





Anthro Notes

("Public Schools,” continued from p.13)

and teacher education. Because anthropo-
logy provides a broad cross-cultural
perspective, and a framework within which
to teach many other precollege science and
social science subjects, some would even
argue that it should be the basic building
block for elementary education and a
required subject for secondary school
natural and social science teachers. By
teaching anthropology to teachers, a
perspective and framework are offered
within which teachers may better under-
stand the many seemingly diverse fragments
of their curricula, enabling them to
approach their subjects--geography, social
studies, world cultures, history, biology,
earth science, language, literature and the
arts--in  a more coherent and less
cthnocentric fashion. As anthropologist
Larry Breitborde (Beloit College) has
argued, if more anthropologists were to
conceive of precollege education as one
special form of applied anthropology,
perhaps more would be willing to become
involved in this important arena critical to
the public understanding of the discipline.

If anthropologists are serious about
wanting greater public understanding of
anthropology, then we would do well to
become involved with precollegiate
anthropology, through working with
teachers, schools and students. If
anthropology belongs in our nation’s schools,
if teachers function better when trained in
our discipline, then anthropologists must
bear a major responsibility for encouraging
anthropology in schools, by working with
school administrators, teacher-training
establishments and textbook publishers.
Fortunately, such work is not only
important, but has been demonstrated to be
personally satisfying, intellectually
stimulating, and professionally productive.

Ruth O. Selig

(Originally published as the "Commentary"
in the Anthropology Newsletter, February
1989.)
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