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Anthro Notes

A question that seems to underlie a lot of my
research is: How do we know what we know about
the past? This question has moved me to do studies
in ethnoarchaeology and experimental archaeology
and to write on the limits and potentials of animal
bones in archaeology. My research on the messages
implicit in artists' portrayals of human ancestors may
seem far removed from my other professional
interests at first sight. However, I think I am
asking, in a different register, how we know what
we think we know about the past. Specifically, lam
trying to uncover what influence these depictions
have on our understandings of the past, both as
laypersons and as professionals.

I am delighted to expand my readings into recent
work in art history and to come full circle, in away,
returning to the illustrations that drew me as a child
into wondering about what it was like to be alive in
the remote past.
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