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tices. Such practices include no-till farming and wide grass
buffer strips between agricultural fields and the shoreline
to reduce run off, as well as a “living shoreline” along areas
of significant erosion in lieu of stone “rip-rap” or bulk-
heads. The family also sponsors archaeological and historic
explorations that help reestablish a balanced place for the
Lloyds in Maryland and national history.

Lloyd descendants recognize that the Lloyds were
no different from other wealthy plantation owners of the
time, including many of the Founding Fathers, in their ef-
forts to run slave-based plantations. Did Douglass portray
the Lloyds justy in his autobiographies, they ask? This ques-
tion goes to the heart of the descendant family’s concerns.
While making a determined effort to preserve Wye House
for the local and national good in the largest sense, descen-
dant family members are also interested in promoting a
balanced approach to the long history of Wye House, in-
cluding both its early 17" century history when slavery was
minimal in Maryland and also during the period after
Emancipation. Archacology may not only be able to illu-
minate the workings of the plantation during its days as a
slave-based enterprise, but also to add balance to the

Lloyds’ place in current appraisals of American history.
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