














Conclusion

The above examples show how
anthropologists can learn about many facets
of the lives of individuals and communities
of past cultures by studying the skeletal
materials. The study of modern, historic,
and prehistoric skeletons has made it
possible for anthropologists to contribute an
enormous and diverse array of information
about human behavior and morphology past
and present. None of these studies could
have been accomplished without thorough
study of human skeletons. To obtain this
information, scientists commonly use
techniques that were unheard of and
unanticipated even a generation ago. It is
certain that many more new approaches to
reconstructing past lives from bones will be
discovered in the future. Many collections
may be studied and restudied, in the quest
for new answers to old questions, or for
answers to new questions altogether.

Prehistoric populations left us little
of their history and experience from which
to learn. By careful study of their
skeletons, we gain an understanding of
ancient humans that would not otherwise be
possible. The late J. Lawrence Angel, a
noted Smithsonian physical anthropologist
and forensic expert, always kept a sign in
his laboratory: "Hic locus est ubi mortui
viventes docent." In this place, the dead
teach the living. They teach us about the
past, and if we listen carefully, about the
future as well.
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