a long time closely packed, or with skins of large birds

or of ipiadrnpeds; a single skin of a large bird often requiiing irom one to two
days.

About 1(50 skins of (|uadrn]»eds, about HO of which liaVe lieen stuffed, set up, anil

put in cases.

About 200 glass jars have been filled with mollusca, fishes, and reptiles, but these

yet require to be divided into more jars and to be arranged, classified, and ii med;
and there yet remains two barrels and ten kegs of wet .and soft specimens, which
have not been opened, except to replenish, when necessary, the preservative mate-
rial.

There are about 50,000 l>otanical specimens, embracing many that are extremely
rare and entirely new. An able botanist, Mr. Nuttall, who has had the examination
oi" this collection, pronounced it equal, if not superior, to any in the world of the

kind and from the same regions. He was for a short time employed to aid in the ar-

ranging of the specimens, and assigned them to orders and genera, but they yet

require the greater lal)or of specific distinctions.

There are about 3,000 specimens of insects, the greater iiart of which have been

arranged in genera, but yet reciuire the further and more laborious arrangement into

species. A large collection of insects, said to be one of the finest of Europe, has

lately arrived in New York to be placed in deposit in the Institution for the benefit

of the public. It is from that well-known and eminent naturalist, C. F. Castelneau.

esq., a member of the Institution. We have also notice of a collection of minerals

being on its way from the School of Mines of Paris, as a present to the Institution.

There are probably several hundred thousand shells, constituting a mass of from
30 to 40 bushels, all v;iluable and many of them very rare, entirely new and ex-

tremely beautiful. With these nothing has yet been done but to open the boxes
and clean a few of them. Many c(mchologists have pronounced this the finest col-

lection in the United States. It will require much labor and time to arrange it.

About 500 corallines have been cleaned and partially arranged. About 300 star-

fish, echini, radiati, etc., have received a like attention; also about 100 sponges and
about 2,000 crnstacea. And there are yet many more spetimens of these, several

hundred, which have not been examined.

About 50 fish skins. These are yet in the same cimdition as when received.

About 7,000 specimens of minerals are placed under the protection of cases, but
require a great amount of labor to arrange and label. There are also upwards of ,50

boxes of mineralogical and geological specimens which have not been opened.

Accessions are daily made to the collections of the Institution in the foi'm of dona-

tions, and we are now looking with some anxiety for additional shipments from the

exploring squadron. Nor can it be doubted that when the squadron returns it will

be freighted in value and number of specimens equal to all it may have sent home
during its long and interesting voyage.

Already the specimens which have been placed in cases nearly fill the space, one-

half of the upper room of the Patent Ofifice, which the liberality of the Secretary of

State assigned temporarily to the use of the Institution ; but these specimens are of

necessity in a crowded state of imperfect arrangenuMit. And tlie specimens now on

hand, when put up and properly disphiyed, will fill the svhole of the room. We
already, therefore, and with much reason, anticipate being straitened for space.

The occupation of our present place is also merely tenrporary. The room Avill in a

few years be require'! for the purposes for which it was erected. This consideration

necessarily afferts the character of the labors of the Institution in reference to the

collection^ which can not fail to partake of the character of its occupation of the
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I'oom, and in consequence its labors are limited to such as are m^cessary and prelim-

inary, to ,1 permanent and scientific arranj;enicnt.

The sairie consideration lias influenced the employment which has been authorized.

The committee to which this matter was intrusted Ity the Institution, did not feel

authorized to recommend to the Department having charge of the appropriation any
system which should involve the Government in a liability for one day beyond the

enduring of the appropriation.

Th(^ a])propriation has become exhausted, but the persons employed have contin-

ued their labors under the hope that the great work ujton winch they have been
engaged and which has progressed with such flattering activity will not now be
abandoned. These persons aie:

H. King, es(|., curator of the Institution, wiio has the general care of the collections

which have been intrusted to the Institution, and who is held responsible to the

Institution lor their safe-keeping. His particular attention has been devoted to the

minerals, niollnsca, echini, radiati, spongia, and Crustacea, Jind to the construction

of the cases, procuring of the glassware, and other reiinisite materials. HLs compen-
sation was fixed at first at $3 per day, but afterwards, in consequence of his being
at much expense for trips he had to make to Philadelphia, New York, and Boston,

aiul being liable to such trips in the execution of his duties, it was raised to $5 per

7 .-"s^^y Townsend, esi]., taxidermist. His duty is to dress, stutt, ])rei)are, and ar-

^ range the skins. His compensation is $',^ per day.
• ' Mr. Nuttall, who Avas enqdoyed on the botanical specimens at $o ])er day. He is

not at present in emjiloy, having other engagements.
One assistant, Mr. Pollard, at .$1..50 per day. ^
One other assistant, who is .-ilso a good mechanic and arranger, Mr. V.ardin, at

.$1.50 per day.

One messenger and laborer at $1 per day.

The occasional employ of laborers and mechanics.

All of the aj)propriations not required for these employments have been expemled
for cases, glassware, and other necessary contingencies to such an establishment,

the accounts and vouchers for which have been duly rendere<l.

As before remarked, these arrangements are but temporary, nor are they com
mensurate to the mass of labor which has to be done, or to the just expectatiou>
which are entertained in reference to it. More foi^e must be employed and niorr

varied talent than the means appropriated have enabled the institution to commaml.
With the experience which has been acquired, the conuuittee will if desired, under
the correcting hand of the Institution, submit to your consideration their views in

reference to the expenditures of any future appropriation.

The funtls of the Institution are of two kinds.

First, the amount derived from the annual tax ui>on mem1)ers
Second, the amounts ai)propriated by Congress.

The first is necessarily small, from the few nu'mbcrs lialde to the tax, and t br

amount of it, for each, $5 per animm ; and it is expended forrarc and necessary liooks,

necessary printing, cases, and other contingencies.

The second has as yet been no more than $5, .500 and has been expended in the man
ner and for the purposes before indicated. We are now, however, without means, and
were it not that the individuals employed continue at the labor in the hope that t lie

Government will continue its patronage to its own property, the work of prei)ara

tion and arrangement would be suspended, as the most the Institution could do
fr(un its own funds would be to employ some one to take care of the collection.

The object of the Institution is to " increase and to diffuse knowledge among men."
Its time and whatever talent it possesses are faithfully devoted to it. But its mem-
bers have occupations, private and public, Avhich can not be neglected, and they

have uot tUe wealth for voluntary contributions, We are therefore obliged to look
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to tiheGoverunient for aid iu funds. In other countries, where, although ]iul)lic spirit

may not be, individual wealth is so much greater, no institution of the kind has ever

succeeded without Government patronage. How much more necessary, then, is such

patronage Avith us. And the more justitiable and necessary will this patronage ap-

pear when the reflection is made that the greater jiart of the ])roperty under our care

already belongs to the C4overumeut, and that all donations, collections, and pur-

chases by the funds of the Institution must by our coustitution eventually take the

same course. The Institution 's but a curator for the Government, voluntarily be-

stowing its time and talents to objects which can not fail to increase national fame,

to elevate national character, and to promote the design of the great philanthropist

to "increase and to diffuse knowledge among men."
We therefore respectfully but ((mtidently address you as directors of the Institu-

tion and as heads of the departnu^uts under which former appropriations were ex-

pended and solicit your efforts to obtain further Government aid.

There are two ]ioints to which we are anxious to draw your particular attention.

One is an appropriation from Congress for preparing and arranging the Goverumenf
collection; the other i'or additional space. The hrst is absolutely necessary, for, as

before remarked, former ap^jropriations are exhaiisted. and the tvork must be al>an-

doned if more is not granted. We consider that about $20,000 is required for the

active and correct prosecution of the work during the year 184L'. More labor must
be applied, and more varied talent be employed; and we believe it will not be ex-

pected that these reciuisites are to be obtained without a proper consideration. The
committee pledge themselves to a faithful superintendence of the expenditures, and

to a faithful account of it.

The second is equally necessary. We want space properly to exhibit the sjteci-

mens. We acknowledge that our occupatiiui of the half of the room assigned to tlit

Institution is but temporary, and that we must look forward to the period when the

Avhole room will be required for other purposes, and while our occupation is of this

character, we are also, and everyone must be impressed with the conviction that

our arraugements can not assume that scientific and permanent character which

will be their ultimate condition. Our present labors must therefore be preliminary

to a permanent and scientific arrangement, labors, however, not lost as they would
be necessarily under any circumstances. But to execute these properly more space

is required, and also the uncontrolled occupation of the whole room. This space is

the more necessary from the very preliminary character of present labors, as the

room has to be a workshop as well as an exhibition room. We make this recjuest

from a thorough conviction of its necessity, and from the belief, if granted, it would
not inconnnode the Patfut Office. And to prevent misapprehension, we will take

this ojqiortunity to stale that from the superiuteu<lent of that office the Institution

has received those accommodations and facilities which might justly be anticipated

from a gentleman of his known urljanity and intelligence.

.1. .1. Aberi,
A. O. Dayton,
Francis Markoe, .Jr.,

Committee.

NOTE B.

REPORT UPON THE MATERIALS IN THE INSTITUTE.

l!y I'r. ricKKKLNii, Hi . 1>ANA, Dr. Hai.k, aiid Mr. Bkackenridmk.

On the 12tli of September last 1 received the charge of the collections of fhe Nfi-

tional Institute, and the hall was soon after placed at my disposal by ai^ order fropi

fhe State De)>artment. My time has since been chiefly pccupied in general pjaug fif
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^'frangeinent aud at'commodatioii, iu revieAAiug the coUectious of the exploring expe-

flitiou that had Ireou already opened, openiug thost.' leceutly received aud' ticketing

ari'd taking an account ot them. The larger portion has now been gone through
with and deposited iu the allotted cases, but not yet rendered intelligible by ineaius.

of labeling an'd arrangement. I should expect, however, some brandies of the zoo-

logical collections,, mot yet unpacked, and a portion of the botanical, yet to ari'ive. 1

anff not prepared at present to make a full report on the proceeds of the explorin""

e'xpedition, but have only to offer a few remarks relating: generally to the objects

under my charge.

The interior arrangement of the hall is not altogether such as I should have oi'igi-

Bfally recommended ; V)ut the caseb being alrtiady com]>leted, it remains only to confV>rn>

to the plan as far as practicable. By lining the walls wath cases there will be suffi-

cient accommodation for the present collections of the Institute, including those of
the exploring expedition, and the si)ecimensof American maunfactures already within
the walls. At the same time there is no ])rovisiou for future increase in any depart-

ment, much less for any new objects that may be contemplated. There is no room for

a geological series of the United States, for a library, a gallery of the tine arts, etc.

The persons at present employed are

:

Mr. Varden, having the immediate supervision of the hall and fixtures.

Mr. Dana, having charge of mineralogy and geology, and also of corals and Crus-

tacea.

Mr. Brackenridge, having charge of the greenhouse and all botanical collections.

Messrs. Townsend and Pollard, taxidermists, also having charge of the ornitho-

logical department.

Mr. Falconer, carpenter; constantly occiipied, etc.

Mr. Campbell, messenger and general assistant.

All have thus far given entire satisfaction.

I am not aware that any increase of force ^is necessary. There is, however, one
department on which, from the destructible nature of the objects, we are unable to

bestow the requisite attention. I alludt; to that of entomology. We have on de-

posit the extensive and valuable collec-tion of Count Castleman, and should be
iVshamed to allow it to perish in our hands. The collections, too, of the expedition,

though not so extensive as was perhaps expected of us, and in part lost with the

Penrack, yet it is believed inohule materials that in competent hands might be tli^

means of eliciting facts worth preservation, and having a wider bearing than may
he supjiosed by those who have not duly weighed the relationshij)s of the different

jiarts of creation. Our gatherings in this l>ranch derive a further consequence from our

Veing able to connect them ^^'itl< the vegetable proc^ucts of the widely .separated

isjets of the mid-ocean and other unfrequented regions it has been our rare fortune

to visit.

The collections in coqcholygy have only jn part bee^ opened (viz, up to the time
of Qur leaving the Fiji Islands), q,nd no portion properly arranged and exhibited;

neither at the present momei^t can any space l>e allowed for this purpose. When
fully displayed, it is believed tl^at those interested in tl|is branch of science will not
be disai)i»ointed as to their extent and value.

For the ornithological department, and the cUied skiqs of other animals, I must
refer to the accompanying list

;
promising, however, that there are besides miiny in-

teresting specimens in osteology, Itoth of man and the inferior animals.

