











Anthro Notes

("Updating Olmec Prehistory” cont’d from
p. 12)

Viewing the archaeological record is akin
to viewing an incomplete photographic
record of someone’s life. In one snapshot
you may see a teenager, and in the next an
adult who looks somewhat like the teenager
but the transition is missing. When did the
teenager end and the adult begin? The
Olmecs are known and identified by a series
of specific pottery types, figurines, and !
monuments. It is not unlikely that over

several centuries those “"defining"
characteristics were gradually replaced by

new material features and social symbols,

the Olmecs simply evolving out of their
Olmecness. The next glimpse of Gulf coast
prehistory shows us Tres Zapotes again,

which continued to be occupied and which
maintained a modified monument tradition,

as one descendant of the Olmecs. Even the

Classic period Maya appear to carry an |
Olmec legacy in their cultural baggage,
particularly in their basic cosmos, use of
monumental art to communicate political
cosmology, and use of certain symbols of

royal power in art and hieroglyphs.

[A longer version of this article can be
found in National Geographic Research and
Exploration, vol 8, no. 2, pp. 148-165, 1992.]
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