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TRELEASEA, A NEW GENUS OF COMMELINACEAE. 

By J. N. RO!:' K. 

- 0 ' , _ " 

Treleaeea Rose, gen. nov. 
Sepa ls distinct, concave, /fllhe'lual, greenish or s('arioua. Petals distinct, tapering 

a t bll36 into a. sl ender claw, COhtlrillg and forming :I slender tube. Stamens G, all 
pcrfoct, ~ube(luul, moru Of loss hairy, horne 011 (be ~taI8. Style slender, 3.luhetl.. 
Capsule stipitate, 3-cell&f1. Cells debi scent , :!-seod cd . PerODlIi".} IIt~rh8 from tuber-
0118 roots. Cymes MeS8ile, mau y-tltJwofed, either iu torminal or axillary elu8to~. 

This Dame is given ill hOllur of Pr. William Tl'deast!, director of the lti8soul'i 
Botanical Garden, whmu l wd l · known Sl'fVieI.'S 10 bOlany alld horti culture des6n 'o • this recognition. 

This genus differs from 'J'rnlle1<Cllutia, espociall,\" ill t he corolla aud the pORition of 
the s tamens . Tradoscnntia has always an op.m lIowcrepreading from tho base, with 
peta.ls broa d a.t base, wbile '1'r E \ luMe:~ llas t he potal$ tapering into a. claw, forming :~ 

tllbo A.nll only spreading to wa rd t he top . The ~t&menB, too, :t.re aJw&ye fl'&C in 
Tradescsotia, while ill Troleas~ :a thoy are horue all the petals. 

The geuus HCem!! llCar\·r Cyouotis than 'l'rad~8C nHtia, hnt ditfef'li from tbat iu 
ita 8tipitate fruit, I ~onca\'e sepals, e tc. It j~ llerha ptl llearc8t ZlllJrinll. .. ditl 'er iug 
ch iefly iu the fact that the potals are not Iwited illto a tnbe, but merely cobere nt 
tho edges. 

] have long heen dissatis fie(l with tho reforonco of the species brevi/alia to Tl'a uos­
cantia, haYing had the pl&ut u nder eulth'at ioll lOiuI'o 18t15. \Vhilo in )Iexieo in 
1897 I founel another plant of' ai milar hahit with tbe S(L.Ule flower IItrnctn re , 8b ow­
ing f.llat thi !! ill a. good generio t yp6. 2', i ei(lIlfil'a, "lthou~b tho flower structul'O is 
doubtful , I'OSHClitleY the s til'l t atc fruit l U1l1 ot,herwif\6 8uggetlts tbat it belonglol Iwre 
a180, 

Tbl\ genlUoI, as 1 no w Ul\ lltH'fl taut! it, cOIl~iHts of the t)lroo following SJlocieH, of 
which brev i/oUa iH the tYPE) ! 

Treleaeea brevifolia (Torr ,) HUlle, HUIn, nuv, TradC8cafltia ( ? ) braij'olia Hoso, Coutr. 
Nat, Herh. 3: 323. 189ti . TradeHcantia leiatldra brerijQlia Torr, Bot. )Illx , Bouud, 
225. l~tI. 1', 8peciosu Buckley, Proc. Acad, Phi1a.~662:9. 1&)3. Not L. or 
11 , n. K. Zcbrimt (1) lei(l.IId ,·a Clark, in DC. Monogr , Phan, 3:318. 1881. T, 
l ('1andra Wats. Proc. Aw, Acad. 18: 167. 1883. Not TOlT, Same, Hemale,., Hio), 
Centro Am. 3 : 393, 1885, T. leiandr a ()t'a~, Coulter, Contr, Na.t. Herb. 1 :50. 
1890. Sam6, I. e., 2: 44.(. 189-1. 

SteW8 pr08trate, 1eafy to tho tOI' j 1ea"68 allprodwate, ovato, 2.5 to 7.5 om, IUllg, 
2,5 om. wide, thicki8h, gla uco u!! aud glabrous, excep t the c iliate-seILbron!! marg iDs, 
aoute; ma.rgin of sheath c iliate ; iuyolncral itlD,YC8 2, like the lower leaves, but 
smaller; umbel se8sile, mally-l1owered; corolla whlt~, potals ovate, obtmlO, SOlUe­
what spreading, tapering at ba~l ~ iuto a sleutlt'r elaw, stamens ere('t, longer than the 
peta.ls, hairy near the midcllll, :I t t.lwhflll to petals : o Vil r y hairy Ileal' the top. 
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For l\ number of ~'enMi past this "llftCic" hQ.8 boon cultivated in Washington, both 
ill tho grtI611boIlBI\1:I Bllel in the gu.nltllls. In the grtwnhonses i t grows luxuriantly 
nnder the hom',hel'!. The foliage i8 of flo glo8f.1y hright grecll, and in all CR."I6S the 
Hower,; luwa 'been white, 11IHlally appearing singly. 

}'nr a full discussion ofthi!! species :ma its relationships with T. l~anrlra 8~~ HOM 
;11 vulnllln 3 of thjM }lnb1iI~a.UUII , ],nges 322, 323. 

Treleasea leiandra (Torr.) H.o~l\. nom. !lOV . l'rafltllclinfia If<iandra Torr. Hot. )16:":. 

