
THE HISTORY OF SPACEFLIGHT

JOHN F. KENNEDY
AND THE

“RIGHT STUFF”

ON WINGS OF FIRE;
HOMER BOUSHEY AND THE
FIRST ROCKET-POWERED 

FLIGHTS

SPACE SUPPORT TO
OPERATION 

ENDURING FREEDOM

SEEKING INDEPENDENCE 
IN SPACE:

SOUTH KOREA’S SPACE 
PROGRAM (1958-2010)

Q U A R T E R L Y

Volume 20, Number 2
2013

www.spacehistory101.com



FFeeaattuurreess

4 JJoohhnn  FF..  KKeennnneeddyy  aanndd  tthhee  ““RRiigghhtt  SSttuuffff””    
By John M. Logsdon

16 OOnn  WWiinnggss  ooff  FFiirree::  HHoommeerr  BBoouusshheeyy  
aanndd  tthhee  FFiirrsstt  RRoocckkeett  PPoowweerreedd  FFlliigghhttss
By Colin Burgess

24 SSppaaccee  SSuuppppoorrtt  ttoo  OOppeerraattiioonn  
EEnndduurriinngg  FFrreeeeddoomm
By Richard S. Eckert and Kelly Ihme

34 SSeeeekkiinngg  IInnddeeppeennddeennccee  iinn  SSppaaccee::  
SSoouutthh  KKoorreeaa’’ss  SSppaaccee  PPrrooggrraamm  
((11995588––22001100))
By Hyoung Joon An

Contents
Volume 20 • Number 2   2013

www.spacehistory101.com

BBooookk  RReevviieewwss ((ccoonnttiinnuueedd))

55 PPaatthhffiinnddeerrss:: AA  GGlloobbaall  HHiissttoorryy  ooff  EExxpplloorraattiioonn
Book by Felipe Fernández–Armesto

Review by Roger D. Launius

56 TThhee  CCoonnttoouurrss  ooff  AAmmeerriiccaa’’ss  CCoolldd  WWaarr
Book by Matthew Farish

Review by Martin Collins

57 DDoowwnn  ttoo  EEaarrtthh:: SSaatteelllliittee  TTeecchhnnoollooggiieess,,  IInndduussttrriieess,,  
aanndd  CCuullttuurreess
Edited by Lisa Parks and James Schwoch

Review by Roger D. Launius

58 VViissiioonnaarryy:: TThhee  OOddyysssseeyy  ooff  SSiirr  AArrtthhuurr  CC..  CCllaarrkkee
Book by Neil McAleer

Review by Michael J. Neufeld

59 IInnvveennttiinngg  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  AAssttrroonnaauutt
Book by Matthew H. Hersch

Review by Jennifer Levasseur

60 TThhee  NNeeww  SSppaaccee  RRaaccee:: CChhiinnaa  vvss..  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess
Book by Erik Seedhouse

Review by Roger D. Launius

61 IImmpplloossiioonn:: LLeessssoonnss  ffrroomm  NNaattiioonnaall  SSeeccuurriittyy,,  HHiigghh
RReelliiaabbiilliittyy  SSppaacceeccrraafftt,,  EElleeccttrroonniiccss,,  aanndd  tthhee  FFoorrcceess  
WWhhiicchh  CChhaannggeedd  TThheemm
Book by L. Parker Temple

Review by Roger D. Launius

62 SSppaaccee  CChhrroonniicclleess:: FFaacciinngg  tthhee  UUllttiimmaattee  FFrroonnttiieerr
Book by Neil deGrasse Tyson

Review by De Witt Douglas Kilgore

63 TThhee  BBaayy  ooff  PPiiggss
Book by Howard Jones

Review by Roger D. Launius

64 AAmmeerriiccaa’’ss  SSppaaccee  SSeennttiinneellss::  TThhee  HHiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  DDSSPP  
aanndd  SSBBIIRRSS  SSaatteelllliittee  SSyysstteemmss
Book by Jeffrey T. Richelson

Review by James David

BBooookk  RReevviieewwss

52 MMeettaa––GGeeooppoolliittiiccss  ooff  OOuutteerr  SSppaaccee::
AAnnaallyyssiiss  ooff  SSppaaccee  PPoowweerr,,  SSeeccuurriittyy  aanndd  
GGoovveerrnnaannccee
Book by Nayef R.F. Al-Rodhan

Review by James Vedda

54 SSppaacceessuuiitt:: AA HHiissttoorryy  tthhrroouugghh  FFaacctt  aanndd  
FFiiccttiioonn
Book by Brett Gooden

Review by Dennis R.Jenkins

Clockwise, from
top left:

Dick Gordon, 
Pete Conrad,
Neil Armstrong,
and Dave Scott

Credit: NASA



By Neil McAleer

The Clarke Project, 2012

ISBN:978-0615513690 hardcover

ISBN:978-0615553221 paperback

Pages:414

Price: $95.00, hardcover

$65.00  paperback

Visionary is an updated version of Neil McAleer’s Arthur
C. Clarke: The Authorized Biography (1992). It carries the story

through to Clarke’s death in March 2008 at the age of 90. Several

chapters have been added, and seven of the earlier chapters were

also revised substantially and expanded, notably regarding the

movie 2001: A Space Odyssey. 

