
A PRELIMINARY CATALOGUE OF THE ESKIMO COLLECTION IN THE U, S,

NATIONAL MUSEUM, ARRANGED GEOGRAPHICALLY AND BY USES.

By Lieut. T. Dix Bolles, U. S. Navy.

The list here presented is intended to be of service as an introduction

to a complete analysis of Eskimo art.

The collection is made up of the smaller collections of E. Macfarlane,

Capt. E. P. Herendeen, R. Kennicott, C. F. Hall, Prof. W. H. Dall, T.

H. Bean, E. W. Nelson, L. M. Turner, L. Kumlein ; Lieut. George M.

Stoney, U. S. Navy 5 Captain Hooper, U. S. Revenue Marine; Lieut. O.

L. McKay, U. S. Revenue Marine; Lieut. P. H. Ray, U. S. Army; Henry
W. Elliott; Sergt. S. Applegate, U. S. Signal Corps; William J. Fisher,

and others.

Nearly two years have been occupied by the compiler in reaching a

result which he trusts will aid the student who may be inclined to an

exhaustive comparison between the various villages or the Indian tribes

whose boundaries touch the Eskimo territory.

The nomenclature is that of Ivan Petroff, from his chart in vol. viii,

Tenth Census Report. Differences in spelling and even in names made
it necessary to adopt some writer's plan in its entirety, even if some

errors were evident. Petroff seems to me the most accurate and also

has more or less official status.

In many cases the focation or use of an object was wrongly given by

collectors ; this was misleading at first, but before long the multiplica-

tion of these errors caused serious confusion. These have been placed

in their proper locality.

In the following table of places the geographical arrangement follows

the coast-lines from east to west and south, taking in the outlying

islands, etc., as they occur geographically.

Although similarities in many or even all respects may point to a

closer connection between vicinities which are only a few miles apart,

these may be separated in the list by a number of geographically- coast-

line-following places ; no attempt to follow these similarities will be

made here.

Latitudes and longitudes are given to facilitate identification. The
numbers in the columns express the whole number of specimens from

a locality.

In the resume' at the end the writer notes the total number of arti-

cles handled, located, arranged, marked, and labeled.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS.

Amulets. Objects carried by hunters to bring good luck or to avoid bad.

Baby-seal hook. Used for dragging the baby seal from its snow concealment.

Bag fastener. A slip of ivory tied to the end of the string, which is wrapped

around the bag and then thrust under the cord to keep all tight.

Bailer, ice. A sieve on the end of a handle to clear seal hole of small ice.

Brush, ice. An implement similarly used.

Bark-skinner. A knife and curved bone to cut and remove birch bark.

Bead separator. Ivory bars placed at intervals in bead-work, and pierced, to hold

the thread on which the beads are strung.

Berils. Bone tools to round the edges of ivory or bone implements.

Blood-pins. Used to close the wounds in dead animals, to save The blood for food.

Boot-sole creaser. A crimper used to prepare the seam before sewing.

Bridge. A small curved wedge used to tighten sinew on bows.

Check on drag-line. An ivory slip to keep noose close to object inclosed.

Check on whale-line. A friction check to cave the hand from chafing when the

line is running out.

Combs for grass. Used to hackle grass.

Decoys. The seal is inquisitive, and any strange noise or object, which does not

frighten, will attract it and bring it into the snare.

Decoy float. Float on a net carved to resemble a bird, animal or simply a rattle.

Decoy scratcher. A claw used near net or seal hole to attract seal ; imitation of

male seal.

Detacher for harpoon point. An ivory double button, on one of which the loop

of the point-line is fixed, but which allows it to slip off when the point strikes.

Drag chain or handle. Used with a cord and noose to drag game on the ice.

Finger-masks. Small articles of waod ornamented with hair or feathers

Finger-rest. A check for the finger to rest against.

Fire-bit. A soft wood spindle, which is rapidly revolved to produce fire.

Fire mouth-piece. A wooden piece held in the teeth. This has a stone bearing for

the upper end of the fire-bit.

Fire-socket. Soft wood stick, on which the fire-bit is revolved, producing fire.

Fish bait. Small ivory fish or bright-colored material, used as bait.

Float. The skin of a seal blown up to sustain the walrus line and act as a drag.

Float mouth-piece. The orifice through which the air enters or escapes.

Float plug. A disk, with a groove around it, used to close natural or accidental

holes in seal float.

Fungus. Used to mix with tobacco for smoking.

Gambling block and pin. A game similar to "cup and ball."

Gambling ducks. A game similar to " heads and tails."

Gambling counters. A game similar to ft odd and even."

Gambling target and lance. Each participant puts up a wager; the target, a

netted oval ring, is hung in the air and the lance is thrown at it. If the point

gets entangled the thrower has a choice of the wager laid out.

Harpoon point. The outer section carrying the blade.

