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tween urban areas and more rural areas. Finally, we talked
about how our own life experiences, family, and friends
can influence how we view the natural world and what we
see as priorities for our planet’s sustainability.

After the “interview” exercise was completed, I
assigned a written essay.

Essay Topic

Write an essay evaluating human attitudes, ethics, and opin-
ions of the natural environment in your hometown. How
do people view the natural environment both locally and
nationally? Is the environment a source of concern for lo-
cal residents? Are there recycling programs or other envi-
ronmental outreach programs? Are your personal views
the same as the majority of people in your hometown?
How do the views of your hometown compare to those
of others” home towns represented in the class?

After you have evaluated your own hometown,
reflect on readings by Kline (2007, especially Chs. 1,2, 11,
and conclusion), Hughes (2002, Ch. 2), and Redman (1999,
Ch. 2). Focus discussions on the global attitudes towards
the environment, both pastand present. How do your views

compare to the authors’ descriptions of ancient environ-
mental ethics?

This assignment has great utility for challenging stu-
dents to think about their own biases when confronting
human environmental relationships and the sustainability
of our planet.
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