Of specinu'iis in spirits, brought by the expedition, we number 208 jars, coijtainiyg

insects and ii\iiu)r objects in zoidogy, not less in all than t,000 difFerent species, and
895 envelopj^s (d" larger speciiuens. Thpse last include about 900 dififerent species of

tishes and L'OO of reptiles, making a toti*I of 5,100 species in spirits, exclusive of (ihe

Crustacea, n()ted by Mr. Dana.
For the botanical department I must refer to the accomj)anying extract from a

report l>y Mr. Brackenridge. I inclose also reports on the drawings made during the
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cruise of the exploriug scinadron, by Mr. Drayton, and Agate; on the mineralogical

and geological collcctiuiis, from Mr. Dana; and a paper on the philological depart-

ment I obtained from Mr. Hale, who happened accidentally to be in town. As Mr.

Hale has not enumerated the collections in this latter branch, I will here specify

them particularly. The Institute now possesses, exclusive of

—

Thirty-six volumes and pamjihlets, and a large bundle ofnewsjtaper files ; historical

ilocuments, all ])riuted at Lima and Chili, which may not projterly come under this

head.

Grammar of the Quichua language, which is still the vernacular in the mining

towns of the Peruvian Andes.

Ten tracts in the language of the Society Islands, printed in ])arl at Tahiti.

Eleven tracts in the Samoan language, from the mission press at those islands.

Printed specimens also of the Fiji and New Zealand languages, including New Zea-

land testament.

Sixty-three volumes and ]»am]>hlcts in the language of the Sandwicli Islands, in-

cluding the entire translation of the Bible ; printed at those islands 1>y the American

Mission Press; accompanied also with 8])eciniens of engraving by native artists, one

of which in particular, viz, a general map of the islands, would do no discredit to

the state of the arts at home.

A Japanese book (apparently a religious work) and other writings, believed to be

entirely unique in this country.

The originaal Tagala grammar, printed two centuries ago at thi' l'liili]ipiiies,

giving an account of that alphabet, now extinct; the more interesting, as this is one

of the most remote points to Avhich the invention of letters appears lo have pene-

trated—-before, at least, the modern iin])rovements in navigation.

Nineteen volumes of Malay manuscripts; in all probability the iincst concclinu in

existence.

Eleven volumes of Bugis manuscri]its. (Anotesays: "Theoiily Ibni of Biigis lyjie

in existence^ belongs (o tlie American board of missions at Singajiore.") The I'liigi.s

are very proud of their literature, and are now the most prominent iieoiije in tlic

East Indian Archipelago; lor the iieculiar geogra]diical features of the vast region

would seeui to preclude the division into nations, which obtains in other jiarts (d"

the glolie.

A Bali grammar. ( What follows is derived from other sources than tlu; ex[ic(li

tion.)

Leaves from a Bali liook. lueseiiled by Mr. Thomas H. frills,

A Siamese l)0ol<.

Several slabs of hierogly|ihics Irom (eiitial America, I'y Mr. Kuyiel, I'niteil States

consul, Ivaguayra,

('o]dic books, by Mr. (iliddon. late ccmsul at Cairo.

Egy))tian anti(|uities and hieroglyphi<s, by the sanu', \\ hiih are s|iecially woilliy

of notie<', and give a Juster idea of the style of ihc worlds of that womlcrt'ui iieople

than could beaciniired from )ilates. Souk' of thesis fragments have long l)een wanted

in this country, and will be looked at with the more interest as Ihc extraordinary

and autlienlic annals disclosed by them licconie more generallx Uiiowi!.

I will not now enter into an acconnt of the implem(Mits. arts, and uianulactnres of

the \arious iieople we have \isited. ^^e Hatter ourselves, however, that these ^\}\\

prove not the h'ast important part of the collections, 1 will refer now only to the

interest with which we sluuUd lot)k upon some such relics of the tribes who once in-

habited our Eastern waters, whose race has disa])])eared ere its history was written.

When jiosterily shall demand of the pi'esent generation, as men of intelligence, sonu-

ai'count of these people, what will l»c forthcoming '! It is generally to be feared oidy

that which is written in imperishable stone—a few stone hatchets and arrowheads.

With regard to our Western tribes, better things are to be hoi>ed for, although

they have already lost some of their arts and ingenuity from intercourse with civil-
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izetlmau. The collection of implements already within the walls is qnite respect-
able, and the expensive series of their portraits from the War Department may well
deserve the term of a national monnment.
Some national depository has long lieen wanted where individuals could place,

under the care of Government, any object they may happen to possess, in nature or
art, that is rare or instructive, calculated to improve and elevate the mind, or fur-
nish materials for new deductions.

The same observations would apply to a national library. Individuals would
hardly think of making donations to the Congressional Library ; neither would for-

eign societies. Yet two of the finest libraries of our country—indeed, so far as their
sphere extends, I would term them of a higher grade than the rest—have been got
together exclusively by donations. I would not by any means be understood to
undervalue the Congressional Library, and the very judicious selections that have
been made for it of late years. But, shall we always be content with the love of
mere England, herself by no means in the first rank in every ))ranch of knowledge?
We look in vain in any part of our country for a full assemblage of French, Ger-
man, Italian, Swedish, Danish, Spanisii, Portuguese, Oriental, or hardly classical

literature.

I have omitted to mention that the property of the Institute is at present very
much exposed to deinedation. From (> to 9 a. m., and also after 5 p. m. the hall
is left entirely unguarded and might be entered with the utmost ease. I would pro-
pose that a dog-watch be set over the hall and building, as about othcL public edi-
fices.

Respectfully submitted.

Charles Pickering,
Curator of the National Institute.

Washington, Xoremher 22, 1842.

BOTANICAL DEPARTMENT.

Among the various branches of science which it is the object of the National Insti-

tute to encourage, disseminate and exhibit, for the benefit and improvement of man-
kind, perhaps none claims its attention so much as botany. By the study of this

science we learn the uses of trees, shrubs, aud plants, whether medicinal, nutritious

as food, or useful in the arts. The beneficial eftects its study produces on society,

or on those who pursue it, by softening down the asperities of our nature, and lead-

ing the mind to contemplate objects of a higher order than the mere gratification of

ordering amusements—which appears to have been the view taken of it by all civil-

ized nations.

The National Institute through the exiiloring expedition possesses one of the most
extensive and varied botanical collections, from the numerous places which the

expedition touched at, that is yet known to have been accumulated during any voy-

age of similar character. This collection has not yet been arranged or set up accord-

ing to any particular system, whereby it can be referred to conveniently, but rests

in the Institute in maps. Wherever a set of specimens of the whole is classified and
arranged systematically there will still remain a great number of duplicates to dis])ose

of to institutions of a similar character, either in exchange or otherwise, as the In-

stitute may think tit.

There is also another point connected with botany to which the scientific world has
of late years turned their attention, viz, the geological distribution of plants over the

surface of the globe; also the altitude or the heights at which certain tribes appear
and disappear. On this point the collection could furnish the best information, as

many of the specimens were found at a height of 16,000 feet above the level of the

ocean. The herbarium it is proposed to put up in neat bands and arranged in cases

after the manner of a library.

The Institute has also come into possession of a ccdlection of ran; and highly iuter-

SMlM,PTL* 23
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esting living plantt^, brought home also by the expeditoii, which has since received

several additions in retnru for seeds distributed from the same source; also a few

donations of other plants from various quarters. For their preservation a green-

house 50 feet long, and partitioned into two apartments, has bcM-n erected on the lot

behind the Patent Office. The number of species in culti\ ation amounts to 500, and,

with duplicates of the same, there are about 1,100 plants in pots, over and above

those now cdniing up from seeils. As it is expected that dimaticms will frequently

be made, aiitl as tlic plants we ni>w iiave will l»c increasing in size, the present house

by another year Avill hardly sulliee to contain them. The ])ro])riety also of liaving

a lot of ground fenced in where tliese plants ((.iilil lie s<-l out during the summer

months, and whic^h could also lit^ used for the raising of ornauu-utal trees, shrubs,

and other hanly plants, which may come into the ]M)sse8si()n of the Institute, is

strongly urged. The meagerness of our jjarterres and shruhlx-ricK e\ idently siiows

that additions are wanting for ornamental gardening.

It would also be a receptacle for proving all samples of fruits, llowers, and escu-

lents that may from time to time be presented to the Institute, there being, so far as

I am aware, no public estal)lishment of the kind in existence in the Union. Officers

of our Navy and consuls residing in foreign countries might do a great deal in intro-

ducing fruits, vegetables, and dowers ; and whenever it is known that sucl. an estab-

lishment exists, there is every reason to anticipate donations, where the 3ountry in

"eneral is to be benefited by such an enlightened and commendable scheme. A nu-

cleus once formed, with a gradiuil accumulation of stock and a steady iierserverance

in its support and furtherance, we nught, at some not \ev\ distant day, vie Avith the

most celebrated establishments of the same kind in Europe. The progress of the

benefit to be expected must be, like the undertaking, slow but sure, and the effects

will soon become evident to every enlightened citizen.

The following is a list of plants, or number of species in the herbarium, collected

at the various ]>laces visited by the expedition

:

Madeira 300 Low Coral Islands ( in all) 27

Cape de A'erde Islands 60 Sandwich Islands 883

Brazil 989 Oregon country 1, 218

Patagonia (Rio Negro) 150 California 519

Terra del Fuego 220 i Manila 381

Singapore 80

Mindanao 102

Tulu Islands 58

Mangsi Islands 80

Cape of Good 1 lope 330

St. Helena 20

Chile and Chilean Andes 442

Peru and Peruvian Andes 820

Tahiti 288

Samoa, or Navigator Islands 457

New Holland 789

New Zealand 398

Lord Atickland Island 50

Tougatabu -36 'ft)tal number of six'cies 9, 674

Fiji Islands 7SH

The number of seeds brought and sent home by the expedition amounted to 684

species, the most of which have been sent all over the country. Several cases of live

plants were also sent home, of the existence of which there are no traces. The live

plants brought home by the Sipiadron amounted to 254 species, and these now form

part of the greenhouse collection.

\Vm. 1). Hkackenkidgk.

NOVEMHKl!. 1S42.

RBPORT OF MR. DANA.

The inadequacy of the space in the hall of the Patent Office at present allotted for

the departments of geology and mineralogy, beconu's daily more obvious, as the ex-

tent of our collections is better known. The spacious hall is a noble one for the
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purpose to which it is devoted; but so raauy distinct sciences claim a share of the

room, that only a small area can be set apart for any one of them. The collections

of the exploring expedition swell out beyond our expectations, and when fully ar-

ranged there will be room for little else.

The package of mineral and geological specimens already opened occupy three of

the cases in the hall and there are yet 7 or 8 boxes untouched. These expedition

collections include suites of specimens from the following countries and islands:.

1. Brazil, illustrating especially the deposits of gold and gems in the great mining
district of Minas Geraes; also the structure of the countries about Rio Janeiro.

2. Rio Negro, Patagonia, where the extensive Pampas of La Plata, and the Ter-

tiary deposits upon which they rest, afforded us a series of interesting specimens,

exhibiting the character of these great prairies of the south, and the salt lakes that

abound over them.

3. Orange Bay, Terra del Fuego, where terminates the great chain of the Andes.

A species of fossil and the nature of the rock deposits, appear to afford sufficient

evidence of the similar and consentaneous origin of this portion of the chain with

the Andes of Chile and Peru.

4. Chile, and the Chilean Andes. The mountains were twice ascended by i^arties

from the expedition, and si)ecimens obtained, in addition to the rocks of the coast,

and oi-es from copper mines.

5. Lima and the Peruvian Andes, affording us gold and silver ores. The summit
of the Andes was passed by a party of officers, and among their collections is a

fossil Ammonite, a large extinct s])ecies of shell, obtained at a t(eight of 16,000 feet.

6. Oregon. The collections illustrate the rock formations of Northwest America,

including the lignite or coal deposits of the Cowlitz and Erasers River, the sand-

stones and clay slide occurring at intervals from Puget Sound into California, afford-

ing numerous organic remains of shells, echini, fish, etc., and the granites, basaltic

rocks, limestones, ores, etc., of the Territory.

7. Upper California.

H. The SandAvich Islands. A region of volcanoes of various ages from the great

gulf of Lua Pele, where lakes of liquid tire still boil, to the lofty mountains of the

western islands of the group, which in the lapse of time have been so shattered by
convulsions and worn by an abrading sea, rains, and running water, that no distinct

trace of the vent or vents that ejected the successive layers of basaltic rock. On
account of this difference of age in the several pai'ts of the group, we have not only

complete collections of modern lavas, but others illustrating the operations of these

fires for ages back. The late eruption of June, 1841, is well illustrated by numer-
ous specimens from its lavas or scoria, and from the sandhills and new beach formed
as the lavas entered the sea. The tops of the high mountains of Hawaii, each about

14,000 feet in elevation, have also conti'ibuted to the collections, through the exer-

tion of the officers of the Viiivenries, who were long engaged in explorations on this

• island.