Harpoon loose shaft. The intermediate shaft.

Harpoon foreshaft. The bone or ivory socket on wooden shafts.

Harpoox butt. The lower extremity usually shod with a pike to give a hold on ice.

HUNTING tally. A bone or ivory stick on which to mark number of game.

Ice-creepers. Rough pieces to tie on sole of boot.

Kayak suits. Two kinds ofjackets for fair and foul weather.

KNIFE, blubber. With heavy blade like a cleaver.

Knife, cutting. Defense knife.

Knife, carving. To cut and carve wood or ivory.
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Knife, fish. For cleaning and scaling fish.

Knife, stabbing. To give the coup de grace to captured game.
Knife, snow. For clearing snow from fur garments, etc.

Leaders. Used on dart shaft to keep the line clear from tangles.

Lousers. Curved ribs of animals to scrape and destroy vermin in clothes.

Masks. Used in festivities.

Medicine-man's wand. Used in ceremonial to discover witch.

Mouth-piece to oil bag. A cup-shaped orifice used either in filling or drinking.

Muskrat bow and arrow. The arrows are tied to the bow and used at short range.

Needle board. On which needle eyes are drilled.

Net weight. To hang in the mesh and keep it open while making.

Paddle yoke. The cross-piece for the hand on the end of the handle.

Pricker. A large bodkin to open knots.

Scrapers. Used in dressing skins to remove fat and integument.

Seal probe. Thrust down a seal hole to give warning of the animal's approach.

Sinew tightener. A bow-maker's tool to put the turns of sinew on smoothly and
tightly.

Sinew twirler. A twirling tool used while making sinew cord.

Sling board. This has been spoken of in other works as a throwing-stick, but it is

properly a sling, as it does not leave the hand.

Sling dart. The light harpoon, which is used with the board.

Snuff tubes. Inserted into the nose and box to avoid waste and to increase the

dose.

Spider line. A sinew line stretched across the top of boat, under which the lance,

paddle, etc., are placed to prevent their rolling about.

Stool. Used while watching a seal-hole : to keep the feet off the ice.

Water tubes. Used to suck out the water and filth from the boat while en route.

Whirler. A toy to swing about the head. It m#kes a buzzing noise.

Table showing the latitude and longitude of the regions represented in this list.

Regions.

"West Greenland
TTngava, Labrador
Cumberland Gulf
Smith Sound
Igloolik
Pelly Bay
Xing William's Land
Gape Bathurst
Mackenzie River
Anderson River
Herschel Island
Point Barrow . -

Point Belcher
Icy Cape
Cape Lisburne
Point Hope
Kotzebue Sound
Hotham Inlet
Putnam River
Cape Espenberg
Kegiktowik
St. Michael
Pikmikltolik
Pastolik
Raibozniksky
Sabotnisky
Mission
Paimute
Anvik
Nulato
Upper Yukon
Tanana
Askinuk

North.

60 00
66 00
78 20
69 20
68 20
70 00
70 40
€8 00

68 40
71 18
70 50
70 25
69 50
68 15
66 30
66 40
67 00
66 30
63 40
63 40
63 20
62 55
62 00

62 00
62 30
62 40
64 45
Above
65 10
61 40

West.

68 00
67 00
73 00
81 30
90 00
97 30
127 30
135 00

159 00
156 24
159 30
161 42
166 22
166 50
163 00
162 00
161 30
163 30
161 20
162 10
162 30
162 55
162 00

161 00
160 00
160 00
158 00

Nulato.
152 00

166 00

Regions.

Kashunuk
Kaialigamute
Ookagamute
Cape Vancouver ..

Agiukchugamute .

Nulokhtologamute
Nunivak
Sfaganugamute
Anogogmute
Kongiganagamute.
Koolvagavigamute
Chalitmute
Big Lake
Kuskokwim River
Togiak River
Igushek
Tuniakput
Nushegak
Bristol Bay
Ugashik
Oonalashka
Chernovsky
Bering's Island
Naknek
Kogginug
Wrangel Bay
Iliamna Lake
Kadiak
Cook's Inlet
Nuchek
Takutat
Thlinkit

North.

o „

61 30
61 15
60 50
60 40
60 30
60 25
60 00
60 25
59 45
59 40
59 50
60 00
61 20
60 45
59 10
58 50
59 20
58 55
58 50
57 40
53 54
53 30
55 00
58 45
59 10
57 30
59 30
57 30
61 00
60 20
59 18
Southeast

1

West.

165 00
164 15
164 40
165 10
164 30
164 20
166 00
164 00
163 50
163 15
162 45
163 40
163 00
161 50
160 10
158 45
160 15
158 25
157 00
157 50
166 32
167 00
164 00
157 00
156 46
156 00
155 00
153 00
152 00
147 00
139 00
Alaska.

H. Mis. 600, pt. 2 22
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