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TEACHER’S CORNER: VIKINGS

IN YOUR CLASSROOM
by Elisabeth Ward

DI

ith the millennial anniversary of the

; -x / Vikings’ arrival in North America upon
us, the Vikings have become a hot topic.

This teacher’s corner builds on that enthusiasm
with solid teaching ideas. Following the reading of

the AnthroNotes® lead article, the questions below
should provoke lively class discussion.

DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. Viking Ships. The impressive double-prowed
ship of the Vikings is a well known icon. Viking
ships were essential components of the Viking
culture. How important was the Viking ship during
the Viking Age? How did technological changes,
like iron production and ship building techniques,
influence Viking society? Finally, what have
archaeologists learned about Viking ships in the last
100 years?

2. Contacts with Native Peoples. According to
the Vinland Sagas, when Vikings first arrived in
North America they met strange people they called
Skraelings. Who were the Skraelings? What
evidence do we have that the Vikings met them?
How extensive do anthropologists believe that
interaction was? How was the Viking meeting with
Native Americans different from Columbus’
encounter 500 years later? What might have
motivated these two peoples to interact?

3. Understanding the Sagas. Sagas are a form of
literature developed in Iceland; tales that had been
told for generations were preserved in books during
the 13% and 14" centuries. The best known sagas
focus on the adventures of the early settlers of
Iceland (ca. A.D. 900), some of whom also went on
Viking raids. Which sagas are important for the
discovery of North America, and why? Do you see
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Teacher’s Guide: Developed by Carolyn Sadler
(National Museum of Natural History) for grades
4 and above, this guide includes a discussion of how
we know about the Viking past, suggested activities
for the classroom, a pronunciation guide, and an
excellent general bibliography.

The York Archaeological Trust. Thisis the research
division of the Jorvik Viking Center in York,
England, a tremendously popular museum with a
Disney inspired “ride” through the actual
archaeological site. The Center also has a hands-on
archaeological workshop. Though visiting the
museum is best, they also have materials available.
For more information or to order samples of their
activities, write: Cromwell House, 13 Ogleforth,

York Y01 2JG or e-mail: postmaster@
yorkarch.demon.co.uk.

Roskilde Ship Museum. In conjunction with the
Lejre Learning Museum of Denmark, Roskilde’s
education department has developed a number of
hands-on activities for a range of ages. This
includes making trade bags and beads, weaving, and
painting runestones. Most importantly, Roskilde
has a prepared, English language guide for building
one’s own Viking ship. At least one high-school in
the US (Minersville, PA) has built a ship using this
plan. Roskilde can be reached by phone at: (45) 46
30 02 00 or by mail: Postbox 298, Roskilde,
Denmark DK-4000.

Elisabeth Ward is assistant curator of the Viking
exhibition and co-editor of the exhibit catalog,
“Vikings: The North Atlantic Saga.”
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