9. Navigator or Samoan Islands, a region of ancient basaltic mountains and ex-

tinct craters, some of whose twisted lavas and scoria seemed to be of ([uite recent

origin.

10. Society Islands, of similar structure, but with fewer evidences of modern vol-

canic action.

11. Fiji Islands, also basaltic and containing some boiling springs.

12. New Zealand, combining the craters, active and extinct, boiling springs and
volcanic products of the other Polynesian island, with granite rocks, sandstones,

and shales, and deposits of coal.

13. New Holland, the collec^tions from the coal region, including the fossil vege-

tation and from the subjacent rocks which abound in organic remains, is probably
the most extensive that ever left the country.

14. Philippine Islands, a region of granite and talcose rocks, sandstone, shales, and
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limestone, with mines of gold, copper, lead, and coal, besides containing one of the

largest active volcanoes of the East Indies, and many extinct craters, boiling

springs, etc.

15. Sooloo Sea, a region of numberless extinct craters or volcanic mountains and

abounding in coral reefs.

16. Singapore.

17. Cape of Good Hope.

18. St. Helena.

19. Cape Verde.

20. Island of Madeira, mostly consisting of basaltic rocks, tufas, or lavas, and re-

markable for the grandeur of its mountain scenery and the richness of its vegeta-

tion.

21. The Sontli Shetlands, which afford large masses of sal ammoniac.

22. Rocks and eai'th from the Antarctic land, taken from icebergs in its vicinity

—

principally granite, basalt, and a red, compact, quartz rock or sandstone.

To these should be added the collection from numerous coral islands, which include

not only specimens of dead coral rock, the material of the islands, but also various

living corals now growing about their shores. We leave corals for the present, as

they require separate remark.

The above will give some idea of the interest that attaches to the expedition

collection.

Besides the three cases in the hall, to which 1 have alluded, two others are all

that, with due regard to the other departments, can be set apart for the sciences of

geology and mineralogy. There are already large collections of minerals waiting to

be arranged, to which Col. Tottenhas generously added his entire cabinet. The col-

lection which accompanied the Smithsonian bequest has been often noticed, and we
pass it by without further remark at present than to testify to the beauty aud inter-

est of its specimens. In addition, there are twenty-seven boxes from the Iowa ter-

ritory, inclosing specimens from the lead and copper mines, and others elucidating

its general geological structure, collected by the able geologist of that region, Mr. D.

D. Owen. A line suite of Ohio fossils has been received from Mr.Locke, of Cincin-

nati, comprising numerous species of trilobites. A rare collection of bones of mam-
moth size, the remains of a megatherium, an extinct animal, was lately obtained at

Skiddaway Isle, Georgia, and by the liberty of Dr. S— , of Savannah, are now in the

hall. Other packages have been received from M. C. Buck, Wm. A. Irvin, Robert

Brown, Capt. K. Latimore, D. A. Buckley, of .Jacksonville, 111.; Fr. Marcoe, jr., of

Washington; J. M. Allen, of Albany ; M. Stony, of Vermont; Martin Johnson, Mr.

Ziegler, Joseph Willett, of Maryland; J. I. Greenough, Prof. U. Parsons, Mr. Mecklin,

of Maryland ; G. R. Gliddon, consul iu Egypt ; W. L. Ames, of New Jersey ; Dr. J. H.

Caustin, C.D.Barton, of New York City; Wm. M. Mitchell, of Virginia; Dr. Lewis

Sayinsch, and O. Root, esq., of Syracuse, N. Y. Specimens are constantly arriving,

and now, after the late circulars issued by the several departments of Government

to our military and naval officers and consuls, they may be expected in still greater

numbers.
After arranging the expedition specimens, there will be one case and a part of

another for all the mineral collection, the Iowa geological specimens, and the many
others in our possession. With the exception of the minerals, for which there is

scant room, the whole must remain closed.

The importance of these sciences, and the interest of the country iu its mineral

resources, make it desirable that some plan like the following should be adopted,

and as soon as may be carried into execution: There should be a complete collection

of minerals, systematically arranged, comprising specimens from all countries, and

illustrating fully every branch of the scieuce. For geology, in the collections of

which are included rock specimens, fossils, soils, aud whatever may illustrate the

formation of our globe, the changes in its progress, its i»resent condition, aud min-
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era! or agricultural resources, I would suggest that iu addition to cases for foreign
geology, there be a special case set aside for each State iu the Union, to contain
.specimens of all its productions, niineralogical and gccdogical. This plan car-
ried out, a single walk through the hall would convey the information of years'of
travel

;
the mineral wealth of each .State would be open for inspection, and the

nature of their productions and their comparative value might at oiu-e be read off.
Those interested in coal explorations would find here the rocks which contain this
mineral and indicate its presence ; and near by those rocks also which by some resem-
blance have so often led to fruitless explorations; the true and the filse might be
readily compared, and with the definite information obtained, treatises on this sub-
ject, before scarcely intelligible, be read with profit. The same, with the ores of iron,
copper,]ead, gold, silver, etc., and the various materials used in building, soils, etc!

.Such an arrangement, embracing within its plan every part of our country, will en-
list exertions as widely extended; and we may confidently believe that the titles
New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, etc., inscribed on the resj.ective cases, would not
long stand over empty shelves. Indeed, for some States a second and a third case
might soon be required. The Iowa case could now be filled, and a commencement
might be made with the case for New York, that for Ohio, Virginia, Maryland, Penn-
sylvania, Khode Island, and New Jersey. As geological surveys are in" progress in
many .States, or have been completed, there will be little difficulty in general in ob-
taining complete suites for the National Institute. The corals in the hall, Avith few
exceptions, were received from the exploring expedition. The collection is extensive
and possesses peculiar interest inasmuch as the species are mostly from seas that have
seldom contributed to the cabinets of this or any country. The various cruises of
the vessels among the numerous Pacific islands aff-orded\inusual opportunities for
the collection and examination of these singular forms of animal life, and nuich that
is new has been brought to light with regard to the structure of coral islands, the
growth of corals, the nature and forms of the animals that deposit them (of which
a large collection of drawings has been made), besides discovering many newspecies
and correcting some errors in former descriptions. The number of species brouo-ht
home is not less than 250, and if to this be added the smaller corrallines it will
amount to above 350, besides species of still inferior grade of organization, the
sponges. The corals now occupy two cases which are barely sufficient to receive
them. A separate case of West India corals might soon be filled, as we may expect
large collections through the exertions of the officers of the Navy cruising in those
seas. It would be quite important that these productions from tlae opposite sides of
our globe, the East and West Indies, be kept separate.
The beauty of these collections is sufficient of itself, as is believed, to engage the

attention and more than a passing glance or hasty word of admiration. But" their
interest is greatly enhanced when it is considered that thousands of square miles of
land have been added to our globe by the labors of the minute coral-builder, and
that seas have been studded with islands that otherwise would have remained a
waste of waters.

Before closing this communication I may add a word on the Crustacea in the Hall
which departmeut fell into my hands in the expedition and comes under my charge
also at the Institute. The collection now arranged includes about 650 species, nearly
all of which are from the exploring expedition. The whole number of species col-
lected and examined during our cruise is not tar from 1,000, more than half as many
as the whole number known. Of these, 500 aud upwards have been figured ; and not
less than 450 out of the 500 are new species, besides many others in the collection not
yet particularly examined. About 2.50 species are oceanic aud belong to genera of
which not over 30 species are known, aff-ording, as is thus seen, a great number of
novelties to be brought out iu the publications of the expedition. The most of these
oceanic species are microscopic, generally less than a tenth of an inch in length.
Although so minute, they sometimes swarm in such numbers as to give a red thige
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to the oceau over large areas. While at Valparaiso, the sea for miles to the south-

ward appeared as if tinged with blood, owing to the myriads of these minute
Crustacea. Some species are so transparent that, under the microscope, all the proc-

esses of vital action, the motion of every shell in the complex organization of animal
life is open to view, exhiliitiug many novel facts, curious and important to the

physiologist.

The arrangement of the expedition specimens mav he com])leted in the space that

we now occupy, but the addition of such American and foreign specimens as will

gradually collect around this nucleus will tinally extend the collection over double

the present area.

Very respettfully,

.Tamrs D. Dana.
novkmheh, 1842.

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOLOGY AND ETHNOGRAPHV.

One of the sciences which have of late years attracted an increasing attention, and
one which from its subject would seem to claim a peculiar regard, is what may be

termed the natural history of thehuman race, or as some have named it, anthropology.

It divides itself naturally into various branches, possessing distinct names of in-

terest, and requiring different methods of study. One of them, and that perhaps
to which the Institute will be able to contribute most largely, treats of the manners
and customs of the various nations and tribes of mankind, as indicating the charac-

ter and the grade of civilization which is to be ascribed to them. Travelers in

Egypt inform us that, from the representations of objects and views pictured on the

monuments of that country, one may obtain a clear and probably accurate idea of

the mode of life of the ancient inhabitants and can there form a better conception

of their national characteristics than from all the works of historians. The natives

of most countries, jiarticularly those less advanced in civilization, possess no monu-
ments of this kind, which may be copied or transported into our midst, like those

of Egypt. But one may have the very implements and manufactures which those

pictures would represent, the canoe and net of the fisherman, the bow and javelin

of the hunter, the spear and club, the helmet and buckler Avith which the warrior

went out to meet his enemy; we may have the clothing, the domestic utensils, the

ornaments for the dance—in short, enough to show the state of the arts, the daily

habits, and the ideas of comfort and prosperity among particular people. Among
the collections of the exploring expedition deposited with the Institute will be

found nearly all the articles of native manufacture in use among two tribes of dis-

tinct races, the New Hollanders and the Fijians; those of the former number about
a dozen, while the latter yield several hundreds. A single glance at the two col-

lections will give a clearer idea of the wide difference existing between these tribes

than any description.

In tracing the migrations of a people and the connections of distant branches, the

comparison of arts and social habits may, if pursued with caution, be an important

guide. A person knowing nothing of our language or history, who should visit the

United States, after having traveled in Europe, would have little doubt from which
country of the latter our ancestors proceeded. The islands of the Pacific are peo-

pled by two distinct races, the one having a yellowish brown complexion, with
flowing hair; the other one a dusky skin, frizzled or wooly hair, and features ap-

proaching the African type. There is not in the climate or nature of the islands

Avhich they respectively inhabit any reason why their habits and mental character-

istics should differ. Yet we find that the art of pottery and the use of the bow are

common to all the islanders of the latter or dark-skinned race, without exception,

while they are entirely unknown to the former, except where they have been ac-

quired in late times from the other. We must, therefore, presume that these arts were
bi'ought by the dusky tribes who possess them from the original seat whence they
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have emigrated. These observations will show that the articles of this description
preserved by the Institute are not to be regarded merely as amusing toys or as objects
of idle curiosity, but possess an iuiportant scientific value.

Another department of this study relates to the physical varieties of the human
race. lu statui-e, in complexion, in the nature of the liair and the shape of the cra-

nium the dift'erences that prevail between various tribes are very striking. Some
have supposed it possible to classify all tJu'se varieties under these principal divi-

sions or races, while others have believed them to be so numerons and to fade into

one another by such insensible gradations ii,s to set all classifications at defiance.

Still there can he no doubt that every distinct people possesses a peculiar cast of
countenance and style of complexion and feature, what is commonly called a na-
tional iihysiognomy, and that separate tribes and nations, descended from the same
stock, preserve in their physical characteristics tiie traces of their common origin.

Knowing, as we do, that the influence of climate and manner of life is powerful
in modifying the constitution an<l i»erson;il appearance of those subjected to it, a

question of the highest importance arises as to the extent to which this modifying
power may be effected. Some have supposed that all the peculiarities which distin-

guish the varieties of mankind liave had their origin in this influence of climate and
social habits, while others have considered the power much more limited, and main-
tain that these peculiarities have existed unchanged as they were originally stamped
on the progenitors of the diftei-ent races. These opposite yiews are supported at the
present day by writers of the highest authority, and as the question is evidently one
to be .settled not by reasoning so much as by observation, every fact bearing on this

point merits to be recoi'ded. The Institute possesses a small collection of craijia,

obtained by the exploring expedition, which will aftord some useful results, and the

series ot Indian portraits due to the War Department may be considered, in this re-

port, invaluable.

A division of this study is conjparative pliilology in the science of languages.

