








of knives or hatchets, the use of which was
quite obvious [and] would have aroused...
interest...But to this it was objected that
such presents might be regarded as a sign
of hostility, as if the intention were to
declare war. How much more likely was it,
particularly if they attempted to use the
tobacco in the wrong way, for them to
conclude that we had intended to poison
them..."

Interpreting History (group discussion)

1. How did Steller refer to the natives?

2. How did he know what the foods and
implements were?

3. Do you think any of the peoples on shore
witnessed Steller’s activities? How would
we know if they had?

4. Let’s assume that some Tlingit people
watched every move Steller and the Cossack
made. If they had no system of writing,
how might it have entered their history?
How would their history be different than
written histories? What kind of information
might be accurate and inaccurate in oral
history and in written history?

The Other Side of the Story (individual or
team writing exercise)

Write about the Steller episode from the
Tlingit point of view. Imagine it is 1741,
and you observe Steller and the others come
ashore. How would you describe the episode
to a close friend, also Tlingit, who was not
there? What did Steller and his cossack look
life? What did you think they were doing?
What were your feelings as you watched?

Extra Project--Putting Steller in
Chronological Context

The State of the World in 1741. You are an
18th century scholar who is preparing a
world almanac for 1741. Whatare the major
countries, who is in power? What are the
current events? The latest discoveries and
technologies, the major intellectual and
artistic figures? Write a 2-5 page report.
You can use The Timetables of History for
the year and its events, and history books
for an overall perspective of the times.
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