This book, like its predecessor, is very much a popular,

rather than scholarly, biography, obviously from a friendly view-

point. There are 17 pages of notes in the new edition, using the

reference system of short quotations in the back, but almost all

the citations are to published sources. Nonetheless, it is apparent

that the author did have access to parts of the Clarke Papers,

which are still in Sri Lanka awaiting the resolution of various

legal questions, or to the papers of some of Clarke’s huge num-

ber of correspondents. McAleer quotes from letters frequently,

but where those letters are is left unexplained. He also lists sev-

eral dozen interviews with many of Clarke’s friends and col-

leagues in the realms of science fiction and space advocacy, the

product of more than two decades of work. Although Clarke pub-

lished one short autobiographical book (Astounding Days,1989)

and many memoir articles, McAleer’s book provides the only

comprehensive  biography of the writer that exists. 

Clarke made himself famous for both science fiction and

space advocacy, which gives him an almost unique place in the

20th century—virtually every one of his contemporaries was suc-

cessful in only one of those genres. (Isaac Asimov is one of the

few exceptions, but his nonfiction writing was mostly not about

spaceflight.) Born in late 1917 in the west of England and grow-

ing up in the interwar years when American pulp science fiction

was just reaching those shores, Arthur C. Clarke became infatu-

ated with the idea of space travel. He became one of the earliest

members of the British Interplanetary Society (BIS) after it was

formed in 1933. Born into a farm family without means, the tal-

ented Clarke was sent into accounting work in the civil service,

but his technical ability allowed him to become a radar officer in

the Royal Air Force during World War II and to earn a mathemat-

ics and physics degree afterward. Almost all of his spare time was

spent in the company of his B.I.S. friends or in writing, and by

the end of the 1940s he was so successful at the latter that he was

able to give up his job as a technical editor for the financially

chancy life of the professional author. 

In the early 1950s, Clarke found the second great passion

of his life, scuba diving and underwater exploration, thanks to a

friendship with diver Mike Wilson. This led to joint books and

films about Australia’s Great Barrier Reef and the waters around

Ceylon (later Sri Lanka) and to a permanent move to the latter

country in 1956. Not only diving lured him; he also much pre-

ferred the tropics to cold, rainy Great Britain. An unanswered

question is whether his sexuality had any influence—fleeing a

repressive culture for a more relaxed one. A quotation to that

effect in the first edition of McAleer’s biography does not appear

in the second. While Clarke had bisexual experience and was dis-

astrously married to an American woman in 1952 (they lived

together only a few months, although they did not divorce for a

decade), it seems fairly clear from the book that he was basically

gay. If he had lived in a less repressed age, he might have had an

easier time in his early life, although that is only a surmise from

a biography that does not offer a very coherent interpretation of

either his emotional life or his sexuality. One thing we can say for

sure: the accusations of pedophilia in a London tabloid in 1998

were a nasty, underhanded invention of that newspaper. That is

made clear in a new chapter for this edition. 

For Clarke, even greater fame as a prophet of space travel

came after Sputnik was launched, but it was not until 2001 was

released in 1968 that his name reached the general public in a

way that all his earlier work had never done. To this day, it is as

the writer of 2001 that the non-science-fiction/non-space-enthu-

siast public identifies him, although the most important thing he

did was to conceive of geostationary communications satellites.

His post-movie fame led to a newfound financial freedom, in part

through innumerable well-paid speaking opportunities, too many

of which are described in the latter parts of the book, particularly

in the new edition. But it also led to a renewal of his science-fic-

tion career and such classics as Rendezvous with Rama. Late in

his life, age and  post-polio syndrome (he had been paralyzed for

months after he caught the disease in Ceylon in 1962) led him to

collaborate on a number of novels as co-author. None of these

seem to have lived up to his earlier work.

Visionary, like its predecessor, is a very readable and inter-

esting account of Clarke’s life, and I would recommend either if

you want to understand the man—although the high price of the

new edition is off-putting,* as is the somewhat rambling charac-

ter of the added chapters. I am not sure another standard biogra-

phy needs to be written. But there is certainly room for much

more rigorous and critical intellectual evaluations of his work, as

is clear from several recent scholarly articles about him. Arthur C.

Clarke’s place in the history of space advocacy and science fic-

tion is secure and worthy of much further exploration.

Michael J. Neufeld 

National Air and Space Museum 

Smithsonian Institution

Washington, DC
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* Via email, the author has indicated that he
plans to offer a $9.99 e-book later this year.
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