Speech has been called the first and highest development of human reason; it is

also the clue by which we trace more evenly than by any other means the afifllia-

tioa of tril)es and the relationship which exists between different nations. By the

comparison of languages we can prove that nearly all the nations of Europe

—

whether of Celtic or Latin or German or Sclavonic origin—are not only closely

allied ou(^ to another, but belong to tlie same stock with the inhabitants of Persia

and Hindustan. By the same nutans we ascertain that a race of Malay origin has
peopled all the islands of Polynesia. Modern philologists have discovered that the

natives of America, from the Arctic Sea to Cape Horjj, speak languages which,

though dissimilar in words, possess a striking grammatical resemblance—like differ-

ent metals cast in the sume mold.

In the pursuit of this interestiug study, the importance of obtaiuing vocabularies

of the languages spoken by secluded or newly discovered tribes is easily seen.

Manuscript works in language of which little is known, are also of great value for

the iuve.stigation of their grammatical structures, and the collection of East Indian

manuscripts brought honu3 by the exploring expedition may 1)6 signaled as possess-

ing unusnal interest. The Institute is not less indebted to Mr. Stevens fpr the

monumental slabs from ('entral America, covered wiith those ^'cmarkable hierog|lyph.-

iC8, which are now awaiting the appearance yf some new ChampoUion to unfold

their mysterious purpoat.

In search of these departments of cthnogjraphical science, all persons whose pur-

suits bring them in contact with many varieties of ojie kind, and in particula|r the

officers of the Navy of foreign stations, have an opportunity by obtaining and traiis-

luitting articles of native workiiiansiiip—crania or mijuimies of ])articular tribes,

and vocabularies or manuscript of languages little known—to add naaterials to the

general stock, which may hereafter be of invaluable service to the scientific inves-

tigator,
H. Hale.

November, 1842,
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OUTLINES OF THE ETHNOGRAPHICAL COLLECTIONS, CHIEFLY
FROM THE EXPLORING EXPEDITION.

XKW H<lLI.AM>.

Buckles, or small narrow shields.

Boomerangs, the singular missile, often described.

Waddies or cluhs.

The throwing-stick, adjutant for throwing javelins.

Beads or wampum, made of the stem of a grass, etc.

FEKJEE ISr.AND.S.

War clubs of various patterns, and the small wmi- clubs ust^l :is :i missile.

Bows and arrows, slings.

Spears, both for war and fishing.

Wooden idols, oracles, headdress of priest, sacred cavacuji, etc.

Wigs, combs, turbans, etc.

Pateras or cava bowls, dishes, etc.

Matting, and baskets of various patterns.

Pottery—water vessels and for cooking.

Musical instruments, consisting of Pandean i>ipes. nose Hutes, war couch, and

drum.
Mosquito uets, fans, fly Innishes, wooden pillows.

Stone adzes.

Fishing uets and lines, cordage, etc.

Dresses for females, of various, and some brilliant colors.

Armlets and necklaces in great variety, neck ornaments, head bands.

Tapa, or cloth, also of great variety of patterns in the stained ligtires.

SAMOA ISI.AND.S AND TON.TATABU.

These islands, in common with the other Polynesians, have evidently derived their

arts mostly from the Feejees. Their implements as Ave recede become less numerous,

with often much diversity in the model. I note only

:

Arrows for catching pigeons, of the Samoa Islands.

Models of the single canoe.

Models, large, double Touja canoe, used foi distant sea voyages.

Rasps of shark's skin, for working wood. comuKui to many Polynesian islands.

We obtained very few things at Thaiti, where native implements are becoming

rare. We saw no weapons of the original stamps.

SANDWICH ISLANDS.

The same remarks apply in a good measure to this group. Native ingenuity dis-

appears when brought iu contact with civilized man—and with a knowledge of

money, the bark-beaten cloth of the South Seas gives place to calico at 10 cents a

yard. We obtain here, however, more extensive collections. I mention only—

The large calabashes, used as baskets to carry burdens, and found so convenient

by all travelers.

Tapa, in imitation of European patterns.

Models of canoe.

Feather ornaments—the yellow is the favorite color here.
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MARQUESAS ISLANDS.

Specimens of the iugenions carviug of these islanders, proeurert many years ago,

were presented by Mr. Demester.

LOW OK POMOTEK AKCHIPKLA<i< ).

These lonely coral reefs present attractions only for this ampliibions race of

people. Implements of the same pattern with other Polynesian, bnt much ruder.

There is no longer any stone for hatchets, and a piece of shell is substituted, Avhile a

crooked root serves for a liandle. There is no bark suitable for m.aking cloth or

tapa, and tlieir clothing consists exclusively of matting.

PENKHYNS ISLAND.

The same remarks will apply to Penrhyns Island, with its wild and impetuous in-

habitants, but being covered with cocoanut trees, it is much more populous, and
the implements olitaincd sliow neater Avorkmanship.

NEW ZEALAND.

Still Polynesian, but much variation in the style of their manufactures and orna-

mental carving. Their cloaks, made of New Zealand flax, a beautiful article.

Neck ornaments of green-colored stone or jade. The thin, slender club, or wooden
sword (used with both hands), almost their only weapon prior to the introduction

of firearms, etc.

KINGSMILL ISLANDS.

A remarkable change in most things from the Polynesians. Long, pronged spears

set with shark's teeth ; as likewise swords of different lengths. Woven coats of

mail and cuirasses for protection. A porcupine fish for a cap. Natural fishhooks

of crooked roots, etc. A very large and interesting collection of the implements of

these coral islands was lost in the Peacock.

EAST INDIES.

Models of Malay proas.

Krisses or seymetars, spears and shield, battle-axes, musical instruments.

TERRA DEL FUEGO.

The collection is nearly complete, tliough the articles are so few in number.
Bows and arrows, the latter singularly enough the most beautiful we have met

with—flint head.

Bone-headed fish-spears, likewise bearing a stony aiuilogy to those of our Northern

Indians.

Seal-skin quivers, slings, paddles, and necklaces.

Our collection of antiquities is quite respectable; pottery, cloth, nets, plastering,

etc., from the ancient graves. I must also particularize the headilress of " the last

of the Incas," presented by Mr. Sweetzer.

OREGON AND NORTHWESTERN COAST.

Our collections here were full.

Paddles, models of canoes, etc., some of former ornamented with different colors.

Carved combs, the conical, woven, and painted hat (the same pattern is used

throughout East India).
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Bow8 and arrows, the heads of houe, flint, and now iron almost their only weapon,

except now knives.

Various grotesque wooden masks.

Dice, made of beaver's teeth, wooden decoy-duck.

Model of cradle showing the mode of flattening the cranium, for which the Ohe-

nooks are so famous.

Model of fastening child to a hoard and carrying on horseback.

Pipes of wood and bone, imitating steamboat, houses, and other fasliions of civil-

ization.

Stone pipes, representing grotesciue ligures of original ])attern.

Carved stone saucers, some well worthy the attention of those who think genius

only the offspring of civilization.

Ornaments of dentalium shells; snow-shoes.

Blankets and belts, of native weaving.

Feather blankets.

Cloaks of vegetable fiber; much after the New Zealand pattern.

Leather or buckskin dresses, moccasins, belts, etc.

Beautiful membrane cloaks, and baidare (covered skin canoes) of farther North.

CALIFORXIA.

A race of different origin is seeniu the different style «>f manufactures, ornaments,

and woven baskets for carrying water and cooking; others richly ornameuted with

feathers, ]dumes, ear ornaments, bead work.

Bows and arrows of the usual American pattern; Avai- spears headed with bone.

Feather dress for a sort of priest or devil.

The arrow-proof cuirass and hemispherical cap of the .Sliasty Indians.

C. PiCKEUINf!.
November, 1842.

rkport upon the draaa/ings made by messrs. drayton and
AGATE.

Through the labors of the artists, Messrs. Drayton and Agate, in connection with

the literary and scientific duties of the other officers, the Journals of the expedition

are of two kinds—the written and the pictorial, and although the former is neces-

sarily the more complete, yet the latter in consequence of the industry of those gen-

tlemen and the large number and faithfulness of the sketches made, Avould of itself

give a very thorough account of the islands and races we have seen; and in many
respects far more detailed and satisfactory than is possible with the pen. The scen-

ery of the islands, their mountains and forests, their villages, with interior and ex-

terior views of the huts or houses of both chiefs and connnon people, spirit houses

or temples, war implements, fortifications, househcdd utensils, tools, canoes, the na-

tives sitting in council, dressed and painted for Avar, the domestic scenes of the vil-

lage, costumes, tatooing, modes of cooking, eating, drinking cava, taking and cur-

ing fish, swimming, gambling and other amusements, Avar dances, club dances, jug-

glery, and numerous other particulars illustrating the modes of life, habits, and cus-

toms of the various tribes inhabiting the islands or countries Adsited, have been

sketched with fidelity. Indeed nothing escaped their pencil when time Avas allowed,

and the series of sketches when finished—for nniny Avere necessarily left in outline

—

Avill be more instructive and interesting than the highest literary abilities could

render the journal of the voyage. One picture by Mr. Agate, rei)resenting a temple

on a newly discovered island, and the cocoanut grove about it, containing one ride,

three or four naked savages starting in affright from an ofiicer that is just beginning

to puff a cigar, and is pouring theAolumes of smoke from his mouth, the impression

of such a scene can not be conveyed in Avords, nor the idea it gives of the ignorance

and superstition of the saA^age. The portraits are numerous, and are not merely
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general .sketches, but accurate likenesses of particular individuals—so faitliful, in-

deed, although but the work of a few minutes in the bands of our skilful artists,

that the natives would cry out witb surprise the uiiuie of the ivulividual when a

sketch was shown them.

Besides historical and ethnographical drawings, the sketches of objects in natural

history arc very numerous ; and they embrace all departments of natural science,

including some geological sketches. The variety and beauty of marine animals in

the coral seas of the Pacific are beyond descriiition. Like birds in our forests, fish

of rich colors and strange forms sport among the coral groves ; and various mollusca

—

animals low in the scale of organization—cover the bottom with living flowers. A
new world of beings is here oi)ened to an inhabitant of our cold climate, and many
of these productions are so unlike the ordinary forms of life that, but for our eyes,

we could scarcely believe in their existence. Many of them are among the most
brilliant and beautiful f)bjects d^a^^ n and colored by Mr. Drayton. Among the geo-

logical sketches by Mr. Drayton the representations of the great crater of LuaPele,
especially the night scenes of its l)oiling lakes of lava, are highly valuable. There
is probably no volcano in the world where the }>rocesses of volcanic actions are more
laid open to view, and on this account these sketches are very unlike the ordinary

pictures oi a burning mountain, and far more interesting to the geologists. Scarcely

less interesting than these volcanic scenes are the views taken among the Andes of

Peru and Chili.

The following list gives more particularly the number of drawings in the several

departments. The whole nirmber of distinct objects or scenes delineated is 2,100. Of
these 200 are portraits, 180 plants, 75 reptiles, 260 fish, 850 mollusca, and over 500

landscapes and historical sketches. The drawings of Crustacea, corals, birds, and
quadrupeds were mostly by the naturalists in charge of these departments, and are

not here enumerated.

The sketches, to which we have referred, have been made in the following difl^"erent

regions, and they have been the more or less complete according to the length of time

spent at these places. It should l)e observed that the several groups of islands in the

Pacific, although not far distant from one another, have each marked peculiarities

in the physiognomy, dress, domestic manners, etc., of their inhabitants.

(1) Madeira, (2) Cape Yerde, (3) Riode .Janeiro, (4) Rio Negro, Patagonia, (5) Terra

del Fuego, (6) Chile, (7) Peru, (8) several islands of the Low Archipelago, (9) Society

Islands, (10) Navigator Islands, (11) New Zealand, (12) New Holland, (13) Tonga
Tabu, (14) Fiji Islands, (15) Kingsmill Islands, (16) Sandwich Islands, (17) Oregon
Territory, (18) Philippine Islands, (19) Sooloo Sea, (20) Singapore, (21) Cape Town,
(22) St. Helena—besides some small scattered islands in the Pacific unnoticed in

this enumeration. Of these places, the i>i(torial account of the Fiji and Sandwich
Islands and Oregon Territory is the most full.

The drawings, as-, has been remarked, are not linished. To complete them on the

spot woTild have been impracticable where so many things equally important were

demanding immediate attention, and had it been attempted the sketches could not

have exceeded one-fourth their present number. They are so far complete, however,

that they might in a short time be finished up by the artists.

In addition to sketching, Mr. Drayton has written doAvn the music of the natives

at many of the islands, and the note or tones which the different nations emi)loy in

speaking.

On nearing land the artists were besides employed in drawing headlands, and of

them there are nearly 500 in addition to the other sketches.
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DRIED PREPARATIONS IN NATIONAL INSTITUTE—NOVEMBER 18, 1842.

