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the AAA’ long-range plan, which has as one major
objective “engagement of the discipline with societal
issues.”

Many of the 400 departments and programs of
anthropology are already doing outstanding outreach
to their communities, including schools and teachers.
More might do so if approached by the schools in the
3,000 counties where the 400 programs are distrib-
uted. Some may fear that this outreach will cause
anthropology to lose its moorings as a learned disci-
pline and turn it into just another servant of our glob-
alizing, downsizing, greed-driven, exploitative society,
stripping us of our scholarly, scientific capacity that
can also back up a critical capacity. That would be
tragic. However, 1 contend that outreach can spur
inreach: scholarly revitalization through engagement.

Anthropology’s special perspective is precious. It
is time to engage better, to deploy our wisdom cre-
atively outward. If we do it right, we can revitalize our

scholarly and scientific endeavors by fueling them
with wider dialogue and bigger work.

James Peacock is the Kenan Professor of Anthropology,
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill and past
President of the American Anthropological Association.

Postscript: Some publications that may be useful to educators
wishing to explore collaborative programs are:

AAA Guide. Lists academic anthropology departments
and _programs, museums, research firms, and government
agencies. Available from the American Anthropological
Association, 4350 North Fairfax Dr., Suite 640, Arlington, VA
22203-1620; (703) 5281902 ext. 3032; E-mail:
htep://www.ameranthassn.org. $40 for AAA members; $55
for non-members. -

Why Belong? A conversation about cultural anthropology
with James Peacock by Carol Ball Ryan (Chandler and Sharp,
1975) discusses possible links between anthropology and
schools. Some of these ideas are in The Anthropological Lens.

Cambridge University Press, 1986, reprinted 1996.
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