











("NMAI Director," continued from p. 10)

this: while all of us can recognize and
appreciate the compelling beauty of Popovi
Da’s art, perhaps, in the end, it is only his
voice that can trace his splendid art to its
primal wellsprings of motivation,
creativity, and belief.

You and I--together--need to draw near to
Popovi Da to listen to what he has to say, to
include it in our important work. And the
National Museum of the American Indian
intends to do precisely that. Because for us
it 1S not an option--it is no less than a
cultural imperative.

W. Richard West, Director
National Museum of the
American Indian

[Richard West’s complete speech is printed
in the Anthropology Newsletter 17(1),
February 1993, pp. 5-8.]
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