Catalogue, showing Ihe number of h'udii, quadrupeds, reptUex. fmhes, eic.— Prepared m Ihe

rooms of ""' National lustHuti

.

Speci-
mens.

Birds from the cxiiloriuf> ('xpeditioii 471

Birds from South America and other foreigu parts 86

Birds presented by the Jardiu dn Koi, Paris 87

Birds of North America 276— 920

Quadrupeds from the exph)riiig" expedition 26

Qnadrnpeds from United States and other parts 49

7r.

Reptiles from the exploring expedition, etc 66

Fishes from the exploring expedition, etc 48

114

1,109

There remain probably three hundred bird skins to be set np, brought by the

exploring expedition; and about twenty quadrupeds, some of large size. This is

exclusive of an immense number of duiilicate specimens.

C. P.

NOTE C.

REMARKS SUBMITTED TO THE HON. MR. WALKER RY MR. MARKOE AND COL. ABERT.

In conformity with the desire yon expressed thiit Ave should put on paper the sub-

stance of our conversation with yon on certain matters connected with the Insti-

tute, we submit the following to your consideration :

There are several points which, to our experience and reflections, are essential to

the prosperity of the Institute and to the great objects for which it was chartered.

These are

:

(1) That the Institute should he the organ of the Government in the arrangement

and preservation of the collections and in the supervision of the appropriations

which the Government may make for those purposes.

(2) That the Institute should have the power of disposing of all duplicates by a

system of exchanges Avith other institutes, or with States, or Avith indiA^iduals.

As all the Government collections are placed under the care of the Institute and
as all the collections which haAC been made, or Avill hereafter be made, by the In-

stitute, must, by its charter, eventually become the property of the GoAcrnment,

the necessity of a harmonious and iutimate intercourse between the Institute and
the GoA^ernmeut seems, to our judgment, self-evident. This idea is clearly main-

tained in the charter of the Institute, which makes the six heads of the different

Goverment Departments six of its directors.

But the nominal charge Avhich the Institute noAV has of the collections amounts to

nothing, and the same may be said of the very slight and extremely indirect in-

fluence Avhich it has been allowed to exercise over the Government exi)enditures for

the preservation and arrangement of the collections. At present there are three

controlling or operating powers over these subjects: First, the Library Committee
of Congress; second, the NaA'y Department; and third, the Institute. But this

last, its influence is so slight, if it can be said to haAe any, that it would be too

much to say it is either felt or acknowledged. Such a divided state of control can
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not fail to operate injuriously upou persons employed and upon their duties, as it

is difficult to say Avho is their head, who shall direct or superintend their operations,

or who shall decide upon the projiriety of expenditures, and to whom they are ac-

countable.

It is clear, to our judgment, that the desired and necessary control can not well l)e

exercised by the Library Committee. This committee can not be considered as

present, upon an average, for more than six months of each year; and when present

the legislative functions of its members must occupy each greater part of their time

and minds. "^ It is equally clear that these powei's can not be well exercised by the

Navy Department. In addition to its other various and highly important duties,

there is no kindred occupation in any of its interesting functions which would give

to it the means of judging of the proper occupation of the persons employed upon
the collections, or of the propriety or appropriateness of any expenditure which may
be made; nor can it devote the time requisite to superintend either occupations or

exi)enditures. Under such circumstances surprise should not be created if disap-

pointment were to bo experienced in reference to anticipated results from Govern-

ment patronage. The Institute, as before remarked, possessing neither influence nor

authority, can exercise no control ; and although it may, as a consequence, be free

from responsibility, it can not, in our opinion, be exempt from serious anxieties, nor

from that moral responsibility which the country already attaches to it from its

charter and from a general impression of the power it is supposed to possess. And
yet it seems to us that the Institute is the most suitable agent for such purposes. It

is always present; the very intuition of its organization was to promote matters of

science, to arrange and preserve specimens of natural history, and to advise on sub-

jects connected therewith. It ought to be supposed that the Institute i)ossesse8

among its members competent knowledge for such duties and that it has all the

devotion and zeal and exclusiveness of feeling which the well-being of matters of

science requires. During the period when the Institute exercised more influence

than now its vigilant vice-president w^as daily in his rooms, and for hours, advising

and directing, to the great benefit of its management and to the prevention of many
an injudicious expenditure.

In addition to these considerations, the organization of the Institute renders it

peculiarly deserving of the confidence of Government, as it can offer, as an agent for

Government proiierty and Government expenditures, a board of its own officers.

The officers of the Institute consist of a i)resident, vice-president, two secretaries,

one treasurer, and twelve directors. ' Six of these twelve directors are the heads of

Government Departments, namely, the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the

Treasury, the Secretary of War, the Secretary of the Navy, the Attorney-General,

and the Postnuister-General. These are director's ex officio, and constitute the De-
partments through which all Government expenditures are made. Six others sire

elected by the Institute from among its members. These six at present are the

honorable Mr. AVoodbury, the honorable Mr. Preston, Mr. Dayton, Fourth Auditor,

Commodore Warriuton, of the Navy, Col. Totten, of the Corps of Engineers, and
Col. Abert, of the Corps of Topographical Engineers, t

These are the whole of those who are recognized by the charter as ''officers of the
Institute," and constitute by the charter ''a board of management for the fiscal con-

cerns of the Institute."'

* This committee also expires on the 4th of every other March, and in consequence
it can exercise no control, either directly or indirectly, until after the election of a

new committee at the ensuing December session of Congress.

t Since this paper was written a new election of directors has taken place, namely,

on the 25th .Fanuary, 1843, when the honorable Mr. Walker was chosen in the place

of the honorable Mr. Preston, who could no longer attend, and Commodore Maury, of

the Navy, was chosen in the place of Commodore Warrington, who was unwilling to

servo.
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The whole board consists of seventeen, five of which are the officers named, six are

the heads of the Government Depai"tments, ex-officio directors, and six are elected

annually from the body of members. Now, as it is hardly within the verge of pos-

sibility, that the offices of president, vice-president, secretaries, and treasurer of the

Institute will be tilled by any other men of known fitness and good character, so is it

impossible that eleven (adding the six ex-officio directors), a majority of the board,

can fail to deserve the fullest confidence of the Government. Then ifwe look to the

six elected directors and reflect for a moment upon the palpable and decided inter-

ests of the Institutt; and upon the vocations of its members, it is a ]nobability so

remote that it may be considered an impossibility that a great majority of this

board of managers can ever be other than jx^rsons deserving of confidence, holding-

important public places and in the employ of the Government.

Now, then, if the Govermiient were to place the control of its collections and of

the appropriations for arranging and preserving them under this board of manage-

ment it would be placing its property and funds where all its other property and

funds are placed, namely, under its own officers and under accustomed and long

established responsibilities. But these officers are also officers of the Institute ; there-

fore to place this property under that board would also be to place it under the

Institute.

Upon this plan the Institute would be made to fulfill the objects of its organiza-

tion, the most appropriate organ would be selected by the Government, and the

Government would, in the persons of its own officers, retain its just control over

its own property.

If it should be said that this board of management can be controlled by directors

of the Institute, the answer is easy. It would be worse than idle for the Institute

to come in conflict with the Government or hazard a loss of its confidence, and it is

not fair to suppose, against all experience, that the small jKU'tion of common sense

necessary to avoid such a consequence would not be possessed by the Institute or

that it woiild be unmindful of its own palpable interests.

Moreover, if this lioard of management should be required to lay a, statement of

its proceedings annually before Congress, it would be held to the established respon-

sibility of the difterent Government Dei>artments, and be subject, like them, to have

its course and conduct investigated and corrected.

Such a i^lan would also preserve that union between the Government and the Insti-

tute collections so desirable and so essential to the prosperity of both.

It has been intimated to us that there Avas a desire to sejjarate these and to form

a distinction between the exploring sqiuidron and the Institute collections. A course

more fatal to the prosiierity of both collections and to the great objects for which

the Institute was chartered could not well have been imagined.

All the collections in the care of the Institute, from whatever sources received, are

either now the property of the Government or must by our charter eventually be-

come so. They are the results of various donations from foreign ministers and con-

suls abroad; from foreign institutions and foreign governments; donations from

domestic institutions and from citizens of our own country ; donations from officers

of our Army iiud Navy, the results of the official circulars from the War and Navy
Departments ; and deposits from individuals and from the difierent departments at

Washington. Let|tlie opinion once get abroad that contributions from the various

sources are not to receive from the protecting hand of the Government that atten-

tion Avhich their preservation and arrangement require ; let it once be supposed

that all these are to be neglected and those only of the (exploring squadron to be cared

for, and the consequence will soon be felt by the degenerating of the collection from

a great and increasing storehouse of all that our own and other countries can fur-

nish to that of a small museum, forever limited to the results of the exploring expe-

dition.

Far be it from our intention, by these remarks, to undervalue the collection from
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the sqiiadron. We are too sensible of its excellence and too conscious of the aid it

has been to the Institute to entertain any siich idea, and we fully and most highly

appreciate the intelligent labor and industry of its collectors. But its specimens

neither exhaust our admiration or our wants, nor render us insensil)le to the highly

valuable and continually increasing supplies from other sources, nor relieve us from

the conviction that upon other sources we must principally rely, if our desire be to

extend the collection to a iioint worthy of tlie national character or of comparison

with similar institutions iu other countries.

Injustice to the Institute it should also be borne in milul that, but fot itf? efforts,

these Very specimens from the, exploring squadron would have been scattered, tv^e

know not where; and but for those eft'ortsthe scientific describer might have searched

iu vain for a specimen ujjou which to found a descripti<m or to prove a discovery.

It is to the Institute, chiefly, that those who gathered these specimens are indebted

for the presimt collected results of their great industry and intelligence.

Second. The next matter which we desire to bring to your notice is the right of

disposing of duplicate specimens. Our efforts to exchange have been paralyzed for

the want of this right. The institute is now seriously indebted to foreign govern-

ments, to foreign and domestic institutions, and to individuals, on the principle of

exchanges, because the Institute has not the right to dispose of specimens, although

its cases are loaded with duplica'tes. The collections of the Government being placed

in the Institute on deposite, the committee upon exchanges have not felt themselves

at liberty to use a specimen. We have heard, with extreme regret, that it is con-

templated to give all duplicates back to the collectors. Such a course, in our opin-

ion, would be ruinous in the extreme, as it would destroy one of the great means of

increasing the collection by a system of exchanges. And as these collectors were
amply paid for their labors, we can see no reason for such a course in justice or

equity. Nor can we believe that such a course is desired liy the scientific corps of

the expedition, for, while other men of science are daily making collections, at their

own expense, and sending them to the Institute, many as presents, some in expecta-

tion of exchanges, it would place the gentlemen of this corps low iu the scale of con-

tributors to science if, after having been so long and so liberally jiaid for their labors,

they should yet desire the result of these labors to be given liack to them. Moreover,

we have understood that by far the greater number of these specimens were actually

l)Ought by the collectors from funds furnished by the United States. We can see,

therefore, no reason whatever that they should be returned unless the Government
is disposed to abandon all idea of forming an enlarged scientific and interesting

National Museum.
From our remarks, then, it will appear that, in our judgment, there are serious de-

fects in the present condition of aftairs which required to be remedied: one, in the

absence of a responsible and adetiuate supervision of the arrangement and preserva-

tion of the collections and of the ]>ersons and expenditures iu reference thereto; the

other, iu the absence of authority to dispose of 'duijlieates. These defects can be

properly remedied only by legislative provision.

We desire it to be distinctly understood that our reasouiug liiis no reference to the

publication of the results of the voyage, l)ut is limited solely to the preservation,

arrangement, and exhibition of the collections. We think, however, that the Insti-

tute might be able also to give acceptable opinions, even in reference tothfe i»ul)lica-

tion—its formandstyle of execution. But as there is an anxiety to possess this power
by others, and as it is already placed elsewhere, we do not seek to interfere with it,

not doubting that in all its parts it will equal similar publications by other govern-

ments and justify the anticiiiations which are now entertained of it by the leai'iied

world.

Having thus expressed onr general views on these several subjects, we will con-

clude by an effort to condense them in a manner that will admit of their being incor-

porated in a law.
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This law should, iu our opiuion, contain provisions investing

—

(1) The Board of Managers of the National Institute with the custody of all the

Government collections which have been received or which may hereafter be received

from the exploring squadron or other sources, with authority to make all necessary

arrangements to preserve or exhibit the same, to regulate, under the supervision of

the President of the United States, the number and compensations of persons em-

ployed on said duties, and to superintend the public dislnirsements in relation

thereto.

