











("Who Got to America First?" cont’d from
p.4)

The hypothesis that important cultural
transfer from West Africa to Mesoamerica
occurred was first put forward by Prof. Leo
Wiener of Harvard University in several
books published between 1920 and 1926. A
professor of Slavic languages, Wiener
thought that he had discovered important
linkages based on “"sound-a-like"
resemblances between the languages of the
two areas. He also found what he
considered to be other important
comparative resemblances in materials as
varied as women’s hair styles and tobacco
pipes.

Wiener’s researches were the impetus for
Prof. Van Sertima’s own involvement with
this topic, and they now form an important
bit of data for Afro-centrist historical
arguments. Unfortunately current
archaeological research in Mesoamerica fails
to support any of the claims of Wiener and
Van Sertima for direct connections between
the two areas. Where were the African
landfalls in Mesoamerica,and why are there
no African cultural artifacts observable in
the well-excavated sites of the Olmec of the
Mexican coast? [Furthermore, the new
chronology for the development of Olmec
culture places its beginnings considerably
before 700 BC (see David Grove’s article).]

“WELL, I DON'T THINK TS SO DANG MYSTERIOUS”

Until we have solid archaeological evidence
to support other hypotheses, it can be said
quite clearly that, No, Columbus was not the
first to find America, nor were the Vikings,
although they beat Christopher by about 500
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years. Instead, it was small bands of Native
Americans who first "discovered" the New
World via the Bering Strait many thousands
of years earlier. At present, although
certainly notan impossible hypothesis, there
is no credible evidence so far discovered
that links any of the oft-cited Trans-
Atlanteans with any archaeological
discoveries in North America. As far as is
now known, the Native Americans were the
masters of their own fate. They produced
their myriad diverse cultures throughout the
New World independent of foreign
intervention.
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