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Internal Differences

When we look at these “religious” groups and their inter-
ests, 1t is easy to see that the basis for the motivations of
their actions is not uniform. Some groups are motivated
by personal family history. Others are motivated by the
idea that they should continue to rule because they were in
power in the past. Still others are motivated by religion.

Politicians frequently believe that members of a
group will all behave in the same way. Many Middle East-
ern people do not like this belief. They call this attitude
“Orientalist.” They are right to feel that this view is too
simple. The U.S. military in Iraq has had great difficulty in
dealing with both Shi'a and Sunni communities largely be-
cause they have not looked closely at the different sub-
communities within each group. Itis important to under-
stand that there is a lot of difference in behavior within
Shi’aand Sunni groups.

An anthropological approach is very helpful in
making clear why people have the attitudes and behaviors
they do, based on the nature of their community and their
past histories. Anthropologists examine individual commu-
nities in nations like Iraq with care, using ethnographic tech-
niques that make the actions of these different communi-
ties and sub-communities more understandable.
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