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Public Law 104-31 
104th Congress 

An Act 
Making continuing appropriation for the fiscal year 1996, and for other purpo e . 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the following 
sums are hereby appropriated, o of any money ·n the Treasury 
not otherwise approp iated, and out of applicable corporate or othe 
evenues, receipts, and funds, for the several departments, agencies, 

corporations, and othe organizational units of Government for the 
fiscal year 1996, and for other purposes, namely: 

SEC. 101. (a) Such amount as may be necessary under the 
authority and condit ons provided in the applicable appropriations 
Act for the fiscal year 995 for continuing projects or activities 
including the costs of direct loan and loan guarantees (not other­
wi e specifically provided for ·n this joint resolution) which were 
cond cted ·n the fiscal year 995 and for which appropriations, 
fu s, or oth ~r authority would be available in the following appro­
priations Acts: 

The Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug 
d ~ 1st a ·on, and Related Age cies Appropriations Act, 1996· 

The epartment of Commerce, Justice, and State, the 
Judiciary and elated Agenc·es Appropriat·ons Act, 1996, not­
with anding ection 5 oft e tate D partment Basic Authori­
t"es Act of 956, sec ion 70 of the United States nfor1t1ation 
........... d ducational xchange Act of 948, section 313 of the 
Fore gn Relat · o A tho · zat1o ct, Fi cal Years 1994 and 
_ 995 ublic · aw 03-236 , and ect"on 53 of the Arms Control 
and is - - arne t c ; 

T e De m t of Defe se App opr·atio s Act, 996, not 
w1th a di g ec ·o 504 a 1) of _he at"onal Secu "ty Act 
f 47; 

h · i tr1ct of Columb ·a p ropriat1on Act · 996; 
Th Energy d Water evelopm nt Appropriations Act, 

996· 
he ore gn pe a ion Export inanc·ng, and Related 

ogram ppro ria · o _ ct 996, notwith tanding ection 
0 of ublic Law 9 -672 a d ection 5 a of he tate part-

men a ·c tho · ·e c of 956; 
The e of the n erior an Re ated Agenc e 

p ro 1a ·o . ct 1996· 
· partme of abor ealth and uman ervice 

.............. d a o · an Rela ed ge c es ppropr1at1ons ct 996· 
· la i e B c pp op ia ions c 996· 

o t"o p o 1at"on A 96; 
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The Department of Transportation Appropriations Act, 
1996; 

The Treasury, Postal Service, and General Government 
Appropriations Act, 1996; 

The Departments of Veterans Affairs and Housing and 
Urban Development, and Independent Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 1996. 
(b) Whenever the amount which would be made available or 

the authority which would be granted under an Act listed in this 
section as passed by the House as of October 1, 1995, is different 
from that which would be available or granted under such Act 
as passed by the Senate as of October 1, 1995, the pertinent 
project or activity shall be continued at a rate for operations not 
exceeding the average of the rates per111itted by the action of the 
House or the Senate under the authority and conditions provided 
in the applicable appropriations Act for the fiscal year 1995: Pro­
vided, That where an item is included in only one version of the 
Act as passed by both Houses as of October 1, 1995, the pertinent 
project or activity shall be continued under the appropriation, fund, 
or authority granted by the one House at a rate for operations 
that is one-half of that per1nitted by the action of the one House 
under the authority and conditions provided in the applicable appro­
priations Act for the fiscal year 1995. 

(c) Whenever an Act listed in this section has been passed 
by only the House or only the Senate as of October 1, 1995, the 
pertinent project or activity shall be continued under the appropria­
tion, fund, or authority granted by the one House at~ a rate for 
operations not exceeding the current rate or the rate per111itted 
by the action of the one House, whichever is lower, and under 
the authority and conditions provided in applicable appropriations 
Acts for the fiscal year 1995. 

