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A SPLEN IU M MICROT UM MA XO N. 



A NEW SPLEENWORT FROM CHINA. 

Bv "'11.1.1."[ R. M.\XON . 
• 

The Chinese fern here described as new was detected severn I ycnrs • 
ago in the course of " study of A"plenillm trichomane8 and its allies. 
Its relationship is discussed below. 
Asplenium microtum Maxon. ~p. nov. 

U,hizowe 8ubert'Ct, 5 to 7 wm. in din IlU'l Pl". thickly beset with 

PLAn: LX. 
rigid linear-

lan('('(}lnte c1nrk browniMh 8('nl<'8 noont :! 111111. in IcuJ!'th: frondM tf'W (4 to R), 

cespitosc, dlvergeut, Imlmrcuat~·, 15 to ~o ('Ill. long; stipes dull lIurpllsh black, 
flexl1olOe, 2 to :l <'tn. long: Inmilill 12 to 17 ('Ill. long. 11 to l:l.!i tnm. brolld, 
IinCal': IIIuUlU Iwl.)('oria<.'cntls, deciutlolls, 25 to ~2-jllb"Hte. mostly opposite or suh­

opposite. approximate or their width t'parl. J.:nlduall)· redu(,f'11 both 8hm"t' ami 
below: ('hnrncterlstlc middle 1)lmlic 6 1() 7 111m. lon~. sessile. snbrhnmhi.: tn 
oblon~. the Imsc nppearlng (In dried SIIt'('iult'lIsl nal"'Hw)y long·cuncate, trolllt-'­
what cxciSt."t1 helow. auriculate abo\'e, the apex rounded. the margina lightly 
('rpnnt~·~iIlUl\t ••. t'{'\'olutc In drying; luwt'r piulI:J' folhort('r, hrond(,f. dtX'hll'tlly 
auriculate, somewhat refJ.exed. ensily decitluous, the lowel'most 2 or 3 dlstimt, 
greatly r(?(].IH:t.. .. d. subalternate ur alternate-. a minute, Jlf>rststent bud with ron ­
spicuou!oI chaff borne commonly ut the base of tlw lnst or next to the last; 
stlpe and I'llchis llurrowly alate, the wing ('otlsplcuously erose·dentate or c"en 
J';('l'rnte; ~ot'l l11rollil. lineal'-nblong, usually Ii (hI 3 pnlr~) or 7. the odd olle 
in the UprK~1' row: Induslu umple, firm, glubl'o118. the margin ligbtly siullate-; 
spores dark brown, 0\'0111, somewhat cristate, conspicuously ulnte und reticulah', 

'rYI~ In the r. S. Nntlonnl Herbarium. no, 4!)[i()()4; from llenglije. Yunnan, 
China. A., 1I cnru (no, 1(344). The same number In the b('rilll dum ot th(! 
llissuuri BotunlcaJ Gorden bears the additional data: "13. w. rntl-l,. :Ilt. 6000 ft." 

:\Ieutloned by Cllrlst,f' some time ago, under the name .:lsplcfl1UIII, tricho1Uanc.~, 
liS a furm .. wltll dlstfint ~trongly nnrl('ulat(> plnnre." .'I. ml('t'fJtum. is. ap[lltr­

ently, a Ilellr reilIth'e u( A. lrichoma"c~; but from this, which, In a typlcnl 
8tnt~ ut least. foI(lt'fll" to be confined to North AmerIca and Europe, it dlffer~ 
Hll')" 11t1f1('f"llhl~' ill (1) It" Rnhcorin('oouR texture. (2l it~ tlnrlculnte plnn~. theRf' 
narrowly ellUl'lltt' Ilt the base (really less 80 than al)Pt~tr~ in the dried .,Innts). 
(3) it:;; slmngly rc\'Olute and lightly crennte-sinuate umr,.:lns. ~nd (4) the 
l,rf'!'{t'licc IIf ;\ minnte hnt \'er~.' chntry hnd upon th.' nH:hIR. nenr it~ hnse . 

• 
'J'hls last is <\ clull'aclcr noted hitherto, in the group of .-tsple~liurn trichomanes, 
only In ~1. p7atl,rH'II1'on lmd .. t. nwnanthes; In the fortner \'l~ry rarely; In the 
latter comUlonly. 80mctimes near the base, but often In the aillen) portion, 
A i\JexlCull ~1l(>('I('!'ol; of thb; group. as yet undescribed. has the fronds rndlcnut 
and proltferotH:s lit the very apex, 

For the drJlwlng hp,rewith re-producoo the writer i~ Indebted to Dr. H. D. 
House, of tlle BlltDlore ~'Ol'est School. 

1<:xp( .. \!'i'.~'J·IVS tlf" l'I.An: r.X,--<l, Plant; b. ~egment of n frond . a. Natural size; h, 
:0;1'11[(' :!. 

a Hull. Herh, Rohu'l. 6: ~iO, lS!ll':l, 
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