(2) To authorize the said board to exchange any of the duplicates of said collec-

tions with other institutions, or with State collections, or with individuals, and to

re(iuire the board annually to lay before the President of the United States, to be by

him laid before Congress, a full account of their proceedings under this law.

(3) To direct the said board to furnish to the persons who shall be employed in

the writing or publication of the voyage and discoveries of the exploring squadron

all desired facilities.

[Copied from original draft of Col. Abert.J

NOTE D.

Washington, March 10, 1843.

Hon. RoBEKT J. Walker,
United States Senator :

Dear Sir: "We beg leave to call your attention to Senate Document No. 233, of

the 28th ultimo, being a report made by the Hon. Mr. Tappan, as from the joint

Committee of Congress on the Library, to which had been referred " A bill for the

preservation of the collection of natural curiosities furnished by the exploring squad-

ron, and from other sources," together with " remarks submitted by Mr. Markoeand
Col. Abert."

The "remarks'' to which the report refers were made, as you will recollect, and,

as is distinctly stated in the first paragraph of them, at your request, Avere intended

to satisfy your mind of the propriety of the measure we wished you to befriend, and

were addressed to you nut only as the well-known friend and advocate of the Insti-

tute, but also as the chairman of t)ne of its important committees, and as a director

and consequently member of the Board of Management. They passed into the

hands of the committee, of which Mr. Tappan is a member, without any desire on

our part, and Avithout our knowledge (certainly, however, with no unwillingness

that they should be read by the whole world), and, under these circumstances, we
respectfully submit to you Avhether the attack upon us by the honorable Senator

has not been as unprovoked as a reference to our remarks will prove it to have been

unmerited.

We can not suppose, as Mr. Tappan supposes, that you had not read our " Remarks "

before you laid them before the Library Committee, therefore take it for granted

that you did not perceive the '' direct insult" to the committee which is so palpable

to Mr, Ta])pau, or you Avould not have consented to be the medium through which
the insult'was conveyed. On the contrary, we have every reason to suppose that you
liad made yourself perfectly acquainted with the character and scope; of " our re-

marks "—remarks hastily put together, and meant to atlbrd limits and memoranda
for your consideration and use, to illustrate the necessity or advantage of the meas-

ure recommended. They were certainly iu>t intended or calculated to give offense in

any quarter. We will therefore occupy your time by pointing to two paragraphs,

only, of the ''Report," which we quote in answer to two serious allegations made
against us by the honorable Senator. You will,judge whether they have any just

foundation.

Mr, Tapj»an says: " The case i)resents t\v<> Qrti<i*rs of the (Jovernuient, one at tbb
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head of a bureau, the other a clerk iu one of the public offices, who ask as a matter
of right, tliat they should have the supervision of a very important literary and
scientific work, the pul)lication of which Congress has thought proper to entrust to

one of its regular connnittees. "

We must deny that any such case is presented, or that it can be inferred from our
"remarks." Our " remarks " on this subject were as follows : " We desire it to be dis-

tinctly understood that our reasoning has no reference to the publication of the re-

sults of the voyage, but is limited solely to the preservation, arrangement, and exhibi-

tion of the collections. We think, however, that the Institute might be able to give
acceptable opinions even in reference to the publication, its form, and style of exe-

cutiou. But as there is an anxiety to possess this power by others, and as it is already
placed elswhere, we do not seek to interfere with it, not doubting that in all its parts
it will equal similar publications of other governments, and justify the anticipations

that are now entertained of it by the learned world. "

You are well aware that there are appropriations of two distinct characters iu re-

spect to the exploring squadron, and the publication of its results (the Hon. Mr.
Tappan does not appear to be aware of this, in our judgement, to have kept this dis-

tinction in his mind) : one for the publication of the history of the voyage, the nar-
rative and scientific descriptions ; the other for the preparation, preservation, and
exhibition of the collections. It is the latter one that we have ever manifasted a de-

sire to see placed under control of the Institute, which it appears? to us is a most
suitable agent for such purposes, and the more particularly as these collections had
been placed by the Executive under its care.

The other allegation against us by Mr. Tappan is, iu our opinion, equally incor-

rect. He says: "But the great point with Messrs. Abert and Markoe seems to lie to

get hold of the appropriations made by Congress to enable the committee to execute
the law."

The law to which Mr. Tappan refers relates to the publication of the proceedings
of the expedition ; the remarks nuide by us relate to a system for the preservation
and exhibition of the collections.

Our remarks on this head were, "that the Institute should be the organ of the
Government in the arrangement and preservation of its collections, and in the su-

pervision of the appropriations which the Government may make for those pur-
poses." We speak of the Institute, of which we are merely members, and of the
'' Board of Management," of which we are but two out of seventeen. To this
" Board of Management " we think the power appropriately belongs, and in its hands
we hope yet to see placed the management of whatever relates to the arrangement,
preservation, and exhibition of the collections. It is clear to us that no lietter

arrangement could be made with the superintendence of the publication and in the
appropriation which belongs to it (duties assigned to the Exp'l. Exp'm Committee by
law) we have not expressed a desire to interfere, and forbear, as we have forborne,
to make any remarks upon them—except to express the hope that the wishes and
opinions of the naturalists themselves will be consulted and their opinions be al-

lowed a iiroper Aveight.

Our " remarks " in continuation of the above quotation were: " The organization
of the Institute renders it peculiarly deserving of the confidence of the Government,
as it can offer as an agent for Government property and Government expenditures a
board of its own officers."

"The officers of the Institute consist of a president, vice-president, two secre-

taries, one treasurer, and twelve directors—six of these twelve directors are the
heads of the Government Departments, namely, the Secretary of State, the Secretary
of the Treasury, the Secretary of War, the Secretary of the Navy, tlie Attorney-
General, and the Postmaster-General. These are directors, ex officio, and constitute

the Departments through which all Government expenditures are made. Six others
are elected by the Institute, from amongst its members. These six at present are

HM 91, PT 2 24
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the Hou. Mr Woodbury, the Hon. Mr. Preston, Mr. Dayton, Fourth Auditor, Comuio-

odre Warrington, Col. Totten, of the Corps of Engineers, and Col. Abert, of the

Corps of Topograpliical Engineers."

"These are the whole of those who are recognized by the charter as 'officers of

the Institute/ and constitute by the charter, ' A ]5o:ird of Management of the fiscal

concerns of the Institute.'"

The ijuotations speak for themselves, and we will trouble you with but few more

remarks. Mr. Tappan, in the beginning of his report, most truly says that, "The

remarks of Messrs. Markoe and Abert are not to be considered as the act of the Na-

tional Institute." The "remarks" neither purport nor pretend to be the act of the

Institute. And moreover we beg leave furthei' to say that neither are Messrs. Abert

and Markoe the "Board of Management for the fiscal concerns of the Institute"

under the supervision of which they suggested the expedioicy of placing the appro-

priations which (iovernment might make for the arrangement and preservation of its

collections.

It also seems to have given olfense to the honorable gentlemen, that we should

have proposed in our remarks "to furnish to the persons who shall be emi»loyed in

the writing or publication of the voyage and discoveries of the exploring squadron

all desired facilities." We really are at a loss to perceive the offensive matter in

this sentence. It has no allusion to the Library Committee, for they were neither to

write nor to publish. The law invested them with power to enter into contract for

the publication and each member of the scientific corps of the sciuadron would, we

presume, be required to furnish the narrative of his observations. The persons

therefore employed in the "writhig or publication of the voyage" were these scien-

tific men and the contractors. If furnished with all desired facilities it would be

all they ought to have, all they could want, and if furnished by the Institute there

would be some agent responsible for the specimens and interested in seeing that

they were returned after l)eing taken out of the building by either the describer, the

en o-raver, or the publisher. The Library Committee expired on the 4th of March, and

there will be no committee until after a new election of the next Congress. We be-

lieve the committee can not appoint an agent to have a longer existence than itself;

hence appeared in our judgment the propriety that the Institute should be invested

with the care of the collection.

Had the honorable Senator published our "remarks" with his "report," as was

due in all fairness, this letter would have been unnecessary, for the " remarks" con-

tain in our opinion ample refutation of the errors of the "report." We deem it

wholly-unnecessary, also, to point out to you other inconsistencies and mistakes into

which the honorable Senator has fallen, and which have been, on his motion, pub-

lished in his report to the Senate.

We rather limit ourselves, in conclusion, to soliciting your advice as to the best

mode of correcting the erroneous impressions which the language of the Senator is

calculated to make upon the public.

We remain, dear sir, with great esteem and respect, your most obedient servants.

LETTER 1-ROM THE HON. MR. PRESTON TO COL. .XHERT AND MR. MARKOE.

CoLt'MBiA, S. C, April, 1843.

My Dear Sir: Having had ample occasion to witness the devotion which you and

Col, Abert have manifested to the National In titute, you may imagine the surprise

and mortification with which I have seen the total misconception of your motives

and conduct in regard to it in Mr. Tappan's report to the Senate. To the unwearied

and enthusiastic exertions of yourselves and a few other gentlemen, animated, as it

seemed to n)e, l)y nothing biit a pure love of science, that institution was mainly

indebted for its origin and tlie eminent success which has attended it from the be-
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ginning. I cau say with entire certainty tliat my own interest in it was stimulated

and sustained by yon, and that I was continually made ashamed of how little I felt

and how little I did when I saw the unabated zeal and unrecompensed labor which
you bestowed upon it. While I wished well to the Institute from a conviction that

it would promote the advancement of science, you and he particularly devoted your-

selves to it with that deep enthusiasm which a more intimate knowledge can alone

excite, and upon which all scientific projects must depend for their success. Men in

public station or the munificent rich may contribute the means, but the vital prin-

ciple of all such institutions is found in the hearts of those who are willing to work
night and day, aud whose labor is a labor of love. I was deeply impressed that the

Institute had found in yoti aud Col. Abert precisely such agents, and my high hopes
of its ultimate success arose from the fact that it had found such. I by no means
mean to say that there are not associated with you other gentlemen equally impelled

by as earnest and disinterested motives, but this I will say, that a vast deal of the

labor was thrown upon you two, and that, to my mind, the discretion aud wisdom
of the Institute was evinced in the selection of such agents. 1 speak of Col, Abert
and yourselfespecially because you and he are made the subject of a most unmerited
attack.

It is with great pleasure that I bear this testimony in your behalf. If I had been
in the Senate when the report was made I think I would have been able to satisfy

Mr. Tappan of the mistake into which he had fallen, but at all events I would have
put upon record my opinion of the purity of jjurpose and the wisdom of the plans
which have characterized the conduct of Col. Abert and yourself throughout.

I am entirely satisfied that if the Government collection derived from the explor-

ing expedition, or from any other source, be not to a great extent subject to the

control of a scientific association, or of men animated by a philosophic spirit, which
8i)irit alone brings them to the task, it will not increase and will be dilapidated.

Our Government is peculiarly incapable of a proper superintendence of scientific

institutes. In the first place it may be said that it has no constitutional power, and
if it had, the tenure of oflice is so liable to change, that in a department so removed
from interests of intense excitement, negligence and decay would soon creep in. It

therefore seems to me iirom the beginning that accessions to science, incidentally

made, like the collections of the exploring expedition, should be deposited for arrange-

ment, preservation, and exhibition with such a society as the National Institute,

the Government retaining the property while the Institute has the use of it, or rather

while the Institution makes it useful to the public. Without some such arrange-

ment the Government will find that its valuable specimens will be lost or molder
away in forgotten boxes, or become a mere mass of rubbish.

I am persuaded that Mr. Tappan, upon such explanations as you aud other gentle-

men in Washington can give him. will perceive the injustice of his remarks. He has

an earnest love of science and literal learning of all sorts, and without some obvious
misconception cannot fail to sympathize and cooperate with gentlemen who with
such singleness of purpose and such broad iutelligeuce as yourself aud others of our

fi'iends of the Institute have at heart the same objects with himself.

I am, my dear sir, your obedient servant,

Wm. C. Preston.
Frances Markoe, jr., es«i.

)- Springwells (near Detroit), Ma;/ IS, 1843.
Col. J. J. Abert:

Dear Sir: I have read with much interest, but not without some pain, the pam-
phlet you had the goodness to send me. I regret that anything should have occurred

unpleasant to you, and especially in any matter in whicli the Library Committee
should have participated. I do not remember the day wheu '"the remarks" ofyour-

self and Mr. Markt)e were submitted in the Seuate by ^Ir. Walker and referred; but
my impression is that by reason of accident or delay in some of the officers of the
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Senate they did not reacli the committee until more than a week after they were re-

ferred; and when taken np in committee the session had approached very nearly its

termination. I do not remember whether when so taken up they were read in ex-

tenso; but the " bill" which accompanied them was read and its principle discussed.

