
THOMPSONELLA. A NEW (:ENUS OF CRASSULACEAE 
FRo)l ~IEXrcO. 

By X. L. nHlTTOX "",I .1. X. ROSE. 

---- -

In 1905 EeI,Net;" rni""tifiol'(l fir, 1 1ol ooll1ed in culti \'a lion. It 
flowered ill the )lissolll'i Bot a" i",01 (;a I'Ilell , t he X ew Y orl; Botall ica I 
GOI'den, 3ml one o f the grt'l,"how;('s of til(' Dl'partment of ~\grictl ltlll't' 
in " #l1shingtoll at tlll' ~nnll' I ili ll', It WII!'i studi ed ind epenllently by 
t he wr ilel-'; and )11'. C. n. T hollll"oll . all( l all "('ached the conel u, ion 
t hat it represent ee! :l <1isti nd gelll' '';'' 1.1'["." )fntel' iu l has repcakdly 
flowt!n·..! :i in('l' thnt t iult', and now Wt' {t't" jll ..;t ifit·d ill propos ing this 
npw g(' llu .... named in honor of Charles H enry Thompson of the 
]\Ii",o""i Bota ni t al Carden. 

I" 1 ~Oi )11'. C. G. P"ingle collected a second specics, which floweree! 
in tlw spring of H)OS. This is descriul'tl below. 

)fr. Tholll p SOIl hn s had IInder obs('I'\'a t iOll fUI' ~en~l'n I yen l'S two \'cry 
c1il'itilld sj>t.·(: il'S . nllt' of which is probahly T. minuti,flora nnd the 
ot hel' an IIlHh'~('riIJ('( l spe(' i{'~ . It S('C Il1S b(·:-;t not to describe this 
specie~ at presen t , bill to wait until further fi~·I<l wOl'k has bct.!11 <.lollt'. 
~t'n~l'ul yenrs fig-O a plant bloomed in " ":l shi ngton whieh seerned to 
s llggest a fOllrt h "lwric'. lHlt as th'ere i ~ so"'" do,,!.t as to pillce of 
collcelio" it set'll" ["",t to del.y the pul>liclltion of this also. The 
gl'llli f-i. with two ~p('ci('s is described as follows : 

Thomp sonella Brit ton ~x Rose. 
_\ Cal1 l l'~'CIII: ha ~d h'Il\'es few. sprendlng, tb lCli. ~IU1UlIg ; ln tloresceuce a loose 

SI IllI.ll' ~I' ikt· (l r III hll'~( ' !'o1 IK>(.' im('ns more or ) ('f'!'< ("fIIH POIlIltl: Fl(>l'llljol :I, tllr~itl. 

("r('(.'t. da\'uh' : 1..·lIl'ul lll S4'Ulcwllut angled lu the hUtl , ro t llte, fhe lui ... ' 1')'Oller \'ery 
shorr. fl.h! h.llIes hlnceula le. 81lreodlug borlzontully ur 8U1ucwlult denexed hetween 
t he sepals: ~tu llie li S 10. e l'eet, about as long us tbe pdtll~; t1l 1' 1~ I S erect . con ­

stricted at hn~; I'Ityles FlJeu llel' ; Rcnles mluute, 
Type fJpCCle8 E,' fl erel';a milllliijfora Ho~. 
The Intt() I 't'S('(! nt'(~ I f.! \'I'I'~' unlike !tHy other In this fUUllly which we IIR\'e yet 

8tudl~1. 'I ' ilp tJowpJ'!oI 1I1'(~ url'nn~ed in sJlil'Ul~ of thr,*~ IIlld art~ Iwl Rtrlc:tl~' 

;::\lI lu l'.\', hnl Htu wl, thotl~h dll'eetly oyer, at SOllie d l:itJlIl( '(~ lIhO\'e tbe ~l1btelldillg 
lJt'li(.'t; they lire \'1..'1',\' 1llililH' tbCl~e of nIl the true Ecbc ,'c t'ili S in bUYing n !-Itt'It'tly 
llltnt~ <:o rolill ulld tblnner I~tals, 
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392 CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE NATIONAL HERBARIUM. 

Thompsonella minut1llora (Rose) BrItton & Rose. PLATE XLIV. 
EcItC'ff' ria minlfU/lora ROSl', BuH. X. Y. Bot. Ourd. 3: 9. 1003. 
Flowering steUl!oI J!'lflUCOU~ clothed with thick but reduced lenn~s; bUSl1 \leaYf>s 

Reute or obtnfole, Mten strikingly IlUrplisb. ghwt·ous: illrtore8<.'t'lu.:e either n ~hllvle 
eqnilnterlli t-:Jlike tIl' u very narrow panlrie: l"lepull':! acute, (lINtlllet, nnrl'Ow. 
thh.'kelled and uenrly terete noo\"e; eOl'oll1l segments n little longer thalJ the 
$ellU IR. red tingl"ti wltb J.,oret.'lI. tronghed above. 

DiRtrthmion I"'I1.-hln nnd Oaxucu. 
Rt~le~el'll)('d from Rpeclmells flowering in the J!rrenhol1:-;e~ of WHsbillg'tOIl aud 

New York. Octoher, 1005. 
EXI'I,ASATIOX OF Pl.ATE XLIV.-I''Ig. a, Idant; b, aOSM S('clion of basal h.·at ; c, ctoas sec­

tion of slem It'at ; Ii, cross KeeHon of ~('pai: e, tlowf'r; /, ('arpf'iR: [I, pdftil' and stamf'nH. 
f"lys. " 10 rI. llfltnrnl !l\7;e: c to 0, Healt~ ::. 

Thompsonella platyphylla nuse, 81', uor. 1'1 •. 4.n: XIX. 
Basal JelU'et'l ohlRllceoJute, 8 to 12 em. long. 3 to .. em. Ul'U:HI. Ilarrowed lit 

base into il broud, thick petiole. nClIte when young, glnucous Hod with llllrple 
IIUlrgins. III 1\J!t"' ohtnslsh lind ~rPel): ftowprlnJ! ~tPIll 20 rill. 1011J!. J!l!nicolls. 

unked beluw, betl t iug' a smull lenn!:s iJelow the lQ.Oore~4:lnce; iIlIJOl"t.'sccllce a mil" 
I'OW IUllllr le: ~eJlIlIr;, A"lnucoll~, tblek :\Imo~t fe rete, distinctly tlnitNl at litis€": 
petals longer tbuIJ tbe sepuls, G llilll. long, nCllte. 

Collt"Ch.od by c. (; . Pringle ill IJ.{IIJ111l C:liiOIl, Gut'Tl'ero. :\Jexko, ill .luly, 1907. 
nnd dcs<:rlbed trom ~lJeClmelis whicll ttowcrcd In Wn~h ill~tnn ea rly in ]008. 

Type C. S. :7\atlonnl H el'bul'iulll flO. 5741).>;2. 
E::II'LA ~A.TIU:-;- l W Pl.-.nE XJ.V.-A poHed plant. SeRle ahout i . 
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