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THREE NEW SPECIES OF TRADESCANTIA FROM 
THE UNITED STATES. 

-
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By J. N. Hosl<:. 

The beginning of my studies 011 the genus 'l'radllRcantia dates back 
some seven years. Doring this time an immeuse a.mount of materh,) 
has passed through my hauds. The National Herh''''iulII has undoubt· 
edly the largest collection of American Tradcscantias ever brought 
together. For instance, we now have 110 sbeets of the old 1'. virgin
iff.7!a. Not only bave I been collecting berbarium lIIaterial, but I have 
grown a number of species. 

I am now preparing" monograpb of the United States species of the 
genus, alld it is my intention to iIIustrat" all thc ~1)Ccies with colored 
plates_ A part of these illustrations I",ve already beeu made. 

Bot.anists will confer a great favor if tbey will se.ul me 1I0t only ber
barium specimens, but roots. I should prefer to have the herbarium 
specilllens collected this season and roots frolll the same clumps sent 
late in the fall. Wben tbis can 110t be done tbo roots of lIowerillg speci
meus OlIay be sent at once. I desire specimeus not only of the rarer 
species alld of plants frolll out-of-the-way places, but of many of tbe 
tio-called forms of' wlmt is genera.1ly known as T. t'-j,'g'iniallu. from all of 
our Eastern St"tes_ Franks will be furnished "I)on application for 
SClldillg material. 

My studies of tbe westel'l' Tradescantias ba,-e revealed three unde
scribeu species. Two oftllese I have nCVl'r geen outsiue of the National 
Herbarillm, wbile tbe other is not uncommon, llaving been distributed 
by many collectors as a form of T.l'irginialla. All three bave flowered 
for two seasous in Washington alul one has bccu ullder observatioll for 
four years. These sl)Ccies may be described as follows: 

'badelOantia humm. R086, 8p. nov. 
S\ewslow, 3 dOl. or 1688 high, at first simple, bu~ bOcollllugmucb branched at bM8 

and apreacting, with more or h~ItK ronghisb puoosceuoo; 1C'3.V8:1 shurt, tla:..rk green, 
oblong-linoal', with rough pubescence; umhelli' usually soveral, sometilTl~1t 10. termi· 
nating 8telll 81111 hranches, more or leS8 peduncled; in"olncral leaves mora or less 
uueCJual, sometimes i"etl11Cod to 1)l!O, very Kimilar to other lea.vcl'l: pediceb and onlory 
llIora or less glandular; sepals narrow, acnte, glsDllul(l.r-pllucsl.'cut, and with Q tuft 
of simple bairs near the tip; petals pale blne or pink, o!Jtuse. 
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,!Jpecimeft. exami»ed
Eastern Texas: 
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Near Austin, R. Hall (No. 669), 1872. 
Near IDllll~tr.r , H. WU1'zlou', 1895,1896,1897. 

The type of this 8pecies ill Mr. Wnrzlow's 189r, V1allt deposited ill the Natioual 
IlcrhariulU. 

Specimens have boon growlI in Washingtoll ",juc() J8tl5. 

Tradeecantia gigantea Ruse, !lp. noy. 
Plant~ growing in clumps; st.elns stout, thick, upright, glabrollR and glaucou8 

Lelow,6 to 10.;) tim. high, moro 01' lcs8 brancbiug, the br:mches slender and erectj 
lea\·tls large, uu) ong · liIl6a r, 3 dill . or ~o long, 12 to :i6 111m. wid<" clork green above, 
pale green and gla.ucolllS bCDcat.1l , glabrous except the JUargin; sheath glabrous; 
top of 8tem anll baRe ofin \-oILlcral leaves coverud with a !'hort, dense, almost velvet.y 
pubescence; involucral lcavei'l!! or 3, short, their lJaije~ wuch enlarge,l j flowers very 
nnmerous, 50 tlr wore; pedicels ~lJft-pllhl'sCeDt. lIOt glandular, SO to 40 mm. long; 
811pals boat-I-Ihapcfl, 10 rulli , long, nCllte, 11ll1/6scen t, but not glnndulnr; l,etals Llue or 
pink, with whito forUl ; U\'UI"Y ])IIhes('ent. Lut liot glandular. 
SpecimcD~ 80Ut, by Otto Lacko, New Braunfels, Tex., April 14, UIDi. Also by 

~\ G. Schaupp, 8ho\'01 Muunt., Burnct County, Tex., April 21, 18'J7. Thl'ti6 spe<:i
wens arc unlike any othC'fS which wc 118\'0 S6C1I, 

This is an extremely largp, I·oar,,~' plant. It itt a very abundaut bloomer, produc~ 

iug immense clusters of lIowers. It iH readily recognized by its ~,lmost vch'ety 
peduncles, pedlcel8, and 8epal~. 