The committee was, I believe, unanimous in its opinion that it was not expedient to

pass the bill; if at any time, certainly not until the Library Committee should have
fully executed and terminated the trust committed to it by law. Very much incon-

venience and embarrassment had already grown out of a confliction of an alleged

power of control and direction, especially in relation to the "specimens of natural

history," etc., collected, and in respect to which it has been made the duty of the

Library Committee to cause to be prepared the appropriate publications.

Great responsibility must grow out of the execution of those powers, for a wide
discretion must of necessity be exercised. Without expressing any opinion as to

what disposition should finally—and after the powers of the committee in the matter

shall have ceased—be made of those rare, rich, and beautiful materials, it remained the

undivided opinion of the members of the committee, I believe, that while those pow-
ers and correlative duties existed it was necessary that those materials should con-

tinue in the entire control of the committee.

This conclusion being come to, the whole subject of the bill, ''remarks," etc., was
committed to Mr. Tappan, as a subcommittee, with directions to prepare and make
report accordingly.

After this last measure was adopted in committee, I believe the committee did not

meet again; but it was certainly understood that Mr. Tappan should report to the

Senate this result.

Without respect to the doubt which had been raised as to whether all the powers

of the Library Committee continued after the 3d of March, I hazard nothing, I be-

lieve, in saying that in analogy to the case of certain officers of Congress, those

powers were believed by the committee (on which, as you. are aware, there were
some professional gentlemen of very high standing) to continue during the recess,

and it was in corroboration of that opinion asserted that always since the founda-

tion of the Government the same construction had been put upon the Constitution

and the powers of Congress. In conformity with that view, I have been reqiiired,

as chairman of the joint committee, to draw, in the name of that committee, ui)on

the funds subject to its order for sums of money for books, salaries, compensations,

etc., since the close of its last session. How else could the law be executed or justice

be done?

I trouble you with this long detail, my dear sir, because of the personal esteem

and respect which, I beg leave to say, I entertain for you individually, and because I

very sincerely regret that anything should have occurred in this matter tending to

wound your feelings or to give you pain.

As chairman of that most highly respected committee whose proceedings have

been the subject of comment, it may perhaps be esteemed indelicate in me to have

made this exposition without its previous sanction. Please, therefore, consider this

letter as intended for yourself alone.

I remain, with sincere respect, yours,
Wm. Woodbrjbge.

:note e.
! JO January 21, 1845.

Sill: I have the honor of transmitting to you the memorial of the National Insti-

tute, drawn up in pursuance of a resolution of the Institute of the 10th of Decem-
ber. And in further obedience to the resolution, I have to request that you will do

the Institute the favor of presenting the memorial to the consideration of the Senate

and House of Representatives.

The papers herewith, and which constitute the memorial are:

(1) The memorial as directed by the resolution.
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(2) The resolution under wMcli the committee acted.

(3) The memorial of the scientific men at their meeting in Washington during last

April.

(4) The memorial of the Institute of March, 1844.

J. .T. AbeHt.
Hon. Mr. WoodbridgE,

United States Senate,

Hon. .7. Q. Adams,
House of Representatims.

I.

MEMORIAL OF THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE,

To the honorable, the Senate and House of Representatires of the United States of

America in Congress assembled:

The undersigned, a committee appointed for the purpose of preparing a memorial

on behalf of the National Institute, to be accompanied by copies of memorials which
were presented to your honoral)le body during the last session, beg leave to submit

to your consideration the annexed copies of said memorials and to invoke the friendly

views of your honorable body, to the prayer therein contained.

An examination of the character of the by-lawa and of the proceedings of the

National Institute will show that among the principal objects of its organization

are those of forming, at the seat of the General Government an extensive museum
of the natural historj^ of our country in all branches, and affording every possible

facility for the development of mind in its devotion to the sciences and the useful

arts. But the experience of a few years of our existence has satisfied the Institute

that individual means are inadequate to meet the exj)enses involved in the exhibi-

tion and preservation of its already extensive and continually increasing collection

and for paying the transportation charges of valuable donations daily arriving from'

all parts of the world.

These collections, valuable and extensive as they are, have been obtained com-

paratively without cost, and will evidently go without cost to the United States,

as by the conditions of our charter the Institute, in reference to all its collections,,

is in reality a trustee for the United States.

Its position and national character have enlisted the most enthusiastic feeling in

its favor from the institutions and the enlightened men of all countries, evinced and
daily e'sdncing itself, by presents of the most valuable literary works, and by dona-

tions of specimens of natural history and the fine arts. It is to preserve and exhibit

these and to pay for their transportation, which exceed our ability and for which,
on behalf of the National Institute, we solicit the aid of your honorable body on the

grounds of our position in the District of Columbia, of the national character ofour

organization and action, and the consideration that all the x>roperty and collections

of the Institute must by our charter eventually become the property and collections

of the Government.
The Institute will readily acquiesce in any restrictions and safeguard with which

your honorable body think proper to protect any aid that may be granted, only

begging leave to call the attention of your honorable body to the safeguard already

established in our charter, which makes the six heads of the principal departments

of the Government directors of the ex-officio board of managers of the Institute.

J. J. Abert, Chairman,

I. L. Sullivan,
T. Sewall, M. D.,

M. Thomas, M. D.,

W. W. Leaton,
I. C. Benet,

Committee,
January 21, 1845.
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H.

At a meeting of the National lustituto, held December 9, 1844, the corresponding

secretary (Mr. Markoe) offered tliefoHowiTig r<^solntion, which was. on motion, nnani-

moiisly adopted:
" Resolved, That a t;onunittce of six persons be appointed by the chair to prepare a

memorial to Congress in behalf of the National Institute, to be accompanied by a

cojjy of the memorials which were i)resented at the last session ; and that the com-
mittee request the Hon. Levi Woodbury to present it to the Senate, and the Hon.
John Quincy Adams to present it to the House of Representatives, .at the present ses-

sion."

Whereupon, the chair appointed the following gentlemen to constitute the com-

mittee : Col. J. J. Abert, John T. Sullivan, Dr. Sewall, Dr. Thomas, Messrs. Seaton, and
J. C. Brent.

[Proc. Nat. Inst., i, 374.]
III.

MEMORIAr. OF THE FRIENDS OF SCIENCE WHO ATTENDED THE APRIL MEETING OF THE
NATIONAL INSTITUTE.

To the Congress of the United States—The respectful memorial of the friends of science,

assembled at the City of Washington, from various parts of the Union.

The undersigned have come together at the capital of the United States, at the call

of the National Institute for the Promotion of Science, with the purpose of commu-
nicating to each other the facts and reasonings in science which each one's research

might have suggested,and of interchanging views and opinions in regard to the prog-

ress of science in our country.

While engrossed in this delightful and most profitable communion, we iiave had
an opi)ortunity to ol>servc the results of the efforts made by the members of the

National Institute for the advancement of scieuce. Founded (mly four years since,

they have already Ijronght together valuable collections in natural history and in

the arts. Connecting themselves with the Government, through the heads of de-

partments, who, by virtue of their offices, are directors of the Institute, they have

voluntarily imposed restraints upon the operations of the Institute, which will x)re-

serve its national character, and prevent its being tributary to any local or sectional

purpose. By making the Institute merely a trustee for the United States of the

property which it possesses, and may hereafter acquire, they hnxe proved that no

sordid or interested views guided them in framing their constitution. The zeal and
industry shown in making collections, the disinterestedness in the disposition of

them, would seem to deserve from the Government of the Republic approval and en-

couragement. The value of the propertv already collected, although the existence

of the Institute has been so short, is very great. And yet it has no building for the

convenient exhibition of its treasures, or even for their safe keeping. And if articles

of so much interest and value have already been collected, what may not be expected

from the Army, the Navy, and friends of science generally, in the long reach of years

to come, if a suitable place can be provided for their preservation and exhibition.

But how are the means of providing such a building to be obtained? If attained at

all for such a purpose by voluntary contributions, it could only be in the midst of

large and flourishing communities. Local feelings of interest or pride can not be

transferred, and it is not to be expected that the means to arrange, display, preserve,

and augment these collections can be jjrocured by voluntary contributions of indi-

viduals in the District of Columbia, or that they can be procured out of the Disti'ict.

There is no civilized nation, however narrow its policy in oth<>r respects, which does

not exhibit some measure of interest in promoting the advancement of human knowl-

edge. In most countries science receives direct encouragement, and many govern-

ments have vied with each other iu their efforts to advance this cause. The govern-

ment of a country emulous to consider itself among the first of enlightened nations,

we trust, will not refuse to aid in securing to its capital the benefits of the labors of
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tlie National lusstitute. We cordially unite with the resident members of the Insti-

tute in asking an approprintiou in its behalf from Congress. Our only fear is that

in thus requesting aid for the keeping of what in fact is the property of the Govern-

ment, we may be considered as asking a boon far below that which the country calls

for, and that we ought to urge upon the National Legislature a liVieral and plenteous

endowment for a National Institute ; and we are only withheld from doing so by

considerations growing out of the present financial condition of the Government.

But that which we ask is so entirely within the means of Congress, and the urgency

of its application to preserve what has been accumulated, with so much labor and

expense, is so great, that we can not but hope the enlightened and intelligent mem-
hevs of Congress will distinguish the present session by the necessary appropriation

of funds to an object so truly national and so truly republican.

Eliphalet NOTTj Fresidviit Union Collef/e, Sehenectadf/.

Benjamin F. Butler, Xew York.

A. H. Everett, President Jefferson Collef/e, Louisiana.

James TaLlmabge, President University of New Yorlf and Presi-

dent American Institute, New York.

John W. Draper, Professor Chemistry, University of New York.

W. W. Mather. Professor Natural Sciences, Ohio University,

Athens, Ohio.

L. K. Williams, Professor Natiinil I'hilosoptni and Chemistry,

Jefferson Collcije.

C. Gill, Professor Mathematics, St. Paul's Colleye, Fhishiny, N. Y.

John W. Dunbar, M. D., Professor, University Maryland.

W. A. Norton, Professor Mathematics and Natural Philosophy,

Delaware Collcf/e, Easfon, Pa.

John W. Yeomans, President Lafayette Colleye, Pa.

John W. Locke, Professor Chemistry, Medical College, Ohio.

Henry E. SchoolcraPt, Delegate Netv York Historical Society.

W. R. Abbott, President Georgetoivn Library Association.

Grafton Tyler, M. D., Georgetown, D. C.

Richard S. McCulloh, Professor Mathematics and Natural

Philosophy, Jeff'erson College, Maryland.

John Elgar, Montgomery County, Md.
Francis J. Grund, Philadrlphia.

A. D. Chaloner, M. D., Philadelphia.

S. C. Donaldson, Baltimore, Md.

James Curley, Professor, Georgetoivn College.

Alexis Caswell, Professor, Brown University, Rhode Island.

James P. Espy.

Edward A. Cook, Netv Yo7-k.

A. Talcott, Connecticut.

Wm. Strickland, Philadeljjhiu.

Ben.iamin Hallowbll, Maryland.

Hector Humphreys, President St. .Tohn's College, Annapolis, Md.

George Tucker, Professor, University of I'irginia.

James Prentiss, New York.

Richard Peters, Philadelphia.

R. M. Patterson, Philadelphia.

Samuel Hazard, Philadelphia.

Elias Loomis, Professor, Western Reserve College, Ohio.

Charles D. Cleveland, Philadelphia.

Samuel F. B. Morse, New York.

Richard Rush, Philadelphia.

Edward Hitchcock, Professor, Amherst College, Massachusetts.

Washington, D. C, April, 1844.
-^

[Proc. Nat. Inst., i, 385.]
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IV.

MEMORIAL OF THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE.

To the honomhle the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America:
The memorial and petition of the '' National Institute for the Promotion of Science

and the Arts," respectfully represent:

That its members have been induced, by a high sense of the duty to the body whose
interests they represent, as well as to the great objects which it was the design of its

creation to promote, to submit to the consideration of your honorable bodies a state-

ment of the origin and progress, of the past and present condition, and of the wants
and exigencies of the Institute.

The Congress of the Union, after a full investigation of the subject, after duly
estimating the value and importance of the design of its founders, and the means which
it contemplated to employ in the accomplishment of those ends, deemed them so far
entitled to its countenance and favor as to grant to the Institute a charter of incor-
poration. Some pecuniary aid incidentally followed, and it was made the custodian
of much valuable property belonging to the Government. This chaiter, whose date
is recent, naturally afforded the hope of national protection, thus Inspiring every-
where confidence the moment it was seen, by the acts of Government, that confidence
was felt at home.
Under these auspices the National Institute began its career. Many of the most

distinguished and illustrious individuals in the nation afforded it their aid and en-
couragement.

