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INDEPENDENT OFFICES APPROPRIATION Bll!JL, 1948 9 

I11 view of this situation, and in order that research and develop­
ment will not be delayed, the committee has determined that fund~ 
in the amount of $175,000,000 should be provided for operation in 
connection with this important project on a part-year basis, additional 
funds to be provided during the early part of the next session to what­
ever extent developments at that time indicate such additional funds 
are required. The committee has allowed the full contract authoriza­
tion requested amounting to an additional $250,000,000. 

ln rn.aking this substantial reduc~ion in the budget estim.ate, it 
should be clearly understood that it is not the intention of the com­
mittee to retard development in connection with this m.ost im.portant 
project. The purpose of the com.m.ittee in withholding· fun~s for a 
portion of the last half of the fiscal year is to defer final action on all 
requirements for the fiscal year until inforrn.ation in som.e detail is 
available on which it can act and recomrn.end to the House with som.e 
accuracy as to how the substantial sum recom.m.ended is to be 
expended. The am.ount in the bill will provide adequate funds for 
all purposes for a period beyond the first half of the next fiscal year 
and until the com.mittee and the Congress has had an opportunity to 
secure tangible facts on which to base a final recommendation as to · 
total needs for the full fiscal year. 

Data before the committee disclosed that . this agency presently 
employs 17 persons engaged in publicity and public relations work 
and it is proposed to employ 22 such persons during the next fiscal 
year. The committee is of the opinion that employm.ent of this 
number of persons is excessive and requests the commission to ~ffect 
a substantial reduction in employees engaged on this work in the next 
fiscal year. . 

There has been inserted in the bill a provision which authorizes 
the expenditure of not more than $25,000,000 for research in connec· 
tion V.'ith the control of cancer. The Atomic Energ·y Act specifically 
authorizes the Commission to exercise its powers in connection with 
research into matters pertaining to health, and it is believed that 
progress already made justifies continued activity in this field to 
corn.bat this increasingly menacing disea.se. . . 

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
I 

The bill includes $12,000,000 for salaries and expenses for this 
Commission which is $1,080,500 less than the 1947 appropriation 
and $759,000 below the Budget estimates. The appropriation tor · 
this agency in the fiscal year 1940 was $4,625,000.-

In effecting a substantial reduction in the current year appropriation 
and in the budget estimates for 1948, the committee has taken into 
consideration the fact that employment conditions throughout the 
country are becoming stabilized and that the Commission expects 
the personn.el on the Federal pay roll to decline from 2,100,000 on 
June 30, 1947 to 1,500,000 on June 30, 1948. Also, the committee 
has been advised that the estimated cost of placements will be $8.57 
per placement as compared to $17.58 for the current ye~r. A further 
reason for the decrease is attributed to the estimate of the Civil 
Service Commission that during the fiscal year 1948, 44 percent of 
placements wi11 be made by boards of examiners in the various 
executive departments. This is a considerable increase over previous 
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