Bound. 224. 1859. 
Roots slender, tlbrol1s-thickencll j stems cred, HOlllewhat hrancbing, slender, gla~ 

hrnllM, somewhnt nakel} ahu\'oj leaves distinct, narrowly lalJ('eolatfl, 7.i'i to .12,5 
( perhapH 1ll0rl ~ ) ~'·m. long, 12 Illlll . wide, tih~U'l'l y nf'ute, with llwrgius not BcabrouHj 
margin of sheath I:labrouB UI" Dearly HHj in\'olut.·. rIllleave..~ 2, !lVatc, acuminate, 2.5 to 
3.a em. lnng, \'ery unlike the lowor lea\'('~; llDlb(l1 8essile. 1113U .\' ·Oowered; pedicel" 
0.0(1 sepals dell Boly villose j filalll{\nts RlllOoth j Cn))811ltl u\'al, Mornewbllt 3-lobed, 8tip!· 
tatej cells 3, 2-Kec(led; 84..'e(h~ llUUI, in diameter, flJigbtly rUgo!!c, 

Collectefl by Bigolow in mOllntll.ill~ and moist rocky placl~!4 at Pucrto de PaY8auu, 
Tex., September l A, 18.-:'" (f) (No. 1500) .. anli by Y. Huvarll at Capote Cl'eek, 'i'tlXatl, 
Septemlter, 1883 (Ko. 79). 
Trelealea tumida (Lintlh'Y ) UOIJe, num. 1111\'. 

26: t. 42. l~~O. Trades('a'ifia I'irgiAialla 

3: 291. 1""1. 

'fradcHca lltia ttw,icM Lindley. Bot. Reg. 
tUlll ida (,Inrk, in DC. MODogr. PbElIl. 

Tbe figul'() cited Itbove, although \'ery unsatisfactory. Mt'llInS to repr()f'lent the MaID() 
epecie!; 1\8 I (lollectetl on the w6."It(! rH hunter of tha Mex ican tabl()·lalllb~. It h:18 the 
8ame retldish Hower!! I,ornn ill deruw axillnry dU1'Iten, and tlw peta-Iu.apor down into 
0law8 (bore rl!pre8(\ut.&fl f\~ united ). The leavcm lIro Riso d6ttcribed as purple beneatb, 
This illustmtioll of LintlleY'K wnK math, fruln a. plnnt which tiowONXt in the garclen 
of thB Horticnltllml So{~iety ill Ig;~IJ, 

Notbillg more of the history (If tht~ pl/mt is given than t.hat it. t'lline from Mexico. 
It. is not Iluliktlly that this plant WUM sont in by Ilartwl.'g frolll tha sabin region frotH 
which mine cam6. In 1830 :lIId 1~l8 he yi"itCiI nOlfLflfls :~nd thl! HOighhol'ing region 
Autl was seDlling mnny l,lnnts bOUle t-o til" lIorti4'IIltUI'III Socicty, by whom he had 
been~ent to Mexh-o . I Mhollhht.&te, however, tll:lt I Im\'u looked through Hartweg's 
li8u of plants, whit,lt he said w ore growing in tIlo gardena, without finding any 
lllentiou of fL Tro.tll·scantillo. 

The follOWing rcc1of:lcription of thiK species is b:u:lcd upon Illy own 81,ecimens, ooth 
herbarium aud Ii \' i UJ.': 

Stern from tuberolls-thickened rootN, r:ltllel' low, ,"cry KUC(!lIlent, of teo vlOr)' 
compact; leavOA obloll,!-r, 12 tn I~ I'UI, long. llcnul, morn 01' los!! IHtoosuut.j 110wen 
boruo in denso a.xillary ami terminal dlH~terHj pedir.elK about 10 mm. long, g-Ja­
hrouR; Mopu.ls glabrolls or nea.dy ijO, nhlollg", to! lUUl.lougj petal8 pink; Ktamens 
slightly hairy; capsule stipitatt~, r otlex(l,l; hairy nt tip. 

This Mpecit~ tI fieolUS to be comlllon in aamp, sbl ~ ltered p):,ce8 in the weetern table. 
181111 rl:gious of Mexico, especially ill c:myollt' fllUI alon)..! cliff@. It was first brought 
ill 11,\' Mr. Goldman, and nft.erwar(ls coneeled hy myself. 

Collected by.1. :\, H080 at San ,Tnan Capistrano. Zat.·atec:ls, Angu8t 23, 1897 (No, 
2486); ncar .MOil 10 Eficohelln, 7.at'l~tooas, August 2i (No, 2660), and at liolafioB, S,')}· 
tom hr.r 10 to H) (X 0, 2KBO), 

Specimens are 1I0W growing ill the Hotallieal Garden at Washingtou. Thifl spcciea 
is so commou in the table·laud ,'eg iull of )[exico that it seellls Htrn.nge that it is no t 
in the recent collections from ?hn;il:o. 

Clark's referenoe of this species Q.8 a vltrioty of 1: Ili,'y iliiaflfl. and s tatemont that it 
can h.rdly be distinguisbed frow \,nr.jlexuo6a (T.pil08a) elm not be entertained. • 
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