Its active members were chiefly composed of officers of Government and citizens

of Washington, who, occupied in their own private concerns, neither men of wealth
nor mere scholars, proposed to give a portion of their leisure to promote objects in
which they had no other or ulterior motives and interest than such as were common
to the nation, and, perhaps, to the whole human family.

These individuals have so far advanced with a success which they could little have
anticipated, and they now approach the legislature of the Union, and the nation at

large, with the fruits of their labors in their hands, spreading before those whose in-

terests they have undertaken to advance the results which in so brief a space of time
they have accomplished, asking that their deeds should be examiued and compared
with their promises ; and if they have performed their duty faithfully, and discharged
the trusts confided to them honorably, zealously, and successfully, that they may be
encouraged by the only reward they have ever sought, viz., the means of enlarging
and giving additional efficiency to their patriotic efforts and purposes. They appear
before your honorable bodies to render an account of their stewardship, and they
solicit an examination of their proceedings.

In urging this matter upon Congress, it is not the design of your memorialists to

present a formal argument to establish either the constitutional authority of your
honorable bodies to confer upon the National Institute that pecuniary aid which
they so urgently need, or the expediency of so a|»i}lying any portion of the public

patronage. They believe that Congress is fully competent to the ascertainment and
decision of all questions of this character. While, therefore, your memorialists iib-

stain from entering into any discussion of conititutional questions, submitting, with
the most respectful deference, to the judgment of your honorable bodies, they feel

that they are in no manner trenching- upon this ground in exhibiting fully and dis-

tinctly those facts and circumstances which will furnish the general data iipou which
Congress is to decide.

The National Institute is composed of private individuals, with no other bond of

connection than their common labors as trustees of certain property for the public

and the Government—a common feeling of interest in promoting scientific and useful

information, and the bond of union bestowed upon them by Congress in their charter
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of incorporation. In effecting the designs of their association, they have estalilished

an extensive correspondence with influential and useful men—men of experience, of
letters, and of distinguished scientific attainments, not only throughout the Union,
but throughout the world. In every part of Europe and of the American continent,
in Asia, and in Africa, we find generous and enthusiastic friends and corresponding
members. Foreign Governments have evinced their interest by valuable contribu-
tions, and many of the most distinguished institutions and societies abroad are cor-

respondents and contributors. An aggregate amount of munificence, zeal, learning,

and adventitious advantage is thus possessed by the Institute, which has already
yielded substantial results, and holds out assurances of the richest fruits. In further
illustration of the advantages which are here imperfectly sketched, Ave snbmit for

the examination of your honorable bodies a communication lately received from
Paris, with accompanying documents and transactions, exhibiting, in a remarkable
manner and degree, evidences of interest and good will towards Congress, towards
the States, and towards the Institute on the part of the Government and people of
France.

Through this widespread instrumentality the Institute has labored to form an
extensive library and museum, or collection of objects of natural history, a reper-

torium of facts and contributions to science, documents illustrating history in gen-
eral, but in an emphatic manner that of our own continent, and specimens of the

fine arts, of mechanic ingenuity, valuable productions of the vegetable kingdom,
and materials illustrating the moral and social condition of nations generally, but
in a more especial manner of our own. Fi'om every quarter of the globe valuable

and various contributions have been transmitted to us. The gallant officers of our
Army and NaA-y, the diplomatic and consular representatives of the Government
abroad, the men of learning and science every where have entered with the most
praiseworthy zeal in the cause, and vied with each other in the number and value of
their contributions.

The collection thus made is not designed for, or appropriated to, the exclusive use
of the Institute, or of any particular class of individuals. It is opened gratuitously

and daily to the inspection and for the benefit of all. Without cost, the student of
natural history may here find ample means of improvement in that department of

science to which his attention has been directed ; without cost, the geologist and
mineralogist are fui-uished with abundant materials for prosecuting their researches;

the curious may indulge their predilections, while the man of science is enabled to

peruse the valuable contributions from learned societies and individuals throughout
the world.

In addition to these meterials, thus accumulated by the labors of the Institute it-

self, the convenience of the Government has made it the depository and guardian of

numerous articles of its own jiroperty, which are thus exhibited to the public eye
without trouble to the ordinary officers in the various departments, and without the
consequent abstraction of their time from more peculiar and ajipropriate duties.

The interestiug collections of Indian portraits and curiosities formerly dei^osited in

the War Department ; the objects of curiosity, and various donations to the Govern-
ment or to distinguished citizens from foreign countries, once in the State Depart-
ment, are here shown to the public in connection with much other public property.

The articles arising from these, and from various other sources vphich it would be
tedious to enumerate, already in the custody of the Institute, are of great Aalue,

and they are increasing with rapidity, and accumulating to an indefinite extent.

The real owners of these treasures are the Government and the nation. The indi.

vidual members of the Institute contemplated no interest oT property in them, beside

their trust for the public, beyond what is enjoyed by every citizen in the land, or,

indeed, every stranger who may feel disposed to use them as a means of indulging a
liberal curiosity, or gratifying his love of science. Such of the articles as at any
time belonged to the Government remain its absolute and exclusive property. They
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are simply intrusted to the Institute for s{it'e-keei)ing and public exhibition, and

may be withdrawn whenever it shall suit the wishes of the owners to dispose of

them in any other manner. The donations by individuals and public bodies to the

Institute are substantially in the same predicament. So long as this corporate asso-

ciation exists it has the charge, custody, and control of it, as trustee for the Gov-

ernment ; but upon the dissolution of the Institute, the entire mass be<omes equally,

as the other branch of the collection, the absolute and exclusive property of the

nation. In the mean time, the members wish for no private interest in the collec-

tion, and if the present charter be not susceptible of the construction that the whole

beneficial interest of all the articles is now, as well as at its close, in the Govern-

ment, they are anxious to have an amendnu^nt made to accompany tlie appropria-

tion asked for, which shall, at once, regulate the proi>erty in that way ; for the

Institute has depended on the Government heretofore, and must continue to rely on

it, not only for many of the most valuable articles in its possession, but for a place

to deposit them, and a place for their meetings, as well as for some of the means to

defray the incidental expenses of opening, putting up, and preserving their collec-

tions. In short, all the property belongs to the Government. The guardians of it,

under the charter, are chiefly the officers of the Governmout. The custody of such

property was heretofore at the public expense, And that such sums should still be

expended by Congress as would pay for the freight and other expenditures connected

with it, would be the exercise of no other power than such as has been exercised by

the Government every year since its organization.

The individuals who compose the Institute, have, l)y their pecuniary coutribntions

and specific donations, largely aided in augmenting the value of this property, in

arranging it so as to render it aA^ailabfe, and in defraying the expenses necessarily

attending the execution of the important and responsible trusts confided to them.

They have thus created, enlarged, and rendered practically useful the property of

the Government and of the nation. Their nieaiis of usefulness, their capacity to ex-

tend the benefits of the museum, are limited only by their capacity. t<t meet their

daily expenses.

Not only are the Government an<l the nation the absolute owners of much of the

property of the Institute and the beneficiary owners of the residue, but they a re also

the exclusive recipients of the advantage to result from the entire enterprise. At

this period of the world, and in this enlightened age, it is not necessary to present

an argument to establish a truth Avhich all history inculcates, that the liighest glory

of a nation, the purest and most durable happiness of a commonweath, rest most

upon a moral and iutellecttuil advancement.

If, in the legitimate execution of those powers which by the Constitution are vested

in your honorable bodies, collateral results should follow, by which science and lit-

erature shall be fostered and encouraged among your constituents, and diffused more

widely through our Union, such consequences will not, we presume, furnish grounds

of objection to the rightful exercise of power in the breast of any individual. It is

believed that few are disposed to controvert the lawfuluess, while a still smaller

number will deny the expediency, of the approi)riations heretofore nuuleby Congress

to the literary and benevolent associations of this District and city. None can doubt

the lawfulness of those provisions which have been from time to time made for the

protection of the property of the natiou audits adequate security and care by the

erection of suitable buildings for its accommodation, and furnishing proper compen-

sation to the officers or agents of the Government charged with its preservation and

improvement.

All the Institute asks of Congress then, is an appropriation of a sum sufdcient to

discharge the arrears of expense heretofore incurred and due by the Institute, an

annual appropriation for the necessary purposes of the association, and the continu-

ance of the indulgence hitherto granted of the use of convenient rooms for preserv-

ing the property and holding the ordinary meetings.



THE GENESIS OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM. 379

Annexed to this memorial are variou.s documents, of which the fbnowing is a list:

(1) Charter of Incorporation.

(2) Constitution and By-Laws.

(3) Abstract of Proceedings, comprising- the contributions, (h)nations. an<l deposits

made to the cabinet and library of the Institution since its foundation, with the
names of the contributors, donors, and depositors.

(4) List of officers, and lionorary, resident, paying corresponding, and correspond-

ing meml>ers, and of the societies, institutions, etc., at home and abroad, In corre-

spondence with the National Institute.

Peter Forci:, Fice- President.

Fr.\nci8 Markoe, Jr., (Jori-csjjondhiff Secretary.

.John K. Townsenu, Jiecordiuo Secretnrii.

George W. Riggs. .Ir., Treasurer.

John C. Spencer.
.John Nelson,
WlIXlAM WiLKlNS.
C. A. WiCKLIFFE,

Directors, ex-officio, ov ihepart of the (rovennnent.

Levi Woodbury.
R. J. Walker,
.r. .J. Ahert,
Joseph G. Totten.
A. O. Dayton,
M. F. Maury,

Directors on the part of the National Institute.

Washington City, March 18. 1S44,

[Proc. Nat. Inst., i, p. 382.]

P^
NOTE F.

MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS.

The following ajipeal was made to Congress at its late session (first session of
Twenty-ninth Congress) in favor of the National Institute, and was presented to the

Senate by the Hon. Lewis Cass and to the House of Representatives by the Hon. .Jolm

Qulncy Adams:

To the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled

:

The undersigned would respectfully petition that the memorials* heretofore pre-

sented to your honorable bodies in behalf of the National Institute may again be
taken into consideration and the prayers therein be granted.

In addition to the reasons before set forth In their favor, the nnderslgned would
beg leave to state what they most sincerely deplore—the increasing difficulties of the

Institute. It is becoming entirely impracticable, by mere private contributions and
taxes, to pay the large incidental expenses attendant on the collection and preserva-

tion of so much valuable property connected with the advancement of science, litera-

ture, and the arts. The Institute asks and has asked nothing for the private emolu-
ment of its members. It merely seeks means to secure the property coming into its

custody from time to time so that it may not be injured or lost, and so that it may
be exhibited and used by the public, as it is dedicated to the public, and the title to

it IS intended to be in the Government.
For want of pecuniary means, all our collections, whether in possession or increas-

ing by new additions weekly, are injeopai'dy; and unless Congress interfere to save

* Copies of these memorials will be found at pp. 383 and 386 of the Third Bulletin

of the proceedings of the National Institute, which accompanies this memorial.



380 REPORT OF NATIONAL MUSEUM, 1891.

what is so public in its character, and. so peculiarly under its guardianship as is the
encouragement of matters of this kind Avithin this District, subject to its exclusive

legislation, the prospect is that the operations of the Institute must of necessity

cease and the property be abandoned.

Deprecating, as we do, an event so unfortunate for the cause of science and the

arts, not only here, but from here in some degree over the whole Union, and not

a little disreputable to our character abroad, the undersigned would earnestly pray

that Congress, at an early date, may avert the calamity by taking steps to aid effi-

ciently in preserving this important public property; and the more especially do we
ask this, when, for various reasons, it can be done at moderate expense and in entire

coutormity to the provisions of the Constitution.

The undersigned resitectfully refer to the documents annexed, which exhibit the

character of the Institute and the course of its proceedings.

Levi Woodbury, President,

Peter Force, Vice-President,

Francis Markoe, Jr., Corresponding Secretary,

G. W. RiGGS, Jr., Treasurer,

Robert J. Walker, Secretary of ihe Treasury,

J. J. Abert, TopofjrapMcal Engineers,

J. G. Totten, Engineer Corps,

M. F. Maury, U. S. Navy,

A. O. Dayton, Eourth. Auditor,
Directors,

Washington, Decemher IG, 1S45.

LIST OF documents ACCOMPANYING THE ABOVE MEMORIAL.

First Bulletin of the Proceedings of the National Institution for the Promotion of

Science, established at Washington, 1840: Wasliiugton, 1841.

Second Bulletin, etc., March, 1841, to February, 1842: Washington, 1842.

Third Bulletin, etc., Fel)ruary, 1842, to February, 1845j also proceedings of the

meeting ofApril, 1844 : Washington, 1845.


