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("Refugee Children" continued from p. 4)

take control of their children, and their
certainty that such control is beyond their
capabilities.

The Lao,another Buddhistoriented cultural
group, react to the school situation
somewhat differently. The girls seem to
work despite difficult odds. Within the
context of school, the Lao female students
do better and are more consistent as
students, compared to their male
counterparts, who tend to be chronically
tardy and somewhat aggressive. These girls
can be considered successes, in that they are
not considered to be at risk of dropping out
before graduating from high school. On the
other hand, even among the educated Lao,
many of the sons exhibit problematic
behavior: cutting classes, skipping school,
losing their tempers and getting into fights
(particularly over anything that strikes them
as being an affront to their manhood.)

When looking at this particular population
of ESL students, most of whom are refugees,
we find that there is a definite pattern of
difference by gender. However, as we have
seen, this pattern is not consistent for all
femalesor all males across ethnic lines. Nor
can we say that those influenced by the
same Great Tradition religion such as
Buddhism will react to schooling in the same
way. Individual variation is apparent
within every ethnic group.

Overall, the reactions of St. Louis classroom
teachers to the ESL students are two-
pronged. On the one hand, the teachers
often praise their Asian students (most of
whom are ESL) and express pleasure at
having such well-motivated, well-behaved,
high achievers in their classrooms. On the
other hand, there is little sympathy for the
underachieving, problematic misfits. In the
latter case, the ESL students are perceived
as a group (i.e. foreigners) and are not
broken down by ethnicity. The sense among
some teachersis that these foreigners should
be doing better, that they are now in
America, and that it is up to them to
embrace this educational opportunity. In
either reaction--to high or low achievers--
there is little or no recognition of cultural
variation, much less the impact of the dual
forces of culture and gender. It is often
gender that is overlooked as a significant
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