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BOOK REVIEW:

GIVE AND TAKE OF EVERYDAY LIFE:
LANGUAGE SOCIALIZATION OF
KALULI CHILDREN by Bambi B. Schieffelin
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990).

Inan ethnography about the Kaluli, a Papua New
Guinea group, Bambi Schieffelin expertly and
thoughtfully shows how much can be learned about
a culture from observing, recording, and analyzing
the ways mothers socialize their children through
language. Schieffelin's fieldwork occurred in
1967-8, 1975-7, and 1984. Her husband, their
young son, and she stayed in Sululib, a community
of 101 individuals on The Great Papuan Plateau in
the middle of Papua New Guinea, off the northwest
coast of Australia.

As a woman, Schieffelin was given "privileged
access to the activities of women and children. No
man could have sat in the women's section or gone
bathing with small children" (p. 23). Since she was
also a mother, she was viewed as an adult. Early
on she recognized she could not be an impartial
observer. The Kaluli brought her into their world
giving her kinship or relationship names. They
drew lines, however; she was referred to as yellow-
skinned and different.

In this Kaluli community she studied, some lived in
long houses made from bark and leaves; others
lived in separate family dwellings. They hunted in
the bush for small animals, fished, and gathered
wild edibles, but most of their food came from
gardens tended by the women. The primary foods
were sago (a starchy foodstuff derived from the
soft, interior of the trunk of various palms and
cycads), greens, and scrapings from long cobs of
pandanus (a plant of the genus Pandanus).
Schieffelin studied primarily three families and
selected four children: Meli (a female), Wanu (a
male), Abi (a male) and Suela (a female). She
chose them because they were already using single
words or just starting to use syntax and because the
mothers were willing to explain the recordings she