Trade8cautla ltCopulorum Ruse, R)). 110\' . 

Stems rather lo w and vcry fdentler, ·l dill. or 1t!88 high, wore or leas branching, 
pnltl Roll glaucous, mostly glahl'Ous throughout; radical leaves uUlllerOIl!\, linear, 
genora1ly ercr~ tl stem leavcs lIiUlilllr, ycry narrow (2 to 10 IDUI. witle); sheath y"ry 
short aud turgid; involucral Ipaves filiforw, somewhat unf'l}ual, much HhorterthnD 
the le;:l.\'es; um uels sessile, rather numerous] terminating 81em ll.nd Im:l.llchesj l'cdi
ct)ls slender ; aepal8 narrower ; pct:llli \"Cry palo Llue, acnte. 

Arizona to Texas, north throngh Colorado to Montana., perhaps extendiDg iuto 
western Ncbraska.. The tn>o or th is species ii!l the plant fonnd by MI'. Pringle ill 
the Santa CatDlilU~ MOllutaiu!'l, Arizona. JtH range is not well defined, but I have 
Dssigned to it 11.11 those forms whir.h han~ beeu referred to T. f.'iJ'giniana from weatern 
Texas, Arizona, New Mexico, Utau, ()olorado, )(olltalla, and welltem Nebraska. 
Specimens scot me uy Mr, George Osterhout from w(lst.ern Colorllodo are very puuea
cent in tl16 nmIHl), but in other l'6S()octs like tho IYlle. 

'fhis spc{' ies h ;ls generally l.Hwll referred to 1'. I'iroinillN4 with donbt, or mentioned 
RS tho" narrow·,)ea\'I'd westerll variety /' and so fnr as I can learn no DIWIO hSIJ been 
ussigned to it. It appears t.o LA '[uito distinct from typical T. rirginiana, and caD 
he identifiell at :~ gla.nce uy one falUiliar with tho gmlUs, It ilJ not eMY, however, to 
express these dill"crenecs, and on th is ltCCOllllt tiOOIe of my stat~ment8 above may 
need rovis ion , Urielly. it {1ilrers from trlle J', t'i)·!till 'ian a ill its slender brancbing 
ha.bit, slender Ilt\(' g)a.ucuus lC I~VC8, autl nuulorous flowering nmbels, na well as iu tk 
very distinct range , 

Speei·ntetl8 exatllined
Arizona: 

By streams of tho Santa Catalina. )lollutainR, C. O. I'""glr:, May Hi, l Si'l 1 
(type). 

}o"lag Stalf, D. T. MeDolI.9al, July, 189,1-
Pinal Mountains, J. W. Toufftey, ,Inly 20, 1892 (No. 439). 
---" Dr. E. Palmer, 1869. 
Oak Creek) H. H. RUBby, Jnne, 1883, 
Holbrook, y,'tI. MYJ'Ue Zitek Ho"Oh, Angt1et 22, 1896. 
I$nowtfake, MrB. Myrtle Zitek HOII.!lh, AngUli 7, 1897~ 
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Colorrwlo : 
New Windsol', t:eo. E. O.ferAout, .Tnne, July 4, 1895. 
Colorado Springs, F. H. h'ftOwltoJl, .Jlllle 1,1), 1896 (No. 33). 
Along the Platte River, Denver, .Jfarcull E.Jone., June 12, 187M; Denver, E. 

Rethel, June, 1898. 
New Mexico: 

-- C. Wright, 1851-52 (No •. 1920 & 1929). 
Valley of the Hio Orandc, below DorinDa, C, C. PaN'Y, etc. (No. 1498). 

Nebraska: 
On Middle Lonp IUver, Ileal' Thedford, Tbomae County, 011 8lWd hill8, P . A. 

/{ytlbrrg, Juno 18. UW3 ( ~o. l:l8O). 
Indian Terriwry: 

FllI,t Smith to the WII <1r8.11Ile, haukl4 of 11w Cau;ulinll River, Dr. J, ltf. /tige-
1 OUI, 1853-5·1. 

Montana: 
J. W. Blullkinllhip, .IUII6:1, l~H() (No. fi7). 
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