











Anthro Notes

("Ethnographic Interviewing" cont’d from
p. 8)

the class. I also ask students to look for
cultural themes, the general propositions or
core values that seem to tie different parts
of an informant’s cultural knowledge
together.

The final product of student research is an
ethnographic paper organized around some
general observations about a micro-culture,
buta paper thatalso contains ample cultural
illustrations in the form of descriptions,
taxonomies, paradigms, and informant
quotes. If the paper is successful, the reader
ought to be able to see the world, including
its challenges and solutions, through the
eyes of the informant and people like the
informant. I fccl the course is successful if
after students have taken it they walk into
new situations and ask themselves, "I
wonder what the inside rules are around
here? What am I supposed to do and say
and why?"

Recently I visited a local restaurant where
I found one of my ex-students waiting on
tables. She camc over and quietly spoke to
me. "You arc sitting in section six. This
section has the most ‘customers’ during
‘evening rush,’ is good if you want to make
‘high tips,’ is too far from the kitchen for
comfort, and rcquires you to walk around
an awkward corner to reach it" Only a
student who is also an ethnographer would
say a thing like that!

ADDITIONAL READINGS:

Spradley, Jamcs P. and David W. McCurdy,
The Cultural Experience: Research in
Complex Society. Chicago: SRA 1972,
Reissued by Waveland Press, 1988. This
book contains four chapters for students
describing how to do ethnographic
resecarch as well as 12 papers by
Macalester undcrgraduates, which serve
as examples.

Spradley, Jamecs P., The Ethnographic
Interview, Ncw York: Holt 1979. A more
detailed, stcp-by-step set of instructions
for doing ethnography based on teaching
experiences at Macalester College.
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