SEC. 102. No appropriation or funds made available or authority 
granted pursuant to section 101 for the Department of Defense 
shall be used for new production of items not funded for production 
in fiscal year 1995 or prior years, for the increase in production 
rates above those sustained with fiscal year 1995 funds, or to 
initiate, resume or continue any project, activity, operation, or 
organization which are defined as any project, subproject, activity, 
budget activity, program element, and subprogram within a pro­
gram lement and for investment items are further defined as 
a P-1 line item in a budget activity within an appropriation account 
and an R-1 line item which includes a program element and 
ubprogram lem nt within an appropriation account, for which 
ppropriation , funds or other authority were not available during 

th fiscal year 1995: Provided That no appropriation or funds 
m d vail bl or authority granted pursuant to section 101 for 
th D partm t of Defense shall be used to initiate multi-year 
procur rn nt u ilizing dvance procurement funding for economic 
ord r qu n ity procur m nt unl ss p cifically appropriated later. 

l!. . 0 . ppropri tion mad by c ion 10 hall be available 
t } n 1 d i11 h n1 nn r wh · ch would be provided by 

l1 p r in n ppropr1 1on t .. 
. . ppropri ion or vund made a ailable or authority 

r n , d pu · u nt o ion hall b u ed to initiate or re urne 
1. proj r ~t · i .. fo · \Vhi h appropria1 ions funds or other 
uthori o \ il _b during 1efi calyearl995. 
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SEC. 105. No provision which is included in an appropriations 
Act enumerated in section 101 but which was not included in 
the applicable appropriations Act for fiscal year 1995 and which 
by its tertns is applicable to more than one appropriation, fund, 
or autho ity shall be applicable to any appropriation, fund, or 
authority provided in this joint resolution. 

SEC. 106. Unless otherwise provided for in this joint resolution 
or in the applicable appropriations Act, appropriations and funds 
made available and authority granted pursuant to this joint resolu­
tion shall be available until (a) enactment into law of an appropria­
tion for any project or activity provided for in this joint resolution, 
or (b) the enactment of the applicable appropriations Act by both 
Houses without any provision for such project or activity, or (c) 
November 13, 1995, whichever first occurs. 

SEC. 107. Appropriations made and authority granted pursuant 
to this jo1nt resolution shall cover all obligations or expenditures 
incurred for any program, project, or activity during the period 
for wh"ch funds o authority for such project or activity are available 
under this joint resolution. 

SEc. 108. Expenditures made pursuant to this joint resolution 
shall be charged to the applicable appropriation, fund, or authoriza­
tion whenever a bill in which such applicable appropriation, fund, 
or authorization is contained is enacted into law. 

SEC. 109 No provision in the appropriations Act for the fiscal 
year 1996 referred to in section 101 of this joint resolution that 
makes the availability of any appropriation provided therein 
dependent upon the enactment of additional authorizing or other 
legislation shall be effective before the date set forth in section 
106(c) ofthi jo1nt resolution. 

SEC. 110. Appropriations and funds made available by or 
authority granted pursuant to this joint resolution may be used 
without egard to the time limitations for submission and approval 
of apportionment set forth in section 1513 of title 31 United 

ate Code b t nothing herein shall be con trued to waive any 
other provi "on of law govern·ng the apportionment of funds. 

SEC. 111 otw1thstanding any other provision of thi joint 
re olu ·on, except ec ion 106, whene e an Act listed in section 

0 a pas ed by both h o e and enate as of October 
995 oe not ·nclude fund· g fo an o going proj ct or actiVIty 

fo wh.ch there is a budg t eque t or whenever an Act 1· ted 
in ect·o 01 a b en pas ed by o ly he ou e only h 
S a e a of Oc obe 1 995 a d an m funded ·n fi cal year 

995 i not incl ded In the ve ·on pas ed by the on ouse 
or whenever ·h ate for operatio for an o going project or ctivi y 
provided by c ·on 01 for w · ic he · e · a budge reque t would 
r su t i the p oject o ac ivi y be·ng ·gn·ficantly reduced h 
pe e p oject o act· i y may be co tin d under th author1t 
and co d"t"o p ovided ·n the applicable approp ·ations Act fo 
the fi cal year 1995 by incr a Ing the rate for operat on pro de 
by section . 0 to a ate fo operation not to exceed on t a 
pro ide he minimal evel a would enable XI t·ng ac ·v ·-"-
o con nue. o ew contract or gran hall be awa d d · xc 

of an amount hat bear the arne atio o he rat for op a 1 n 
pro ·ded by hi ec on as the n mber of day co e · d by i 
...... ~ ... ol o b ar o 366. o the p rpo es of th ct h m"ni al 
le e a r for ope a ·· o a · . due d f o cu , _ ..... 

·e b pe cen. 
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SEC. 112. Notwithstanding any other provision of this joint 
resolution, except section 106, whenever the rate for operations 
for any continuing project or activity provided by section 101 or 
section 111 for which there is a budget request would result in 
a furlough of Government employees, that rate for operations may 
be increased to a level that would enable the furlough to be avoided. 
No new contracts or grants shall be awarded in excess of an amount 
that bears the same ratio to the rate for operations provided by 
this section as the number of days covered by this resolution bears 
to 366. 

