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metaphors—the way tuberculosis was once the figure of
death, or the way people talk about the evils of society as
cancers. She argued that if we could rid ourselves of any
non-material discussion of illness, there would be less stigma
and more social support for the ill, not only those suffer-
ing from the most stigmatizing diseases such as AIDS and
leprosy, but also for people with more invisible afflictions
such as mental illnesses. But if we see a cancer, for ex-
ample, simply as a tumor, we might easily ignore the com-

plexity of human experience. If we see autism as just a
brain disorder, we might miss the little victories that people
experience each day as they cope with this illness, not only
in the United States, but in New Delhi, and the hills of
northern India.
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