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ANTHROPOLOGY CHANGING THROUGH TIME:
THREE DECADES OF ANTHRONOTES®
by Ruth O. Selig

ince 1979 the Smithsonian’s Department of Anthro-
S pology has brought the perspectives and scholar-
ship of leading anthropologists to a wide audi-

ence through the award-winning publication An#hroNotes®
and the introductory text-reader Anthropology Explored: The
Best of Smithsonian AnthroNotes. By examining three decades
of AnthroNotes®, the dynamic shifts in anthropology and
the emergence of public scholarship become clear, as the

field of anthropology has become:

* More involved with community and collaboration;
* More involved with examining social issues and con-
flicts; and

* More self-reflexive (aware of how one’s own cul-
ture affects one’s view of another culture).

In addition, anthropologists now are more likely to

* Apply their findings to the real world;

* Use new technologies to turn old assumptions up
side down; and

* Engage their subjects in their work as colleagues and
collaborators.

For example, more professional anthropologists are will-
ing and even eager to become involved in the lives and
problems facing the people they study as well as in the

social and political issues impacting the modern world.
Carolyn Fleur-Lobban’s 1999 AuthroNotes® atticle, “Cul-
tural Relauvism and Universal Human Rights,” describes
her involvement with the issue of female circumcision in
the Sudan and the impact of particular laws on women’s
lives.
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