SEC. 113. Notwithstanding any other provision of this joint 
resolution, except sections 106, 111, and 112, for those programs 
that had high initial rates of operation or complete distribution 
of funding at the beginning of the fiscal year in fiscal year 1995 
because of distributions of funding to States, foreign countries, 
grantees, or others, similar distributions of funds for fiscal year 
1996 shall not be made and no grants shall be awarded for such 
programs funded by this resolution that would impinge on final 
funding prerogatives. 

SEC. 114. This joint resolution shall be implemented so that 
only the most limited funding action of that pertnitted in the resolu­
tion shall be taken in order to provide for continuation of projects 
and activities. 

SEC. 115. Notwithstanding any other provision of this joint 
resolution, except section 106, the rates for operation for any 
continuing project or activity provided by section 101 that have 
not been increased by the provisions of section 111 ·or section 
112 shall be reduced by 5 percent but shall not be reduced below 
the minimal level defined in section 111 or below the level that 
would result in a furlough. 

SEC. 116. The provisions of section 132 of the District of Colum­
bia Appropriations Act, 1988, Public Law 100-202, shall not apply 
for this joint resolution. Included in the apportionment for the 
Federal Payment to the District of Columbia shall be an additional 
$217,000,000 above the amount otherwise made available by this 
joint resolution. 

E . 117. otwithstanding any other provision of this joint 
resolution except section 106, the authority and conditions for 
the application of appropriations for the Office of Technology ssess­
In nt a contained in the onference Report on the Legislative 
Br nch Appropriation ct 1996 House Report 104-212 shall be 
follow d wh n applying the funding made available by this joint 
r olution. 

E . 11 . otwithstanding any other provision of this joint 
r olution xc pt section 106 any di tribution of funding under 
t l1 R habili tion rvice and Disabili y Re earch account in the 

p rtm nt of Education may be made up to an amount that 
b ar th am ratio to h rat for operation for hi account 
pr id d b hi join r olution a th numb r of da,y cov r d 
b ' ·hi r olu ion b ar o 36 . .. 

. 0 \ ri th nding any 0 h r pro i ion of thi join 
· lu io11 · ~ pt tion 0 h u horiti provided und r ub-

f of h r · JR la ion uthorization 
nd 1 ( ublic \V 03-236) hall r main 

l1 p riod of I i join · olution no1 \Vith anding 
· d u io , . 
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S c. 120. otwithstandi g any other provision of th1s join 
resolution, except section 106, the amount made available to th 
Securities and Exchange Commission, under the heading Salaries 
and Expenses, shall include, in addition to direct appropriations, 
the amount it collects under the fee rate and offsett·ng collection 
a thority contained in Public Law 103-352, wh.ch fee rate and 
offsetting collection authority shall remain in effect during the 
period of this joint resolution. 

SEC. 121. Until enactment of legislation providing funding for 
the entire fiscal year ending September 30, 1996, for the Depart­
ment of the Inter·or and Related Agencies, funds available for 
necessary expenses of the Bureau of Mines are for continuing lim­
ited health and safety and related research, materials partnerships, 
and minerals inforn1ation activities; for mineral assessments in 
Alaska; and for ter111inating all other activities of the Bureau of 
Mines. 

SEC. 122. Notwithstanding any other provision of this joint 
resolution, except section 06, funds for the Environmental Protec­
tion gency shall be made available in the appropriation account 
which a e provided in H.R. 2099 as reported on September 13, 
1995. 

SEc. 123. No withstanding any other provis"on of this joint 
resolution except section 06, the rate for operations for projects 
and activities that would be funded under the heading "Inter­
national Organizations and Conferences, Contributions to lnte 
national 0 . ga izat1ons" in the Departments of Commerce, Justice 
and tate, the Judiciary, and Related Age c· Appropriations Ac 
1996, shall be the amount prov ded by the provisions of section 
10 , 11 , and 12 m lt1plied by the ratio of the numb r of day 
covered y this resolution to 366 and mult pl"ed further by 1.27. 

T RY- H.J. R ----------------
0 :--..-10 R 0 D ol. 

u~p 2 con 1d r d and pa • 

LJO~P . 29 con id d nd pg.,;;,o;;, a . 

0 
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